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Nikos K azantzak is i s  one o f  th e  most I n tr ig u in g  f ig u r e s  i n  tw e n tie th  c e n t­
u ry  a r t  and th o u g h t. He d isp la y e d  in  h is  w r itin g s  and in  h is  l i f e  an in te n s e ,  
unwavering concern f o r  b e t te r in g  th e  l o t  o f  man. The p o l i t i c a l ,  p h ilo s o p h ic a l ,  
and r e l ig io u s  c u lm in a tio n  o f  t h i s  concern  was h is  d o c tr in e  o f "saving  God."
T h is  s tu d y  o f  K azantzakis*  p o l i t i c s  e n t a i l s :  (1 ) a  b r i e f  exam ination  o f Kazant­
z a k is  in  th e  co n tex t o f  h is  age and c u l tu r e , w ith  p a r t i c u la r  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  
in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  dom inant id e a s  c u r re n t  i n  h is  l i f e t im e ,  and o f  h is  b a s ic  p h i lo ­
so p h ic a l  v iew p o in t—th e  C re tan  g lan ce ; (2) a  g e n e ra l e x p l ic a t io n  o f th e  lo g ic a l  
developm ent o f  h is  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t which w i l l  in c lu d e  an a n a ly s is  
o f  th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n a l i t y  o f  h is  d e s i r e  f o r  b o th  o b je c t iv e  l i t e r a r y  ex ce lle n c e  
and p o l i t i c a l  involvem ent w ith  h is  view  o f  means and ends in  p o l i t i c s ;  (3 ) an 
e x p lo ra t io n  o f  h is  p h ilo so p h y  o f h is to r y ,  h is  d ia g n o s is  of th e  contem porary 
human p red icam en t, and h is  th e o ry  o f th e  r e l a t io n  of a r t  t o  p o l i t i c s  i n  h is to r y ;  
(4) an in q u iry  in to  th e  e m p ir ic a l im port o f  h is  p ro g n o sis  f o r  im proving th e  
human c o n d itio n , i . e . ,  in to  h is  "new d e ca lo g u e ,"  based  on th e  in s ig h ts  o f 
C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  H ellen ism , and Marxism; (5) judgem ental e v a lu a tio n  o f th e  v a l i d i t y  
and m ean ingfu lness o f  h is  view s f o r  ou r tim e w ith  s p e c ia l  exam inations o f  h is  
concep t o f  freedom  and th e  im portance o f hope and d e s p a ir  in  h is  p o l i t i c s  and 
in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  modern e r a .
S ince  K azantzakis*  m ystic ism , pan theism , o r  o th e r  i n t e r e s t s  a re  n o t our con­
c e rn  in  t h i s  s tu d y  th o se  w r itin g s  which a re  o r ie n te d  to  an e x p re ss io n  o f h is  
p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry  a re  most e x te n s iv e ly  u t i l i z e d .  T h is  in c lu d e s  s e le c t io n s  from
iv
h is  l e t t e r s ,  e s s a y s , newspaper a r t i c l e s ,  v e r s e ,  p la y s ,  and--m ost Im p o rta n tly — 
n a v e ls .  T h is  approach w i l l  in c lu d e  an a n a ly s is  o f  th e  r o le  and fu n c tio n  o f 
K azantzakis*  m ajor l i t e r a r y  c h a r a c te r s .  A ll a re  e x p re s s iv e , to  v a ry in g  d e g re e s , 
o f  h i s  r e l ig io u s ,  m y s tic a l ,  p h ilo so p h ic , l i t e r a r y ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and m oral id e a s .
One o f th e  m ajor r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  th e  d em o n stra tio n  t h a t  K azantzakis 
i s  an im p o rtan t b u t n e g le c te d  f ig u r e  in  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t.
T h is  n e g le c t  stem s p a r t i a l l y  from K azan tzak is ' p la c e ,  as a  G reek whose p e rso n a l 
and i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r ig in s  a re  t r a c e a b le  t o  A fr ic a , A sia , and th e  O rien t as w e ll 
as  t o  th e  W est, o u ts id e  th e  main ch annel o f  Anglo- Am erican/European th o u g h t. I t  
d e r iv e s  a ls o  from K a za n tz a k is ' undeserved  r e p u ta t io n  as an a p o l i t i c a l  in d iv id u a l 
concerned p r im a r i ly  w ith  s e l f - s a lv a t io n  in  a  l i t e r a r y  and r e l ig io u s  se n se . Another 
f a c to r  m i t ig a t in g  a g a in s t  th e  le g i t im a te  re c o g n it io n  o f K azan tzak is ' r i g h t f u l  
s ta tu r e  as a p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i s t  o f  some m agnitude i s  th e  em phasis on h is  l i t e r a t u r e  
as  a r t  r a th e r  th a n  as  d e p ic t in g  a  p ro v o ca tiv e  and c r e a t iv e  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y .
In  h i s  p r o l i f i c  w r i t in g s  t h i s  man o f  l e t t e r s  l e v e l le d  in v a lu a b le  c r i t i c i s m  a t  
h is  age and p ro fe r re d  rem edies f o r  th e  ex c e ss iv e  m a te r ia lism , d e s p i r i tu a l i z a t io n ,  
d e s p a i r ,  m urderous v io le n c e , and s o c ie ta l  and governm ental wrongs o f  h is  d ay . His 
them es a re  i n s t i l l e d  w ith  knowledge a t ta in e d  th ro u g h  s tu d y  o f  th e  m ajor f ig u re s  
o f  w orld a r t  and th o u g h t and r e v e rb e ra te  w ith  in c re a s in g  in t e n s i t y  down to  our 
complex t im e s . When K azan tzak is ' p o l i t i c s  a re  e v a lu a te d  in  th e  contem porary 
fram ework one see s  a  sh in in g  a l t e r n a t iv e  to  id eo lo g y  and a b a s is  f o r  a  p o l i t i c s  
o f  freedom  and hope beyond i l l u s o r y  s c i e n t i f i c  f a i t h  and d e s t r u c t iv e  n i h i l i s t i c  
d e s p a i r .
v
INTRODUCTION
Nikos K azantzak is i s  c e r t a in ly  one o f th e  most in t r ig u in g  and c o n tro ­
v e r s i a l  f ig u r e s  i n  th e  tw e n tie th  cen tury*  His s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  id eas  
e n t a i l  some o f  th e  most unique and p ro v o c a tiv e  concepts to  be found in  
modern th o u g h t. These concep ts  and an e x p lo ra t io n  o f  th e  g e n e ra l p h i lo s ­
ophy which th e y  compose i s  th e  s u b je c t  m a tte r  o f  t h i s  e s s a y . In  endeav­
o r in g  t o  u n d erstan d  t h i s  uncommon man and h is  p h ilo so p h y  th e  fo llo w in g  
approach  w i l l  be u t i l i z e d :  ( l )  a  b r i e f  exam ination  o f K azantzak is in  th e
c o n te x t o f  h is  age and c u l tu r e ,  w ith  p a r t i c u la r  a t t e n t io n  t o  th e  i n f l u ­
ence o f  th e  dom inant id eas  c u r re n t in  h is  l i f e t im e ,  and o f h is  b a s ic  p h i­
lo s o p h ic a l  v iew p o in t, th e  "C retan  g la n c e " ; (2) a  g e n e ra l e x p l ic a t io n  o f 
th e  lo g ic a l  developm ent o f  K a za n tza k is ' s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t which 
w i l l  in c lu d e  an a n a ly s is  o f  th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n a l i t y  o f  h is  d e s ir e  f o r  b o th  
s o c ia l  a c tiv ism  and l i t e r a r y  accom plishm ent w ith  h is  view o f  means and 
ends; (3) an  e x p lo ra t io n  o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' ph ilo so p h y  o f h i s to r y ,  h is  
d ia g n o s is  o f  th e  contem porary human p red icam en t, and h is  th e o ry  o f th e  
r e l a t i o n  o f  a r t  t o  p o l i t i c s  in  h is to r y ;  (if) an  in q u iry  in to  th e  em pir­
i c a l  im port o f  h i s  p r e s c r ip t io n  f o r  im proving th e  human c o n d itio n  which 
in c lu d e s  h i s  "new d eca lo g u e ,"  h is  " t r a g ic  op tim ism ," and i s  based  on c l a s ­
s i c a l  G reek and Ju d a e o -C h ris tla n  in s ig h ts ;  (5 ) judgem ental e v a lu a tio n  o f 
th e  v a l i d i t y  and m ean ingfu lness o f  h i s  view s f o r  our tim e w ith  s p e c ia l  
ex am in atio n  o f  h i s  concept o f  freedom  and h is  view  o f  th e  im portance o f 
hope and d e s p a ir  to  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y  in  th e  contem porary e r a .
A m ost d i f f i c u l t  p a r t  o f  th e  endeavor w i l l  be th e  a ttem p t t o  p lace  
K azan tzak is  in  h is  c o r r e c t  r e l a t io n  t o  th e  more im portan t p h ilo so p h ie s
and system s which shaped h is  th o u g h t. These a re  th e  " d e c is iv e  s te p s "  o f  
which he spoke—C h r is t i a n i ty ,  Buddhism, N ie tz sch e , B ergson, G iorghos Zorba, 
and M arxism -Leninism . However, such an u n d e rtak in g  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i f  one 
a s p ir e s  t o  analyze  and u n d erstan d  K a za n tza k is ' th o u g h t. Also in  th e  
beg in n in g  s e c t io n  th e  main is s u e s  and c o n f l ic t s  o f  C re te , K a z a n tz a k is1 
b i r th p la c e ,  and G reece—which t o  a  la r g e  e x te n t  gave r i s e  t o  h is  "C retan  
g la n c e " —w i l l  be d is c u s s e d . T his d is c u s s io n  w i l l  in e v i ta b ly  be r a th e r  
s u p e r f i c i a l  due t o  th e  com plex ity  o f t h a t  e r a  and s in c e  th e  main purpose 
o f  t h i s  e x e rc is e  i s  an a n a ly s is  o f  K azantzakis* th o u g h t and n o t an e ssay  
on th e  h i s to r y  o f h is  ag e . The m ajor concern  w ith  which t h i s  p ap er w i l l  
d e a l  th e n  w i l l  be t o  s e t  f o r th  a  g e n e ra l e x p l ic a t io n  o f K az a n tz ak is ' p o l i t ­
i c a l  th o u g h t, t o  analyze  and t o  e v a lu a te  h is  v iew s, and t o  d is c u s s  th e  
meaning and re le v a n c e  o f  h is  b e l i e f s  f o r  our ag e .
K azan tzak is was an abundan tly  p r o l i f i c  man o f l e t t e r s  who l iv e d  by h is  
p en . He was w idely  p u b lish e d  and re a d  d u rin g  h i s  l i f e t im e  and, a lthough  
h is  id e a s  g en e ra te d  much o p p o s itio n  w ith in  h is  beloved  Greece and from 
v a r io u s  s id e s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  spectrum  in  Europe, he enjoyed r i s i n g  fame 
d u rin g  h is  l a t e r  y e a r s .  W ritin g  most o f te n  in  modern dem otic G reek b u t 
sometimes in  F rench  and E n g lish  K azan tzak is composed e s sa y s , newspaper 
and en cy c lo p ed ia  a r t i c l e s ,  s c e n a rio s  and sc re e n  a d a p ta tio n s , v e r s e ,  p la y s ,  
a  F rench-G reek d ic t io n a ry ,  and n o v e ls . In  a d d it io n  he t r a n s la t e d  v a r io u s  
c l a s s i c s  and c a r r ie d  on a  r i c h  correspondence w ith  h is  f i r s t  w ife , h is  
second w ife , and h i s  many f r i e n d s .  S ince th e  purpose o f t h i s  in q u iry  i s  
t o  examine K azantzakis*  p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t, and n o t h is  m ystic ism , pan theism , 
o r  o th e r  i n t e r e s t s ,  th o se  w r itin g s  which a re  o r ie n te d  t o  an e x p o s it io n  o f  
h is  p h ilo so p h y  w i l l  be em phasized in  th e  r e s e a rc h .  These a re  The F r a t r i ­
c id e s ,  th e  most p o l i t i c a l  o f  a l l  K azan tzak is ' w orks, The Odyssey: A
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Modern S equel,  which g iv e s  p erhaps th e  m ost a r t i s t i c a l l y  com prehensive 
p ic tu r e  o f  K azan tzak is , R eport To Greco in  which he r e f l e c t s  on h i s  I n t e l ­
l e c t u a l  and e x i s t e n t i a l  odyssey and t h a t  o f  th e  modern w orld , Zorba The 
G reek , and o th e r  n o v e ls  which c o l l e c t i v e ly  c o n ta in  a  com prehensive and 
sy s te m a tic  s ta tem e n t o f  h i s  th o u g h t, "The B nnorta l F ree  S p i r i t  o f  Man," 
and o th e r  e ssay s  which a l s o  c o n ta in  s ta te m e n ts  o f h i s  p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s ,  
and h is  l e t t e r s  which a re  o f  immense im p o rtan ce . F o r tu n a te ly ,  s in c e  we 
la c k  e x p e r t i s e  in  G reek, a l l  o f  K a za n tz a k is ' m ajor works have been t r a n s ­
l a t e d  in to  E n g lis h . K a zan tzak is , who was f lu e n t  i n  s e v e ra l  lan g u ag es , 
c o lla b o ra te d  in  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  The Odyssey th e re b y  enhancing  th e  
l i t e r a l  accu racy  o f  th e  E n g lish  e d i t i o n .  A lso ap p earin g  in  E n g lish  in  
in c re a s in g  volume a re  t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  and summations o f  h is  
a r t i c l e s  and e s s a y s .  Some secondary  so u rces  w i l l  be used though th e r e  i s  
a  marked la c k  o f  a n a ly t i c a l  m a te r ia l  on h i s  p h ilo so p h y . For b io g ra p h ic a l  
d e t a i l  th e  above c i t e d  R eport To G reco, an a u to b io g ra p h ic a l accoun t w r i t te n  
one y ea r p r io r  t o  h is  d e a th ,  w i l l  be used  as  w i l l  H elen K az a n tz a k is ' Nikos 
K azan tzak is  and P a n d e lis  P r v e la k is 1 Nikos K azan tzak is  And H is Odyssey f o r  
th e y  were c lo s e s t  t o  K azan tzak is  and most f a m i l ia r  w ith  h i s  w ork. Some 
a n a ly se s  o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' th o u g h t have been  p u b lish e d  in  th e  form  o f  c r i t ­
i c a l  e ssa y s  th e  b e s t  o f  which a re  P e te r  B ie n 's  Nikos K azan tzak is and h is  
"K azantzakis And P o l i t i c s , " in  The P o l i t i c s  o f  T w en tie th  C entury  N o v e lis ts  
e d i te d  by George A. P an lch as , W ill  D u ra n t 's  "Nikos K azan tzak is"  in  h is  and 
A r ie l  D u ra n t 's  I n te r p r e ta t io n s  o f  L i f e , and W. B. S ta n fo rd 's  c h a p te r  on 
"The R e -In te g ra te d  H e ro ," in  The U ly sses  Theme. In  a d d i t io n  a r t i c l e s  w il l  
be e x te n s iv e ly  u t i l i z e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o se  found in  th e  November 1971 
is s u e  o f th e  J o u rn a l  o f  Modern L i te r a tu r e  which i s  devoted e n t i r e l y  t o  
K azan tzak is , as  w i l l  u n p u b lish ed  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  by Andreas K. P o u lak id as ,
h
"The Novels o f  K azan tzak is And T h e ir  E x i s t e n t i a l  S o u rc e s ," and S ara ly n  
P oole  H adgopoulos, "O dysseus' C hoice: A Comparison And C o n tra s t o f  Works
By A lb ert Camus and Nikos K a z a n tz a k is ."  W hile th e s e  and o th e r  works on 
K azan tzak is  w i l l  be c o n su lte d , th e  p rim ary  em phasis w i l l  be on th o se  
w r i t in g s  o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' which have been d isc u sse d  above.
In  view  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  ascendancy o f  K az an tz ak is ' r e p u ta t io n  in  re c e n t 
d ecad es , i t  i s  s u rp r is in g  how l i t t l e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  exam ination  o f h is  
th o u g h t has been  done. The m ajor re a so n s  f o r  such  an o v e rs ig h t seem t o  
be tw o fo ld  in  n a tu re :  ( l )  h i s  r e p u ta t io n  as b e in g  an a p o l i t i c a l  in d iv id u a l;
and (2) th e  em phasis on K azan tzak is  as  a  l i t e r a r y  p e rso n , r a th e r  th a n  as 
an Im ag in a tiv e  s o c ia l  p h ilo so p h e r . The r e p u ta t io n  o f b e in g  a p o l i t i c a l  has 
c lung  t o  K azan tzak is , even though i t  I s  n o t an a c c u ra te  p o r tr a y a l  o f  h is  
l i f e ,  and has in h ib i te d  a n a ly s is  o f  h is  th o u g h t from  th e  s ta n d p o in t o f 
p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y . A c tu a lly  K azan tzak is , as  a  G reek and a  human 1 s t, 
was v e ry  much concerned w ith  th e  en d u rin g  is s u e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y , 
was in  th e  t h i c k  o f  v e ry  b i t t e r  d e b a te s  over v a r io u s  p o l i t i c a l  id e o lo g ie s , 
was a  member o f  th e  G reek S o c ie ty  o f  S o c ia l  And P o l i t i c a l  S c ien ces , h e ld  
c a b in e t l e v e l  o f f i c e s  tw ice  in  G reek governm ents, and se rv ed  * ith  UNESCO.
The i n t e r e s t  i n  K azan tzak is as  a  l i t e r a r y  a r t i s t  i s  leg ix .iv  '<e f o r  he 
was f i r s t - r a t e  in  t h i s  c a te g o ry . He to o k  g re a t  p r id e  in  hi-.-, l i t e r a r y  o u t­
p u t  and ran k s  among th e  most im ag in a tiv e  o f a l l  modern w r i te r s  as e v i ­
denced by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he was r e p e a te d ly  proposed f o r  th e  Nobel P r iz e .  
K azan tzak is  l e f t  q u i te  d e ta i l e d  acco u n ts  o f  h is  view  o f  th e  r o le  and d u ty  
o f  th e  a r t i s t  i n  s o c ie ty  and o f  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  which a r t  can make to  
im proving th e  human c o n d itio n —v a lu a b le  g u id es  f o r  th e  w r i te r  who i s  invo lved  
in  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  them es. There i s ,  however, an o th e r  e q u a lly  Im portan t 
a sp e c t o f  K azan tzak is  which has been  obscured  by th e  above concerns and
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rem ains r e l a t i v e l y  u n ex p lo red . T h is  i s  th e  in v a lu a b le  s o c ia l  and p o l i t ­
i c a l  c r i t i c i s m s  which he l e v e l le d  a t  h i s  age and th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  b e l i e f s  
which he expounded as  rem edies f o r  th e  ex c e ss iv e  m a te r ia lism , d e s p i r i t u a l ­
i z a t i o n ,  d e s p a i r ,  m urderous v io le n c e , and s o c ie ta l  and governm ental wrongs 
o f  h is  d ay . There i s  a  tendency  f o r  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  th o se  n o t in  th e  
m ainstream  o f  Anglo-Am erlean/European p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t t o  be n e g le c te d  
in  p o l i t i c a l  in q u iry .  T h is  may r e f l e c t  a  b ia s  on th e  p a r t  o f  some }>olit- 
i c a l  t h e o r i s t s  a g a in s t  th o se  whose p e rso n a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r ig in s  a re  
t r a c e a b le  t o  A fr ic a , A sia , and th e  O rien t as w e ll  as t o  th e  W est. 'What­
e v e r  th e  re a so n  i t  seems as i f  few have been  w i l l in g  t o  pay heed t o  t h i s  
p ro p h e t o f  th e  s o u l .  With th e  in c re a se d  aw areness o f  th e  t im e le s s  v a lu e  
o f  E a s te rn  th o u g h t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  ou r ag e , w ith  th e  growing in d ic a t io n s  
t h a t  th e  n a tio n s  o f  E ast and West a re  moving tow ard more m utual under­
s ta n d in g  and c o o p e ra tio n , and w ith  th e  r a p id i ty  o f  t r a n s l a t i o n  to d ay  perhaps 
th in k e r s  l i k e  K azan tzak is  who have a ttem p ted  a  s y n th e s is  o f E a s te rn  and 
W estern  th o u g h t w i l l  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  due sh a re  o f  a t t e n t io n .
The s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t o f  K azan tzak is i s  u n d e rs tan d ab le  and 
m ean ingfu l f o r  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  moreso th a n  t h a t  o f  many o f  th e  b r ig h te r  
s t a r s  in  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  g a la x y . K azantzak is ex p lo red  th e  e n t i r e  range 
o f  th e  m ajor id e o lo g ie s  in  an age o f  id e o lo g y . He fo resaw  w ith  s u rp r is in g  
c l a r i t y  t h a t  th e  s e c u la r iz a t io n  and m a te r ia l  f e rv o r  o f  l i f e  in  th e  modern 
West th re a te n e d  t o  e x tin g u is h  th e  sp a rk  o f exuberance and freedom  th a t  
g iv e s  v i t a l i t y  and b e au ty  t o  th e  human s o u l .  He r a i l e d  a g a in s t  in ju s t i c e  
w hether c a r r ie d  o u t by l e f t  o r r i g h t ,  E a st o r  W est, and In an age o f  d e s p a ir ,  
sought r ig o ro u s ly  f o r  a  h ig h e r  s y n th e s is  o f  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  a  "new 
d eca lo g u e"  t o  p ro v id e  meaning and purpose t o  re p la c e  th e  a n x ie ty  and a b s u rd ity  
o f  contem porary l i f e .  Drawing from many souces and harm onizing an tim onies
w ith  a  bu rn in g  h um an istic  v is io n  K azantzakis*  p o l i t i c s  re p re s e n ts  an 
a l t e r n a t iv e  t o  id eo lo g y  and th e  b a s is  f o r  a  p o l i t i c s  o f  hope beyond 
i l l u s o r y  s e c u la r  f a i t h s  and d e s tr u c t iv e  n i h i l i s t i c  d e s p a i r .
CHAPTER I
NIKOS KAZANTZAKIS
There; a re  In d iv id u a ls ,  n o te s  W alter K aufm annin h is  in tro d u c tio n  to  
The P o r ta b le  N ie tz sc h e , "who can w r ite  to o  w e ll f o r  t h e i r  own good—as 
p h ilo so p h e rs . P la to  w rote so  d ra m a tic a l ly  t h a t  we s h a l l  never Know f o r  
su re  what p r e c is e ly  he h im se lf  th o u g h t about any number o f q u e s tio n s .  And 
N ie tzsch e  fu rn is h e s  a  more re c e n t  and no l e s s  s t r i k in g  e x a m p l e . K a u f ­
m an 's s ta te m en t c e r t a in ly  a p p lie s  t o  K azan tzak is whose works a re  ch a ra c ­
t e r iz e d  by an in n o v a tiv e , e x p e r im e n ta l is t  s ty l e  and f a n c i f u l  p h raseo lo g y . 
Indeed , even i f  h i s  s ty l e  were s im p le r  K aza n tz ak is ' v e ry  p r o l i f i c a c y  
in e v i ta b ly  le a d s  t o  c o n tra d ic t io n s  and p a ra d o x ic a l p u z z le s . T h is  nmkes 
d i f f i c u l t  th e  l o g ic a l  r e c o n s tru c t io n  o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry . In  o rd e r  to  
f u l l y  u n d ers tan d  such an in d iv id u a l 's  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y  we must know 
th e  l i f e ,  c h a ra c te r ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  e t c . ,  o f  t h a t  p e rso n . We m ust know th e  
p r in c ip le s ,  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  and c ircu m stan ces  which in flu e n c e d  h is  p o l i t i c s .  
T h is knowledge can i l l u s t r a t e  h is  s ig n if ic a n c e  by  making c le a r e r  th e  
s tr e n g th s  and w eaknesses, I n s ig h ts  and o v e r s ig h ts ,  o f  h is  th o u g h t. The 
f i r s t  two s e c t io n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  a re  concerned , th e r e f o r e ,  w ith  f u l ­
f i l l i n g  th e  n e c e ssa ry  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  an a ly z in g  K a z a n tz a k is ' p o l i t i c s  o f  
p in p o in tin g  th e  p eo p le , p h ilo so p h e rs , and e v en ts  in s tru m e n ta l in  th e  
c o n s tru c t io n  o f  h is  b a s ic  o u tlo o k . In f lu e n c e s  examined a re  a n c e s t r a l—f o r
^ F re d e ric h  N ie tz sc h e , The P o r ta b le  N ie tz sc h e , e d . W alter Kaufmann 
(New York: The V iking  P re s s ,  195*0, P* 1*
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K azan tzak is a t ta c h e d  much im portance t o  h is  p a r e n ta l  l in e a g e ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
m il ie u , which in c lu d e s  s c i e n t i f i c ,  co u n te rc ia l, and r e l ig io u s  developm ents 
o f  h is  age , s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  environm ent, e d u c a tio n , and dom inant i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l  s tim u la n ts ,  i . e . ,  d e c is iv e  s te p s .  The t h i r d  s e c t io n  d e s c r ib e s ,  
w ith  th e s e  f a c t s  as a  fo u n d a tio n , K azantzakis*  e s s e n t i a l  and o v e r - r id in g  
v iew p o in t—th e  C re tan  g la n c e .
H i s to r i c a l - P o l i t i c a l  Environment 
Nikos K azan tzak is was b o rn  a t  H erak lio n , C re te , on F r id a y , F eb ruary  
18 , 1883 .2 H is m other, M aria, o f  th e  C h ris to d o u la k i fa m ily , "was a  
s a i n t l y  woman . . .  she had th e  endurance, p a t ie n c e , and sw eetness o f th e  
e a r th  i t s e l f . "3 The K azan tzak is  fa m ily  r e l a t io n s  were in  keep ing  w ith  
th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  European view  o f  th e  male dom inated, a lm ost m a s te r -s la v e
2U n t i l  two y ea rs  p r io r  t o  h is  d e a th  K azan tzak is m is ta k e n ly  th o u g h t he 
was b o rn  in  1885 . H is w ife  H elen K azan tzak is , Nikos K azan tzak is : A B io­
graphy Based On H is L e t t e r s , t r a n s .  Amy Mims (New York: Simon and S ch u s te r ,
I n c . ,  1968) ,  p .  532, r e l a t e s  t h a t  on '^February 18 , 1955# we c e le b ra te d  
N ikos ' s e v e n t ie th  b i r th d a y —a t  l e a s t ,  so  we th o u g h t. In  r e a l i t y  he was 
a lre a d y  seven ty -tw o  y e a rs  o ld .  A fte r  h i s  d e a th , we d isc o v e re d  by chance 
th e  e x a c t d a te  o f h is  b i r t h ,  in s c r ib e d  in  h is  own hand, in  a  schoolbook.
*1 was bo rn  on F eb ru ary  1 8 , 1883 , on a  F r id a y . '
"A g r e a t  Joy , f o r  me a t  l e a s t .  We had won two y e a rs  from  D e a th ."  
For a  c h ro n o lo g ic a l account o f K aza n tz ak is ' l i f e  and work see  S a ra ly n  
Poole Hadgppoulos, "O dysseus' Choice: A Comparison and C o n tra s t o f  Works
by A lb e rt Camus and Nikos K azan tzak is"  (U npublished Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
Emory U n iv e rs i ty , 1965)# pp . 164-70. As in d ic a te d  In  th e  In tro d u c tio n  th e  
most e x te n s iv e  f a c tu a l  m a te r ia l  i s  t o  be found in  th e s e  p lu s  th e  works 
c i te d  Im m ediately below . A ll  works w i l l  be fo o tn o te d , u n le s s  o th erw ise  
in d ic a te d ,  by th e  d a te  o f  t h e i r  t r a n s l a t i o n  in to  E n g lis h .
Nikos K azan tzak is , R eport To G reco, t r a n s .  P . A. B ien w ith  In tro d u c t io n  by 
H elen K azan tzak is (New York: Simon and S c h u s te r , I n c . ,  1965)*
P a n d e lis  P re v e la k is ,  Nikos K azan tzak is And His Odyssey, t r a n s .  P h i l ip  
S h e rra rd  w ith  P re fa ce  by Kimon F r i a r  (New York: Simon and S c h u s te r , I n c . ,
1961 .)
3K azan tzak is , R e p o rt, p .  34 .
9
r e l a t io n s h ip .  C u rio u s ly , K azan tzak is , a  r e b e l l io u s  f ig u r e  who f la u n te d  
c o n v e n tio n a li ty ,  was never t o  b reak  w ith  t h i s  s e x i s t  o r ie n ta t io n .  In  
f a c t  he i s  th e  m ale c h a u v in is t  p a r  e x c e lle n c e ^  whose fem ale c h a ra c te r s  
a re  fo re v e r  su b m issiv e , secondary , a lm ost dehumanized p erso n s whose 
p rim ary  fu n c tio n  i s  p ro c re a t io n .  However, he was drawn to  th e  o p p o s ite  in  
h is  s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s .  V i t a l ,  in vo lved  women who w i l l in g ly  embraced l i f e  
e x e r te d  a  m agnetic ap p ea l on K azan tzak is—as d id , in  a  s im i la r  manner, 
v i t a l i s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  movements—who o f te n  agonized  over what he p e rc e iv ed  
as  a  la c k  o f dynamism in  h is  own l i f e .  T h is ap p ea l was e v id e n t in  h is  
r e l a t io n s  w ith  G a le te a , h is  v e ry  s tro n g -w ille d  f i r s t  w ife ; E le n i ,  h is
As g r e a t  a  l i t e r a r y  t a l e n t  as  K azan tzak is i s  and as  em p ath e tic  as h is  
view s a re  t o  many segm ents o f  th e  w orld-w ide c o u n te r -c u ltu re  movement 
one i s  com pelled t o  conclude he would re c e iv e  l i t t l e  sympathy from th e  
Women's L ib e ra t io n  arm o f  th e  movement f o r  h i s  b e l i t t l i n g  th e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  
o f  women. W ill D urant d e s c r ib e s  K az an tz ak is ' view s on th e  s u b je c t  in  
"Nikos K a z a n tz a k is ,"  in  h is  and A r ie l  B u r a n t 's ,  I n te r p r e ta t io n s  o f  L i f e :
A Survey o f Contem porary L i te r a tu r e  (New York: Simon and S c h u s te r , I n c . ,
1970), p p . 278-79; K azan tzak is " in te r ru p te d  h is  a s c e t i c  moods w ith  c a u tio u s  
fo ra y s  in to  fem in in e  charm s. He l ik e d  e v e ry th in g  about women ex cep t mar­
r i a g e .  He was e s p e c ia l ly  fond o f  t h e i r  sm e ll, which aroused  him to  
e n e rv a tin g  h e a t ;  t h e i r  a rm p its , he th o u g h t, exuded am brosia . He s u s ­
p e c ted  t h a t  women were s im i la r ly  e x c i te d  by th e  odor o f  man; th e  C ir ­
c a s s ia n  d an cer in  Freedom o r  D eath 'c o u ld  n o t have enough o f  th e  s te n c h  
o f  m en .' He c e le b ra te d  th e  'w ide l o i n s '  o f  women, 'c o n ta in in g  whole 
y a rd s  o f  n o isy  c h i ld r e n ';  and he seldom  m entioned young women w ith o u t 
sp eak in g  o f t h e i r  'f i rm  b r e a s t s '  and sh in in g  th ig h s .  He b e lie v e d  t h a t  
th e  b r e a s ts  o f  h e a lth y  women h u r t  when d e s ir a b le  men appeared ; and he was
su re  t h a t  b a b ie s  l a y  h idden  in  ev ery  m ature womb, i tc h in g  t o  g e t  o u t .  He 
p r a is e d  men f o r  having  many c h i ld re n ,  b u t he h im se lf  acknowledged none.
He had many in t im a c ie s ,  b u t he re se n te d  t h e i r  perm anence. He f e l t  t h a t  
women checked h i s  g rand  d e s ig n s . 'T h e y 're  a  p e s t .  "Forw ard!" you say , 
and th e y  sa y , " S to p !" ' (Some p u n d its  have th o u g h t th e  o p p o s ite .)  'The 
ag e -o ld  h e a r t  in s id e  me . . . re p u ls e s  women and r e fu s e s  t o  t r u s t  them o r 
p e rm it them t o  p e n e tr a te  d eep ly  w ith in  me and ta k e  p o s se s s io n . Women a re  
sim ply  ornam ents f o r  men, and more o f te n  a  s ic k n e ss  and a  n e c e s s i t y . ' In  
h e a l th ie r  moments he l i s t e d  fo u r  g i f t s  a s  b a s ic  t o  a  m an's l i f e :  e a r th ,
w a te r , b re a d , and woman; o r ,  a g a in , 'fo o d , d r in k ,  woman, and th e  d a n c e . '" ;  
p p . 280-81 , "Zorba says 'You keep te a s in g  me and say in g  I 'm  to o  fond o f 
th e  women. Why s h o u ld n 't  I  be fond o f  them , when th e y 'r e  a l l  weak c r e a tu re s  
who . . . s u rre n d e r  on th e  sp o t i f  you J u s t  c a tc h  h o ld  o f t h e i r  b r e a s t s ? '" ;
and f i n a l l y  D urant says on p .  288 when d is c u s s in g  The Odyssey, "Women
p la y  o n ly  in c id e n ta l  r o le s  in  th e  e p ic —P enelope, H elen, K rino , F h ida , R ala ;
i t  i s  in  th e  main a  s to r y  o f  m arauding men and s la u g h te re d  g o d s ."
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b eloved  second w ife , an a c t iv e  s o c i a l i s t  and l i t e r a t i s t  in  h e r  own r ig h t  
who overcame p e r io d ic  p h y s ic a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  pursue h e r  c a re e r ;  F r ie d a , 
a  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t  whom he met in  V ienna in  th e  e a r ly  1 9 2 0 's ; and 
I tk a ,  R ahe l, E ls a , Leah, and D ina, r e v o lu tio n a ry  i d e a l i s t s  a c t iv e  in  th e  
burgeon ing  M a rx is ts -L e n in is ts  movement in  B e r l in  betw een th e  two w orld 
w ars . K az an tz a k is ' m other o ccup ies  in  h i s  l i f e  and w r itin g s  a p la c e  
s im i la r  t o  t h a t  o f Camus' m other in  h i s  l i f e ,  a  much re v e re d , much Loved, 
id e a l iz e d  f ig u r e  who p ro v id ed  in  abundance th e  warmth t h a t  was lackLng 
on th e  p a te r n a l  s id e .  He w ro te , on b e in g  to ld  o f  th e  d e a th  o f h i s  m other: 
"The lo s s  o f my m other was an u t t e r l y  em o tio n a l e m b itte rm en t: th e  com plaint
o f  a  c h i ld  l e f t  a lone in  th e  d a rk  when th e  w e ll- lo v e d  h a n d 's  o u t o f  r e a c h ."5 
And, " I  ho ld  m yself in  f irm ly  so  as n o t t o  c ry  o u t .  Y et I  know t h a t  o n ly  
i f  I  shou ted  l i k e  a  w ild  anim al would I  f in d  r e l i e f . "6 From h is  m a te rn a l 
a n c e s to rs ,  p e a sa n ts  c lo se  t o  th e  s o i l ,  th e  se a so n s , and th e  rhythm  of l i f e ,  
K azan tzak is in h e r i te d  a  sensuous and a t  tim e s  p a n th e i s t i c  love  o f  n a tu re  
w ith  a  profound sen se  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n a l i t y  o f  man, p l a n t s ,  and an im als 
th e  u n i ty  o f  th e  o rg an ic  w ith  th e  in o rg a n ic .  He a ls o  gained  a  un ique , 
f i r s t - h a n d  com prehension o f  th e  f la v o r  o f  p e a sa n t l i f e  which was l a t e r  
ex p lo red  th o ro u g h ly  and b e n e f i c i a l ly  in  such  works as The Greek P a ss io n  
and The F r a t r i c i d e s .
7K a za n tza k is1 f a t h e r ,  M ichael, was, by N ik o s1 own account a  r a th e r  
fo rb id d in g  f ig u r e .  He was w e ll th o u g h t o f  by h i s  neighbors  in  H erak lio n :
^K azan tzak is , L e t t e r  t o  E le n i Samios, 1933, H. K azan tzak is , Nikos 
K azan tzak is , p .  267 .
6K azan tzak is , L e t te r  t o  P . P r e v la k is ,  1932, in  P re v e la k is ,  Nikos 
K azan tzak is And H is Odyssey, p p . 147-W .
^K azan tzak is , R e p o rt, pp . 31 -33 . W hile R eport i s  in v a lu a b le  as a
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People re sp e c te d  him . . . Some, th e  most i n f e r i o r ,  ro se  and bowed when
he p a sse d . . . As a  f a t h e r  he was u n lo v in g : '1 canno t r e c a l l  h ea rin g
a  te n d e r  word from  him—ex c e p t once . . . But he f e l t  angry w ith  h im se lf
im m ediately; t h i s  d is p la y  o f  em otion was a  s e l f - b e t r a y a l . "  M ichael was
ex ceed in g ly  somber and "never laughed  . . .  h is  h e a r t  never l ig h te n e d ."
The e ld e r  K azan tzak is was r e l ig io u s  though in to le r a n t  o f  p r i e s t s :
He h a te d  p r i e s t s .  Whenever he met one on th e  s t r e e t ,  he c ro sse d  
h im se lf  t o  e x o rc is e  th e  u n fo r tu n a te  en co u n ter . . .  He never a tten d e d  
D iv ine L itu rg y — t o  av o id  s e e in g  p r i e s t s . But ev ery  Sunday whe 1 
th e  s e rv ic e  was over and everyone had l e f t ,  he e n te re d  th e  c h u r:h  
and l ig h te d  a  cand le  b e fo re  th e  wonder-working ico n  o f  S a in t M i/ias.
The f a t h e r 's  in f lu e n c e  on K azan tzak is i s  one so u rce  o f  th e  l a r g e r - t l a n - l i f e
c h a ra c te r s  t h a t  p eo p le  h i s  w orks. T h is i s  e s p e c ia l ly  so  in  Freedom or
D eath whose c e n t r a l  c h a r a c te r ,  C ap ta in  M ic h a lis , i s  b ased  on  a  f l e t  Lon-
a l iz e d  p o r t r a i t  o f  M ichael K a z an tz ak is . The f a th e r - s o n  r e l a t io n s h i  p i s
i l l u s t r a t e d  w e ll  by th r e e  b o ld  and undoubted ly  d ram atized  t a l e s  w hi:h
guidebook t o  th e  developm ent o f  K azantzakis*  th o u g h t i t  i s  n o t a  p r e c is e ,  
d e ta i l e d  work b u t an a r t i s t i c ,  n o v e l i s t i c  e f f o r t  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by many 
f a c tu a l  in a c c u ra c ie s .  P re v e la k is ,  Nikos K azan tzak is  And H is Odyssey , p .  167 , 
n o te s  t h a t  "K azantzakis has  h e re  made a  myth o f  h is  l i f e .  * P o e try  and 
T r u th . '  He has confused  th e  d a te s ,  p u t id e a l  o rd e r  in to  h i s  s t r u g g le s ,  
g iv en  harmony t o  h is  l i f e .  Im ag in a tio n  has g iv en  him w hatever l i f e  d en ied  
h im ."  As K azan tzak is , R e p o rt, p .  15, concedes, "My R eport To Greco 
i s  n o t an au to b io g rap h y . tae i s  "mixing t r u t h  w ith  fan tasy T *  This 
o b v io u sly  c r e a te s  problem s f o r  th e  a s p ir in g  a n a ly s t  o f  h is  th o u g h t and 
i t s  developm ent. R a th e r th a n  q u ib b le  over d e t a i l  we choose, however, 
t o  do as  K azan tzak is  d id  and p a ss  "over many ephem eral th in g s .  . . . , "
( L e t te r  t o  Ia n n is  K a k r id is , 1956, H. K azan tzak is , Nikos K azan tzak is ,
P* 5 ^7 ), in  hopes o f  g ra sp in g  th e  more im p o rtan t p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and 
is s u e s  which shaped h i s  developm ent. Thus, i f  th e r e  a re  some m o d if ic a tio n s  
on h is  p a r t ,  we ta k e  o u r s ta n d  w ith  A lexander E l io t  who review ed Rep o r t ,
"The W idening G y re ,"  Bookweek. XI (August 8 , 1965) ,  p« 13; "WelT^ 
why no t?  The warm b re a th  o f  l i f e  i t s e l f  i s  bound t o  c a s t  a  m is t over 
co ld  f a c t s .  And memory i s  a  l i v in g  th in g .  T h e re fo re  anybody 's a u to ­
b io g rap h y  w i l l  c o n ta in  'some sm a ll m o d i f ic a t io n s . '"  E q u a lly  im p o rtan t 
a s  f a c t s  f o r  our purpose i s  K a z a n tz a k is ' i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f them.'
d e p ic t  th e  e th ic  o f  th e  p a l l  l k a r i a ® th e  f a th e r  sought t o  im part t o  h is
son: ( l )  when t o l d  once t h a t  h i s  son had caused some d i f f i c u l t y  in
r e l ig io n  c la s s  th e  f a th e r  answered he ca red  on ly  i f  he t e l l s  l i e s  o r  g e ts
a  b e a t in g .  *hs f o r  a l l  th e  r e s t ,  h e 's  a  man, l e t  him do as he p le a s e s ;"
(2) d u r in g  an u p r is in g  on C re te  a g a in s t  th e  T u rk ish  r u le r s  w ith  b loody
re p e rc u s s io n s ,  N ikos ' f a th e r  made him prom ise no t to  be a f r a id  and to ld
th e  fa m ily  t h a t  " i f  th e  Turks b re ak  down th e  door and e n te r  I  p la n  t o
s la u g h te r  you m y se lf , b e fo re  you f a l l  in to  t h e i r  h an d s ;"  ( 3 ) th e  nex t
day th e  f a th e r  fo rc e d  th e  c h i ld  o f  seven  y ea rs  t o  to u ch  s e v e ra l  Greek
C h r is t ia n s  hanged in  a  t r e e ,  re a so n in g  th a t  "was to  h e lp  you g e t used t o
i t . N i k o s  was a ll-to o -h u m an  and n ev er t o  be a  t r u e  p a l l l k a r i a . His
p a in f u l  aw areness o f t h i s  occasioned  c o n tin u a l so u l-s e a rc h in g  throvejhout
h is  l i f e .  K a z a n tz a k is ' com passion and s e n s i t i v i t y  i s  t r a c e a b le ,  a t  l e a s t
in  some p a r t ,  t o  th e  la c k  o f  th e s e  q u a l i t i e s  in  h is  f a t h e r .  The f a t h e r 's
in f lu e n c e  i s  h ig h lig h te d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  y ea r o f  M ic h a e l 's  d e a th , 1933,
c o in c id e s  w ith  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  p e r io d  which th e  a d u lt  Nikos w i l l
l a b e l  h is  p e r io d  o f  freedom . K azantzakis*  c lo s e s t  f r i e n d  p o in ts  out: th e
im pact o f  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  e ld e r  K azan tzak is:
The m an-beast whom K azan tzak is  had fe a re d  a l l  h is  l i f e  and had reg a rd ed  
as  d e a th le s s  had c o lla p s e d . He had sym bolized, w h ile  he l iv e d ,  th e  
r o o ts ,  th e  o r ig in a l  b e a s t ;  th e  mud o f mhich th e  son was d e s tin e d  to  
make s p i r i t .  . . . A ll h i s  l i f e  th e  son had s tru g g le d  t o  r a i s e  th e  b e a s t
®In th e  t r a n s l a t o r 's  n o te  t o  K azan tzak is , R e p o rt, p .  13 , B ien g iv e s  
t h i s  d e f in i t i o n :  "A t r u e  man, i . e . ,  b rave  and s tro n g , ab le  t o  r e s i s t  p a in ,
e t c .  The term  was o r ig in a l ly  a p p lie d  t o  th e  fo o t  s o ld ie r s  accompanying 
mounted k n ig h ts ,  l a t e r  t o  any s o ld i e r ,  now t o  any young man who has 
s o ld i e r - l i k e  q u a l i t i e s .  In  Greece to d a y  i t  i s  an u n q u a lif ie d  term  o f 
p r a i s e ."
9 i b i d . ,  ( l )  p .  117; (2 ) p . 87; (3) p . 90 .
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up on h is  w ings; suddenly  i t  had f a l l e n  t o  e a r th  and th e  two p a r t s
had s e p a ra te d .
And K azantzak is w rote o f  h is  f e e l in g s  t o  h i s  w ife  in  such d is tu r b in g  term s 
t h a t  he re q u e s te d  she d e s tro y  th e  l e t t e r :  " I t  was n o t lo v e  t h a t  u n ite d
me w ith  F a th e r ,  b u t a  th ic k  deep r o o t ,  which has been  c u t now. . . .  I  
f e e l .  . . th e  unho ly , h o r r i fy in g  f e e l in g  t h a t  I  have been  l i b e r a t e d ." 11 
From im ag in a tiv e  r e f l e c t i o n  on th e  l i v e s  o f  h i s  p a te r n a l  a n c e s to rs  K azant­
z a k is ,  e n v is io n in g  them as p i r a t i c a l ,  w a r - l ik e  f ig u r e s  who b o ld ly  roamed 
la n d  and se a  beyond good and e v i l ,  d e r iv e d  a  keen lo v e  o f  adven tu re  and 
t r a v e l .  He gained  a  sense  o f l i f e - lo n g  s t r u ggl e  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e s  haul been 
touched  d eep ly  by th e  numerous u p r is in g s  on m ountainous C re te .  He a lso  
ac q u ired  from h is  a n c e s to rs  in s ig h t  in to  th e  p r im it iv e  and savage i a  man. 
M oreover, K azan tzak is o b ta in e d  from  them em pathy, lo v e , and a  m easure o f 
u n d e rs tan d in g  f o r  non-W estern c u l tu re s  f o r  he th o u g h t h i 3 l i n e  t r a c e a b le  
u l t im a te ly  t o  th e  Arabs who had once conquered C re te  w hich, i f  t r u e ,  would 
make him t r u l y  th e  c h i ld  o f  E a s t and West which he fa n c ie d  h im se lf  bo b e .
He never fo rg o t  h is  d iv e rse  a n c e s try  and p a id  homage as  he looked  back on 
h i s  l i f e  n ea r th e  end: "Both o f my p a re n ts  c i r c u la t e  in  my b lo o d , th e  one 
f i e r c e ,  h a rd , and m orose, th e  o th e r  te n d e r ,  k in d , and s a in t l y .  I  have c a r ­
r i e d  them a l l  my d ay s; n e i th e r  has d ie d .  As long  as  I  l i v e ,  th e y  to o  w i l l  
l i v e  in s id e  me. . . . " 1^ H is a n c e s to rs  l iv e d  n o t o n ly  " in s id e "  K azantzak is 
b u t came t o  l i f e  in  v a r io u s  c h a r a c te r iz a t io n s  in  h is  w orks. He fo re v e r
^ •°P rev e lak is, Nikos K azantzak is And H is O dyssey, p .  150.
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  L e t te r  t o  E le n i Sam ios, 1933, H. K azan tzak is , Nikos 
K azan tzak is , pp . 266- 6 7 . K azan tzak is would say  many y e a rs  l a t e r  in  
R ep o rt, p . 30, " the s e c r e t  h a tre d  I  f e l t  f o r  my f a th e r  was a b le ,  a f t e r  h is  
d e a th  t o  tu r n  t o  lo v e ."
■ ^ Ib id .,  p . 1*9 .
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examined and re-exam ined t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and seemed t o  b e l ie v e  t h a t 
th rough  c o n s ta n t re fin em en t o f th e se  personages he could  g a in  n o t only  
g r e a te r  s e lf -u n d e rs ta n d in g  b u t perhaps even g r e a te r  in s ig h t  in to  th e  u n i-  
v e r s a ls  o f  th e  human p syche . J u s t  as  th e s e  d ram atic  f ig u re s  were v i s ib ly  
in flu en c ed  in  K az a n tz a k is ' work by th e  tim e in  which th ey  l iv e d  so was he 
in flu en c ed  by h is  age , which b r in g s  us to  an o th er a sp e c t o f  our in v e s t i ­
g a t io n .
In  endeavoring  to  f u r th e r  our u n d erstan d in g  o f K azan tzak is , a complex 
man whose concerns a t  v a r io u s  p e r io d s  o f h is  l i f e  were th o se  of a Greek 
n a t i o n a l i s t ,  r e l ig io u s  a s c e t i c ,  p h ilo so p h e r , le f t-w in g  sym p ath izer, l i t -  
e r a t i s t ,  and p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  i t  i s  d e s ir a b le  a t  t h i s  tim e to  examine— 
though o f n e c e s s i ty  somewhat s u p e r f i c i a l l y —th e  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  en v iro n ­
ment o f h is  age , s t r e s s in g  th e  more im p o rtan t is s u e s  and c o n f l i c t s  which 
composed th e  s w ir l in g  panaroma o f th e  fo rm ativ e  y ea rs  o f  h is  l i f e .  Many 
is s u e s  and e v en ts  o f th e  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  and in t e l l e c t u a l  m ilie u  o f  th e  
e r a ,  b o th  in  th e  immediate environm ent o f  C re te  and Greece and in  th e  
c u l tu r a l  developm ents o f th e  b ro ad e r world environm ent which would e v e n t­
u a l ly  become as  f a m il ia r  to  t h i s  w orld c i t i z e n  as h is  n a tiv e  C re te , in f lu e n c e d  
K azan tzak is ' th o u g h t p ro fo u n d ly .
An u n d e rs tan d in g  o f th e  y ea rs  o f K azan tzak is ' ch ildhood  and ad o le scen t 
p e rio d  i s  c r u c ia l  f o r  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a n a ly s t  f o r  a lth o u g h  K azan tzak is was 
r e l a t i v e l y  u n in te re s te d  in  p o l i t i c s  u n t i l  he began h is  g rad u a te  s tu d ie s  
in  P a r is  in  O ctober 1907, h i s  w r i tin g s  p r io r  to  t h i s  " e x h ib i t  themes and 
concerns which were t o  be su b seq u en tly  re p e a te d  in  a  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t .
These themes grew p r im a r i ly  from th e  c o n fro n ta tio n  o f  a  s e n s i t iv e ,  i n t e l -
" ^ P e te r  B ien , "Nikos K a z a n tz a k is ,"  The P o l i t i c s  o f T w entie th -C en tu ry  
N o v e l is ts , e d . George A. P an ichas w ith  Poreward by John A. A ldridge (New
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l i g e n t  c h i ld  w ith  th e  h a rsh  r e a l i t y  o f l i f e  on C re te .  The im pact o f h is  
ch ildhood  e x is te n c e  was such th a t  he would l a t e r  say  o f  C re te : "This
s o i l  I  was e v e r la s t in g ly ;  t h i s  s o i l  I  s h a l l  be e v e r la s t in g ly .  0 f i e r c e  
c la y  o f  C re te , th e  moment you tw ir le d  and fa sh io n e d  me in to  a man of 
s tru g g le  has s lip p e d  by as though in  a s in g le  f l a s h .
H e rak lio n , which was M£ghalo K&stro d u rin g  K ai/.antzakis' childhood 
and in  h i s  f i c t i o n ,  i s  a  sm all p o r t  town anfc th e  c h ie f  c i t y  o f C rete 
n e s t le d  betw een th e  s e a  and th e  m ountains. In  h is  youth i t  was, i f  th e re  
i s  t r u t h  in  h i s  acco u n t, o rg an ized  a lo n g  th e  l in e s  of a g a r r is o n  by th e  
T u rk ish  r u le r s  who c o n tro lle d  passage  in to  and o u t of th e  c i t y  d u rin g  
tim es  o f  r e b e l l io n .  Both G reek C h r is t ia n s  and T u rk ish  Moslems l iv e d  in  
w e ll-d e f in e d  q u a r te r s  r a th e r  l i k e  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  nearb y  Cyprus l iv e  
to d a y . The p r o te c to r  o f  th e  c i t y  was th e  wonder-working S a in t Minas 
whose ico n  K a z a n tz a k is ' f a th e r  w orshipped. K azantzak is draws upon md 
m ag n ifies  th e  s in g u la r  t r a i t s  o f  th e  peop le  o f  H erak lio n  f o r  h is  l i  ;e ra ry  
c h a r a c te r s .  Madame P enelope, f a t ,  g re a sy , and c o n t in u a l ly  lau g h in g , and 
h e r  husband D im itrd s , meek and h y p o ch o n d rica l, who escaped p e r io d ic a l ly  
t o  th e  m oun tains, re a p p ea r  in  K azan tzak is ' novels a s  do es  Manodsos, a 
m erchant who b e a t  h is  3i s t e r  r e g u la r ly  a t  noon, and Andreas th e  F e e le r ,  
who always s tep p e d  on th e  same s to n e s  when he walked down MeghAlo K A stro 's
York: Hawthorn Books, I n c . ,  1971), p .  I 1*1*. Another com m entator, Andreas
K. P o u lak ld a s , "The Novels o f  K azantzak is and T h e ir  E x i s t e n t i a l  S o u rce s ,"  
(U npublished Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  In d ia n a  U n iv e r s i ty ,  1967), p . 1^3, ag rees  
t h a t  "by 1909 th e  b a s ic  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  t e n e t s  which a re  t o  g u id e  and d e t e r ­
mine K az a n tz a k is ' f u tu r e  o u tlo o k  have been  f irm ly  im plan ted  in  h is  tw en ty - 
s ix  y ea r  o ld  m ind ."
^■^^Kazantzakis, R ep o rt, p .  18.
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s t r e e t s .  The In h a b ita n ts  were poor y e t so  In o rd in a te ly  proud t h a t  th e y  
went t o  e x tra o rd in a ry  le n g th s  to  p rev en t anyone from d isc o v e rin g  t h e i r
p o v e r ty .-*-5
As a c h i ld  In  th e  e a r th y ,  sensuous, and v i t a l  C re te  K azantzak is f i r s t  
developed h is  concern f o r  th e  knowledge o f th e  sen ses  and h is  ab id in g  
adherence t o  th e  s t r i c t u r e s  o f  th e  b a s ic  e lem en ts . He re co u n ts  how, in  
h is  ch ild h o o d , th e  sen ses grew s tro n g , cap tu red  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  sphere  
o f  e x is te n c e ,  and began t o  e s ta b l i s h  o rd e r  from chaos. And how th e  f i r s t  
c o n ta c t  w ith  e a r th ,  s e a , woman, and th e  s t a r - f i l l e d  sky f i l l e d  him w ith  
f r i g h t  and Joy:
Every one o f  my em otions, m oreover, and ev ery  one o f  my id e a s ,  even th e  
most a b s t r a c t ,  i s  made up o f  th e se  fo u r  p rim ary  in g re d ie n ts .  W ith in  
me, even th e  most m e tap h y sica l problem  ta k e s  on a  warm p h y s ic a l  body 
which sm e lls  o f  s e a , s o i l ,  and human sw eat. The Word, in  o rd e r  to  
to u ch  me, must become w arm ..flesh. Only th e n  do I  u n d ers tan d —when I  
can sm e ll, s e e , and to u c h .
K a z a n tz a k is1 youth  f e l l  i n  th e  p e r io d  when th e  G reek C h r is t ia n s  were
f i n a l l y  a b le  t o  d r iv e  th e  h a ted  Turks from t h e i r  la n d . Time and tim e ag a in
th e y  had a ttem pted  t h i s  f e a t :
in  1821, 1866 , 1878 , and 1889; in  t h i s  l a s t  r e b e l l io n  K a za n tza k is ' 
f a th e r  fo u g h t, and Nikos h im se lf , th e n  a  boy o f s ix ,  began t o  le a r n  
th e  f a c t s  o f  l i f e .  (The Turks d e p a rte d  in  1898 , and in  1908 C re te  
Jo in ed  th e  Kingdom o f G reece .)  That long  su b ju g a tio n  and r e s i s ta n c e  
fo rg ed  th e  C re tan  tem per: p io u s  and somber in  th e  women, v io le n t
and morose in  th e  men; a l l  l u s ty  and p a s s io n a te ,  a l l  w a itin g  f o r  a
15I b i d . ,  pp . 60 -6 2 , 80- 8 1 .
^ I b i d . ,  p . U3 , see  a ls o  pp . U4-U6.
17
chance to  s t r i k e  o u t f o r  freedom , and read y in g  them selves to  k i l l  
any a v a i la b le  T urk . ^
T h is p o l i t i c a l  s tru g g le  f o r  freedom  on th e  p a r t  o f  h is  oppressed  peop le  
so  Im pressed th e  young Nikos t h a t  th ro u g h o u t h is  l i f e  he championed th e  
cause o f th e  oppressed  th e  downtrodden* I t  i n s t i l l e d  a  sen se  o f 
r e b e l l io u s n e s s  in  h is  make-up, a  r e b e l l io u s n e s s  t h a t  was t o  ta k e  r e l ig io u s  
and m etap h y sica l as w e ll as  p o l i t i c a l  fo rm s. The s tru g g le  a ls o  conveyed 
a  s ta r k  p ic tu r e  o f  human s u f f e r in g ,  d e g ra d a tio n , and a  sen se  o f  d u ty  t o  
hum anity, a l l  id e a s  t h a t  K azan tzak is  l a t e r  t r a n s la t e d  in to  more cosmo­
p o l i t a n  and p h ilo s o p h ic a l  p o l i t i c a l  te rm s . And perhaps most im portan t 
o f  a l l ,  K azan tzak is g a in ed  a  b u rn in g  t h i r s t  f o r  l i b e r t y :  "Freedom was
ray f i r s t  g re a t  d e s i r e .
^ D u r a n t ,  "Nikos K a z a n tz a k is ,"  in  h is  and A r ie l  D u ran t, I n te r p r e ta t io n s  
o f  L if e ,  p . 270 . M orton P . L e v i t t ,  "The C re tan  G lance: The World and A rt ’
o f  Nikos Tf«7.»why.nirf«.** J o u rn a l  o f  Modern L i te r a tu r e .  I I  (November 1971), 
p p . 165- 6 6 , f in d s  th e  in t r ig u in g  h i s to r y  o f  C re te  in  many ways "u n lik e  th a t  
o f  any o th e r  W estern n a t io n , a  long  and v i r t u a l l y  unbroken su cc e ss io n  of 
fo re ig n  dom ination  and u n su c c e ss fu l r e v o l t s .  I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  from th e  e a r ly  
t h i r t e e n th  cen tu ry , when th e  is la n d  became p a r t  o f  V e n ic e 's  com m ercial 
em pire , t o  th e  end o f  th e  n in e te e n th ,  when h e r  T u rk ish  su c c e sso rs  were 
f i n a l l y  d r iv e n  o u t ,  each  g e n e ra tio n  o f  C re tan  men m a rrie d , r a i s e d  a  son 
t o  co n tin u e  th e  l i n e  and went o f f  t o  th e  m ountains t o  f ig h t  th e  ixxvaders.
The f i r s t  u p r is in g  b roke o u t i n  1212, th e  y e a r  th e  V en e tian s  came t o  
power. . . . The most r e c e n t  fo re ig n  conquest o f  C re te  to o k  p la c e  i n  A p ril 
I 9I4.I , when th e  7 th  German P arach u te  Corps landed  on th e  i s l a n d .  The e l i t e  
tro o p s  s u ffe re d  f e a r f u l  lo s s e s —t h e i r  n a t io n s 's  w orst in  th e  war to  th a t  
d a te —many o f them t o  u n tra in e d  n a tiv e s  armed o n ly  w ith  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  
k n iv es  and w ith  a n c ie n t guns hallow ed in  o th e r  b a t t l e s .  The r e s i s ta n c e  
movement which developed  d a r in g  th e  o ccu p a tio n  was perhaps th e  m ost wide­
sp read  in  Europe; i t  was so  e f f e c t iv e  t h a t  th e  Germans were d r iv e n  to  
r e t a l i a t e  by d e s tro y in g  dozens o f  v i l l a g e s ,  some o f  which had been b u rre d  
down by th e  V en e tian s  and Turks as w e l l .  . . .  i t  was o n ly  on C re te  th a t  
th e  re c e n t  m i l i t a r y  coup was r e s i s t e d  w ith  armed fo rc e :  i t  was n o t fo r
monarchy t h a t  th e  is la n d e r s  fo u g h t, b u t f o r  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  freedom  which 
u n d e rlay  t h e i r  e n t i r e  h i s t o r y .  The new m i l i t a r y  government responded by 
p re v e n tin g  th e  p lanned  c e le b r a t io n  o f  th e  te n th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f th e  d ea th  
o f  Nikos K azan tzak is: th e  d ic ta to r s h ip  reco g n ized  i t s  enemy even  i n  d e a th ."
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  R e p o rt, p .  71 •
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In  a d d i t io n  t o  K a z a n tz a k is ' f i r s t  c o n ta c ts  w ith  n a tu re  and p o l i t i c s  
th e r e  were im p o rtan t r e l ig io u s  concep ts  and Ideas c u r re n t  d u rin g  h is  c h i ld ­
hood p e r io d  which in f lu e n c e d  him p ro fo u n d ly . He had a  m y stic  sen se  o f h is
19r e l ig io u s  m iss io n  in  l i f e —b ein g  b o rn  on " th e  day  o f  so u ls  ” —which ex p ressed  
i t s e l f  in  p e r io d ic  s ta y s  in  m o n a s te r ie s , and i n  profound e x p lo ra tio n s  o f 
C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  Buddhism, and m ess ian ic  Communism. Although r e l ig io u s  
q u e s tio n s  would l a t e r  ta k e  on a  m u lt i fo ld  com plex ity , th e  te a c h in g s  o f  
h i s  youth  on r e l i g i o n  were s im p le ; th e  two c e n t r a l  t e n e t s  were t h a t  among 
v a r io u s  m y s te r ie s  and m ira c le s  God "d id  H is share  o f  k i l l i n g , "  and as  f o r  
d e c ip h e r in g  G od 's a c t i o n 's  and m o tiv es, "W e're no t supposed t o  u n d e rs tan d . 
I t ' s  a  s in ! " 20 But f o r  a  c h i ld  w ith  a r e s t l e s s  s p i r i t ,  t h i s  adm onition  
o n ly  le d  t o  f u r th e r  q u e s tio n in g  o f  r e l ig io u s  dogma. Another im portan t 
r e l ig io u s  a sp e c t o f  t h i s  p e r io d  was th e  in te n s e  in to le ra n c e  a l l - to o - p r e s e n t
among th e  G reek O rthodox, C a th o lic , Jew ish , and T u rk ish  Moslems on C re te .
- : \
I t  i s  l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  th e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f t h i s  b ig o try  was one im petus 
t o  K azantzakis*  c o n s is te n t  and o v e r r id in g  concern  f o r  u n i ty  among p e o p le s . 
There a ls o  o ccu rred  d u rin g  t h i s  tim e  h is  in tro d u c tio n  t o  th e  irau m srab le  
S a in t s ' le g e n d s . T h is  was im p o rtan t f i r s t  b ecau se , j u s t  as  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
s tru g g le  f o r  c i v i l  freedom  from  T u rk ish  r u l e  im parted  in  K azan tzak is th e  
id e a l  o f  a  h e ro , th e  r e l ig io u s  s tru g g le  o f  th e  S a in t s ' legends f o r  v i r tu e  
and C h r is t ia n  freedom  from  th e  b a s e r  s id e  o f  m an 's n a tu re  im parted  a  com­
p lem en tary  i d e a l ,  le a d in g  t o  th e  second g r e a t  w ish , " th e  d e s i r e  f o r ,
^ I b i d . ,  p .  J k .
20I b i d . , p .  55.
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p i
s a in th o o d ."  The u n i ty  o f v is io n  and purpose o f  th e  h ero  and s a in t
becomes a  l i f e lo n g  q u es t f o r  K azan tzak is . The S a in t s ' leg en d s had
a n o th e r  s ig n i f i c a n t  in f lu e n c e  in  view  o f  K azantzakis*  l a t e r  d i r e c t io n —
th e  in tro d u c t io n  t o  c r e a t iv e  w r i t in g .
These in s p i r in g  S a in ts ' t a l e s  were augmented w ith  s to r i e s  o f  adven tu re
p assed  on by  h i s  a n c e s to rs  and w ith  th e  s to r i e s  o f  t r a v e l  and e x p lo ra t io n
in  h is  schoo lbooks. K azan tzak is  a ls o  a tte n d e d  t h e a t r i c a l  p r e s e n ta t io n s ,
one o f  which was S c h i l l e r 's  p la y  "The B rig a n d s ,"  by v a r io u s  to u r in g
tro u p e s .  These awakened in  K azantzak is a  bound less  im ag in a tio n ;
I  re a d  th e  s a i n t s '  leg en d s , l i s t e n e d  t o  f a i r y  t a l e s ,  overheard  
c o n v e rsa tio n , and in s id e  me a l l  t h i s  was tran sfo rm ed —deform ed— 
in to  d a z z lin g  l i e s .  . . . Much, much l a t e r ,  when I  s t a r t e d  w r i tin g  
poems and n o v e ls ,  I  came t o  u n d erstan d  t h a t  t h i s  s e c r e t  e la b o ra t io n  
i s  term ed t r e a t i o n " .  2
Such s to r i e s  had , f o r  K azan tzak is , th e  d e l ig h t f u l  e s s e n t i a l  q u a l i ty  o f  
tra n sc e n d in g  th e  mundane l im i t s  o f  lo g ic ,  e th i c s ,  and r a t i o n a l i t y .  Con­
t r a s t i n g  t h i s  tendency  to  "C rea tio n "  w ith  th e  immediate n e c e s s i t i e s  f o r  
s tru g g le  on C re te  in  which h i s  fa m ily  and f r ie n d s  were in v o lv ed  K azan tzak is 
e a r ly  became aware o f  th e  c o n f l i c t  betw een w r i t in g  and a c t io n ,  betw een 
p h y s ic a l  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  th e  q u e s t f o r  freedom  and t h e o r e t i c a l ,  l i t e r a r y  
invo lvem en t. Once, w h ile  a t  sch o o l a t  nearby  Naxos in  1897 d u rin g  one 
o f  th e  r e p r i s a l s  on C re te , he re q u e s te d  an o p in io n  from  a  monk f r ie n d  o f 
h i s  fa m ily  on th e  v a lu e  o f  h is  am bitious t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  F rench d ic t io n a ry  
i n to  G reek and was g iv en  t h i s  w arning o f  th e  p i t f a l l s  o f  th e  road  o f  a r t :
Take i t  from  me t h a t  i f  you fo llo w  t h i s  ro a d , y o u 'l l  never amount to  
an y th in g —n e v e r! Y o u 'l l  become some m ise ra b le  ro u n d -sh o u ld ered  l i t t l e
21 I b i d . ,  p .  7 1 .
22 I b i d . ,  pp . 72-73 , see a ls o  pp . 7^-79*
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te a c h e r  w ith  s p e c ta c le s .  I f  you’r e  r e a l l y  a  C re ta n , b u rn  t h i s  damn­
a b le  d ic t io n a ry  and b r in g  me th e  a sh e s . Then I ' l l  g iv e  you my b le s s in g .
Think i t  over and a c t .  Away w ith  you!
I  went away com ple te ly  c o n fu se d .. Who was r i g h t ,  what was X to  do?
Which o f th e  two ro ad s  was c o r r e c t ? ^
F o r tu n a te ly  K azan tzak is d id  no t heed th e  monk, Fefe L eli& vre , b u t he n ev er 
fo rg o t  th e  adv ice  as w itn essed  by h is  con tinuous exam ination  o f th e  two 
ro ad s  o f  a r t  and a c t io n .  This exam ination  c o n s t i tu t e s  one o f  th e  most 
v a lu a b le  such e x e rc is e s  o f  any modern th in k e r .
Another ev en t o f  im portance d u rin g  K a za n tz ak is ' ch ildhood  and ad o le sce n t 
p e r io d  was h is  c o n f ro n ta tio n  w ith  b i r t h ,  d e a th , and th e  m o r ta l i ty  o f  man. 
U nlike th e  more s t e r i l i z e d  West o f  to d a y , d u rin g  N ikos' ch ildhood  th e  
c h ild re n  were n o t i s o la te d  from  th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  b i r t h ,  d e a th , and th e  
t e r r o r  and enigmas su rround ing  same: "These tw o, b i r t h  and d e a th , were
pL
th e  v e ry  f i r s t  m y s te r ie s  t o  throw  my c h i ld is h  so u l in to  a fe rm en t. . . H 
The i n i t i a l  c h a p te rs  o f  R eport abound w ith  in s ta n c e s  o f  y o u th fu l co n fro n ­
t a t i o n  w ith  l i f e  and d e a th . These " f i r s t  m y s te r ie s "  would le a d ,  w ith  
supplem entary  e la b o ra t io n  by N ie tz sch e , t o  a  l i f e lo n g  in q u iry  in to  th e  abyss 
o f  m o r ta l i ty ,  th e  tw in  v o id s  o f p r e - l i f e  and a f t e r - l i f e  c o n s t i tu t in g  key 
concerns o f  K a za n tza k is ' m ature th o u g h t. The q u e s tio n  o f d e a th  and m an's 
a t t i t u d e  tow ard d e a th  i s  ex p lo red  r e p e a te d ly  th ro u g h o u t h is  work.
I t  i s  on th e  b a s is  o f  th e se  v a r io u s  in f lu e n c e s  and e v e n ts  d isc u s se d  
above—p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l ig io u s ,  m oral—t h a t  K azan tzak is was t o  b u i ld  h is  
m etap h y sics . At t h i s  e a r ly  s ta g e  o f  h is  developm ent i t  was b a s ic a l ly  a  
m etaphysics o f r e b e l l io n :  f i r s t  a  p o l i t i c a l  r e b e l l io n  a g a in s t  T u rk ish  r u le ;
^ 3 f b id . ,  p .  9 7 . The re a d e r  i s  rem inded t h i s  i s  most p ro b ab ly  a 
f a n c i f u l  t a l e  y e t  i t  does convey in s ig h t  in to  one o f K az an tz ak is ' ab id in g  
c o n ce rn s .
^ I b i d . ,  p . 109 , see a ls o  pp . 38 , 50 , 6 6 .
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seco n d ly  a r e l ig io u s  r e b e l l io n  a g a in s t  C h r is t ia n  q u ie tism  and church 
h y p o c risy —
I  grew b ig g e r .  . . . The s a i n t s '  leg en d s  were to o  co n fin in g ; th e y  
s t i f l e d  me. I t  was n o t t h a t  I  had ceased  t o  b e l ie v e .  I  b e lie v e d , 
b u t th e  s a in t s  s tru c k  me now as much to o  su b m issiv e . The c o n tin u a lly  
bowed t h e i r  heads b e fo re  God and s a id  y e s . The b lo o d  o f  C re te  had 
awakened in s id e  m e ,  5
and t h i r d l y ,  a  f a r - ra n g in g  m e tap h y sica l r e b e l l io n  which re c e iv e d  e x p re ss io n  
when K aaan tzak ls was t o l d  t h a t  as he grew o ld e r  he would u n d erstan d  why 
people d ie d — " I  never d id  f in d  o u t .  I  grew up , became o ld , and never d id  
f in d  o u t . Thi s  was K a z a n tz a k is ' b a s ic  o u tlo o k  when in tro d u c e d , d u rin g  
h is  a d o le sc e n t e d u c a tio n , t o  th e  dynamic i n t e l l e c t u a l  and c u l tu r a l  e n v i­
ronment beyond C re te . T ru ly  s t a r t l i n g  developm ents were o cc u rrin g  in  th e  
world beyond C re te  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  w ith  im p o rtan t im p lic a tio n s  f o r  th e  
fu tu re  3hape o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' th o u g h t.
At th e  F rench  School o f  th e  Holy C ross a t  Naxos, d i r e c te d  by F ran ­
c isc a n  monks, K azan tzak is  s tu d ie d  from h i s  f o u r te e n th  t o  h is  s ix te e n th  
y e a r ; "This re fu g e e  boy from  C re te  was sudden ly  in tro d u ce d  to  an o th er 
w orld . He le a rn e d  F rench  and I t a l i a n  and a s s im ila te d  th e  rud im ents o f 
W estern c u l tu r e . A fte r  th e  f i r s t  months o f 1399 he co n tin u ed  h is  s tu d ie s  
a t  th e  gymnasium o f  H erak le io n . K azan tzak is t e l l s  o f  th e  im portance 
o f  h is  s tu d ie s  a t  Naxos:
T h is  was th e  f i r s t  and p erhaps th e  most d e c is iv e  le a p  in  my i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l  l i f e .  A magic p o r t a l  opened in s id e  my mind and conducted me 
in to  an a s to n is h in g  w orld . U n t i l  t h i s  tim e C re te  and Greece had been
2 5 lb id . ,  p .  7 8 .
26 Ib id „ ,  p .  51 .
27P re v e la k is ,  Nlkos K azan tzak is  And His Odyssey, p .  15 .
th e  co n fin ed  a re n a  i n  which my s tru g g lin g  so u l was Jammed; now th e  
w orld broadened , th e  d iv is io n s  o f  hum anity m u l t ip l ie d ,  and my ado­
le s c e n t  b r e a s t  creaked  in  an e f f o r t  t o  c o n ta in  them a l l .  B efore t h i s  
moment I  had d iv in e d  b u t  had never known w ith  such p o s i t iv e n e s s  t h a t  
th e  w orld i s  ex trem ely  la rg e  and t h a t  s u f f e r in g  and t o i l  a re  th e  
companions and fe llo w  w a rr io rs  n o t o n ly  o f  th e  C re ta n , b u t o f  ev e ry  
man. Above a l l ,  o n ly  now d id  I  b e g in  t o  have a  p re sen tim e n t o f  th e  
g r e a t  s e c r e t ;  t h a t  by means o f  p o e try  a l l  t h i s  s u f f e r in g  and e f f o r t  
cou ld  be tran sfo rm ed  in to  dream ; no m a tte r  how much o f  th e  ephem eral 
e x is te d ,  p o e try  cou ld  im m orta lize  i t  by tu rn in g  i t  in to  song. Only 
two o r  th r e e  p r im it iv e  p a ss io n s  had governed me u n t i l  t h i s  tim e ; f e a r ,  
th e  s tru g g le  t o  conquer f e a r ,  and th e  y ea rn in g  f o r  freedom . But now 
two new p a ss io n s  were k in d le d  in s id e  me: b ea u ty  and th e  t h i r s t  f o r
le a r n in g .  I  wanted t o  re a d  and le a r n ,  to  see  d i s t a n t  la n d s , t o  have 
p e rso n a l ex p e rien ce  o f  s u f f e r in g  and jo y . The w orld was l a r g e r  th a n  
G reece, th e  w o r ld 's  s u f f e r in g  was l a r g e r  th a n  our s u f f e r in g ,  and th e  
y ea rn in g  f a r  freedom  was n o t th e  e x c lu s iv e  p re ro g a tiv e  o f  th e  C re tan , 
i t  was th e  e t e r n a l  s tru g g le  o f  a l l  m ankind. C re te  d id  n o t v a n ish  from 
my mind, how ever. In s te a d ,  th e  e n t i r e  w orld u n fu rle d  w ith in  me to  
become one g ig a n t ic  C re te  which was oppressed  by a l l  s o r t s  o f  Turks 
b u t c o n t in u a l ly  le a p in g  t o  i t s  f e e t  and seek in g  l i b e r t y .  In  t h i s  way, 
c o n v e rtin g  th e  e n t i r e  w orld in to  C re te , I  was ab le  in  th e  e a r ly  y ea rs  
o f  ado lescence  t o  f e e l  th e  s u f f e r in g  and p a in  o f  a l l  m ankind.2 °
K az an tz ak is ' "p ass io n  f o r  l e a r n in g ,"  k in d le d  by th e  F ra n sc is c a n  monks a t  
Naxos, co n fro n ted  a  w orld c u l tu r e  e x p e r ie n c in g  some o f  th e  most d ram atic  
and s t a r t l i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  In n o v a tio n s  o f  any s im i la r  epoch in  th e  h is to r y  
o f  man. The tim e from  th e  m id -n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  u n t i l  World War 1 /  th e  
o u tb re a k  o f  th e  l a t t e r  b e in g  approx im ate ly  th e  tim e K azan tzak is com pleted 
h i s  fo rm al ed u c a tio n  and embarked on sy s te m a tiz in g  and e x p re ss in g  h is  
b a s ic  them es in to  a  c o h e ren t p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y , was a  v i t a l  one. K azant­
z a k is  reco g n ized  th e  im portance o f b i r t h  in  such tim es:
The C hinese have an amazing c u rse : "May you be b o rn  in  an i n t e r e s t in g
ep o ch ."  . . .  We a re  l i v in g  a t  a  cosmic r a t e —n o t y e a rs —weeks, day s , 
h o u rs . T ru ly  ev ery  moment nowadays has th e  v a lu e  o f a  c e n tu ry  . . . 
may you be b o rn  in  an i n t e r e s t in g  epoch 129
2 % a z a n tz a k is , R e p o rt, p .  9 6 .
2 % a z a n tz a k ls ,  L e t te r  t o  Stamos D iam antaras, 1951 > H. K azan tzak is , 
Nlkos K azan tzak is , p .  ^9^*
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The e r a  under d is c u s s io n  has been  c h a ra c te r iz e d  as th e  "Age o f  
I n d u s t r ia l i s m ,"  f o r  w ith  a  surge o f te c h n o lo g ic a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  d e v e l­
opment i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  sp read  from W estern Europe, th e  n o r th e rn  U nited  
S ta te s ,  and Jap an , t o  th e  Balkan s t a t e s ,  I t a l y ,  S pain , R u ss ia , Canada, 
and th e  rem ainder o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s .  C ontinu ing  developm ents a re ,  in  
ou r day , c a r ry in g  in d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  in to  th e  form er c o lo n ie s  o f  th e  w orld 
em pires—th e  re p u te d  T h ird  W orld. Mark Twain, ta lk in g  p r im a r i ly  o f  th e  
American s o c ia l  scen e , term ed th e  p e r io d  a "G ilded Age," f o r  a c q u is i t iv e  
m a te r ia lism  was, in  h is  v iew , th e  dom inant e th o s  o f th e  t im e . The b o u r­
g e o is ie  and th e  nouveaux r ic h e  were s e iz in g  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  c o n tro l  
and m a n ife s tin g  t h e i r  o f te n  b o o r ish  t a s t e  in  a tro c io u s  monuments and 
a r c h i t e c tu r e .  I t  has a ls o  been  term ed th e  "Age o f  N ationalism  and Power 
P o l i t i c s , "  f o r  I t a l y  and Germany became u n if ie d  and n a t io n a l  b o u n d aries  
le d  t o  n a t io n a l  chauvin ism . As th e  im p e r ia l i s t s  em pires became in c re a s in g ly  
v u ln e ra b le  t o  th e  M a rx is ts -L e n in is ts  c r i t iq u e  and th e  r i s i n g  consc iousness 
o f  th e  c o lo n iz e d , power p o l i t i c s  and an am oral "balance o f  power" ex p erien ced  
i t s  g r e a te s t  f a i l u r e  in  a  war o f  n a tio n a lism —th e  F i r s t  World War. Yet 
none o f  th e s e  te rm s ex p resses  th e  e ssen ce  o f  th o se  y ea rs  from 1350 to  
World War I  as w e ll  as does "The Age o f  S c ie n c e .” The more im p o rtan t 
s c i e n t i f i c  advances o f th e  age were made in  th e  f i e l d s  o f  astronom y, 
b io lo g y , p h y s ic s , ch em istry , psychology, and econom ics. These, combined 
w ith  th e  im p o rtan t p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l ig io u s ,  and a r t i s t i c  developm ents, have 
shaped, e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t ly ,  b o th  th e  form  and su b stan ce  o f 
K a z a n tz a k is ' and o th e r  t h i n k e r 's  p o l i t i c a l  ph ilo so p h y  in  th e  tw e n tie th  
c e n tu ry .
E a r ly  in  h i s  s tu d ie s  in  th e  gymnasium a t  H erak lio n  K azantzak is had come 
upon th e  im portance o f s c i e n t i f i c  s tu d ie s  t o  e th ic s  and m ora ls; "My s o u l
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has been  throw n in to  a  ferm ent by two t e r r i b l e  s e c r e t s  o u r p h y s ic s  te a c h e r
had re v e a le d  t o  u s .  . . . 1  b e l ie v e  th e  wounds he i n f l i c t e d  have f e s te r e d
e v e r  s i n c e . "30 The f i r s t  " t e r r i b l e  s e c r e t "  was h e l i o c e n t r i c  a s tro n o n y —
t h a t  th e  e a r th  i s  o n ly  one o f th e  many p la n e ts  re v o lv in g  around th e  sun .
T h is  r e v e la t io n  had im m ediate, p e rso n a l,  and r e l ig io u s  im p lic a tio n s  f o r
K azan tzak is and p rov ided  f u r th e r  f u e l  f o r  h i s  q u e s tio n in g  mind: "What was
t h i s  f a i r y  t a l e  our te a c h e rs  had so  sh am e less ly  p ra te d  abou t u n t i l  now—
t h a t  God had supposed ly  c re a te d  th e  sun  and moon as  ornam ents f o r  th e  e a r th ,
and hung th e  s t a r r y  heavens above as a  c h a n d e lie r  t o  g iv e  l i g h t ! "31 The
second " g re a t s e c r e t"  was th e  e v o lu tio n a ry  h y p o th e s is  p u t f o r th  by C h arles
Darwin in  1859 . Applying th e  p r in c ip le  o f  n a tu r a l  s e le c t io n  t o  human
b e in g s  th e  co n c lu s io n s  were reached  t h a t  m an 's a n c e s to rs  were m onkey-like
a n im a ls . T h is  was a  marked sh o rte n in g  o f  th e  d is ta n c e  betw een man, p la n t s ,
and an im als , o r ,  as  K azantzak is would say  i n  more d ram a tic  fa sh io n :
Man i s  n o t G od 's d a r l in g ,  h i s  p r iv i le g e d  c r e a tu r e .  The Lord God d id  
n o t b re a th e  in to  h i s  n o s t r i l s  th e  b re a th  o f  l i f e ,  d id  n o t g iv e  him an 
im m ortal s o u l .  Like a l l  o th e r  c r e a tu r e s ,  he i s  a  rung  in  th e  i n f i n i t e  
c h a in  o f  an im als , a  grandson o r  g re a t-g ra n d so n  o f  th e  ap e . I f  you 
s c ra tc h  o u r h id e  a  l i t t l e ,  i f  you s c r a tc h  o u r .s o u l  a  l i t t l e ,  b en ea th  
i t  you w i l l  f in d  our grandm other th e  monkeyW
Because o f  h i s  in te n se  concern w ith  th e  d iv in e  elem ent in  man K azan tzak is
d e f ie d  th e  b e l i t t l i n g  im p lic a tio n s  o f  e v o lu tio n a ry  b io lo g y  th rough  fo llo w in g
N ie tzsch e  and c o n s is te n t ly  em phasizing th e  bound less  p o t e n t i a l i t y  i n  man—
th e  g r e a t  s o u l r a th e r  th a n  th e  meek q u a l i t i e s  o f  man. In  a l i k e  manner
K azan tzak is fo llow ed  Bergson and a t t r ib u te d  t o  man, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o
3% azantzakis, R ep o rt, p .  114.
31I b i d . ,  p .  115.
32Ib id ., p . 115.
25
th e  a r t i s t ,  th e  e le v a t in g  c a p a b i l i ty  t o  g ra sp  th e  aean ln g  o f  th e  c r e a t iv e  
l i f e  p u lse  in  th e  w orld .
G rea t s c i e n t i f i c  s t r i d e s  were b e in g  Blade d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  in  th e  
f i e l d s  o f  ch em istry  and p h y s ic s . In  ch em istry  th e  fo u n d a tio n  f o r  th e  te c h ­
n o lo g ic a l  s o c ie ty  o f  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  was b e in g  l a i d  w ith  th e  in c re a s in g  
s o p h is t ic a t io n  in  u n d ers tan d in g  th e  atom—ev in ced  by D m itri Mendeleyev* s 
draw ing up a  p e r io d ic  t a b le  o f  chem ical e lem en ts based  on t h e i r  atom ic 
w e ig h ts . In  p h y s ic s  th e  r a t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  o f  th e  m e ch an is tic  w orld­
view  was b e in g  undermined by: ( l )  r e s e a rc h  in to  thermodynamics which
r e s u l te d  in  th e  F i r s t  and Seconds Laws th a t  d isp ro v ed  th e  p re su p p o s itio n s  
o f  Newtonian p h y s ic s  and a c c u ra te ly  d e p ic te d  th e  r e l a t i o n  betw een h e a t  
and m otive power which p ro v id ed  th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l  b ase  f o r  subsequen t 
i n d u s t r i a l  in v e n tio n s ; (2 ) re se a rc h  in to  e l e c t r i c a l  phenomena which 
made p o s s ib le  in v e n tio n s  t h a t  re v o lu tio n iz e d  m an's l i f e  and which le d ,  
i n  1889 , t o  th e  C u r ie 's  work in  r a d io a c t iv i t y  and d isc o v e ry  o f  th e  s t r u c tu r e  
and p o t e n t i a l i t y  o f  th e  atom—th e  consequences o f  which K azan tzak is , w ith  
many o th e r s ,  was t o  ad d ress  h im se lf .  The f i n a l  blow t o  th e  Newtonian 
u n iv e rse  come w ith  E in s te in  who, in  1905 and 1915, advanced h is  th e o ry  o f 
r e l a t i v i t y  which r e o r ie n te d  m an's a t t i t u d e  t o  th e  s t r u c tu r e  and m echanics 
o f  th e  u n iv e rse  and—w ith  i t s  r e l a t i v i s t i c  im p lic a tio n s  b e in g  c a r r ie d  in to  
rea lm s o th e r  th a n  s c ie n c e —f u r th e r  eroded  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b e l ie v in g  in  
th e  " t r u th "  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ,  m ora l, and even a e s th e t ic  c o n c e p ts .
S t i l l  an o th e r  a re a  o f  sc ie n c e  in  which developm ents were o c c u rr in g  
which would be im p o rtan t f o r  th e  developm ent o f  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  th o u g h t 
was psycho logy . In  1900 Ivan  Pavlov dem onstra ted  w ith  dogs th e  in f lu e n c e  
o f  p h y s ic a l  s t im u l i  on in v o lu n ta ry  p ro c e sse s  w hich, when adopted  in  th e  
U n ited  S ta te s  and o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  as  th e  b a s is  f o r  a  s o c ia l  psycho logy ,
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gave r i s e  t o  a  s c h o o l o f  b e h a v io r ism  t h a t  re d u c ed  man t o  a  m achine r e s ­
p o n d in g  t o  s t i m u l i .  Sigmund F reu d , on th e  o th e r  hand , d is c o v e re d  th e  
u n c o n sc io u s  in  m an 's  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  m ake-up and re v e a le d  th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  
o f  th e  human m ind; I n t r i c a c i e s  w hich K a z a n tz a k is , l i k e  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  
p re d e c e s s o rs  D ostoevesky  and N ie tz s c h e , would e x p lo re  i n  b r i l l i a n t  
f a s h io n .
V iew ing th e s e  d is c o v e r ie s  i n  t h e i r  c u m u la tiv e  im pact one can  e a s i l y
s e e  why, a s  one o b s e rv e r  h a s  s a id ,  th e y  were
t o  p ro v e  s h a t t e r i n g  t o  m an 's  s e l f - e s te e m  and c o n f id e n c e . The e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  th e o r y  seemed t o  have d iv e s te d  man o f  h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  
h e r i t a g e  o f  h av in g  b e en  c r e a te d  b y  a  s p e c i a l  a c t  o f  d iv in e  g ra c e .  
F r e u d 's  p lum bing  o f  m an 's  u n co n sc io u s  m e n ta l p ro c e s s e s  seemed t o  
s h a t t e r  th e  c h e r is h e d  b e l i e f  i n  m a n t  pow er o f  r e a s o n .  The busy  
d is m a n tl in g  o f  N ew ton 's c lockw ork  u n iv e r s e  b y  E i n s te in  and o th e r s  
was t o  be  o f  g r e a t  consequence  f o r  m an 's  v iew  o f  th e  u n iv e rs e  and 
h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  scheme o f  t h i n g s .  The re p la c e m e n t o f  a b s o lu te  law s 
b y  th e o r i e s  o f  r e l a t i v i t y  would soon  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t o f  th e  sp h ere  
o f  s c ie n c e  t o  th e  f i e l d  o f  m o r a l i ty ,  w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  a b s o lu te  
v a lu e s  and s tan d ard § _ w o u ld  be  th r e a te n e d .  How th e  m igh ty  Homo 
s a p ie n s  had  f a l l e n !
T hese  a re  b u t  a  few  o f  th e  t r u l y  Im p o rtan t d ev elopm en ts  and b re a k th ro u g h s
w hich s e t  th e  s ta g e  f o r  th e  w orld  scen e  o f  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  on which
K a z a n tz a k is  c a r r i e d  o u t th e  s t r u g g le  o f  l i f e .  What w ith  th e  b r i l l i a n c e
o f  th e s e  advances i t  i s  l i t t l e  wonder t h a t  th e  d e c l in e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h
i n  an  in c r e a s in g ly  s e c u la r iz e d  w orld  was re p la c e d  b y  a  p r o p o r t io n a te  r i s e
i n  d o gm atic  s c i e n t i f i c  f a i t h .  K a z a n tz a k is , th ro u g h o u t h i s  l i f e ,  tu rn e d  a
3 3 t .  W alter W allbank e t  a l . , C iv i l i z a t io n  P a s t  and P re s e n t, 6 th  e d . 
(G lenview , I l l l n l o s :  S c o t t ,  Foresm an, and Company, 1969) ,  l i t ,  p .  373•
The h i s t o r i c a l  in fo rm a t io n  above came l a r g e l y  from  P a r t  F o u r , "REALISM AND 
REALPOLEPIK". T h is  i s  a  w id e ly  u sed  s ta n d a rd  t e x t  on w orld  h i s t o r y  
w ith  P a r t  F ou r p ro v id in g  a  s im p le , c l e a r  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  
and i n t e l l e c t u a l  m i l ie u  o f  th e  p e r io d  u n d er d i s c u s s io n .
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s c a th in g ly  c r i t i c a l  3 p i r l t  t o  an exam ination  o f  th e  many o v e rs ig h ts  o f  t h i s  
new God o f  th e  W est. He r e s i s t e d  th e  e x te n t  t o  which he and h is  contem­
p o r a r ie s  were in f lu e n c e d , e i t h e r  o v e r t ly  o r  c o v e r t ly ,  by th e  s c i e n t i f i c  
e th o s .  K azan tzak is  fo cu sed  p a r t i c u la r l y  on th e  d e v i t a l i z a t io n ,  dehuman­
iz a t io n ,  and d e s t r u c t io n  o f  n e c e ssa ry  myth, m iranda, and symbol o f th e  
W estern  w orld b ro u g h t about th ro u g h  s c ie n tic is m . T h is  c r i t iq u e  o f  sclent* 
t ic i s m  i s ,  as  we s h a l l  s e e , a  key elem ent in  K azan tzak is ' th e o ry  o f  th e  
t r a n s i t i o n a l  age .
W ith th e s e  fa m ily , s o c io - p o l i t i c a l ,  and c u l tu r a l  in f lu e n c e s  in  mind 
l e t  us move t o  th e  n ex t s ta g e  in  our t a s k  o f  an a ly z in g  th e  developm ent 
o f  th e  b a s ic s  o f  K az a n tz a k is ' p h ilo so p h y , th e s e  b a s ic s  l a t e r  p ro v id in g  th e  
m e tap h y sica l fo u n d a tio n  f o r  h i s  p o l i t i c s .  T h is  i s  an exam ination  o f  th o se  
d e c is iv e  s te p s —C h r is t ,  N ie tz sc h e , Buddha, B ergson, Lenin, and Odysseus—^  
o f  which he spoke. F o llow ing  t h i s  we w i l l  a r r iv e  a t  th e  most c r u c ia l  a sp e c t 
o f  ou r I n i t i a l  a n a ly s is  w herein  we w i l l  c r i t i c a l l y  in v e s t ig a te  K azan tzak is ' 
C re tan  g la n c e , which i s  a  s y n th e s is  o f  th e  in f lu e n c e s  o f  h i s  fa m ily , h i s  
ch ildhood  e x p e r ie n c e s , and th e  s c i e n t i f i c  and p o l i t i c a l  developm ents o f 
h i s  age , w ith  th e  r e l ig io u s  and p h ilo so p h ic  le s s o n s  o f  th e  m entors to  
wham he p a id  a l le g le n c e ,  in to  a  r i c h ,  complex, and harm onious W eltan­
schauung.
^ S c a z a n tz a k is , i n  R ep o rt, l i s t s  in  two p la c e s  th e s e  " s te p s " ;  p .  15, 
" C h r is t ,  Buddha, L en in , O dy sseu s ,"; p .  W+5 ,  "Homer, Buddha, N ie tz sch e , 
B ergson, and Z orba. The f i r s t ,  f o r  me, was th e  p e a c e fu l,  b r i l l i a n t l y  
lum inous ey e , l i k e  th e  s u n 's  d is k ,  which il lu m in a te d  th e  e n t i r e  u n iv e rse  
w ith  i t s  redem ptive sp le n d o r; Buddha, th e  b o tto m less  J e t - d a r k  eye in  
which th e  w orld drowned and was d e l iv e r e d .  Bergson r e l ie v e d  me o f  v a r io u s  
unso lved  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  problem s which to rm ented  me in  my e a r ly  youth ; 
N ie tzsch e  en ric h e d  me w ith  new angu ishes and in s t r u c te d  me how t o  tra n sfo rm  
m is fo r tu n e , b i t t e r n e s s ,  and u n c e r ta in ty  in to  p r id e ;  Zorba ta u g h t me t o  love 
l i f e  and have no f e a r  o f  d e a th ."
D e c is iv e  S te p s :  T w e n tie th  C en tu ry  Masks
F o llo w in g  th e  co m p le tio n  o f  h i s  s tu d ie s  a t  Naxos and th e  gymnasium
a t  H erak lio n , K azan tzak is l e f t  f o r  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Athens where he
m a tr ic u la te d  from  1902 u n t i l  1906 , ta k in g  a  d e g re e  w ith  h ig h  h o n o rs  in
law . In  Athens he w rote a r t i c l e s ,  p la y s , and worked a t  h is  f i r s t  o f  many
s t i n t s  as a  newspaper co lu m n is t. H is f a th e r  agreed  t o  send him t o
P a r is  f o r  f u r th e r  academ ic s tu d y  i n  1907. While th e r e  he au d ited  co u rses
a t  th e  Sorbonne in  th e  sch o o l o f  Law, a tten d e d  H enri B erg so n 's  l e c tu r e s
a t  th e  C o llege  de F ran ce , became e n th r a l le d  w ith  F re d e r lc h  N ie tz s c h e 's
p h ilo so p h y , and awoke t o  th e  dynamic c u r re n ts  s w ir l in g  th ro u g h  Europe.
B ergson  and N ie tz sc h e  w ere t o  become th e  dom inant i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t im u la n ts
f o r  K az an tza k is ' th o u g h t;
In  h is  e a r ly  youth  K azan tzak is w rote two t r e a t i s e s ,  one on N ie tzsche  
and one on B ergson, and though  s c h o la rs  may l a t e r  t r a c e  in  h is  tho u g h t 
perv ad in g  in f lu e n c e s  . . .  o f  d iv e rs e  and c o n tra ry  s t r a i n s  . . . th e y  
w i l l  d is c o v e r ,  I  b e l ie v e ,  t h a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  in f lu e n c e s  were th e
d e e p e s t .^5
T h is  i s  no t t o  say  t h a t  K azan tzak is was u nacquain ted  w ith  o th e r  p h i lo s ­
o p h e rs . Indeed , he was f a m il ia r  w ith  most O cc id en ta l and O r ie n ta l  p h i lo s ­
ophy. He t r a n s la te d  and commented on such  v a r ie d  th in k e r s  as W illiam  James 
and O rtega y  G asse t, Bacon and D ostoevesky, P la to  and M a ch ia v e lli, draw ing 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  su sten an ce  from a l l .  We do n o t examine in  d e t a i l  a l l  th e se  
d iv e r s e  and p e r ip h e ra l  in f lu e n c e s  f o r  our purpose i s  no t a t  one w ith  th e
35Klmon F r i a r ,  " In tro d u c tio n "  t o  Nikos K azan tzak is , The Odyssey: A
Modern S equel, t r a n s .  Klmon F r i a r  (New f o rk :  Simon and S c h u s te r , I n c . ,
l9 5 o ; ,  p .  x iv ,  see a l s o  pp . 12-13 above. For th o se  in te r e s te d  in  more 
e x te n s iv e  tre a tm e n ts  o f  K azan tzak is ' I n t e l l e c tu a l  d e b ts  see: "Rlkos K azant­
z a k is  S p e c ia l  Number," J o u rn a l  o f  Modern L i t e r a tu r e , I I  (November 1971); 
and, P o u lak ld as , "The Novels o f  K azan tzak is and Hflieir E x i s t e n t i a l  Sources" 
(U npublished Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ) .
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m a jo r i ty  o f  K a za n tz a k is ' a n a ly s ts ,  t h e i r  I n te r e s t s  b e in g  p r im a r i ly  l i t e r a r y  
h i s to r y ;
F or aver a  decade now, K az an tz ak is ' w r itin g  has a t t r a c t e d  a.num ber o f  
co m p aritis t-co in m en ta to rs . The a u th o r 's  own adm ission  about th o se  who 
had In flu en ce d  him—•N ie tzsch e , B ergson, L enin , C h r is t ,  Buddha—-has 
g iv en  c r i t i c s  th e  in c e n tiv e  t o  see  him p r im a r i ly  in  l i g h t  o f  each  o f 
th e s e  th in k e r s ,  in  th e  shadow o f each p re d e c e sso r , n o t as  a  w r i te r  w ith  
a  shadow o f  h i s  own. I t  i s  as i f  th e s e  c r i t i c s  have t a s t e d  a  unique 
d is h  and, unab le  t o  id e n t i f y  i t  f o r  y h a t i t  i s ,  th e y  compare i t  t o  th e  
in d iv id u a l  In g re d ie n ts  i t  c o n ta in s .^
What we seek  a t  t h i s  p o in t  i s  t o  p ro v id e  a  s k e le ta l  sk e tc h  o f  th e  developm ent
o f  K a za n tza k is ' th o u g h t as a  n ec e ssa ry  p r e r e q u is i te  t o  an u n d ers tan d in g  o f
h i s  p o l i t i c s .  T h e re fo re , ou r exam ination  o f  h is  p h ilo so p h ic  and s p i r i t u a l
m entors w i l l  .p in p o in t o n ly  th e  m ajor c o n tr ib u to r s ,  N ie tzsche  and Bergson,
t o  what we b e l ie v e ,  w ith  S a w a s , t o  be e s s e n t i a l l y  an o r ig in a l  v is io n .
Much has been  w r i t te n  about th e  r e v e r e n t i a l  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  K azantzak is
t o  N ie tz sc h e . K a za n tza k is ' p h ilo so p h y  was o b v io u sly  shaped by N ie tz s c h e 's
f o r  i t  concerns i t s e l f  w ith  many o f  th e  f a n c i f u l ,  b r i l l i a n t ,  and b r u ta l l y
p e n e tr a t in g  in tu i t i o n s  and in s ig h ts  o f  N ie tz sc h e . One o b se rv e r , who i s
s p e c i f i c a l l y  I n te r e s te d  in  th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f K azan tzak is ' N letzschean ism
i n  Zorba th e  G reek, sa y s :
A g r e a t  te a c h e r  o f  K azan tzak is , b e fo re  he met Zorba, was N ie tz sc h e . . . . 
[jEn P a r is  in  1907 and 1908 he w rote] h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  ,fF re d e ric h  
N ie tzsch e  and His P h ilo sophy  o f  R ig h t."  In  h is  R eport To G reco, 
in  th e  c h a p te r  e n t i t l e d  " P a r is .  N ie tzsch e  th e  G rea t M a rty r ,"  one 
can re a d  how t h i s  p h ilo so p h e r -p o e t-p ro fe s so r  a s s i s te d  K azan tzak is in  
b rea k in g  away from  th e  b a r r i e r s  o f  h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  and c u l tu r a l  p a s t .
Such was h i s  I n t e r e s t  in  N ie tzsch e  t h a t  around 1915, a t  th e  tim e he 
f i r s t  met George Zorba, K azan tzak is t r a n s la te d  in to  modern G reek f o r  
th e  A thenian  p u b l is h e r ,  George P h ex is , N ie tz s c h e 's  Thus Spake Zara* 
th u s t r a .  '
3^Minas Savvas, "K azantzakis And M arxism ," J o u rn a l  o f  Modern L i te r a tu r e , 
I I  (November 1971), P- 284.
37Andre as K. F o u lak ld as , "K azan tzak is ' Zorba th e  Greek and N ie tz s c h e 's  
Thus Spake Z a ra th u s tr a , " P h i lo lo g ic a l  Q u a r te r ly , XXXXlK (1970), pp . 234-35•
As no ted  above, K azan tzak is f i r s t  became sy m p a th e tic a lly  I n te r e s te d
In  N ie tz s c h e 's  p h ilo so p h y  d u rin g  h is  P a r is  s t u d i e s .3® i t  was an
ex trem ely  im portan t e v en t f o r  th e  q u e s tio n in g , y o u th fu l Nikos who saw
in  N ie tz s c h e 's  r i c h  m etap h y sica l c r i t iq u e  o f  th e  d e s p i r i t u a l i z a t i o n  o f
contem porary man and h is  c e le b ra t io n  o f  th e  g ia n t  in  man a  new a l t e r n a t iv e
t o  th e  decadence and b o u rg e o is ie  m a te ra lism  so  w idespread  in  Europe a t
th e  tim e and t o  th e  b lan d n ess  and in e f f e c tu a l  h y p o c r i t ic a l  form s which
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  C h r i s t i a n i ty  was ta k in g ;
I t  was s o l id ,  le o n in e  nourishm ent t h a t  N ie tzsch e  fe d  me a t  t h i s  most 
c r i t i c a l ,  most hungry moment o f  my y o u th . I  had waxed lu x u r ia n t ,  and 
now I  found m yself to o  c o n s tr ic te d  b o th  by  contem porary man in  th e  
s t a t e  t o  which he had reduced  h im se lf ,  and by  C h r is t  in  th e  s t a t e  t o  
which He had been reduced  by man.39
K azan tzak is  was so  moved by th e  tra g e d y  o f  N ie tzsch e  t h a t  he undertook  a
p ilg rin m ag e  t o  th e  new G olgotha, as  he term ed i t ,  t o  th e  German v i l l a g e
o f  N ie tz s c h e 's  b i r t h  and t o  th o se  p la c e s  in  S w itze rla n d  and F rance where
N ie tzsch e  w rote and l iv e d .  T h is d isp la y e d  th e  l i f e lo n g  p a s s io n  w ith  which
^^K azan tzak is , R ep o rt, p .  318, t e l l s  o f  how he was f i r s t  in tro d u ce d  
t o  N ie tz s c h e 's  p h ilo so p h y  in  P a r is  by a  young g i r l  in  th e  B ib llo th d q u e  
Sain te-G enevidve who shoved a  m an 's photograph in  a  la rg e  book t o  him w ith  
th e  p e r s o n 's  name covered and s a id  " i t ' s  you—th e  v e ry  Image. . . .  D o n 't 
you reco g n ize  him? I s  i t  th e  f i r s t  tim e yo u 'v e  seen  him? I t ' s  N ie tzsch e!
N ie tzsch e! I  had h eard  o f  him , b u t s t i l l  had n o t re a d  any o f  h i s  b o o k s ."  
However, acco rd ing  t o  P e te r  B ien , "K azan tzak is9 N ie tz sch ea n ism ," J o u rn a l  
o f  Modern L i te r a tu r e ,  I I  (November 1971), p* 2U8, he a c tu a l ly  was "aware 
o f  N ie tzsch e  b e fo re  he went t o  P a r i s .  H is f i r s t  w ife c la im s in  h e r  f i c t i o n ­
a l i z e d  b iog raphy  o f  him t h a t  he f i r s t  re a d  N ie tzsch e  in  h ig h  s c h o o l. We 
shou ld  remember t h a t  in  th e s e  y ea rs  (1899- 1902) N ie tz s c h e 's  th o u g h t was w e ll 
known in  Greece and was a lre a d y  e x e r t in g  an in f lu e n c e  on w r i te r s  . . . th u s  
i t  would have bean  n a tu r e !  f o r  K az a n tza k is ' c u r io s i t y  t o  have been  aroused  
a t  t h i s  e a r ly  age, and i f  n o t th e n , c e r t a in ly  d u rin g  h i s  y e a rs  as  a  u n iv e r­
s i t y  s tu d e n t in  Athens (1902-1906). To b o l s t e r  th e s e  s p e c u la t io n s ,  however, 
we have d i r e c t  e v id e n c e . N ie tzsch e  was invoked by K azan tzak is  i n  1906 in  
h i s  v e ry  f i r s t  p u b lish ed  work, th e  e s sa y  "The S ickness o f  The C e n tu ry " ."
^^K azan tzak is , R eport, pp . 331-32.
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K azan tzak is became Invo lved  w ith  peop le  and th in g s .  L a te r  In  h is  l i f e  
he t r a n s la t e d  many o f  N ie tz s c h e 's  works and composed en cy c lo p ed ia  a r t i c l e s  
on N ie tzsch e  as w e ll as  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  K azan tzak is n o t o n ly  in c o r ­
p o ra te d  many o f  N ie tz s c h e 's  them es in to  h i s  work b u t a ls o  had , th ro u g h o u t 
h i s  l i f e ,  a  sen se  o f  a f f i n i t y  w ith  N ie tz s c h e 's  d ram atic  odyssey . He a t  one 
tim e  k ep t a  mask o f  N ie tzsch e  above th e  d o o r t o  h i s  s tu d y  and always sought 
m ountain o r  seash o re  s o l i tu d e ,  as N ie tzsch e  had , f o r  h is  c r e a t iv e  p e r io d s .  
W ritin g  from  Z urich  in  1917 K azan tzak is d is p la y s  t h i s  id e n t i f i c a t i o n :  " I
work a lo n e , w andering th ro u g h  th e  m oun tains, and sometimes N ie tz s c h e 's  face  
appears  b e fo re  me, d is tu r b in g  as  a  p a in f u l  p re m o n itio n ."1*  ̂ I t  was th rough 
N ie tz s c h e 's  famous p ro c lam a tio n  "God i s  d ea d !"  t h a t  K azan tzak is f i r s t  
saw c le a r ly  th e  ab y ss , th e  v o id  o f  n o th in g n ess  he had b a re ly  sensed  in  h is  
a d o le scen ce , and f i r s t  r e a l i z e d  th e  im p lic a tio n s  t h e r e in ,  f o r  N ie tz s c h e 's  
v iv id  p h ilo so p h y  p o r tr a y s  th e  u l t im a te  c a p a c ity  o f  man and th e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  
o f  th e  w orld f o r  d e s p a i r .
N ie tz s c h e , who saw h i s  e r a  a s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  new w o rld — a  w orld  
w ith o u t God— so u g h t t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  m anner in  w hich C h r i s t i a n i t y  had 
e n s la v e d  man, had dehum anized and d e v i t a l i z e d  man, and had u l t im a te ly  
c o n t r ib u te d  t o  i t s  own d e m ise . He a l s o  so u g h t t o  p r e s c r ib e  f o r  f u tu r e  
man—f o r  f r e e d  man, th e  uberm ensch . N ie tz sc h e  g iv e s  a  c o n c is e  a cc o u n t o f  
t h e  m anner i n  w hich C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  dom ina ted  man:
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  L e t te r  t o  I a n n is  A ngelak is , 1917, H. K azan tzak is , Nikos 
K azan tzak is , p .  6 6 . B ien , "K azantzakis* N ie tz sc h e an ism ," J o u rn a l  o f  
Modern L i t e r a tu r e , c i t e s  from  L e t te r s  To G a le te a  (A thens 19!?9), two in s ta n c e s ,  
p .  247 and 250 r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  o f  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  as r e l a t e d  by  K azantzak is 
t o  h i s  f i r s t  w ife  i n  a  l e t t e r  from  B e r l in  in  1922: "The o th e r  day  a German
I  know ra n  up t o  me a s  I  was r e tu rn in g  some books t o  th e  l i b r a r y  and t o l d  
me w ith  em otion t h a t  s e e in g  me he had sudden ly  th o u g h t he had seen  N ie tz s c h e ." ;  
and, r e c a l l in g  a  v i s i t  t o  N ie tz s c h e 's  b i r th p la c e  in  Naumburg, he was 
shaken by  " th e  t r a g i c  fa c e  o f  t h a t  n an  who b e a rs  such a f f i n i t y  t o  my 
s p i r i t u a l  and c o rp o re a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n . "
1. I t  granted an absolute value, as opposed to  h is  sm allness y»nH 
accidental occurrence In the f lu x  of becoming and passing away.
2 .  I t  served the advocates o f God Insofar as i t  conceded to  the world, 
in  sp ite  o f su ffer in g  and e v i l ,  the character o f p erfection —including  
"freedom"; e v i l  appeared f u l l  o f meaning.
3* I t  posited  that man had a knowledge o f absolute values and thus 
adequate knowledge p r e c ise ly  regarding what i s  most important. 
k. I t  prevented man from desp ising  him self as man, from taking sid es  
against l i f e ;  from despairing o f knowledge: i t  was a means of
preservation .
In sum: m orality was.the great antidote against p ra c tica l and
th e o re tica l n ih ilism . 1
As such, C h ristian ity  made man le s s  than he would be, i t  inculcated in to  
h is  being a philosophy o f servitu de, and i t  acclaimed absolute parameters 
to  h is  questioning, philosophizing, ac tion s, and exp ectations. However, 
in  the modern age, with the s ta r t lin g  developments in  the physical sc ien ces, 
the increasing s tr e ss  on man's In te lle c tu a l c a p a b ilit ie s , and such in c i ­
s iv e  cr itiq u es o f C h ristian ity  as issued  by Feuerbach and o thers, man 
became le s s  and le s s  attuned to  the dogmatic preachings o f C h ristian ity , 
le s s  receptive to  the idea of a governing God, and more aware o f h is  
lo n e ly  ex isten ce  in  the un iverse. As Nietzsche t e l l s  us:
The C hristian e th ic s  with i t s  key notion . . . the in terp retation  of 
nature as a proof o f God's b en efic ien t care; the in terp retation  of  
h istory  to  the g lory  of d iv ine providence, as perpetual testim ony of 
a moral order and moral ends; the Interpretation  o f individual exp­
erience as preordained, purposely arranged for  the sa lva tion  of the 
so u l—a l l  these are now th ings o f the past.^ 2
N ie tz sc h e  co n clu d ed  from  t h i s  h i s  fam ous p ro c la m a tio n  "God i s  d e ad " ! But
where i s  man i n  a  G o d less  w o rld ; where a re  h i s  v a lu e s ,  h i s  g u id e s ,  h i s
a s p i r a t i o n s  and e sq p e c ta tio n s? Man i s  a lo n e , a c c o rd in g  t o  N ie tz s c h e , and
must create from h is  lo n e lin e ss , and the accompanying despair and
^ F r e d e r i c h  N ie tz s c h e , The W ill  To Pow er, t r a n s .  W a lte r  Kaufmann and 
R . J . H o llin g d a le  w ith  Commentary by  KaufWann (New Y ork: The V ik in g
P r e s s ,  195*0 > PP» 9-10*
|ip
N ie tz s c h e , The Gay S c ie n c e : Book V, The P o r ta b le  N ie tz s c h e , p p . M 7 -I+8 .
33
a l ie n a t io n ,  a  new, f r e s h ,  c r e a t iv e ,  and more w onderfu lly  human a t t i t u d e  
t o  l i f e  and to  th e  w orld . He m ust " rev a lu e  a l l  v a lu e s ,"  in  f r e e ,  f o r c e ­
f u l ,  human te rm s . However, N ie tzsche  was no t so  na ive  as t o  th in k  th a t  
th e  r e v a lu a t io n ,  th e  passage from su b se rv ie n t dogma-hope o f  s a lv a t io n  t o  
c r e a t iv e  a s p ir a t io n s  and r e a l i z a t i o n s ,  would come e a s i ly .  The w orld o f 
men would f i r s t  p ass  th ro u g h  an epoch o f  extrem e d e s p a ir—an e r a  o f 
to r tu r e d  n ih i l is m : " I  see  th e  f lo o d - t id e  o f  n ih i l is m  r i s i n g . " ^  i n  t h a t
t r a n s i t o r y  epoch o f d e s p a ir  man, lo n e ly ,  h o p e le s s , and a f r a id ,  c a s t3  
about seek in g  som ething t o  which he can a t ta c h  h is  hopes, f in d  v a lu e s , and 
f i l l  h is  e x is te n c e  w ith  m eaning.
K azan tzak is saw h is  age as th e  " t r a n s i to r y  epoch o f d e s p a ir"  and threw  
h is  l i f e  in to  th e  s tru g g le  t o  a id  s u f f e r in g  hum anity. B ien , who t r a n s ­
la te d  K a z a n tz a k is ’ The L ast Tem ptation  o f C h r i s t , S a in t F r a n c is , and 
R e p o rt. r e f l e c t s  on th e  N ie tzschean  o r ie n ta t io n  o f  th e se  works and goes 
so  f a r  as t o  say  t h a t  K azantzak is "echoes N ie tz s c h e 's  c ry  to  our t im e s . 
T h is  echo i s  perhaps no more e v id e n t th a n  in  K azan tzak is1 most w e ll 
known work ( a t  l e a s t  i n  t h i s  c o u n try ) , Zorba th e  G reek. B ien ex p lo red  
in  d e t a i l  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  o f Zorba t o  N ie tz s c h e 's  The B ir th  o f  Tragedy 
and reached  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  "K azantzakis co n sc io u s ly  o r u n co n sc io u sly  
modeled Zorba th e  G reek on N ie tz s c h e 's  g r e a t  w o r k . "^5 P o u lak id as, who 
lik e w ise  ex p lo red  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f Zorba t o  N ie tz s c h e 's  Thus Spake
llO
J N ie tz sc h e , quoted in  O rtega y G a sse t, The R evo lt o f  th e  M asses, 
t r a n s .  anon. (New York: W. W. N orton and Company, I n c . ,  1 # J£ ), p . 59•
^ P e t e r  B ien , "Zorba th e  G reek, N ie tz sch e , and th e  P e re n n ia l Greek 
P red icam en t,"  A ntioch  Review, XXV (S pring  1965), P« 155»
^ 5I b id . ,  p .  151 .
3 ^
Z a ra th u s tra , drew a d i f f e r e n t  co n c lu sio n :
Thus i t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  t o  deny Mr. B ien th e  a u th o r i t a t iv e  in s ig h ts  
t h a t  he has in to  N ie tz s c h e 's  te rm in o lo g y , f o r  i t  d id  in f lu e n c e  K azant­
z a k i s ' m ajor c h a r a c te r s .  What one cannot r a d i c a l ly  accep t i s  t h a t  i t  
was The B ir th  o f Tragedy th a t  was th e  "model" f o r  Zorba th e  G reek. In  
th e o ry , th e r e  I s  no doubt t h a t  t h i s  form er work re g u la te d  K az a n tza k is ' 
th o u g h t, b u t in  p r a c t ic e  and te c h n iq u e , th e  a c tu a l  model f o r  th e  
w r i tin g  o f Zorba th e  Greek has been N ie tz s c h e 's  Thus Spake Z a ra th u s tn , 
a  work th a t  c l e a r ly  i l l u s t r a t e s  and communicates N ie tz s c h e 's  th e o ry  
c o n c re te ly  and m e ta p h o ric a lly  as w e ll .  1°
Even in  t h e i r  d isag reem en t th e se  assessm ents ev in ce  th e  wide r e c o g n it io n
and consensus t h a t  Zorba, and by im p lic a tio n  K a za n tz a k is ' o th e r  w orks, a re
patte rned , a f t e r  and c e n te red  around many Of th e  p rim ary  b e l i e f s  which
compose th e  v iv id  and com pelling  ph ilo so p h y  o f N ie tz sc h e .
These and o th e r  commentators on com parative l i t e r a t u r e  a re  fond o f
com piling l i s t s  o f  th e  s p e c i f ic s  o f  K azan tzak is ' d e b ts  t o  N ie tz sc h e . Both
B ien and P ou lak idas do so  in  e x te n s iv e  fa sh io n  in  p la c e s  o th e r  th a n  th e
above c i te d  a r t i c l e s .  F r i a r ,  however, has b e s t  d e s c r ib e d  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n s
o f N ie tzsch e—in  a d d it io n  t o  th e  p re v io u s ly  d isc u s se d  e la b o ra t io n  o f  th e
abyss o f n o th in g n ess  and th e  accompanying t r a n s i t o r y  e r a —-to K a za n tz ak is '
W eltanschauung:
N ie tzsch e  confirm ed him in  h is  p r e d i le c t io n  f o r  th e  D ionysian  as 
opposed t o  th e  A pollon ian  v is io n  o f  l i f e ;  f o r  D ionysus, th e  god o f 
wine and r e v e l r y ,  o f  ascend ing  l i f e ,  o f  Joy in  a c t io n ,  o f  e c s t a t i c  
m otion and I n s p i r a t io n ,  o f  I n s t i n c t  and ad v en tu re  and d a u n tle s s  
s u f f e r in g ,  th e  god o f  song and m usic and dance; as  opposed t o  A pollo , 
th e  god o f  p eace , o f  l e i s u r e  and re p o se , o f  a e s th e t ic  em otion and 
I n t e l l e c tu a l  co n tem p la tio n , o f  lo g ic a l  o rd e r  and p h ilo s o p h ic a l  calm, 
th e  god o f  p a in t in g  and s c u lp tu re  and e p ic  p o e try .  . . . however . . • 
i t  was n o t a t  a l l  a  r e j e c t io n ,  b u t r a th e r  an a s s im i la t io n  o f  th e  
A pollon ian  v i s io n  o f  l i f e .
From N ie tz sch e , K azantzak is a ls o  to o k  th e  e x a l t a t io n  o f  tra g e d y  
a s  th e  Joy o f  l i f e ,  a  c e r t a in  " t r a g ic  optim ism " o f  th e  s tro n g  man who 
d e l ig h ts  t o  d isc o v e r  t h a t  s t r i f e  i s  th e  p erv ad in g  law  o f  l i f e .  . . .
But in  c o n tr a s t  t o  N ie tz sch e , K azantzak is had an in te n s e  lo v e  f o r  th e
^ P o u la k id a s ,  P h i lo lo g ic a l  Q u a r te r ly , XXXXDC (1970), pp . 2h3-bh
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common man and a  b e l i e f  in  s o c i a l i s t i c  o rd e rs  which t r y  t o  a l l e v i a t e  
p o v e rty  and l i f t  o p p re ss io n . . . .  I t  was K a z a n tz a k is ' v a in  dream, 
perhaps as i t  was t h a t  o f  Odysseus and Moses, t o  make » l l  in d iv id u a ls  
in to  s u p e r io r  b e in g s , t o  le a d  them tow ard th e  Prom ised Land and t o  
t e s t  them t o  th e  b reak in g  p o i n t .^7
As In d ic a te d  e a r l i e r ,  K azan tzak is fo llow ed  N ie tz sc h e , who p o ssessed  a 
trem endous c a p a c ity  t o  p e n e tra te  th e  com forting  and h y p o c r i t ic a l  facad e  
o f  modern l i f e  th ro u g h  ev o c a tiv e  ep igram s, in  d efen d in g  th e  h ig h e r  q u a l i t i e s  
o f  man a g a in s t  a  m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  c o rp o ra te  p o l i t i c a l  e th o s .  He sought 
b a s ic a l ly  t o  provoke h i s  fe llo w  men in to  r e a l i z in g  th e  t r u e  p o t e n t i a l  o f 
t h e i r  e x is te n c e .  K azan tzak is v ie d  a g a in s t  i n ju s t i c e  and o p p re ss io n  san c­
t io n e d  o r p e rp e tra te d  by th e  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  sp h ere  which in h i b i t s  such 
r e a l i z a t i o n .  H is was an  o p t im is t ic  and e le v a t in g  view  o f  m an 's p o t e n t i a l .  
But w hereas N ie tz sch e , b eg in n in g  w ith  th e se  g o a ls ,  was le d  t o  th e  overman 
and a  le n g th y  s o c ie t a l  c r i t iq u e  which co n ta in ed  l i t t l e  s u b s ta n tiv e  p re ­
s c r ip t iv e  c o n te n t,  K azan tzak is—though never lo s in g  s ig h t  o f  th e  g ia n t  
p o te n t i a l  o f  c e r t a in  s u p e r io r  in d iv id u a ls —was le d  t o ,  as F r i a r  to ld  u s ,
"an in te n s e  lo v e  f o r  th e  conmon man and a  b e l i e f  in  s o c i a l i s t i c  o r d e r s ."
He was t o  ta k e  one o f th e  most com passionate and com pelling  p o s i t io n s  o f  
any modern th in k e r .  K azan tzak is , u n lik e  N ie tz sch e , sought some p o s i t iv e  
means t o  b e t t e r  th e  l o t  o f  man. In  t h i s  q u e s t f o r  an a f f i rm a t iv e  p h i l ­
osophy N ie tz s c h e 's  te a c h in g s  combined t o  g iv e  K az an tza k is ' th o u g h t 
u n d en iab le  f ig u r a t iv e  and sym bolic b r i l l i a n c e ,  J a r r in g  in s ig h t s ,  and an 
u n e rr in g  c r i t i c a l  f a c u l ty  which en ab le  a b reak in g  away from  th e  b a r r i e r s  
o f  th e  p a s t .  These f a c e ts  were w e ll supplem ented by th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  
o th e r  o f th o se  " e a r l i e s t ,  d ee p e s t in f lu e n c e s " —H enri B ergson.
^ F r i a r ,  " In tro d u c t io n ,"  K a z a n tz a k is ',  The Odyssey, pp . x iv -x v . For 
s im i la r  l i s t s  o f  N ie tz s c h e 's  c o n tr ib u tio n s  t o  K a za n tz ak is ' a r t  and p h i l ­
osophy see : P o u lak id as , "The Novels o f  K azan tzak is And T h e ir  E x i s t e n t i a l
S ources" (U npublished Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ) ,  p .  2kQ; and B ien , J o u rn a l  o f  
Modern L i te r a tu r e ,  n  (November 1971), p .  26k.
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B e rg so n 's  p h ilo so p h y  s p e l l e d  o u t a  p o s i t i v e ,  a f f e c t i o n a t e ,  and a f f i r ­
m a tiv e  w o rld -v iew . Where N ie tz sc h e  had  s t r ip p e d  m eaning from  m an 's  h i s t o r y  
b y  te a c h in g  e t e r n a l  r e c u r ra n c e  and had r e v e a le d  th e  ab y ss  w ith  i t s  n i h i ­
l i s t i c  im p l ic a t io n s ,  t o  be e x p lo re d  th o ro u g h ly  by  K a za n tz ak is  in  Buddhism , 
B ergson  ta u g h t  c r e a t iv e  e v o lu t io n  w hich p ro v id e d  e x i s t e n t i a l  p o t e n t i a l i t y  
t o  h i s t o r y .  He showed t o  K a za n tz ak is  t h a t  w hich l i e s  i n  th e  v o id —th e  
I n v i s ib l e  C ry o r  t h e  l i f e  f o r c e :
D eeply im p rin ted  in  K azan tzak is ' memory were B erg so n 's  l e c tu r e s  th a t  
he had a tte n d ed  in  P a r is  in  1907-1908 as w e ll  as  h i s  works C re a tiv e  
E v o lu tio n , Time and F ree  W ill , M atte r and Memory. In  Ja n u a ry , 1913, 
K azantzak is summarized f o r  th e  members o f  th e  E d u c a tio n a l S o c ie ty  
th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  Bergson who, in  c o n tr a s t  t o  N ie tz sch e , was re sp o n ­
s ib le  f o r  an im ating  and e n r ic h in g  him w ith  a p o s i t iv e  p o in t o f  view ; 
a ls o ,  in  th e  Jan u a ry  22 , 1913, B u l le t in  o f  th e  E d u ca tio n a l S o c ie ty  
appeared h i s  le n g th y  a r t i c l e  on H enri B ergson.
By h i s  p h ilo so p h y  B ergson  so u g h t t o  p ro v id e  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  th e  tw in  
c u l - d e - s a c s  o f  d e te rm in ism  w hich i n t e l l e c t u a l i s t  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  b o th  mech­
a n i s t i c  m a te r ia l is m  and a b s o l u t i s t  id e a l i s m ,  had found  th e m s e lv e s . The 
p ro p o n e n ts  o f  th e  fo rm er o f  t h e s e ,  m e c h a n is tic  m a te r ia l is m , s e iz e d  on 
th in g s  a s  th e  ground o f  p h i lo s o p h iz in g  and r e p la c e d  th e  G od-ordered  u n iv e rs e  
i n  th e  s ix te e n th  and s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  w ith  a  s e l f - r e g u l a t i n g  
g e o m e tr ic a l ly  p r e d ic t a b l e  sy s te m . Thus th e  dom inant s t r a i n  o f  E n g lish  
p h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  m odern p e r io d  le a d s  from  Locke th ro u g h  Hume i n  an e v e r -  
in c r e a s in g  r e l i a n c e  on th e  o n to lo g ic a l  and e p is te m o lo g ic a l  p r i o r i t y  o f  
m a t e r i a l i t y .  S u pported  by  M arx 's  d i a l e c t i c a l  m a te r ia l is m  o f  th e  dom inance 
o f  th e  in d u s tr ia l - e c o n o m ic  s u b s t r u c tu r e  and D a rw in 's  d ra m a tic  d e m o n s tra t io n  
o f  th e  m anner in  w hich l i f e  form s a re  ch an n e led  by  e x t e r i o r  In f lu e n c e s  
(s p re a d  by S p en cer, an e a r l y  m en to r o f  B ergson , a s  a  p h ilo so p h y  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l i s m  in  w hich th e  i n e r t i a  o f  th in g s  became th e  e sse n c e  o f  l i f e ) ,
A ndreas K. P o u la k id a s , "K azan tzak is  and B ergson : M etaphysic
A e s th e t i c i a n s , " J o u r n a l  o f  Modern L i t e r a t u r e ,  I I  (November 1971), P* 267 .
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m a te r ia lism  became f irm ly  en tren ch ed  as a  t r u l y  d e te rm in is t ic  v iew . The 
i d e a l i s t s  r e a c t io n  t o  such a  m etaphysics re c e iv e d  i t s  most profound form ­
u la t io n  in  th e  complex H egelian  system  which saw r e a l i t y  co rrespond ing  t o  
a  u n ify in g  S p i r i t  o r  Id ea  t h a t  o p e ra ted  in  h is to r y ,  n a tu re , an d /o r th e  
mind th e re b y  a ch e iv in g  a  system ic  s y n th e s is  o f  ep istem ology , o n to lo g y , and 
lo g ic .  The im p lic a tio n s  o f  H egelian ism  compose a  d o c tr in e  w here, as one 
s c h o la r  n o te s , " a l l  h i s to r y ,  b o th  what we c a l l  p a s t  and what we c a l l  f u tu r e , 
may be co n s id e red  a s  a  s in g le  d ram atic  whole, n o t u n f in ish e d  and in  th e
1̂ 9
making, b u t co m p le te ly  p re se n t o r  'g iven*  t o  th e  cosmic m ind ." In  b o th  
w orld-view s l i f e  i s  s t a t i c ,  o th e r-o rd a in e d , and th e  cho ice  o f  men has 
l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on th e  u l t im a te  d i r e c t io n  o f l i f e ' s  h i s to r y .
A nother t e n e t  o f  th e  m a t e r i a l i s t s  and i d e a l i s t s  was th e  mind-body 
d i s t i n c t i o n ,  w ith  th e  fo rm er em phasizing knowledge o f  th in g s  gained  th ro u g h  
th e  sen ses  and th e  l a t t e r ,  p a r t i c u la r l y  B erkeley , see in g  r e a l i t y  o n ly  as 
an outgrow th  o f  th e  m ind. The m a te r ia l i s t s  argued t h a t  cognizance o f 
r e a l i t y  was p o s s ib le  o n ly  th ro u g h  e m p ir ic a l d a ta  d e r iv e d  from  th e  sen ses  
th ro u g h  the i n t e r a c t io n  o f  th e  body w ith  p h y s ic a l  m a tte r .  T h e irs  was a  
p a r t i c l p a t o r i a l  approach t o  ep istem ology  in  t h a t  th e y  b e lie v e d  th a t  on ly  
th ro u g h  p h y s ic a l  involvem ent cou ld  in d iv id u a ls  ac q u ire  knowledge, and 
t h i s  o f  a  l im ite d  n a tu r e .  C o n s tru c ts  o f  th e  mind which went beyond r e l a -  
t i o n a l i t y  and p e rc e p tio n  were in a d e q u a te , im ag in a tiv e  id e a s  s u b je c t  to  
and p ro d u c ts  o f m is in te r p r e ta t io n s ,  f a n ta s y ,  in f lu e n c e s  o f  d e s ir e  and w i l l ,  
e t c .  The i d e a l i s t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  D e sc a rte s , b e lie v e d  th e  re v e rs e  was 
t r u e .  B e lie v in g  t h a t  th e  mind fu n c tio n s  n o t o n ly  in  a  p a s s iv e  p e rc e p tiv e  
manner b u t a ls o  in  a  p o s i t iv e ,  a f f irm a tiv e  manner th ro u g h  th e  fo rm atio n
■ ml I ■■ I ! ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  I » ■ !  I «  ! ■ ■ ■ ■ —  I    I - !■! I ■ ■ ■ ! ■  {    I ' I  I —  ■ I W I I I II- W  !■■■■■ II I I
^^R obert S. Brumbaugh and Newton P. S ta l lk n e c h t ,  The S p i r i t  o f  W estern 
P h ilo so p h y , (New York: David McKay Company, I n c . ,  196*0 > 9* f e l .
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o f  co n cep tio n s  th e y  contended t h a t  o n ly  th ro u g h  a  s p e c t a to r i a l  approach 
cou ld  t r u e  knowledge be a c q u ire d . The i d e a l i s t s - r a t i o n a l i s t s  b e lie v e d  
t h a t  knowledge o f  th e  sen ses  was confused , v a g ra n t,  and o f fe re d  no 
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  com prehensive c o n ta c t  w ith  B eing . However, concep tions 
o f  th e  mind cou ld  a f f e c t  t h i s  c o n ta c t once an in d iv id u a l  su rp assed  h is  
e g o -ce n te re d  co n fu sio n  and a r r iv e d  a t  t r u e  knowledge in  th e  form o f 
"adequate id e a s ."  Bergson so u g h t, i n  d i a l e c t i c a l  f a s h io n , t o  go beyond 
th e  prlm ucy o f  m a tte r  o r  id e a  and th e  d iv i s io n  o f  mind and body, t o  a  
p h ilo so p h y  o f  tran sfo rm ism  which em phasizes w i l l f u l l  t r a n s u b s ta n t ia t io n ,  
th ro u g h  id e a l s ,  o f  m a tte r  in to  s p i r i t  which i s  th e n  seen  as th e  dynamic 
l i f e - p u l s e  o f  p ro c re a t iv e  e v o lu t io n .
L ife  f o r  Bergson i s  n o t dom inated s o le ly  by th e  p h y s ic a l  view  o f  th e  
m a t e r i a l i s t s  n o r th e  b io lo g ic a l  view  o f  th e  D arw inians b u t flow s from , 
as K azan tzak is r e l a t e s ,  in n e r  w e ll- s p r in g s ;  "always and always th e  
p ro c re a n t u rge o f  th e  w o rld ."  K azan tzak is , in  h i s  t r e a t i s e  on B ergson, 
c o n tin u e s :
A ccording t o  Bergson l i f e  i s  an unceasing  c r e a t io n ,  a  le a p  upwards, 
a  v i t a l  o u tb u r t ,  an 4 la n  v i t a l . . . .  AH th e  h i s to r y  o f  l i f e  up t o  
man i s  a  g ig a n t ic  endeavor oS th e  v i t a l  im pulse t o  e le v a te  m a tte r ,  t o  
c r e a te  a  b e in g  which would be f r e e  o f th e  i n f l e x ib le  mechanism o f 
i n e r t i a .  . . • Two s tre a m s, t h a t  o f  l i f e  and t h a t  o f  m a tte r ,  a re  in  
m otion, though in  o p p o s ite  d i r e c t io n s ;  one tow ard in te g r a t io n  and 
th e  o th e r  tow ard  d i s in t e g r a t i o n .  Bergson th in k s  o f  th e  Alan v i t a l  
as a  s e e th in g  s tream  which in  i t s  e b u l l i t i o n  d i s t i l l s  in to  f a l l i n g  
d ro p s . I t  i s  th e se  d rops which c o n s t i tu te  m a t te r .50
F o r K azan tzak is th e  Alan v i t a l , th e  d r iv in g  l i f e  fo rc e ,  was t o  be i d e n t i ­
f i e d  i n  m e ss ia n ic  fa s h io n  w ith  Buddhism, M arxism -Leninism , C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  
and f i n a l l y  w ith  Odyssean freedom . In  t h i s  l a t t e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i t  becomes
^^K azan tzak is , c i te d  by F r i a r ,  " In tro d u c t io n ,"  K azan tzak is1, The Odyssey, 
p . x v i .
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th e  I n v is ib le  Cry o f  d iv i n i t y  in  man, o f  th e  n o n -e x is te n t  seek in g  r e a l i ­
z a t io n ,  o f  th e  becoming o f  l i f e ’s h is to r y :
When I  say  th e  I n v is ib le ,  I  do n o t mean any p r i e s t l y  v e rs io n  o f  God, 
o r  m e tap h y sica l co n sc io u sn ess , o r  a b s o lu te ly  p e r f e c t  B eing , b u t 
r a th e r  th e  m y ste rio u s  fo rc e  which u ses  man—and used an im als , p la n t s ,  
and m in e ra ls  b e fo re  u s—as i t s  c a r r i e r s  and b e a s ts  o f  b u rd en , and 
which h a s te n s  along  as  though i t  had a  purpose and were fo llo w in g  a  
s p e c i f ic  ro ad .-’
T h is  Cry i s  a  p e rso n a l god in  man, n a tu re ,  and h i s to r y  which ta k e s  many
form s and masks and which i s  th e  d iv in e  in  man seek in g  r e le a s e  f o r  a
g r e a te r  p e r f e c t io n  o f  i t s e l f .  I t  i s  w ith o u t th e  t e l e o lo g ic a l  f in a l is m  o f
H egel f o r  i t  i s  i n f i n i t e l y  p o t e n t i a l .  I t  g iv e s  r i s e  t o  th e  s tru g g le  fo r
th e  a sc en t from th e  s t r i c t u r e s  o f  m a tte r  t o  freedom .
The form ta k e n  by th e  £ la n  v i t a l  in  a  p a r t i c u la r  epoch i s  n o t d is c e rn a b le
f o r  B ergson, th ro u g h  m a tte r  and sense  d a ta  o r th rough  i n t e l l e c t  and pure
id e a  b u t th ro u g h  a  com bination  o r  s y n th e s is  o f  th e s e  which he term s i n t u i t i o n
o r  c o n sc io u sn e ss . He argues t h a t  t h i s  c o n s ta n t s tream  o f  change which i s
l i f e  cannot be cap tu red  by th o u g h t fen* th o u g h t’s v e ry  essen ce  i s  d i s s e c t i o n -
s t a t i c  pho tograph ing  o f I s o la te d  moments o f th e  l i f e  fo rc e  o r r e a l i t y .
Bergson th u s  e q u a te s  th e  a e s th e t ic  f a c u l ty  o f th e  a r t i s t  w ith  i n t u i t i o n  o r
co n sc io u sn ess  as th e  o n ly  means o f  g ra sp in g  l i f e  in  w holes;
i n t u i t i o n  may b r in g  th e  i n t e l l e c t  t o  reco g n ize  t h a t  . . .  n e i th e r  
m echanical c a u s a l i ty  n o r f i n a l i t y  ( te le o lo g y )  can g iv e  a  s u f f i c i e n t  
in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  v i t a l  p ro c e s s . Then, by th e  sym pathetic  com­
m unica tion  which i t  e s ta b l i s h e s  betw een us and th e  r e s t  o f  th e  l iv in g ,  
by  th e  expansion  o f  our co n sc io u sn ess  which I t  b r in g s  ab o u t, i t  i n t r o ­
duces us in to  l i f e ' s  own dom ain, which i s  r e c ip ro c a l  in te rp e n e t r a t io n ,  
e n d le s s ly  co n tin u ed  c r e a t io n .52
B erg so n 's  i n t u i t l o n i s t  p h ilo so p h y  was n o t p r im a r i ly  an a n t i - r a t i o n a l i s t  one.
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  R ep o rt,  p .  k02.
52H enri B ergson, C re a tiv e  E v o lu tio n , quoted in  Brumbaugh and S t a l l -  
k n ech t, The S p i r i t  o f  W estern p h ilo so p h y , p . U39 .
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H. S tu a r t  Hughes sa y s ; "Far from  b e in g  th e  n e g a tio n  o f  th e  in te l l ig e n c e ,  
B ergson e x p la in e d , i n t u i t i o n ,  in  th e  sense  in  which he employed th e  te rm , 
was i t s  p a r a l l e l  and co m p lem en t."^  Bergson c o n sc io u s ly  s t r e s s e d  I n tu i t i o n  
so  h e a v ily  in  o rd e r  t o  c o r re c t  th e  im balance brough t about by th e  s t r e s s  
o f  th e  p reced in g  age s o le ly  on in te l l ig e n c e .
T h is e n d le s s ly  co n tin u ed  c r e a t io n  means th e r e  i s  a  c o n s ta n t e v o lu tio n a ry  
f lu x ;  th e r e f o r e ,  e v e ry th in g  i s  always changing and " th e  same c o n c re te  
r e a l i t y  never r e c u r s ."5 ^  Each moment i s  a  d i s c r e t e ,  unique epoch o f e x is ­
te n c e  w o n d erfu lly  d i f f e r e n t  from p reced in g  moments and shou ld  be ex p erien ced  
t o  th e  f u l l e s t . The i n t e l l e c t  d e lu d es  us in to  th in k in g  t h a t  r e a l i t y  re c u rs  
f o r  i t  fo cu ses  on th in k in g  tim e , th o se  pho tographed , i s o la te d  segm ents upon 
which we base  our a c t io n .  But l iv e d  tim e , d u r a t io n a l  tim e , tra n sc e n d s  t h i s  
d i s s e c t io n  by in te l l e c tu a l i s m ;  "As soon as  we go o u t o f  th e  en cas ln g s  in  
which r a d i c a l  mechanism and r a d ic a l  f ln a l is m  c o n fin e  our th o u g h t, r e a l i t y  
ap p ears  as a  c e a s e le s s  u p sp rin g ln g  o f  som ething new, which has no sooner 
a r i s e n  t o  make th e  p re se n t th a n  i t  has a lre a d y  f a l l e n  back  in to  th e  p a s t ." ^ ^  
M a te r i a l i s t i c  and i d e a l i s t i c  in t e r p r e ta t io n s  o f  r e a l i t y  th e r e fo r e  do n o t 
re a c h  th e  essen ce  o f  b e in g  f o r  th e y  s e iz e  o n ly  on segmented a sp e c ts  o f
5 % . S tu a r t  Hughes, C onsciousness And S o c ie ty ; The R e o r ie n ta t io n  o f 
European S o c ia l Thought, 1890-1930 (New York: A lfred  A. Khopf, 1950),
p . "1211
^^^Bergson, C re a tiv e  E v o lu tio n , quoted  in  Brumbaugh and S ta l lk n e c h t ,
The S p i r i t  o f  W estern H ailosophyJ  p .  hhO.
55jbid, p . hhO. M aurice Friedm an, "The Modern V i t a l i s t :  B ergson and
K a z a n tz a k is ,"  in  h is  To Deny Our N o th in g n ess: Contem porary Images o f  Man
(New York: D e laco rte  P re s s ,  p . 65 , d is c u s s e s  th e  im portance f o r
B e rg so n 's  th o u g h t o f  th e  concept o f  l iv e d  tim e ; "To re c o v e r  a u th e n tic  
e x is te n c e  we must move from  th e  w orld o f s p a t i a l i z e d ,  q u a n t i t a t iv e ,  su cces­
s iv e  tim e t o  th e  o rg a n ic  flow  o f  t im e . L ike K ierk eg aard , Bergson 
d is t in g u is h e s  betw een th e  becom ing, o r  p ro c e ss  o f  th e  in n e r  s o u l and th e  
ten d an cy  t o  f i x  th e se  p ro c e sse s  in to  o b je c ts ,  c a te g o r ie s ,  and words in  th e  
o u te r  w o rld ."
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r e a l i t y ,  e . g . ,  eco n o m ics , id e a s ,  m o r a l i ty ,  e t c . ,  a s  m o tiv a t io n .  K azan t­
z a k is  would a p p ly  t h i s  t o  v a r io u s  a n a ly s e s  o f  human b e h a v io r  by  such  
s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  system s as  M arxism -L enin ism , Buddhism , and 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  and co n c lu d e  t h a t  none re a c h e d  th e  u n d e r ly in g  u n i ty  b e h in d  
phenomena b u t  r a t h e r  e ac h  s e iz e d  on o n ly  one c a u s a l  f a c t o r  f o r  " a t  th e  
b o t to n  o f  e v e ry  g r e a t  and c r i t i c a l  human p a s s io n  l i e s  n o t econom ic o r m oral 
s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  P a s s io n —by  w hich we mean a  p re-hum an tem p estu o u s  fo r c e  
t h a t  i s  beyond lo g ic  and s e l f - i n t e r e s t ." 5 ^  T h is  P a s s io n  w hich m a n ife s ts  
i t s e l f  "beyond lo g ic  and s e l f - i n t e r e s t "  may ap p ea r in  v a r io u s  g u is e s  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  a g e s .  The d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  o f  man i s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  th e  t r u e  fa c e  
o f  r e a l i t y  from  th e  bogus o n e s . Thus K a z a n tz a k is 1 co n ce rn  w ith  th e  o th e r s  
o f  th o s e  " d e c is iv e  s te p s " - -B u d d h a , C h r i s t ,  L e n in —w hich may be e i t h e r  
r e a l i t y ' s  f a c e  o r  bogus "m asks."
The sym bo lic  v a lu e  o f  masks i s  r e l i e d  upon c o n s i s t e n t l y  b y  K a z a n tz a k is . 
We have se e n  t h a t  he  hung N ie tz s c h e 's  mask o v e r  h i s  s tu d y  d o o r .  In  a v e ry  
e n t e r t a i n i n g  a r t i c l e  A dele B loch  d i s c u s s e s  th e  p re v e ia n c e  o f  m ask im agery  
in  K a z a n tz a k is 1 w ork. [Masks]
occupy  a  c o n s p ic io u s  p la c e  i n  a l l  h i s  n o v e ls ,  h i s  p la y s ,  h i s  p h i l ­
o s o p h ic a l  w r i t i n g s ,  and h i s  ro m a n tic iz e d  a u to b io g ra p h y  R e p o r t To G reco . 
Im p riso n ed  i n  E g y p t, O dysseus c a rv e s  th e  mask o f  h i s  God, ''oiie F ig h te r "  
and w ears i t  w h ile  he  en g ag es  i n  a  f r ig h te n in g  d a ic e .  M an o llo s , (The 
G reek  P a s s io n ]  th e  p r e s e n t  d ay  G reek  sh e p h e rd , a f f l i c t e d  w ith  a  p sycho­
so m a tic  s k in  a i lm e n t ,  w hich h a s  tu r n e d  h i s  g e n t le  f a c e  i n to  a  l e p e r 's  
e f f i g y ,  c a rv e s  a  b e a u t i f u l  mask o f  C h r i s t .  The Negro c h i e f t a i n  Roda 
R aba, dons L e n in 's  m ask as  he d an ces  a  dance  o f  l i b e r a t i o n  on M oscow's 
Red S q u a re . I n  The Rock G arden , th e  M andarin  comes t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  
Tao b e a r s  tw in ,  b u t  seem in g ly  o p p o s i te  m asks: one a c t i v e ,  th e  o th e r
c o n te m p la t iv e , one r e p r e s e n t in g  e x t r o v e r te d  C o n fu c iu s  and th e  o th e r  
in t r o v e r t e d  B uddha.57
5 % ik o s  K a z a n tz a k is , S p a in , t r a n s .  Amy Mims (New Y ork: Simon and S c h u s te r ,
I n c . ,  1963) ,  p .  l 6 l .
^^A dele B lo ch , "The D ual Masks o f  N ikos K a z a n tz a k is ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  Modern 
L i t e r a t u r e ,  n  (November 1971 ) ,  p .  1 89 .
Masks can be t e r r i f y i n g l y  r e v e la t io n a l ,  as in  N ie tz sch e , and p e n e tra te  th e  
w o rld ’s s u p e r f i c i a l  b e a u ty , harmony, and i l l u s i o n  t o  show th e  chaos and 
d e a th  which l i e  a t  th e  co re  o f e x is te n c e .  They can be n i h i l i s t i c ,  as 
w ith  Buddha, and become (a s  f o r  K azan tzak is in  th e  e a r ly  1 9 2 0 's i n  V ienna 
and B e r l in ) , a  b o tto m less  j e t - d a r k  eye in  which th e  w orld drowned and 
was d e l iv e r e d ,  and th e re b y  ap p eal t o  th e  d e s p a ir in g  s id e  o f  m an's n a tu re .  
Bloch im p lie s  t h a t  Buddha appealed  t o  th e  in t ro v e r te d ,  w ithdraw n a sp e c t 
o f  K az a n tz ak is ' p e r s o n a l i ty .  Masks can be p o s i t iv e - t r a n s c e n d e n t ,  as w ith  
C h r is t ,  who in  h is  r e p re s e n ta t io n  by th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  church tu rn e d  
m en 's eyes from th e  w orld w ith  i t s  i n ju s t i c e s  t o  a  p a c i f i s t i c  aw a itin g  
f o r  b e a t i tu d e  and o th e r-w o r ld ly  s a lv a t io n .  Or masks can be p o s i t iv e -  
immanent, as w ith  Lenin  (an  o b v io u s ly  im p o rtan t mask f o r  our p u rp o se s ), 
who re p re s e n te d  f o r  K azan tzak is th e  new s a v io r  c re a te d  "by th e  en s la v ed , 
hungry, and o p pressed  t o  en ab le  them t o  b e a r  s la v e ry , hunger, and o p p ress io n  
- -a n o th e r  new mask f o r  m ank ind 's  hope and d e s p a i r . "58 These a re  e s s e n t i a l l y  
th e  a l t e r n a t iv e  masks which K azan tzak is b e l ie v e s  tw e n t ie th  c en tu ry  man has 
donned—n ih ilism -e sc a p ism  w ith  N ie tzsch e  o r  Buddha, o th e rw o rld ly  p a s s iv i ty  
w ith  th e  C h r is t  o f  th e  ch u rch , o r  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  r e v o lu tio n  w ith  L enin .
Y et each  h a s  i t s  own sh o rtco m in g s  and i n  some m easure f a i l s  t o  e x p re s s  th e  
u n i ty  o f  God and man, o f  th e o r y  and a c t io n ,  o f  a f f i r m a t io n  and d e s t r u c t i o n ,  
o f  good and e v i l ,  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  and m a t e r i a l i t y ,  o f  th e  many c o n t r a ­
d i c t o r y ,  d icho tom ous them es o f  m an 's  r i c h  and v a r ie d  e x i s t e n c e .  T h is  p a u c i ty  
on th e  p a r t  o f  any one m ask g iv e s  r i s e  t o  K a z a n tz a k is ' a tte m p t t o  s y n th e s iz e  
th e  masks a s  an  e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  u n i ty ,  i . e . ,  God, s o u l ,  s p i r i t ,  dynam ic 
p r i n c i p l e ,  d la n  v i t a l ,  e t c . ,  b e h in d  th e  movements i n  th e  w o rld : h i s  s t r u g g le
^ ^ K a z a n tz a k is , R e p o r t , p .  369 .
t o  u n i t e  th o s e  " d e c is iv e  s t e p s " — " th e  g r e a t  S ire n s  C h r i s t ,  Buddha, L en in , 
th e y  seduced  me. . . . a l l  my l i f e  I  have fo u g h t t o  sav e  m y se lf  from  a l l  
th e s e  s i r e n s ,  w ith o u t d en y in g  any one ; I  have b een  f i g h t i n g  t o  g e t  them  
to g e th e r  and t o  make t h e i r  th r e e  u n eq u a l v o ic e s  i n to  a harm ony ."59
L ife  i s  a  f lo w in g , ex p an d in g , and u b iq u i to u s  s tre a m  o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss  
f o r  B ergson  and K a z a n tz a k is  w hich f o r e v e r  e x p lo re s  new c h a n n e ls  in  
s e e k in g  t o  j o i n  w ith  th e  rh y th m ic , o c e a n ic  t i d e  o f  th e  cosm os. Of th e  
many c h a n n e ls  i n t o  w hich l i f e  may f lo w  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e r a  t h e r e  i s  o n ly  
one t h a t  i s  d e l iv e r a n c e  and i t  i s  K a z a n tz a k is ' q u e s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Ln The 
S a v io rs  o f  God; S p i r i t u a l  E x e rc is e s  and The O dyssey, t o  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  
d e p ic t  how an  in d iv id u a l  may a t t a i n  th e  expanded c o n sc io u sn e ss  and p ro p e r  
p e r s p e c t iv e  t o  d is c o v e r  th e  t r u e  harm onious and u n i f i e d  e v o lu t io n a ry  
fa c e  o f  h i s  age and th e r e b y  sav e  "G od," th e  d iv in e  i n  man. Key e le ia e n ts  
o f  K azan tzak is*  S a l v a t i o n i s t  p e r s p e c t iv e  w hich  w i l l  be  r e v e a le d  i n  t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  im p o rtan ce  a s  th e  d is c u s s io n  p r o g r e s s e s  a r e  in d iv id u a l is m  v e r s u s  
com m unity, n ih i l i s m  and  th e  human c o n d i t io n ,  a th e ism  and s p i r i t u a l  v a lu e s ,  
c l a s s i c a l  v e r s u s  m odern v iew s o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  man, and—m ost im p o r ta n t— 
d e te rm in ism  v e r s u s  autonom y« K azan tzak is*  c o n ce rn  o v e r  th e  m e c h a n iz a tio n  
o f  s o c i e ty ,  h i s  s t r i v i n g  f o r  th e  t r u e  v a lu e  and  m eaning o f  l i f e ,  and  h i s  
c r i t i q u e  o f  th e  i l l s  o f  th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  a g e , c o a le s c e  a ro u n d  th e s e  e lem en ts  
w i th in  th e  b u rn in g , v i b r a n t  fo rg e  o f  th e  a r t i s t i c ,  s p i r i t u a l ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c o n c e p ts  d is c u s s e d  above t o  compose one o f  th e  m ost c o m p e llln g ly  h u m a n is tic  
and  co m p assio n a te  o f  co n tem porary  v is io n s *  R e f le c t in g  fo n d ly  on  th e  r i c h  
en v iro n m en t i n  w hich he was r e a r e d  and  t o  w hich  he was i r r e v o c a b ly  a t ta c h e d ,  
K a za n tz ak is  c a l l s  h ip  v i s i o n  th e  C re ta n  g la n c e .
59ib id . ,  p . 14.93.
The C re tan  G lance: T ra n s u b s ta n tia t io n
and th e  G eneral Concepts o f  K az an tz ak ls ' P h ilosophy
The C re tan  g lan ce  i s  an o n to lo g ic a l  a t t i t u d e  tow ard th e  cosmos which 
i s  a sy n th es is  o f  th e  v a r ie d ,  a n tin o m ia l in f lu e n c e s  o f  K azan tzak ls ' 
e x p e r ie n t ia l  odyssey and th e  ground from which h is  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y  
f lo w s . T his a t t i t u d e  re c e iv e d  i t 3 most thorough  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  e x p re s ­
s io n  in  The S av io rs  o f  God in  1923> i t s  most com pelling  t r a n s l a t i o n  in to  
a c t i v i t y  in  The Odyssey com pleted in  1938* and i t s  most e n lig h te n in g  
a ttem p t a t  e x p l ic a t io n  v i s - a - v i s  th e  r e s t  o f  K az a n tz ak ls ' p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
system  in  R eport in  1956. However, th e  most a r t i s t i c a l l y  p e r f e c t  and 
hence most pow erfu l e x p re ss io n  o f th e  C re tan  g lan ce  i s  found in  Zorba 
where th e  B oss, K azan tzak ls ' a u to b io g ra p h ic a l spokesman, e x p la in s :
"We a re  l i t t l e  g ru b s , Zorba, m inute g rubs on th e  sm all l e a f  o f  a  
trem endous t r e e .  T h is  sm all l e a f  i s  th e  e a r th .  The o th e r  le av es  a re  
th e  3t a r s  t h a t  you see  moving a t  n ig h t .  We make our way on t h i s  l i t t l e  
l e a f  exam ining i t  an x io u s ly  and c a r e f u l ly .  We sm e ll i t ;  i t  sm ells  
good o r bad t o  u s . We t a s t e  i t  and f in d  i t  e a ta b le .  We b e a t  on i t  
and i t  c r ie s  o u t l i k e  a  l iv in g  th in g .
"Some men—th e  more in t r e p id  ones—rea ch  th e  edge o f th e  l e a f .
From th e re  we s t r e t c h  o u t ,  g az ing  in to  ch ao s. We tre m b le . We guess 
what a  f r ig h te n in g  abyss l i e s  beneath  u s .  £n th e  d is ta n c e  we can h e a r  
th e  n o ise  o f th e  o th e r  le a v e s  o f  th e  trem endous t r e e ,  we f e e l  th e  sap  
r i s i n g  from th e  ro o ts  t o  o u r l e a f  and our h e a r t s  and a l l  o u r s o u ls ,  
we trem b le  w ith  t e r r o r .  From t h a t  moment b eg in s  . . .
" I  s to p p ed . I  wanted t o  say  'from  t h a t  moment b eg in s  p o e t r y , ' b u t 
Zorba would n o t have u n d e rs to o d . I  s to p p e d ."
"What b eg in s? "  asked Z o rb a 's  anxious v o ic e . "Why d id  you s to p ? "
"begins th e  g r e a t  d an g er, Zorba. Some grow d iz z y  and d e l i r i o u s ,  
o th e rs  a re  a f r a id j  th e y  t r y  t o  f in d  an answer t o  s tre n g th e n  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,
6°Nikos K azan tzak ls , Zorba th e  G reek, t r a n s .  C a rl Wildman w ith  I n t r o ­
d u c tio n  by Ian  S co tt-K elverE  (London: John Lehmann, 1952), p .  277.
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The p red icam en t o f  th o s e  who grow "d iz z y  and d e l i r i o u s "  who " a re
a f r a i d "  d e r iv e s  n o t from  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an a b y ss , a  p r e c ip i c e ,
beyond w hich th e r e  i s  c h a o s , b u t  from  t h e i r  r e a c t io n  t o  t h a t  a b y s s . We 
a r e  a f r a i d ,  we t r e m b le ,  we s u r r e n d e r ,  we t u r n  away from  th e  a b y ss—w hich 
i s  f a t e / m o r t a l i t y — and c o n ju re  up e x p la n a t io n s ,  e i t h e r  id e a s ,  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  
s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  o u r a n c e s to r s  have done th ro u g h  th e  a g e s , t o  
deny  t h i s  r e a l i t y .  We do t h i s  b e c a u se , as N ie tz sc h e  r e a l i z e d  we would 
r a t h e r  have th e  v o id  f o r  o u r p u rp o se  th a n  be v o id  o f  p u rp o se ! We deny  th e
v o id  by  f i l l i n g  th e  v o id ,  by  add in g  t o  th e  p r e c ip ic e  t h a t  w h ich , s in c e  i t
r e p r e s e n t s  th e  u l t im a te  r e a c h  o f  man, becomes o u r m o ra l, c u l t u r a l ,  and 
s o c i a l  c i r c u m s c r ib a n ts  and d e te r m in a n ts .  I t  i s  a t  th e  v o id  t h a t  we come 
a g a in s t  th e  sh o ck  o f  l i f e ' s  h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  we s u r r e n d e r  t o  and a re  o v e r­
pow ered by th e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  p r e c ip ic e  by  b e in g  in t im id a te d  and f r ig h te n e d  
so  by  i t  a s  t o  t u r n  t o  o u r m inds—e i t h e r  i n  r a t i o n a l  o r  i r r a t i o n a l  f a s h io n  
—t o  c o n s t r u c t  o u r  u n r e a l i t y .  T h a t u n r e a l i t y  c o n se q u e n tly  becomes th e  
g u id in g  and c e n t r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  o u r l i v e s  and t h a t  w hich we, s in c e  we 
a re  f o r e v e r  f e a r f u l  o f  th e  v o id ,  s e e k  t o  Impose and s p re a d  t o  o t h e r s .  T h is  
i s  e v id en c e d  in  d o c t r i n a i r e  r e l i g i o u s  te a c h in g s  t h a t  d iv e rg e  i n  s t a r t l i n g  
m anner from  r e a l i t y  in  o rd e r  t o  cam ouflage th e  v o id .  I t  i s  ev id en ced  i n  
p h i lo s o p h ic  a b so lu tism  w hich see k s  t o  f o r c e  c h a o t ic  r e a l i t y  and i n f i n i t u d e  
i n t o  o rd e re d  te rm s . I t  i s  e v id e n t  in  c o n fo rm is t s o c i e t a l  m ores e n fo rc e d  
t o  c r e a te  an  a u ra  o f  c o m fo rt, s e c u r i t y ,  and o neness t o  communal e x i s t e n c e ,  
m  d o g m a tic a l ly  a c q u ie s c in g  t o  th e s e  we do n o th in g , we n e i th e r  n e g a te  n o r 
a f f i r m  o u r s e lv e s ,  o u r  e x is t e n c e ;  we do n o th in g ; we a re  n o th in g ; we l i v e  
d ead  l i v e s —we a re  im m ob ilized  and d e v i t a l i z e d .
As K a za n tz ak ls  d e v e lo p s  t h i s  theme in  Z orba he a l s o  d e v e lo p s  and p r e s e n ts
h is  th o u g h ts  on th e  r e s o lu t io n  o f  th e  human p red icam en t. T h is  r e s o ­
lu t i o n  l i e s  in  th e  n eg a tio n  o f  th e  n eg a tio n ; in  th e  a f f irm a tio n  o f  l i f e ;  
in  th e  overcoming o f th e  o p p ress iv en ess  o f  th e  v o id . I t  l i e s  in  th e  
r e c o g n it io n  o f  f a t e ,  o f  m o r ta l i ty ,  o f  th e  m isfo rtu n es  o f  l i f e  and th e  
u ltim a cy  o f d e a th —th e  c o n fro n ta tio n  w ith  th e  v o id  b u t n o t th e  sub­
m iss io n  t o  i t .  I t  l i e s  in  s t r u g g le ,  s u f f e r in g ,  r e b e l l io n ,  in  b o th  th e  
a f f i rm a t io n  o f  l i f e  and th e  tra n sc e n d in g  o f  th e  s t r i c t u r e s  o f  t h a t  l i f e — 
i t  i s  a t  th e  same tim e a  n eg a tio n  and c r e a t io n .  I t  i s ,  as B len  sa y s , 
t o  "Say yes t o  n e c e s s i ty ,  f i l l  th e  vacuum w ith  jo y  as Zorba d o e s , o r  . . . 
redeem l i f e ' s  anguish  by t r a n s u b s ta n t ia t in g  m a tte r  in to  s p i r i t ,  D ionysiac  
r e a l i t y  in to  t r a g i c  m y th ."^1 The r e s o lu t io n  re q u ire s  an a c t ,  an accep tance 
and avowal o f  l i f e .  I t  demands a  c o n f ro n ta tio n  w ith  m o r ta l i ty .  I t  demands 
an a c t  o f  w i l l  t o  l i f e ,  t o  l i f e ' s  r e a l i t y .  I t  demands a fa c in g  o f  th e  t r u t h  
t h a t  th e re  i s  no e t e r n i ty ,  no r e s u r r e c t io n ,  no a f t e r - l i f e ,  none o f  th e  
dogmas w ith  which s o c io - r e l ig io u s  In n o v a to rs  have f i l l e d  th e  v o id , and no 
e a r th ly  s a lv a t io n  t o  be found in  p o l i t i c a l  id e o lo g ie s —no u n i ty  gained  
th ro u g h  en fo rced  co n fo rm ity . I t  r e q u ire s  th e  C re tan  g la n c e , ah a f f irm a tio n  
t h a t  e t e r n i ty  i s  in  ev ery  moment and ev ery  moment i s  p o t e n t i a l  e t e r n i t y .
I t  i s  b e in g  Zorba and jo in in g  w ith  him as he
s tru g g le s  and r e b e ls  a g a in s t  a s ta b le ,  com fortab le  w orld f o r  rea so n s  
he may n o t u n d erstan d  h im se lf , purges h im se lf  o f  h is  w eaknesses and 
e r r o r s  th ro u g h  s u f f e r in g  and war . . . and th ro u g h  t h i s  s tru g g le  and 
r e b e l l io n ,  t h i s  p u rg a tio n  o f  m a tte r  which comes about th ro u g h  s u f f e r in g ,  
he f u l f i l l s  th e  h ig h e s t  d eb t man owes t o  God h is  C re a to r :  he tra n sc e n d s
h i s  n a tu re  makes i t  s p i r i t ,  and l i k e  th e  b u t t e r f l y ^ a f t e r  b re ak in g  
i t s  cocoon, f l i e s  up and a f f e c t s  a  un ion  w ith  God.
F or Zorba, th e  C re tan  g la n c e , th e  ubermensch l ik e  c a p a c ity  t o  "love l i f e  
^ B le n ,  A ntioch Review, XXV ( 1965) ,  p .  155.
^2Tom D o u lis , "K azantzakls and The Meaning o f  S u f fe r in g ,"  N orthw est 
Review, VI (W inter 19^3), p .  57*
and have no f e a r  o f  d e a th ,"  was in n a te  and I n s t in c tu a l  th e r e fo r e  he needed 
no en ab lin g  g u id e s , e i t h e r  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  o r  th e o lo g ic a l ,  t o  d i r e c t  him t o  
th e  p ro p e r  p e r s p e c t iv e .  But what o f  us who do no t p o ssess  t h i s  i n s t i n c t u a l  
courage and I n s ig h t ,  who cannot n a tu r a l ly  e f f e c t  a  union  w ith  God, who 
trem b le  b e fo re  th e  v o id  o r  s u rre n d e r  t o  i t s  t e r r o r  by B u d d h is tic  a cq u i­
escence? I t  i s  f o r  us t h a t  K azan tzak ls ex p ressed  h im se lf  in  h is  p ro p h e tic  
The S av io rs  o f  God, t o  p o r tr a y  how in  s te p  by s te p  fa sh io n  we can jo in  w ith  
E l G reco, Zorba, and O dysseus, and so a r  l ik e  a winged fa lc o n  beyond th e  
d e l im i ta t io n s  o f n o th in g n e ss .
The C re tan  g la n c e , th e  t h i r d  eye o f  th e  s o u l,  i s  freedom , th e  o n to lo ­
g i c a l  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  can g ra sp  l i f e  and d e a th —th e  £ la n  v i t a l / l i f e  p u lse  
o f  th e  u n iv e rs e .  I t  i s  " th a t  v is io n  which can embrace and harm onize th e s e  
two enormous t im e le s s ,  and in d e s t r u c t ib le  fo rc e s ,  and w ith  th e  v is io n  . . . 
m odulate our th in k in g  and o u r a c t i o n . "^3 K azantzakls saw humans as b e in g  
in  a  c e r t a in  u n fav o rab le  s i t u a t i o n  in  th e  w orld . They, in  h is  view , l iv e d  
in  th e  w orld d i s - u n i te d  from th e  cosmos, Ig n o ra n t o f  th e  p u ls a t in g  l i f e  
fo rc e  o f  th e  w orld , and u n c e r ta in  even as to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  
t r u e  e x is te n c e .  In  th e  manner in  which th e y  l iv e d  in  th e  w orld , th e y  
were bound by and s u b se rv ie n t e i t h e r  t o  phenomena o r  noumena—t o  s t im u l i  
a r t i f i c i a l l y  c o n s tru c te d  by th em se lv es . Man m ust, in  K aza n tza k ls ' view , 
f u l f i l l  th re e  b a s ic  d u t ie s  in  th e  world b e fo re  he can escape t h i s  u n r e a l i ty .
The f i r s t  d u ty  i s  t h a t  o f  e p is te m o lo g ic a l e m e n d a tio n ^  which In vo lves
B u ik o s  K azan tzak ls , The S av io rs  o f  God: S p i r i t u a l  Exerc i s e s , t r a n s .
w ith  In tro d u c tio n  by Kimon jF ria r  (rtew Yor¥: ^imon and S ch u s te r , I n c . ,
i 960) ,  p . hh.
61*Ve have borrowed from Spinoza and chosen to  d e s ig n a te  th e  ascendan t 
p ro c e ss  o f  a t t a in in g  Z orbaic  p e rsp e c tiv e  em endation o f  our e x is te n c e , r a th e r  
th a n  improvement o r amendment o r p u rg a tio n  o r  c u l t iv a t io n  o r  o th e r  p o s s ib le  
d e s c r ip t iv e  te rm s , as t h i s  b e s t  connotes th e  a c t  o f  fo llo w in g  our in h e re n t 
d e s i r e s ,  i . e . ,  th e  d iv in e  in  man, to  an  u n h indered , u n ih ib i te d ,  s e l f -  
w il le d  co n sc io u s  c e le b r a t io n  o f  l i f e  and i n f i n i t y .  Even though K a za n tz a k ls '
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two s te p s .  Man must f i r s t  e x p lo re  th e  realm  o f  th e  phenomenal w ith  th e  
mind*s ey e , t o  impose o rd e r , r e la t io n s h ip s ,  d i s c i p l i n e ,  law , r a t i o n a l i t y ,  
t o  th e  chaos o f  th in g s .  He m ust la b o r  w ith  th e  i n t e l l e c t  and th e  f iv e  
s e n se s , Immerse h im se lf  in  th e  t r a n s i t o r y  w orld , and say : "That I  may
n o t stum ble and f a l l ,  I  e r e c t  landm arks over t h i s  v e r t ig o ;  I  s l in g  b r id g e s ,
open ro a d s , and b u i ld  over th e  a bys s . He must th e n  com plete th e  c o ro l­
l a r y  second s te p  which i s  t o  reco g n ize  and g lo ry  in  th e  l im i ta t io n s  o f  th e  
mind;
I  do n o t know w hether beh ind  appearances th e r e  l iv e s  and moves a 
s e c r e t  e ssen ce  s u p e r io r  t o  me. Nor do  I  a sk ; I  do n o t c a re .  I  
c r e a te  phenomena in  swarms and p a in t  w ith  a  f u l l  p a l l e t t e  a  g ig a n tic  
and gaudy c u r ta in  b e fo re  th e  ab y ss . Do n o t sa y , 'Draw th e  c u r ta in  
t h a t  I  may see  th e  p o in t in g . ' The c u r ta in  i s  th e  p a in t in g .
The second d u ty  i s  t o  th e  h e a r t  and may be term ed e t h i c a l  em endation. I t
a ls o  in v o lv e s  two s te p s .  The f i r s t  i s  t o  r e j e c t  th e  r a t i o n a l  bou n d aries
composed by th e  m ind’s ey e , ex p lo re  th e  realm  o f th e  noumenal w ith  th e
and S p in o z a 's  methods were q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  in  many ways, I n te r e s t in g ly  
enough, t h e i r  p o in t  o f  d e p a r tu re  and t o  a  l e s s e r  e x te n t  t h e i r  d e s t in a t io n  
were th e  same. We have la b e le d  K a z a n tz a k ls ' t r i a d i c  s ta g e s  t o  d e l iv e ra n c e , 
s p e l le d  o u t in  The S av io rs  o f  God and fo llo w ed  by O dysseus, e p is te m o lo g ic a l 
em endation , e th lc o - e x is ie n t  em endation, and m etap h y sica l em endation, 
draw ing su p p o rt f o r  our d e s ig n a tio n s  from  th e  fo llo w in g  in t e r p r e t a t i o n s . 
P e te r  B ien, Nlkos K azan tzak ls  (New York: Columbia U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1972),
p p . 23 -24 , who l a b e l s  th e  p re p a ra to ry  s ta g e  th e  "ep is te m o lo g ic a l s e c t io n ,"  
and d is c u s s e s  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta g e s  in  e th ic o - r e l ig io u s  and m etap h y sica l 
te rm s r e s p e c t iv e ly .
F r i a r ,  " In tro d u c t io n ,"  K a z a n tz a k ls ',  The Odyssey, p .  x i i i ,  who, w ithou t 
u s in g  o u r s p e c i f i c  te rm s an a ly zes  th e  s te p s  i n  th e  f a s h io n  we have fo llo w e d . 
W. B . S ta n fo rd , The U ly sses  Theme; A Study in  th e  A d a p ta b il i ty  o f  a  T rad- 
i t i o n a l  Hero (New York; B arnes and N oble, I n c . ,  1 ^ 6 h ) ,p .  2^6, who d e s c r ib e s  
Odysseus as p a s s in g  th ro u g h  th e  phases  o f  d o in g , b e in g , becoming, which 
co rresp o n d s ro u g h ly  t o  our l a b e l s .
^ K a z a n tz a k ls , The S av io rs  o f  God, p .  48.
66 I b i d . ,  p .  48 .
h e a r t 's  eye , and r i p  away th e  c u r ta in  in  o rd e r  t o  see th e  p a in t in g  beh ind  
i t .  Man must seek  t r u t h ,  e sse n c e , b e in g , r e a l i t y ,  and th e  o rd e r  o f th e  
cosmos, and fo llo w  h is  h e a r t  " to  g ra sp  what i s  h idden  beh ind  ap pearances, 
t o  f e r r e t  o u t t h a t  m ystery  which b r in g s  me t o  b i r t h  and th e n  k i l l s  me, to  
d isc o v e r  i f  beh ind  th e  v i s i b l e  and unceasing  s tream  o f th e  world an in v is ib le  
and immutable p resen ce  i s  h id in g . "^7 A gain, man must reco g n ize  th e  
in e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  th e  h e a r t  in  d is c e rn in g  a  p u rp o siv e  e sse n ce , a  t e l e o -  
l o g ic a l  p re se n c e , beh ind  th e  u n iv e rse  and w ith  t h i s  r e c o g n it io n  comes th e  
angu ish  which ensues from th e  a ttem p t t o  g iv e  a  human meaning t o  t h i s  
superhuman s tru g g le :  "To b le e d  in  t h i s  agony, and t o  l iv e  i t  p ro fo u n d ly ,
i s  th e  second d u t y . T h e  t h i r d  d u ty  i s  t o  f r e e  o n e s e lf  from b o th  mind 
and h e a r t ,  from  th e  i l l u s o r y  y e t  tem p tin g  hope o f fe re d  by th e  form er o f 
conquering  phenomena and th e  e q u a lly  i l l u s o r y  hope o f fe re d  by th e  l a t t e r  
o f  h a rn e ss in g  th e  e s se n c e . Man must r e a l i z e  t h a t  knowledge o f  th e  mind, 
re a so n  and s c ie n c e , i s  always p rob lem m atica l f o r  in s te a d  o f  u n d erstan d in g  
th e  n a tu re  o f th in g s  we o rg a n iz e , c l a s s i f y ,  h y p o th esize  i t ,  and th e n  appeal 
once more t o  th e  d a ta  f o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  Why th in g s  a re  th e  way th e y  are  
i s  unanswered a t  t h i s  le v e l  f o r  you do n o t approach t h i s ,  you o n ly  ask  
how th in g s  a re  done. S ince th e  s e l f  o rg an izes  th e  s e n se -d a ta , m an's 
e x p e rien ce  i s  a  s o l i p s l s t i c  one. E q u a lly  im p o rtan t f o r  m an's a c t io n  and 
th in k in g  i s  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  e th ic s  d e r iv e d  from th e  second l e v e l  o f  
in q u iry ,  t h a t  o f  th e  h e a r t 's  v is io n ,  a re  based  on knowledge, as one K azant- 
za k ia n  i n t e r p r e t e r  o p in e s ,  o f  which th e  h e a r t  "apprehended m erely  a 
human m eaning, a  human myth, and imposed t h i s  upon th e  unknowable. The
67Ib ld ., p . 51.
68Ib id ., p . 50.
8^B ien , Nikos K azan tzak ls , p .  2h.
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t h i r d  d u ty  i s  th e  m e tap h y sica l accep tance o f  n o th in g n e ss ; th e  t r a n s ­
cendence o f i l l - f a t e d  i l lu s io n s  t h a t  h id e  th e  n o n -e x is te n t ;  th e  t r a n -  
s u b s ta n t ia t io n  o f  our m a te r ia l i ty  th ro u g h  th e  b u rn in g  power o f  th e  t h i r d  
eye o f th e  so u l in to  f r e e ,  s e lf - c o n s c io u s  s p i r i t .
Nothing e x i s t s .  . . . There i s  no b eg in n in g  and no end . Only t h i s  
p re se n t moment e x i s t s ,  f u l l  o f  b i t t e r n e s s ,  f u l l  o f  sw ee tn ess , awl i  
r e jo ic e  in  i t  a l l .  . . .  I  know now: I  do n o t hope f o r  a n y th in g .
I  do no t f e a r  an y th in g , I  have f re e d  m yself from b o th  th e  mind and th e  
h e a r t ,  I  have mounted much h ig h e r , I  am f r e e .  T h is i s  what I  w ant.
I  want n o th in g  m ore. I  have been seek in g  freedom .? 0
T his i s  no t th e  end o f th e  jo u rn ey , however, b u t o n ly  th e  b eg in n in g , f o r
man has n o t a t  t h i s  p o in t  y e t  a t ta in e d  th e  Z orbaic  c a p a c ity  t o  dance
d e f i a n t ly  in  th e  fa c e  o f  i n f in i tu d e .  What he has done a t  t h i s  s ta g e  i s
t o  have p rep a re d —th e  th r e e  d u t ie s  in  The S av io rs  o f  God a re  found under
th e  heading  "The P re p a ra tio n " —f o r  th e  expansion  o f  con sc io u sn ess  which
comes from th e  en su in g  ta u n t ,  ten sio n -d raw n  p ilg rim ag e  th rough  l i f e  in  th e
fo rw ard , ascend ing  jo u rn ey  t o  u n i ty  w ith  i n f i n i t y .  Man has now reached
th e  p o in t  "from which you began—th e  ephem eral, p a lp i t a t i n g ,  m y ste rio u s
p o in t o f  your e x is te n c e —w ith  new ey e s , w ith  new e a r s ,  w ith  a new sense
71o f  t a s t e ,  sm e ll, to u c h , w ith  new b r a in s ."  The n ex t s te p  i s  "The March" 
th ro u g h  Ego, Race, Mankind, The E a rth , from  which comes "The v is io n "  which 
en ab le s  man t o  d isc o v e r  th e  p ro p er r e la t io n s h ip  o f  man t o  man, God, and 
n a tu r e .  T his p reced es  "The A ction" in  which th e re  i s  a  jo in in g  o f  th e o ry  
and a c t io n , t h a t  m odulation  o f  our th in k in g  and our b eh av io r which harm onizes 
th e  t im e le s s ,  in d e s t r u c t ib le  fo rc e s  o f growth and decay , b i r t h  and d e a th .
By t h i s  p a th  we a re  th u s  le d  t o  th e  peak o f  "The S ile n c e "  from  which
70' K azan tzak ls , The S av io rs  o f  God, p .  59. 
? -I-Ibid., p .  100 .
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n o b le  h e ig h ts  man le a p s  i n t o  th e  ab y ss  o f  e t e r n i t y  t o  l i n k  w ith  God.
I t  i s  t h i s  a sc e n d in g , b i t t e r - s w e e t  p ilg r im a g e  t h a t  K a za n tz ak ls  
e n v is io n e d  h i s  own l i f e  as  b e in g , t h a t  he b e l ie v e d  t o  be th e  w o r ld 's  
od y ssey  o f  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu r y ,  and th e  g r e a t  a d v en tu re  on w hich he 
lau n ch ed  O dysseus t o  g r a p h ic a l ly  i l l u s t r a t e  b o th  d e s c r ip t i v e  and p r e ­
s c r i p t i v e  e lem en ts  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y  f o r  co n tem porary  man. F r i a r  
h a s  i n c i s i v e l y  sum m arized t h i s  jo u rn e y  w hich le a d s  t o  th e  C re tan  
g la n c e :
a t  th e  s t a r t  o f  h i s  jo u rn e y , he h e a r s  an  ag o n ized  c ry  w ith in  him 
s h o u tin g  f o r  h e lp .  H is  f i r s t  s t e p  i s  t o  p lunge  in to  h i s  own ego 
u n t i l  he d is c o v e r s  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  en d angered  s p i r i t  ( o r  "God") lo ck ed  
w i th in  e ac h  man t h a t  i s  c ry in g  o u t f o r  l i b e r a t i o n .  I n  o rd e r  t o  f r e e  
i t ,  each  man m ust c o n s id e r  h im s e lf  s o l e l y  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  s a l ­
v a t io n  o f  th e  w o rld , b ecau se  when a  man d i e s ,  t h a t  a s p e c t  o f  th e  
u n iv e rs e  w hich i s  h i s  own p a r t i c u l a r  v i s io n  and th e  un iq u e  p la y  o f  
h i s  mind a l s o  c ra sh e s  i n  r u in s  f o r e v e r .  In  th e  second  s t e p ,  a  man 
m ust p lu n g e  beyond h i s  ego and i n t o  h i s  r a c i a l  o r i g i n s :  y e t  among
h is  f o r e f a th e r s  he m ust choose o n ly  th o s e  who can  h e lp  him tow ard  
g r e a t e r  re f in e m e n t o f  s p i r i t ,  t h a t  he may in  t u r n  p a s s  on h i s  t a s k  
t o  a  so n  who may a l s o  s u rp a s s  h im . The t h i r d  s t e p  f o r  a  man i s  t o  
p lu n g e  beyond h i s  own p a r t i c u l a r  r a c e  i n t o  th e  r a c e s  o f  a l l  mankind 
and t o  become i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  a l l  th e  u n iv e r s e ,  w ith  an im ate  and 
in an im a te  m a t te r ,  w ith  e a r t h ,  s to n e s ,  s e a ,  p l a n t s ,  a n im a ls , i n s e c t s ,  
and b i r d s ,  w ith  th e  v i t a l  im pu lse  o f  c r e a t io n  i n  a l l  phenom ena. Each 
man i s  a  fa th o m le s s  com posite  o f  a t a v i s t i c  r o o ts  p lu n g in g  down t o  
th e  p r im o rd ia l  o r ig i n  o f  t h in g s .  A man i s  now p re p a re d  t o  go beyond 
th e  m ind, th e  h e a r t ,  and ho p e , beyond h i s  eg o , h i s  r a c e ,  and m ankind, 
ev en  beyond a l l  phenomena and p lu n g e  f u r t h e r  in to  a  v i s io n  o f  th e  
I n v i s ib l e  p e rm e a tin g  a l l  th in g s  and f o r e v e r  a s c e n d in g . '
Wisdom, c o u ra g e , s e l f l e s s n e s s ,  and n o b le n e ss  c h a r a c te r iz e  he  who h as  s u c c e s s ­
f u l l y  com pleted  th e  jo u rn e y . Man has th e n  f u l f i l l e d  h i s  g r e a t e s t  d e b t t o  
God, i . e . ,  th e  s p i r i t u a l  co n cep t o f  e v o lu t io n a r y  p e r f e c t io n —th e  Good, in  
tra n s fo rm in g  h i s  mundane e x is te n c e  in to  a  g lo r io u s  r e ig n ,  in  r e l e a s in g  
th e  d iv in e  w i th in ,  in  f u r th e r in g  th e  cau se  o f  m oral b e t te rm e n t in  th e  w o rld , 
i n  u p h o ld in g  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  God, man, and n a tu r e ,  in  fo llo w in g  th e
?2F r i a r ,  " I n t r o d u c t io n ,"  t o  K a z a n tz a k ls ',  The O dyssey , p p . x i i i - x i v .
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worm th a t  becomes a  b u t t e r f l y ,  th e  f ly in g  f i s h  th a t  le a p s  in to  th e  a i r  and 
tra n sc e n d s  i t s  n a tu re ,  th e  silkw orm  t h a t  tu rn s  d u s t  in to  s i l k ,  and tra n s u b ­
s t a n t i a t i n g  h is  m a te r ia l i ty  in to  f r e e  u n a llo y ed  s p i r i t ,  in  jo in in g  w ith  
th e  s a v io rs  o f God and ach e iv in g  b e a t i tu d e :
And T h rice  B lessed  Be Those Who Bear On T h e ir  S houlders And Do 
Not Buckle Under This G re a t, Sublim e, And T e r r ify in g  S e c re t:
THAT EVEN THIS ONE 
DOES NOT EXIST 1^3
The W eltanschauung s p e lle d  ou t in  The S av io rs  o f God in  th e  1920’s ,
a c te d  ou t by U lysses in  The Odyssey in  th e  1930's ,  a r t i s t i c a l l y  d e p ic te d
in  Zorba in  th e  19*40*s , e x p la in ed  in  R eport in  th e  1 9 5 0 's , and adhered
t o  in  a l l  o th e r  works by K azan tzak ls , has obvious l i t e r a r y ,  th e o lo g ic a l ,
p h ilo s o p h ic a l ,  and e x i s t e n t i a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e .  T his w orld-view  i s  a ls o  o f
im p o rtan t p o l i t i c a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e .  The v a n ta g e -p o in t o f th e  C re tan  g la n c e ,
a t ta in e d  th rough  th e  expanded co n sc io u sn ess  o f he who has emended—e p is t e -
m o lo g ic a lly , e t h i c a l l y ,  and m e ta p h y s ic a lly —h is  e x i s t e n t i a l  in s ig n if ic a n c e
by fo llo w in g  th e  in n a te  d i v i n i t y  w ith in  h im se lf , i s  man f u l f i l l e d .  Thus,
each in d iv id u a l 's  f u l f i l lm e n t  as a unique p erso n  i s ,  t o  K azan tzak ls , th e
u lt im a te  end o f a l l  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  A ll law s, i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and
m ores, must conform t o  t h a t  p r in c ip le .  K azan tzak ls ' view tow ard th e  b e s t
manner o f a t t a in in g  th a t  end in  p o l i t i c s  passed  th rough  a s e v e ra l  phased
developm ent, a cognizance o f th e  s ta g e s  o f t h i s  developm ent and th e  c a u sa l
f a c to r s  invo lved  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  an u n d ers tan d in g  o f K a za n tz a k ls ' m ature
p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y , prom inent f a c to r s  in f lu e n c in g  K azan tzak ls ' changing
view s a re  th e  p o l i t i c a l  m a n ife s ta t io n s  o f h is  agonized t ig h tro p e  dance
betw een s o c ia l  a c tiv ism  and l i t e r a r y  involvem ent, and th e  e x te n t  t o  which
^ K a z a n tz a k ls ,  The S av io rs  o f  God, p . 131.
K a z a n tz a k ls  w as, t o  use  Camus' p h ra s e , a  h i s t o r i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n i s t .  The 
i s s u e s  o f  a c t io n  v e rs u s  w r i t i n g ,  K a z a n tz a k ls ' r e v o lu t io n is m , and th e  
b ro a d e r  e t h i c a l  q u e s t io n s  o f  means v e rs u s  ends a r e  d is c u s s e d  in  C h ap te r 
I I  in  an a tte m p t t o  c l a r i f y  K a z a n tz a k ls ' p o s i t io n  on th e s e  m a t te r s .
c h a pter  I I
WORDS: WEAPONS IN THE BATTLE
K azan tzak ls , whose focus was c o n s is te n t ly  on th e  abyss o f  n o th in g n e ss , 
b e lie v e d  freedom  t o  be th e  essence  o f man and sought t o  l i b e r a te  c i v i l i ­
z a t io n  from th e  e n s la v in g  in h ib i t io n s  o f human m o r ta l i ty  and h i s t o r i c a l  
te m p o ra li ty .  He e x p lo red , th ro u g h  h is  l i f e  and a r t ,  th e  advan tages and 
d isad v a n ta g es  o f  s o c ia l  involvem ent v e rsu s  l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y  as weapons 
in  t h i s  b a t t l e .  His view  o f th e  means t o  be used to  t r a n s l a t e  h is  v is io n a ry  
C re tan  g la n c e —th e  c a l l  to  th e  h ig h e r  man—in to  r e a l i t y  and th e re b y  t o  
a t t a i n  freedom  evolved th ro u g h  th re e  s ig n i f ic a n t  s ta g e s .  F i r s t —and 
l e a s t  im p o rtan t from th e  v iew poin t o f p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry —th e re  i s  K azant- 
z a k is ' B uddhist p h ase . From approx im ate ly  1918 u n t i l  th e  m id-1920 's  
K azantzak ls embraced headlong th e  B uddhist w orld-v iew  which fo cused  n o t 
on th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and s o c ia l  l i f e  o f  man b u t con tem plated  th e  
sanctum  o f i n f i n i t y .  T his p e r io d  i s  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by an e s c a p is t  a t t i t u d e  
and a d isavow al o f r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  s u f f e r in g  mankind on K az a n tz a k ls ' 
p a r t .  The dehum anizing in ju s t i c e s  o f  th e  f i n i t e  w orld o f  man were as 
in c o n se q u e n tia l d rops o f  r a i n  on th e  pane o f  e t e r n i ty  f o r  K azantzak ls 
d u r in g  h is  Buddhism. H is was a th o ro u g h ly  a p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e . In  
th e  "B e rlin "  s e c t io n  o f R eport K azantzakls r e f l e c t s  on th e  B uddhist 
b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  w orld does no t e x i s t  and t e l l s  how, th ro u g h  h is  once 
h e ld  adherence t o  t h i s  b e l i e f ,  s u f f e r in g  and ty ra n n y  were tran sfo rm ed  
" in to  a sp e c ta c le  bo th  ephem eral and v a in .  I  to ld  m yself none o f  t h i s  was
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t r u e .  I  must no t be le d  a s t r a y  in to  b e l ie v in g ,  l i k e  some s im p le , 
n a iv e  p e rso n . No, hunger and s a t i e t y ,  jo y  and sorrow , l i f e  and d e a th — 
a l l  were s p e c te r s !"1 But in  B e r lin  th e  B uddhist prism  was s lo w ly  pene­
t r a t e d  by th e  h a rsh  l i g h t  o f  r e a l i t y ,  o r ,  t o  change th e  m etaphor, th e  
c u r ta in  o f n irv a n a  was p a r te d  and th e  inhuman chaos o f  th e  w orld th e re b y  
re v e a le d  became K azantzakls* concern . He r e a l iz e d  th a t  he cou ld  n e i th e r  
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  nor e m o tio n a lly  m a in ta in  h is  a lo o fn e ss  from  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
a ren a  when fac ed  w ith  th e  e v i l s  o f  th e  m isery  he found on h is  a r r i v a l  in  
V ienna in  1921 and in  B e r l in  in  1922. With K a za n tza k ls ' accep tan ce  o f  th e  
w orld came r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  " f e a r f u l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  man b e a rs  f o r  a l l  
th e  w o rld 's  i n ju s t i c e  and opprobium !"^ That b e in g  so , th e  q u e s tio n  con­
f ro n t in g  K azan tzak ls was what should  be done t o  r e l ie v e  t h a t  in ju s t i c e ?  In  
answ ering t h i s  q u e s tio n  K azantzak ls would draw from th e  1920's  to  th e  
l a t e  1930 's  ex trem ely  v a r ie d  i f  no t o p p o site  co n c lu s io n s  tu rn in g  on th e  
e f f ic a c y  and d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f a c tin g  v e rsu s  w r i t in g ,  and p h y s ic a l  v e rsu s  
s p i r i t u a l  arm s. In  what may be term ed K azantzakls* r a d ic a l  p h ase , l a s t in g  
u n t i l  th e  l a t e  1930 ' s ,  th e  e f f ic a c y  o f a c tin g  and p h y s ic a l  arms was a t  
th e  f o r e f ro n t  o f  h is  th o u g h t. This p e rio d  was c h a ra c te r iz e d  by in te n se  
M arx ist involvem ent, a  s h r i l l  im patience w ith  tem p o ra l i n j u s t i c e ,  and a 
la c k  o f concern  w ith  th e  e th ic s  o f p o l i t i c a l  means. These t r a i t s  o f  
K az an tz ak ls ' th o u g h t were superseded  in  h is  m ature s ta g e —m ature b o th  in  
a  l i t e r a r y  and a  p o l i t i c a l  sen se —in  th e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 's ,  as K azan tzak ls  
accep ted  h is  l i t e r a r y  n a tu re  and r e a l iz e d  th e  im portance o f  th e  s p i r i t u a l
■^Kazantzakls, R ep o rt, p . 37^.
2 I b id . ,  p . 387.
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u n i ty  o f mankind h is  p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry  to o k  on new d ep th  and more profound 
d im ensions. In  t h i s  c h a p te r  we examine th e  r a d ic a l  s ta g e  o f  K azan tzak ls ' 
p o l i t i c s  in  which he endeavors t o  em ulate h is  C re tan  fo rb e a re rs  and f u l f i l l  
th e  e th ic  o f th e  p a l l i k a r i a  so  r e s o lu te ly  p o r tra y e d  by h is  f a th e r ;  second, 
th e  term s o f h is  g ra d u a l re c o g n it io n  o f th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f means and 
th e  l a r g e r  q u e s tio n  o f th e  e th ic s  o f p o l i t i c a l  v io le n c e ;  t h i r d ,  h is  u lt im a te  
p o s i t io n  on th e se  is s u e s  and th e  im portance which K azan tzak ls ' accep tance 
o f  h is  l i t e r a r y  b en t p la y s  in  t h a t  p o s i t io n .
R ad ica l V ita lism
Once he had abandoned B uddhist a p o l i t ic is m  and accep ted  s o c ia l  resp o n ­
s i b i l i t y  f o r  i n ju s t i c e  K azan tzak ls th rew  h im se lf  in to  th e  b a t t l e .  On th e  
whole he p a id  l i t t l e  a t t e n t io n  t o  normal avenues o f p o l i t i c a l  change.
When he d id  he was re b u ffe d  in  h is  a ttem p t to  u t i l i z e  them . He focused  
f irm ly  on th e  g o a l o f  com pleting  th e  job  began by N ie tz sch e , b e in g  convinced 
by N ie tzsche  " th a t  n eg a tiv ism  cou ld  be a  weapon f o r  th e  cure o f  contem porary 
decadence and need n o t be a  symptom o f t h a t  decadence ,"3  A cting  on th a t  
b e l i e f  K azantzak ls tu rn e d  w ith  a  ru sh  t o  v i t a l i s t i c  movements as  th e  b e s t  
way o f d e s tro y in g  th e  o ld  law s and a c c e le r a t in g  th e  r e le a s e  o f  th e  f r e e  
s p i r i t  o f  man from th e  fo rc e s  which oppressed  i t .  Thus was re v e a le d  one 
o f th e  dom inant t r a i t s  b o th  o f K az an tza k ls ' c h a ra c te r  and o f  h is  p o l i t i c s 0 
He was im ag in a tiv e  and t e l l i n g  as a  s o c ia l  c r i t i c ;  however, he was a ls o  
s u b je c t  t o  e x a g g e ra tio n , to  push ing  h is  b a s ic a l ly  good in te n t io n s  and b e l i e f s  
t o  extrem e and perhaps unw arranted  c o n c lu s io n s . There i s  an ex c e ss iv en ess  
about K a z an tza k ls ' p e r s o n a l i ty  t h a t  o f te n  d i s to r t e d  h i s  most c h e rish ed  id e a l s .  
T h is  ex c e ss iv en ess  was th e  p rim ary  m o tiv a tio n a l fo rc e  t h a t  le d  t o  h is
•^Bien, J o u rn a l  o f  Modern L i te r a tu r e ,  I I  (November 1971), ? •  269 .
ex trem ely  r a d ic a l  and v io le n t  p o s i t io n  in  th e  p e r io d  under d isc u ss io n *
The o n ly  re c o u rse  f o r  K azan tzak ls , who saw and opposed th e  e v i l s  b e in g
wrought th ro u g h  and by b o u rg e o is ie  p o l i t i c a l  system s, was t o  e lim in a te
them and th e  outmoded e t h i c a l ,  r e l ig io u s ,  econom ic, e t c . ,  concep ts on
which th e y  were m ain ta ined*  T h e re fo re , when a d d ress in g  a  Congress o f
R a d ic a l School Reform ers i n  B e r l in  in  1922, K azan tzak ls ,
d is d a in in g  halfw ay m easures, demanded an a t ta c k  on th e  ro o t  o f  th e  
e v i l :  ,fWfe sh o u ld  n o t b eg in  w ith  th e  sch o o l sy stem ,"  he proposed t o
t h i s  C ongress, "b u t r a th e r  w ith  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  s o c ie ty  i t s e l f — 
o f  which th e  sch o o l i s  an em anation* I f  we a re  go ing  t o  h e lp  
s o c ie ty  t o  advance, we must one day make up our minds t o  sev e r i t s  
r o t t e n  r o o ts  and f r e e  men from t h e i r  s h e l l ,  which p re v e n t them from 
growingo"
He a ls o  sought t o  a l ly  h im se lf  w ith  th e  S o v ie t M arx is ts  f o r  th e y  to o  were 
b r in g in g  about th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  o ld  form s which o f  n e c e s s i ty  must 
p reced e  c r e a t io n  o f new ones* He could  say  o f World War I ;  "when th e  
v i l e  war came, i t  b rought one g re a t  good: i t  i n t e n s i f i e d  th e  p ro cess  o f
d e c o m p o s i t i o n . H e  f i l l e d  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  The Odyssey, w r i t te n  from 
1925 t o  1938> w ith  p assag es  acc la im in g  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  d e s tru c t io n :  o f
th e  outmoded e t h i c  o f  a  p la c id  S p a r ta ; o f  th e  decaden t s o c ie ty  Odysseus 
found on C re te  a g a in s t  which he le d  a  s u c c e s s fu l  r e v o lu t io n  p la c in g  a  
companion in  charge; o f  th e  ty ran n y  o f E gyp tian  pharoahs a g a in s t  which 
he p a r t i c ip a te d  i n  an  u n su c c e ss fu l r e v o lu tio n ;  even o f  h is  id e a l  c i t y  
founded on s c i e n t i f i c  n a tu ra lism *  At t h i s  p o in t in  h is  developm ent 
K azan tzak ls was unconcerned w ith  th e  e t h i c a l  im p lic a tio n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
means b u t ca red  o n ly  f o r  th e  e f f ic a c y  o f  p re p a rin g  th e  w orld f o r  th e  b u ild in g  
o f  th e  New Je ru sa lem  o f freedom , j u s t i c e ,  and v i r t u e ,  as l a t e  as 1937 when,
^ K azan tzak ls , quo ted  in  H. K azan tzak ls , Nikos K azan tzak ls ,  p p . 89- 90 .
^Nikos K azan tzak ls , Toda Raba, t r a n s .  Amy Mims w ith  A fterw ord by H* 
K azan tzak ls  (New York: Simon and S c h u s te r , I n c . ,  I 96U), p .  116.
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as a  co rresp o n d en t covering  th e  Spanish C iv i l  War, he was asked o f th e  
com m unists, "Why d id  th e y  have to  go and burn  th e  churches?" he r a t io n ­
a l iz e d  such a c ts  as p e rm is s ib le  because o f  p rev io u s  i n ju s t i c e s ;  "D on 't 
f o r g e t  t h a t  i f  th e  Reds d id  bu rn  th e  ch u rch es, th e  Spanish  C a th o lic  p r i e s t s
burned  th e  ch u rch . . . o In  C h r i s t 's  name th e y  have san c tio n e d  q,nd d e s ir e d
£
a thousand  c r im e s ."0 And when asked by a  German p h ilo so p h e r , D r. C o lin  
R ose, d u rin g  th e  same c o n f l i c t ,  i f  he was f o r  o r  a g a in s t  w ar, he answered; 
"N e ith e r f o r  nor a g a in s t  . . .  as I  am n e i th e r  f o r  nor a g a in s t  an e a r th ­
quake. W hile re c o g n iz in g  and ta k in g  in to  account t h a t  K azantzak ls 
was n o t as b lo o d th ir s ty  as  th e s e  rem arks p a in t  him, f o r  he was always th e  
d ra m a tis t  and much o f th e  above was undoubtedly  p o s tu r in g , th e re  i s  s t i l l  
ev idenced  a  d is c o n c e r t in g  la c k  o f concern f o r  th e  use o f v io le n c e .  K azant- 
zak is*  abandonment o f h is  e a r l i e r  a s c e t i c ,  y e t com passionate o r ie n ta t io n  
f o r  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  and e x a l ta t io n  o f th e  claim  to  a b so lu te  v i r tu e  
o f v i t a l i s t i c  movements, p a r t i c u la r l y  Marxism, in  th e  1 9 2 0 's  and 1 9 3 0 's  
g iv e s  r i s e  t o  two q u e s tio n s .  The f i r s t  i s ,  What la y  beh ind  K az an tz ak ls ' 
d i e f i c a t lo n  o f  a c t i v i s t  movements? The o th e r ,  r e la te d  q u e s tio n  i s ;  What 
a re  th e  Im p lic a tio n s  o f such a  p o l i t i c s  o f v io le n c e ?  In  tu rn in g  t o  th e  
is s u e  of K azantzakls*  involvem ent w ith  a c t i v i s t s  movements we en co u n te r one 
o f th e  c e n t r a l ,  a l l - im p o r ta n t  themes o f K azan tzak ls ' l i f e  and a r t ~ t h e  p e rs o n a l-  
p sy c h o lo g ic a l s tru g g le  between a c to r  and w r i te r .
Perhaps the most intriguing aspect of Kazantzakls' thought is his 
attitude toward physical participation in the quest of bettering the human 
predicament versus theoretical, literary Involvement. Although Kazantzakls
^ K azan tzak ls , quoted in  H. K azan tzak ls , Nikos K azan tzak ls , p .  3^3-
^K azantzakls, Spain, p . 163.
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i s  perhaps m ost commonly th o u g h t o f ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  among h is  E n g lish  re a d in g  
p u b l ic ,  as b e in g  an a s c e t i c ,  a p o l i t i c a l  l i t e r a t i s t - - n o  doubt due t o  th e  
u n f a m il ia r i ty  w ith  h is  l i f e  r e s u l t in g  from  th e  la c k  o f  a  good I n t e l l e c tu a l  
b io g rap h y  a v a i la b le  in  E n g lish —t h i s  a sp e c t o f  h is  l i f e  in  f a c t  was 
c h a ra c te r iz e d  by am bivalence, s e lf - q u e s t io n in g ,  and c o n f l i c t .  We w i l l  
examine t h i s  q u e s tio n  and h is  u l t im a te  assessm ent o f  a c t io n  v e rsu s  words 
by  a d d re ss in g  o u rse lv e s  t o  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  S o v ie t Marxism in  th e  
1920*3 f o r  t h i s  i s  h is  most in te n s iv e ,  s u s ta in e d  e f f o r t  a t  a c t io n  and 
co n seq u en tly  h is  most extrem e b e t r a y a l  o f  h i s  l i t e r a r y  n a tu re  and m a n ife s ts  
th e  Im portan t p o l i t i c a l  im p lic a tio n s  o f  h is  i n te r n a l  s tru g g le  f o r  K azant- 
zak is*  th o u g h t.
K azan tzak ls was in tro d u ced  t o  th e  com prehensive and a p o c a ly p tic  v is io n  
o f  M arxism-Leninism in  B e r l in  by h is  f e l lo w  i d e a l i s t  and param our, I tk a  
H orow itz . He became so  openly  sym pathetic  t o  communism as t o  r e c e iv e  an 
i n v i t a t i o n  as th e  on ly  G reek i n t e l l e c t u a l  t o  a tte n d  th e  c e le b ra t io n  o f th e  
te n th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  r e v o lu t io n .  H is sympathy occasioned  s e v e ra l  
o u tb u rs ts  and l e t t e r s  by K azan tzak ls in  which th e re  i s  e v id e n t a  movement 
away from  th e  more a s c e t ic ,  un in v o lv ed , and n o n -v io le n t a t t i t u d e  o f  h is  
e a r l i e r  C h ris tia n -B u d d h is t r e l ig io u s  o r ie n ta t io n .  They c o n ta in  a  more s t r i ­
d e n t and more em o tio n a l p r o te s t  and a re  c e n te re d  around th e  p o s i t io n  
K azan tzak ls  a r r iv e d  a t  as he w r i te s  E le n i  from  R u ss ia  in  1927:
I*m d eep ly  a f f e c te d  by s e t t i n g  fo o t  on th e  R u ssian  e a r th  . . .  by gaz ing  
a t  th e  mute en d u rin g  m asses. . . .  W hatever I 'v e  w r i t te n  seems t o  me 
unworthy and p r o v in c ia l .  My c ry  has been  heard  by o n ly  a  few  peop le  . .  • 
because  th e  means I  use a re  weak.
What do a r t  and a  b e a u t i f u l  p h ra se  and a  good s im ile  and a  b r i l l i a n t  
l i n e  o f  v e rse  m a tte r?  A ll th e se  th in g s  a re  l i t t l e ;  and th e y  d o n 't  
to u ch  th e  g re a t  waves o f hum anity . Only r e l ig io n  end a c t io n —o n ly  a  
C h r is t  o r  a  Lenin—d eserv e  t o  l i v e  to d a y . The o th e rs  e x i s t  in  o rd e r
t o  w a it f o r  him, o r  a t  most t o  p re p a re  th e  way f o r  him w ith  t h e i r  
i n a r t i c u l a t e ,  p ro v in c ia l  c r i e s . «
In  a d d i t io n  t o  th e  g o a ls  o f  s o c ia l  j u s t i c e  th e r e  i s  ev inced  in  t h i s  
passage  an o th e r  e lem ent o f  K azantzakls*  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  Marxism—h is  d i s i l ­
lu sionm en t a t  t h i s  p o in t  w ith  a r t  as  a  means o f  a f f e c t in g  s o c ia l  change.
T h is theme w i l l  be ex p lo red  th o ro u g h ly  a b i t  l a t e r .
K azantzakls*  p e rc e p tio n  o f why th e  m asses s i l e n t l y  endured and why 
h i s  con tem poraries  sa n c tio n e d  o r  a t  l e a s t  im p l ic i t ly  condoned such inhumane 
c o n d itio n s  as e x is te d  in  V ienna, B e r l in ,  and most o f  Europe in  th e  m id- 
1920 ' s  i s  found in  v a r io u s  p assag es  th ro u g h o u t h i s  w r i tin g s  and h e lp  t o  
e x p la in  h i s  a ttem p ted  movement tow ard r a d ic a l  a c tiv ism . T his re a so n  l a y ,  
in  K azantzakls*  v iew , in  th e  s t e r i l i t y ,  ap a th y , and an gu ish , d isp la y e d  
by th e  men o f  h i s  d a y . These u n d e s ira b le  t r a i t s  p e rm itte d  th e  o p p resso rs  
to  c a r ry  on u n c o n tro lle d  by th e  m asses and le d  K azantzak ls t o  conclude th a t  
th e r e  was a  need n o t o n ly  f o r  economic and p o l i t i c a l  em ancipation  b u t ,  
more im p o rta n tly , f o r  th e  "p sy c h o lo g ic a l and s p i r i t u a l  em ancipation  o f  m an."9 
In  K azantzakls*  view  h is  co n tem p o raries  were to o  c o n te n t t o  ov erlo o k  o r  
t o  countenance th o se  a c ts  o f  t h e i r  governm ent which d id  no t d i r e c t l y  h in d e r  
t h e i r  d a i ly  l i v e s ,  and th e y  were open ly  r e c e p t iv e  t o  th e  e sp o u sa ls  o f 
g ra d u a ln e ss , o f  to le r a n c e ,  o f  n o n v io len ce , and o f  o rd e r  p ro ffe re d  by  t h e i r  
government o f f i c i a l s  f o r ,  "N eedless to  say , th e  b o u rgeo is  regim e i s  s t r i v in g  
t o  s t i f l e  t h i s  endeavor ." 10 In  l i g h t  o f  th e  i n ju s t i c e  in  th e  w orld th e  
a p a th e t ic  a t t i t u d e  o f  mankind aroused  K azan tzak ls t o  fe v e r  p i t c h .  K azant- 
z a k i s ' p o l i t i c s ,  when fa c e d  w ith  what he viewed as th e  o p p re ss iv e n e ss  o f 
b o th  German and G reek p o l i t i c a l  sy stem s, as  w e ll as o th e r s ,  and th e  dynamic
^K azan tzak ls , L e t te r  t o  E . Sam ios, H. K azan tzak ls , Mlkos K azan tzak ls , 
p .  l 6 8 .
% ik o s  K azan tzak ls , "A pology," in  I b i d . ,  p .  568 .
10 I b i d . ,  p .  569 .
S o v ie t s u c c e ss e s , would e v e n tu a l ly  move so f a r  from th e  n o n v io len t apo-
l i t i c i s m  o f  Buddhism as t o  p e rm it him t o  r a b id ly  su p p o rt Marxism, i t s
means as w e ll as i t s  g o a ls ,  i n  h is  ad d ress  t o  th e  Moscow World Congress
i n  1927: " C a p i ta l i s t  war i s  in e v i ta b le  because th e  c a p i t a l i s t s  who a re
i n  power have an i n t e r e s t  i n  making w ar. There i s  on ly  one th in g  t o  do:
t o  p re p a re  f o r  s o c ia l  war*. When th e  c a p i t a l i s t  war comes, i t  must be tu rn e d
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i n to  a  s o c ia l  w ar."
K a z a n tz a k ls ' p o l i t i c s  r e p re s e n t  a t  t h i s  p o in t  what seems t o  be th e  
supreme c o n tr a d ic t io n  o f  h is  e a r l i e r  a s c e t ic is m . The m oral ab so lu tism  o f 
o rthodox  Marxism w ith  which K azan tzak ls  r e a d i ly  id e n t i f i e d  and e x a lte d  
d i r e c t l y  c o n t r a d ic ts  th e  r e p e a te d ly  s ta te d  theme t h a t  " i t  i s  our d u ty  to  
s t a r e  a t  th e  ab y ss"  and n o t succumb t o  th e  f a l s e  masks o f "Buddhas, Gods, 
M otherlands, Id eas  . . .  Woe t o  him who cannot f r e e  h im se lf  from Buddhas, 
Gods, M otherlands, and Id e a s ." 12 W ith th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  M arx ist 
cause  as th e  Alan v i t a l ,  th e  e v o lu tio n a ry  movement o f  God, and h is  conse­
quen t J u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f a c tu a l  p h y s ic a l  in te r f e r e n c e  w ith  th o se  who d isa g re e d  
w ith  t h a t  cause K a z a n tz a k ls ' p o l i t i c s  reach ed  a n a d ir  o f  conformism a id  
dogmatism t h a t  was a t  odds w ith  h i s  b a s ic  h u m an istic  o u tlo o k . Be was to  
acknowledge t h a t  c e r t a in  movements, i . e . ,  Marxism, co u ld  embody th e  m oral
■ ^K azan tzak ls, quoted  in  P re v e la k is ,  Nlkos K azan tzak ls And H is Odyssey, 
p .  130. K azan tzak ls  i n  R e p o rt, p .  1*20, in  'the s e c t io n  Sevoied t o  th e  R ussian  
p e r io d , w r i te s ;  " th e  e n t i r e  w orld  i s  a  Pompeii s h o r t ly  b e fo re  th e  e ru p tio n !  
What i s  th e  use  o f  such a  world w ith  i t s  b razen  women, f a i t h l e s s  men, w ith  
i t s  v i l l a i n y ,  i n j u s t i c e ,  and d is e a s e ?  AH th e s e  sh a rp  m erchan ts, a n th ro -  
ppphagic  tr ig g e rm e n , th e s e  p r i e s t s  t r a d in g  God in  r e t a i l ,  th e s e  panders 
and enuchs—why shou ld  th e y  l i v e ?  Why shou ld  a l l  th e s e  c h i ld re n  grow up 
t o  occupy th e  p la c e s  t h e i r  p a re n ts  occupied  i n  th e  ta v e rn s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  
and b ro th e ls ?  . • . L e t th e  b a rb a r ia n s  come t o  c le a r  th e  u n o b s tru c te d  
ro ad  and open a  new r iv e rb e d  o f  th e  s p i r i t . "
^ K azan tzak ls , Zorba, p . 191 •
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law s o f  th e  I n v is ib le  l i f e - f o r c e  and was t o  j u s t i f y  governm ental a c t io n s ,  
in  t h i s  in s ta n c e  by S t a l i n 's  Komsomol, which so u g h t, by any means, to  uphold 
th o se  m oral law s . T h is was ev idenced  in  th e  b reak -u p  betw een he and h i s ,  
a t  t h a t  tim e , f e l lo w  M arx ist P a n a it  I s t r a t i  over th e  famous Ruskov A ffa ir  
on a  R u ssian  jo u rn e y  e a r ly  in  1929• V ic to r  S erge, a  S o v ie t r e v o lu tio n a ry  
and o ld  f r ie n d  o f K az a n tza k is ' and I s t r a t i * s  was " u n ju s tly  t r e a te d  by th e  
S o v ie t b u reau cracy  ( t h i s  was a  fo rew arn ing  o f  th e  inhuman tre a tm e n t t h a t  
th e  T ro ts k y ite s  were t o  s u f f e r ) . . . .  Serge was f i r s t  i s o la te d  and th e n  
e x i le d ;  h is  w ife  went mad, h is  c h i ld  was l e f t  in  th e  s t r e e t s ,  h is  f a th e r -  
in - la w  s ta rv e d  t o  d e a th .  w hereas I s t r a t i  became fu r io u s  a t  t h i s  
in  j  l is t  i c e ,  p ro te s te d  t o  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f th e  P a r ty , l e f t  th e  S o v ie t Union, 
can ce led  fa v o ra b le  newspaper a r t i c l e s  he had p rep ared  about th e  S o v ie ts , 
and a tta c k e d  what he a c c u ra te ly  p e rc e iv e d  as th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  p u rg es , 
K azan tzak is co n tin u ed  h i s  t r a v e l s  in  R u ss ia  and, r a th e r  th a n  p r o te s t in g  
th e  b a rb a r ic  tre a tm e n t o f  th e  S e rg es , he p ro te s te d  th e  u n fav o rab le  p u b l i ­
c i t y  I s t r a t i  aroused  about R u s s i a . ^  T h is m y s tic a l ,  f e r v id  su p p o rt o f 
eonanunism would te m p o ra r ily  le a d  K azantzak is t o  a  b r u ta l  id e o lo g ic a l  
am oralism :
What i n t e r e s t s  me i s  no t man, n o r th e  e a r th  nor th e  heavens, b u t th e  
flam e th a t  consumes man and e a r th  and heavens. I t  i s n ' t  R u ss ia  t h a t  
i n t e r e s t s  me, b u t th e  flam e consuming R u ss ia . A m elio ra tion  o f  th e  f a t e  
o f  th e  m asses o r  o f  th e  e l i t e ,  h ap p in e ss , j u s t i c e ,  v i r t u e ;  th e s e  th in g s  
t h a t  lu r e  so  many peop le  do n o t c a tc h  me.^5
Perhaps th e  answer t o  th e  query  o f  why K azan tzak is d e i f ie d  L e n in 's  b rand
1 3 p re v e la k is , Nikos K azan tzak is And His Odyssey, p .  137*
llfSee i b i d . ,  p .  137, and H. K azan tzak is , Nikos K azan tzak is , p p . 199 &
2 2 2 .
"^Kazantzakis, ToduRaba, p . 94.
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o f Marxism l i e s ,  i f  anywhere, in  th e  realm  o f th e  p sy ch o an a ly st and n o t in  
t h a t  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t .  The most lo g ic a l  answer i s  t h a t  K azan tzak is , 
th e  man o f words and o f s tro n g  b e l i e f s ,  found in  L en in , th e  man o f  a c t io n  
and a b so lu te  m o ra li ty ,  t h a t  u n i ty  o f th e o ry  and a c t io n ,  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
and a c t i v i s t ,  f o r  which he had ex p ressed  such concern  in  The S av io rs  o f 
God and in  o th e r  works: "He f e l t  th e  need f o r  a  commitment; and L enin  
had now c a p tiv a te d  h is  h e a r t .  Not be ing  a  man o f a c t io n ,  he f e l t  th e  need 
t o  a c t . " 1^ O ther th a n  th ro u g h  h i s  w r i t in g s ,  h i s  honorary  p o s t as C abinet 
M in is te r  w ith o u t P o r t f o l io  in  19^5 > h is  p o s i t io n  w ith  UNESCO as  D ire c to r  
o f th e  D epartm ent t o  t r a n s l a t e  th e  c l a s s i c s  (which was o n ly  o f fe re d  t o  
him a f t e r  i t  had been  r e je c te d  by a n o th e r ) ,  and h is  m iss io n  as D ire c to r  
G enera l o f  th e  M in is try  o f P u b lic  W elfare in  G reece in  r e p a t r i a t i n g  Greek 
re fu g e e s  from th e  Caucasus in  1919 and 1920, K azan tzak is  nev er a t ta in e d  
much su ccess  in  p o l i t i c s .  He e n te re d  in to  an i l l e g a l  and u n su c c e ss fu l 
p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  w ith  th e  conm unists in  C re te  in  192k f o r  which he was 
a r r e s te d  ( t h i s  o ccasio n ed  h is  "Apology" t o  th e  exam ining m a g is tra te  a f t e r  
which he sec lu d ed  h im se lf  on th e  C retan  c o a s t ) ; was charged in  Greece 
f o r  o f fe n s e s  a g a in s t  th e  s t a t e  and r e l ig io n  in  1928 f o r  h is  le c tu r e s  w ith  
I s t r a t i  on so c ia lism  p lu s  h is  c o n tro v e r s ia l  The S av io rs  o f God; p lanned  
t o  p re s e n t  h im se lf  as a  communist can d id a te  f o r  th e  G reek l e g i s l a t u r e  in  
1929 y e t  f a i l e d  t o  do so ; proposed in  19 *̂0 h i s  g r e a t ,  and somewhat 
lu d ic ro u s ,  p la n  f o r  G reek-England u n i f ic a t io n  in  fa c e  o f  M o u sso lin i 's  a t ta c k
-^ p o u la k id a s , "The Novels o f K azan tzak is And T h e ir  E x i s t e n t i a l  S ources" 
(U npublished Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ) ,  p .  112. There may be a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
what th e  p sy c h o -a n a ly s ts  c a l l  " tra n s fe re n c e "  in  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  
K a z an tza k is1 f a th e r  had , by h is  l a r g e r - t h a n - l i f e  c a l l  t o  a c t io n ,  in tim ­
id a te d  N ikosi (R ep o rt, p . hJ5), "He i t  was who reduced  my b lood  t o  in k ."
And L enin  p ro v id ed  a  panoram ic f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  th e  q u e s t f o r  a c t io n  on a  
g ig a n t ic  s c a le .  K azan tzak is p ro b ab ly  r e a l iz e d  t h i s  f o r  he was f a m il ia r  
w ith  F re u d 's  work hav ing  read  them d u rin g  h is  confinem ent f o r  a  s k in  
a ilm en t in  V ienna in  1921 .
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on Greece a lth o u g h  he had f a i l e d  to  d e te c t  M o u sso lin i 's  e v i l  i n  an i n t e r ­
view in  th e  l a t e  1920 ' s ;  o f fe re d  to  jo in  th e  l e f t i s t  communist p a r t is a n s  
in  th e  1940's  on ly  t o  be r e je c te d  w hile  a t  th e  same tim e th e  T ig h te s t  
government banned much o f h is  work as  w e ll as in v e s t ig a te d  h is  communist 
t i e s ;  never r e a l iz e d  h is  l i f e lo n g  g o a l to  le a d  a  communal s o c ie ty  o f 
a r t i s t ^  nor h is  proposed I n s t i t u t e  o f Greek C u ltu re  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  
nor h is  proposed I n te r n a t io n a l  o f  th e  S p i r i t  in  th e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 's ; and, 
perhaps th e  u l t im a te  a t t e s t a t i o n  o f p o l i t i c a l  in e p tn e s s , was n o t  allow ed 
t o  r e tu rn  t o  Greece a f t e r  h is  d e p a r tu re  in  1946 and, m oreover, h i s  p u b l i ­
c a tio n s  and in f lu e n c e  were e f f e c t iv e ly  c ircu m scrib ed  by th e  T ig h te s t  Greek 
governm ent. A lthough, as th e s e  e v en ts  d em o n stra te , "d ec id ed ly  th e re  was 
n o th in g  o f th e  p o l i t i c a l  man abou t him" i t  was n o t u n t i l  h is  sev en th  decade, 
th e  1 9 5 0 's , t h a t ,  as  h is  w ife  H elen c o n tin u e s , "For th e  f i r s t  tim e I  heard  
no r e g r e ts  u t te r e d  about h is  in c a p a c ity  t o  s e t  h im se lf  a t  th e  head of a  
g re a t  p o l i t i c a l  m ovem en t."^  P a ra d o x ic a lly  enough, K azan tzak is ' g r e a te s t  
p o l i t i c s !  in f lu e n c e , b o th  in  Greece and in  th e  w orld , came a f t e r  h is  d e a th .
With t h i s  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' d e s ir e  f o r  a c t io n  and h is  
p o l i t i c a l - r e l i g i o u s  m essianism  i t  i s  e a s i ly  seen  why he would f in d  in  
Leninism  an o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  p e i r t ic ip a t io n .  He seemed to  ex p e rien ce  a  
v ic a r io u s  p le a su re  th ro u g h  S o v ie t Marxism, p a r t i c u la r ly  th ro u g h  L e n in 's  
a c t io n s ,  and so c lo s e ly  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  S o v ie t experim ent t h a t  in
h is  t h i r d  jo u rn e y  t o  R u ss ia  K azan tzak is  saw th e  o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  a  new 
t e s t .  Was he a  man o f  a c tio n ?  Would he be ab le  t o  make c o n ta c t  w ith  
th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  s o c ie ty ,  w ith  th e  g o d -b ea rin g  p e o p le , and t o  r e le a s e  
h is  powers? W hile he was s t i l l  a t  work on h is  e p ic  and w ith o u t any 
cause t o  hope f o r  an e sca p e , he had w r i t te n  to  me from Aegina (August 
25 , 1927); "As soon as I  f i n i s h  The Odyssey, my sm all s e rv ic e ,  I  s h a l l  
g iv e  m yself e n t i r e ly  to  th e  problem  o f  how t o  g e t  to  g r ip s  w ith  r e a l i t y  
and to  a c t .  I f  I  l i v e  e lsew h ere , i f  I  f in d  f r ie n d s  o u ts id e  G reece, I
-'-Th . K azan tzak is , Nikos K azan tzak is , pp . 437 & ^ 5  r e s p e c t iv e ly .
s h a l l  tr iu m p h . That i s  to  say , I  s h a l l  do what my n a tu re  i s  capab le  
o f  d o in g .
There i s  a  h au n tin g  and d is tu r b in g ly  t r a g ic  a sp e c t t o  K a za n tz a k is ' m y s tic a l 
and f e r v id  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  men and movements o f  a c t io n ,  L en in , Zorba, 
and b r i e f l y ,  M o u sso lin i, and h is  sou l-w rench ing  y e t r a th e r  incongruous 
a tte m p ts  a t  becoming a  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t ,  r e v o lu tio n a ry , and le a d e r .  T his 
i s  an e lu s iv e  y e t  im p o rtan t theme o f K azantzakis*  l i f e  and work. There i s  
a  saddening  d i s t o r t i o n  o f l i f e  ev idenced  by K az a n tza k is ' a ttem p ts  t o  b reak  
w ith  h is  l i t e r a r y  n a tu r e .  There i s  a ls o  a  saddening  iro n y  in  t h a t  one who 
p a s s io n a te ly  loved  l i f e - - " I  who love  so  v io le n t ly  b o th  th e  'y e s ' and ' n o '
. . . In s te a d  o f  b u rn in g  i t  ( l i f e )  s t i n g i l y  and m ise ra b ly , l e t ' s  bu rn  i t  
a t  b o th  e n d s . —would in  r e a l i t y  l iv e  a  la rg e  p a r t  o f  h is  l i f e  o n ly  in  
w ords. There have been reco g n ized  cases  o f  men a tte m p tin g  th ro u g h  c o n s ta n t 
w r i tin g  a com pensation f o r  l i f e .  One such p h i lo s o p h ic - l i t e r a r y  f ig u re  
who e x e m p lif ie s  t h i s  was Henry David Thoreau.
Thoreau was, as  was K azan tzak is and a ls o  N ie tz sch e , em ascu lated  to  
some e x te n t  by h is  w r i t in g s .  The manner in  which A lfred  K azin d is c u s s e s  
t h i s  d e v i t a l i z in g  tra g e d y  o f  T h o reau 's  l i f e —h is  devoted  a ttem p t t o  c re a te  
and l i v e  a  l i f e  o f  words—i s  so s im i la r  t o  our assessm ent o f  K azan tzak is
as t o  perhaps shed some l i g h t  on our d is c u s s io n ;
Thoreau . . .  i s  one o f  th e  most f a n a t i c a l ,  most a rd u o u s, m ost t r a g i c  
exam ples i n  h i s to r y  o f  a  man t r y in g  t o  l i v e  h is  l i f e  by w r i t in g  i t —
^ ^ P re v e la k ls , Nikos K azan tzak is And H is Odyssey, p . 127. H elen , An 
A fterw ord , K a za n tza k is1, Tod'a Raba, p .  £04, g iv e s  h e r  im p ressio n  o f 
K azan tzak is  d u r in g  t h i s  tim e in  a  s t r i k i n g l y  s im i la r  manner; " In  t h a t  
d e l i c a t e ,  s le n d e r ,  d i s c ip l in e d  body o f  h i s ,  in  th o se  b u rn in g  e y e s , in  t h a t  
d i a l e c t i c a l  t a l e n t  which cou ld  b r in g  o rd e r  o u t o f  chaos, th e s e  young people 
[ re fe re n c e  t o  B e r l in  a s so c ia te s ]  p u t t h e i r  t r u s t ;  i t  was from  him so  th e y  
th o u g h t, t h a t  s a lv a t io n  was t o  come. . . .  C e r ta in ly  he th o u g h t so  him­
s e l f  f o r  a  b r i e f  p e r io d  o f  tim e . He would abandon a r t  . . .  deny h is  most 
r e c e n t  lo v e , Buddha. He would le a r n  a manual t r a d e  t o  e a rn  h is  l i v i n g .  
Then he would expand h is  f i e l d  o f a c t io n ,  and go t o  th e  U .S .S .R .."
^^ K azan tzak is , L e t te r  t o  E. Samios, 1927, H. K azan tzak is , Nikos Kazant 
z a k ls ,  p .  159 .
o f  a  man seek in g  t o  shape h i s  l i f e  by words as  I f  words a lo n e  would 
n o t m erely  r e p o r t  h is  l i f e  b u t become h is  l i f e  by th e  f i e r c e s t  c o n tro l  
t h a t  language can e x e r t  . . . th e  work o f  a r t  he was seek in g  to  
c r e a te  was r e a l l y  h im se lf ;  h is  l i f e  was th e  e x p l i c i t  o b je c t  t h a t  he 
t r i e d  t o  make in  w ords. C onstan t w r itin g  became f o r  him n o t a  w ith ­
draw al from  l i f e ,  a  com pensation f o r  l i f e ,  a  h ig h e r  form  o f  l i f e ,  a l l  
o f  which i t  had been  f o r  so  many w r i te r s  s in c e  Romanticism id e n t i f i e d  
th e  a c t  o f  com position  w ith  p e rso n a l s a lv a t io n .  I t  became a  sym bolic 
form  o f  l i v i n g .  • .  . W ritin g  was h is  g re a t  In s tru m e n t, a  p ro se  th a t  
alw ays to o k  th e  form  o f  p e rso n a l ex p e rien ce , c re a te d  w holly o u t o f  
remembrance and i t s  t r a n s f ig u r a t io n ,  w r i tin g  in  which th e  re c o rd  sought 
n o t o n ly  t o  conmemorate an ex p erien ce  b u t t o  r e p la c e  i t  . . • w hatever 
th e  moment was, h is  e x p re ss io n  o f  i t  was fo rg e d , worked o v e r, so ld e re d  
from  frag m en ta ry  re sp o n se s , t o  make th o se  s in g le  sen te n ces  t h a t  were 
T h o reau 's  h ig h e s t  ach ievem ent, and in d eed , h is  h ig h e s t  aim . F o r in  
such s e n te n c e s , and n o t J u s t  by th o se  se n te n c e s , a  man cou ld  l i v e .
Each o f  T h o reau 's  se n te n ce s  i s  a  c u lm in a tio n  o f h is  l i f e ,  th e  f r u i t  
o f  h i s  h a l lu c in a te d ,  p e r f e c t ,  a l l - to o - p e r f e c t  a ttach m en t t o  h i s  lo c a l  
w orld ; each  was a  p re c io u s  p a r t i c l e  o f  e x is te n c e , e x is te n c e  p u re , th e  
l i f e  o f  Thoreau a t  th e  v e ry  h e a r t .  Each was v ic to r y  over th e  long  
unconscious lo n e l in e s s .  . . .  In  th e  end was th e  word, o n ly  th e  word . 20
The d ep th  o f K azantzakis*  a ttachm en t to  h is  w r i t in g —from  1906 u n t i l  h is  
d e a th  in  1957 he l e f t  innummerable e s sa y s , s e v e ra l  hundred en cy c lo p ed ia  
a r t i c l e s ,  many newspaper a r t i c l e s ,  over f o r ty  c h i ld r e n 's  c l a s s i c s  t r a n s ­
l a t e d  p lu s  two o r ig in a l  schoolbooks and a  r e a d e r ,  more th a n  tw en ty  o th e r  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  some o f th e  m ost im p o rtan t works in  W estern l i t e r a t u r e  
and th o u g h t, some tw enty-one c a n to s , a t  l e a s t  fo u r  sc re e n p la y s , e lev en  o r  b e t ­
t e r  tra g e d ie s  and p la y s ,  tw elve  f u l l  le n g th  n o v e ls , th e  th e o lo g ic a l -p h i lo ­
s o p h ic a l The S av io rs  o f  God, p lu s  h i s  o b ra , The O dyssey, w hich ru n s  t o  some 33* 
333 l i n e s —seems to  eq u a l even  T h o reau 's  l i t e r a r y  a d d ic t io n .  T h is  in te n se  
a ttachm en t o f  K azantzak is and Thoreau t o  th e  word cu lm in a ted , in  a  c u rio u s  
s o r t  o f  way, in  Im m obilizing b o th  in  th e  a c t iv e  sphere  o f  l i f e  and p o l i t i c s .
The d e v o tio n  t o  w r i t in g ,  in  which were reco rd ed  a l l  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s , o b se r­
v a t io n s ,  dream s, and a s p ir a t io n s  o f  pow erfu l m inds, n o t on ly  became a  sub­
s t i t u t e  f o r  c h i ld re n  and home f o r  Thoreau b u t u l t im a te ly  became "K azan tzak ls ’
20A lfred  K azln, "Thoreau And American Pow er," A tla n t ic  M onthly, CCXXXLLL 
(May 1970), p p . 60-62 .
means o f  h is  own s a lv a t i o n . "^1 Yet u n d ern eath  t h i s  su b lim a tio n  were 
s tro n g , uncompromising, r ig h te o u s  c h a ra c te r s  which broke th rough  in  
s im i la r  m anners.
T h o reau 's  movement was no t Marxism b u t a b o li t io n ism  and h is  h e ro -  
m arty r was n o t Lenin b u t John Brown. The im portance f o r  T h o reau 's  
w r i tin g s  o f Brown as h is  a l te r - e g o  in  th e  a c t iv e  sp h ere  o f l i f e  i s
Op
w idely  re c o g n iz e d . Thoreau, w hile  c o u n se lin g  o th e rs  t h a t  th e  p la c e  
f o r  a  J u s t  man in  an u n ju s t  s t a t e  was in  p r is o n ,  had n o t seen  f i t  t o  
p la c e  h im se lf  in  d i r e c t  Jeopardy  w ith  governm ental a u th o r i ty  o th e r  th a n  
th ro u g h  h is  speeches and h is  c e le b ra te d  one n ig h t in  J a i l .  He seemed to  
ex p erien ce  a  v ic a r io u s  p le a su re  th ro u g h  Brown's a c t io n s  a t  H a rp e r 's  F e rry  
and so c lo s e ly  id e n t i f i e d  w ith  Brown t h a t  he would w r i te —on th e  o ccas io n  
o f  Brown's im prisonm ent and subsequen t ex e c u tio n ; " I  p u t a  p ie c e  o f p ap er 
and p e n c i l  under my p il lo w , and when I  cou ld  n o t s le e p  I  w rote in  th e  d a rk  
K azin say s;
2^R ichard  W. C h ilso n , "The C h r is t  o f  Nikos K a z a n tz a k is ,"  Thought,
XLVII (A p ril  1972), p .  70 .
22The deg ree  t o  which Brown in s p ir e d  T h o reau 's  p a s s io n a te  e ssay s  i s  
d e sc rib e d  by C a rl Bode in  th e  In tro d u c tio n  t o  The P o r ta b le  Thoreau (New 
York; The V ik ing  P re s s , 1965) ,  p .  25 , "Thoreau had never been  a  h e ro -  
w o rsh ip p er, y e t  som ething in  th e  b ea rd ed , v io le n t,  o ld  man Im pressed him 
d e e p ly . . . . H is e ssay s  on Brown re p re s e n t  th e  m ost im passioned  w r i t in g  
he e v e r  a c h ie v e d ." ;  by Henry S. Cariby, in  Thoreau (B oston: Houghton 
M if f l in  C o ., 1939)/ P* 389, "That r a i d  on H a rp e r 's  F e r ry  . . . th e  l a s t  
s ta n d  o f  a  courageous man o f  p r in c ip le ,  and h is  a r r e s t  on O ctober 16, 1959 
was th e  match th a t  touched o f f  th e  sm oldering  f i r e  in  T h o reau ." ; and by 
Heinz E u lau , "Wayside C h a llen g e r; Some Remarks on The P o l i t i c s  o f  H. D. 
T h o reau ,"  in  Thoreau; A C o lle c t io n  o f  C r i t i c a l  E ssay s , e d . Sherman P aul 
(Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e rs e y ;  P re n tic e -H a l l ,  I n c . , 1962) ,  p .  129, " Ih  
John  Brown, Thoreau found th e  man o f  p r in c ip le  whom he had a n t ic ip a te d  in  
" C iv il  D iso b ed ien ce" . . . .  He id e n t i f i e d  h im se lf  w ith  Brown so  much th a t  
he ex p erien ced  th e  l a t t e r ' s  o rd e a l a f t e r  th e  d i s a s t r o u s  in c id e n t  a t  H arper 
F e rry  as a p e rso n a l t r a g e d y ."
^3jienry David Thoreau, "A P lea  For C ap ta in  John Brown," A n ti-S la v e ry 
and Reform P ap e rs , In tro d u c tio n  by Brooks A tkinson (M ontreal: H arvest
Mouse U d . / ' l f e ) ,  p .  hi).
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He w rote in  th e  d a rk . W ritin g  was what he had l iv e d  f o r ,  l iv e d  by , 
l iv e d  i n .  And now, when h is  unseen f r i e n d  was be in g  hanged in  
C h a rle s to n  p r is o n ,  he cou ld  o n ly  speak  f o r  him . The word was l i g h t ,  
th e  word was th e  Church, and now th e  word was th e  d eed . T h is  was 
T h o reau 's  on ly  c o n tr ib u tio n  t o  th e  s tru g g le  t h a t  was n o t f o r  John 
Brown's body b u t f o r  r ig h te o u s n e s s .  . . . There was n o th in g  Thoreau 
could  do ex cep t t o  say  th e s e  th in g s .  . . .  Thoreau s a id  t h a t  't h e  
c o s t o f  a  th in g  i s  th e  amount o f what I  c a l l  l i f e  which i s  re q u ire d  
t o  be exchanged f o r  i t ,  Im m ediately , o r  in  th e  long r u n . ' By th a t  
t e s t  Thoreau p a id  much t o  become th e  w r i te r  he d id .2 ^
Applying th a t  t e s t  t o  K azantzak ls we f in d  t h a t  he a ls o  p a id  much to  
become th e  w r i te r  he d id .
T h is  payment became e v id e n t when K azan tzak is was co n fro n ted  w ith  th e  
v i t a l  b r i l l i a n c e  o f  Lenin and a l l  th e  p en t-u p  r ig h te o u s n e s s , g.n th e  m oral 
f e rv o r ,  a l l  th e  unused s tr e n g th  o f purpose o f  K azan tzak is ' c h a ra c te r  
exploded in  o r g ia s t i c  fu ry  in to  th e  o n ly  r e a l  o u t l e t  t h a t  i t  h a d ~ th e  
word. These words and essays which is s u e d  on th e  o ccas io n  o f  K az a n tz ak is ' 
t r i p s  in  th e  1920's  t o  th e  S o v ie t Union a re  th e  s tro n g e s t  o f  any o f 
K a za n tz a k is ' w r i t in g s .  They d e p ic t  th e  e x p lo s iv e  r e le a s e  o f  a l l  th e  f r u s ­
t r a t e d  v io le n c e  so  o f te n fo u n d  in  m an 's s o l i t a r y  e x is te n c e .  The S o v ie ts ' 
a t ta c k  on b o u rg eo is  s o c ie ty  sym bolized f o r  K azan tzak is th e  b a s ic  s tru g g le s  
o f  good v e rsu s  e v i l ,  o f  J u s t ic e  v e rsu s  i n j u s t i c e .  I t  was an a p o c a ly p tic  
ev en t which re p re s e n te d  in  a  s in g le  s tro k e  th e  f r u i t i o n  o f th e  many s u rfa c e  
fo rc e s  and u n d e rc u rre n ts  c la sh in g  in  a  b a d ly  d iv id e d  and d if fu s e d  psyche. 
P re v e la k is  says o f K azantzak is on t h i s  p o ln t j
H is re p re s se d  d e s ir e  f o r  a c t io n  o f te n  appears  n o t o n ly  i n  h is  l e t t e r s  
and in  h is  p l o t s ,  b u t a ls o  in  th e  s ty le  o f  h is  language; he had n o t 
succeeded in  r e le a s in g  h is  m esslanlsm , b u t he had p re se rv ed  i t s  a rd o r . 
The drama o f K a za n tz a n tz a k is ' l i f e  up t o  t h i s  tim e—and even a  l i t t l e  
l a t e r —was t h a t  he was s e t t i n g  ou t in  p u r s u i t  o f  h is  d e s t in y  a t  an age 
when o th e rs  have c re a te d  t h e i r  work and th ro u g h  i t  have found r e l e a s e .2 5
2 l*Kazin, A tla n t ic  M onthly, CCXXXLLL (May 1970), p .  6 8 .
2 5 p re v e la k is , Nikos K azantzak is And H is Odyssey, p .  12 J .
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Much t o  K azan tzak is1 h o r ro r ,  t h i s  movement which t o  him re p re s e n te d  th e  
h ig h e s t  form o f v i t a l i t y ,  j u s t i c e ,  and m o ra li ty  was s o l id ly  a t ta c k e d  by 
n o t on ly  b o u rg e o is ie  fo rc e s  b u t a ls o  by many s o c i a l i s t  fo rc e s  as w e ll .
T h is movement which sym bolized t o  K azan tzak is th e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  th e  tru e  
v i s io n  o f  pure e v o lu tio n a ry  m o ra li ty  t o  compromise w ith  th e  fo rc e s  o f 
i n j u s t i c e ,  and which a ttem p ted  t o  c ru sh  th e  e v i l  o f  b o u rg eo is  s o c ie ty  
was denounced in  h is  n a t iv e  Greece and th ro u g h o u t much o f  th e  w o rld . A ll 
th e  fo rc e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  which K azan tzak is m ost d e sp ise d  r a l l i e d  t h e i r  
powers and p ro c e sse s  t o  sm other th e  s p i r i t  o f  Marxism. The f a i l u r e  o f 
K azantzakis*  a ttem p t t o  became a  re v o lu tio n a ry  a c t i v i s t  i s  s ig n a le d  by 
h is  r e a c t io n  t o  t h i s  o p p o s itio n  in  t h a t  he tu rn e d  back  t o  words—speeches 
(Ln which he was r a th e r  i n e f f e c tu a l ) ,  e s s a y s ,  such as th e  "Apology," 
newspaper a r t i c l e s ,  and an a ttem p t t o  found a  s o c i a l i s t  p e r io d ic a l" - a s  
weapons in  th e  b a t t l e .  The word was t r u l y  a c t io n  f o r  K azan tzak is and was 
h is  o n ly  c o n tr ib u t io n  t o  th e  s t r u g g le . There was n o th in g  K azan tzak is could  
c o n tr ib u te  t o  th e  b a t t l e  b u t th e s e  words f o r  h e , l i k e  Thoreau, was c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l l y  in cap ab le  o f  f o r c e f u l  a c t io n .  Words were d e sc r ib e d  c o n s is te n t ly  
by K azan tzak is in  term s o f  two in te r e s t in g  and re v e a l in g  m etap h o rs--as  
sp e rm atic  and as m i l i t a r y .  Words perform ed a  v i t a l ,  l i b e r a t i n g  fu n c tio n  
f o r  K azan tzak is . By them he f r e e d  h im se lf  from v a r io u s  ago n ies  and. id eas  
th ro u g h  c r e a t iv e  l i t e r a r y  e x p re s s io n . At one p o in t  he says o f  Z o rta  in  a  
p assag e  t h a t  a p p lie s  e q u a lly  w e ll  t o  a l l  h is  works:
M o b iliz in g  a l l  my m em ories, r e t r a v e l in g  a l l  my t r a v e l s ,  b r in g in g  back 
t o  mind a n  th e  g r e a t  so u ls  t o  whom I  had l ig h te d  can d les  in  my l i f e ,  
d isp a tc h in g  wave a f t e r  wave o f  my b lood  t o  n o u rish  th e  seed  w ith in  me,
I  w a ite d . I  fe d  t h i s  seed  w ith  th e  p re c io u s  honey I  had c o l le c te d  from 
a l i f e t im e  o f b o rin g  in to  th e  most f r a g r a n t  and venemous o f  f lo w e rs .
F o r th e  f i r s t  tim e I  t a s t e d  th e  t r u e  meaning o f  p a te r n a l  lo v e , and what
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a  fo u n ta in h e a d  o f  e t e r n i t y  a  so n  i s .  . . On th e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  s e e d ,
t h i s  so n , my f a t e  would be  d e te rm in e d . 2°
And, r e g a rd in g  th e  m i l i t a r y  m e tap h o r, words w ere i n  a  t r u e  se n se  K azan t­
z a k i s '  many l e g io n s .  I n  R ep o rt he s a y s ;  "Under my a u th o r i t y  I  had 
n o th in g  b u t  tw e n ty - s ix  le a d  s o l d i e r s ,  th e  tw e n ty - s ix  l e t t e r s  o f  th e  
a lp h a b e t ." 2 ^  H is  p s y c h ic  e n ro llm e n t o f  th e s e  f o r c e s  i n t o  th e  b a t t l e  
f o r  n e g a t l v l s t i c ,  a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d ,  end -d o m in a ted  p o l i t i c a l  m ovem ents, 
d i s r e g a r d in g  th e  e t h i c s  o f  means b r in g s  up th e  c r u c i a l  q u e s t io n  f o r  
K a z a n tz a k is ' th o u g h t o f  th e  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  v io le n c e .
The R e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  Means
The con seq u en ces  f o r  p o l i t i c s  o f  su ch  a  d i s r e g a r d  o f  th e  e t h i c a l  
and m o ra l q u e s t io n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  means a re  many and f a r - r e a c h in g .  The 
m ost im p o r ta n t Im p l ic a t io n  comes from  th e  a c t  o f  d e f in in g  w hat i s  p o l i t i ­
c a l l y  p e r m is s ib le  by  o n e 's  own s u b je c t iv e  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  c o r r e c t  g o a l  
o f  m ankind . H ere K a za n tz ak is  advanced  h i s  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  im p e ra t iv e  
need  t o  d e l i v e r  man from  h is  s la v e r y  in  th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age t o  an  ex trem e 
t h a t  th e  end  j u s t i f i e s  th e  m eans. T h is  c o n c lu s io n  and th e  m anner o f  
K azan tzak is*  a r r i v a l  a t  i t  a re  e v id e n t  in  Ja p a n -C h in a , w r i t t e n  one y e a r  
a f t e r  S p a in ;  "As i n  s c ie n c e  w here a  'h y p o t h e s i s , ' even  i f  i t  i s  w rong, 
c a u se s  th e  d is c o v e ry  o f  t r u e  n a t u r a l  la w s , so  a  'w ro n g ' r e l i g i o n  o r
pQ
p o l i t i c a l  d o c t r in e  may g iv e  b i r t h  t o  a  g r e a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n . "  °  Though
2^ K a z a n tz a k is , R e p o r t ,  p .  463.
27 l b i d . ,  p .  482. P re v e la k is ,  Nikos K azan tzak is And H is Odyssey, f o o t ­
n o te  133, p p . 181-82, su g g ests  in  an I n te r e s t in g  passage  t h a t  BuSdha, C h r i s t ,  
and Lenin  a l l  p e rso n ify  f a r  K azantzak is " th e  u n iv e r s a l  power o f  th e  human 
w ord. . . . From s t a t i s t i c s  is su e d  by UNESCO we le a r n ,  m oreover, t h a t  from 
1948 t o  1955 Lenin has been  t r a n s la t e d  968 tim e s ; th e  B ib le  i s  seco n d ."
2®Nikos K azan tzak is , Jap an -C h ina , t r a n s .  George C. Pappageotes w ith  E pilogue 
by H. K azan tzak is  (New YorEl Simon and S c h u s te r , I n c . ,  1963) ,  p .  134.
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K azan tzak is  d id  c o r r e c t ly  p e rc e iv e  th e  need t o  b r in g  about change, to  f r e e  
th e  o p p ressed , ana t o  make th e  w orld more j u s t  he f a i l e d  a t  t h i s  p o in t  to  
see  t h a t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  "h y p o th e s is” on which s o c ie ty  p roceeds i s  a t  l e a s t  
o f  e q u a l im portance as th e  g o a l i t  aims f o r  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  outcom e.
The s o lu t io n  t o  i n ju s t i c e  does n o t l i e  in  th e  h y p o th e s is  o f  v io le n c e  as 
a ttem p ted  and advocated  by th e  n e g a t iv i s t s  o f  th e  w o rld . N e ith e r  does th e  
answer l i e  in  s ta n d a rd s  o f a b so lu te  e t e r n a l  law s o r  in  any r i g h t  o f  th o se  
who on th e  b a s is  o f t h e i r  in d iv id u a l  judgem ents c la im  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  
i n t e r f e r e  w ith , and k i l l  i f  n e c e s sa ry , th o se  l e s s  f o r tu n a te  th a n  th<un- 
s e lv e s  who do n o t p e rc e iv e  " tru e  j u s t i c e . "  The abo lishm ent o f  a rc h a ic  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  and th e  making o f  s o c ie ty  more j u s t  d id  n o t j u s t i f y  th o  wanton 
s la u g h te r  o f  th e  S panish  C iv i l  War j u s t  as th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a  Repub­
l i c a n  governm ent d id  n o t j u s t i f y  th e  use o f  t e r r o r  in  F rance in  th e  
e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , and j u s t  as some ephem eral f u tu r e  s t a t e  d id  no t 
j u s t i f y  th e  use o f t e r r o r  and l iq u id a t io n  camps by S t a l i n  in  th e  
tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry .
One o f th e  most e lo q u en t and c o n s is te n t  opponents o f  t h i s  e th ic  o f  
l im i t le s s n e s s  in  p o l i t i c s ,  o f  a b s o lu t i s t  j u s t i c e ,  w hether p reached  by 
governm ents o r  in d iv id u a ls ,  and o f  th e  use o f p o l i t i c a l  v io le n c e , t e r r o r ,  
and d e s tr u c t io n  f o r  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  a  new, more j u s t  o rd e r , has been 
A lb e rt Camus.^9  Camus, l i k e  K azan tzak is , ad d ressed  h im se lf  t o  th e  q u e s tio n  
o f  s o c ia l  j u s t i c e  on th e  p h ilo so p h ic a l  l e v e l ,  b u t he a r r iv e d  a t  a  
r a d i c a l ly  d i f f e r e n t  co n c lu s io n . The e lem e n ta l, most d e v a s ta t in g , and most 
r e le v a n t  a t ta c k  th a t  Camus le v ie d  a t  th e  e th ic  o f m urder f o r  th e  sake o f
2 9The m a te r ia l  t o  p .  76 on Camus i s  based  upon my, "The P o l i t i c s  o f  
H. D. Thoreau" (U npublished M.A. t h e s i s ,  Baton Rouge, L o u is ian a  S ta te  
U n iv e rs i ty ,  1969) ,  PP« 88-9^.
j u s t i c e  was h is  b e l i e f  t h a t  "pure  and u n a d u lte ra te d  v i r t u e  i s  homo- 
c i d a l . " ^  On th e  b a s is  o f  t h i s  b e l i e f ,  p roven t r u e  f a r  Camus by th e  
in c re a s in g  e x ce ss iv e n e ss  o f  v io le n c e  and m urder in  th e  name o f  m o ra li ty  
un leash ed  in  th e  West by th e  F rench r e v o lu tio n  and ever-g row ing  s in c e ,
Camus b u i l t  a  p h ilo so p h y  o f  freedom  and r e v o l t —w ith  an in t r ig u in g  view  
o f  th e  in h e re n t l im i t s  and v a lu e s  o f  th e  two v i s - a - v i s  a  r e s o lu t io n  o f 
th e  human p red icam en t. Perhaps th e  most moving and humanely e x p re ss iv e  
u t te ra n c e  o f  Camus on th e  human pred icam ent and th e  r o le  which ju s t i c e  
and v io le n c e  p la y  in  t h a t  p red icam ent came in  th e  form  o f one o f  h is  
" L e tte r s  to  A German F r ie n d ."  In  t h i s  l e t t e r  he b eg in s  by d e s c r ib in g , 
as  N ie tzsch e  had , th e  m ean ing lessness  o f  th e  w orld and, in  t h i s  i n i t i a l  
co g n izan ce , r e l a t e s  how he and h is  f r i e n d  b o th  th o u g h t f o r  a  lo n g  tim e 
t h a t  " th is  w orld had no u l t im a te  meaning and t h a t  co n seq u en tly  we were 
c h e a te d . I  s t i l l  th in k  so  in  a  way. But I  came t o  d i f f e r e n t  co n c lu s io n s  
from  th e  ones you used  t o  t a l k  ab o u t, w hich, f o r  so  many y e a rs  now, you 
have been t r y in g  t o  in tro d u c e  in to  h i s t o r y . I t  i s  in  t h i s  d if f e r e n c e  
o f  co n c lu s io n s  from  th e  sym pathe tic  re c o g n it io n  o f a b s u rd i ty  w herein  l i e s  
th e  u l t im a te  and c r u c ia l  cho ice  f o r  man and h u m an ity 's  c o u rse . Camus 
c o n tin u e s :
You never b e lie v e d  in  th e  meaning o f  t h i s  w orld , and you th e r e fo r e  
deduced th e  id e a  t h a t  e v e ry th in g  was e q u iv a le n t and th a t  good and e v i l  
cou ld  be d e f in e d  acco rd in g  t o  human w ish es. You supposed t h a t  in  th e  
absence o f any human o r  d iv in e  code th e  on ly  v a lu e s  were th o se  o f th e  
anim al w orld—in  o th e r  w ords, v io le n c e  and cunn ing . Hence, you concluded 
t h a t  man was n e g l ib le  and th u s  h is  so u l cou ld  be k i l l e d .3 2
Camus has p in p o in te d  th e  problem  o f in d iv id u a l  l ic e n s e  as a  consequence
A lb e rt Camus, The R eb e l, t r a n s . ,  Anthony Bower (New York: A lfred
A. Kaapt, 1957), p .  297.
^^Camus, quoted in  T . L . Thorson, "A lbert Camus and th e  R ig h ts  o f ManJ' 
E th ic s , LXXIV ( J u ly  I 96U), P- 288.
32 I b i d . ,  p .  288 .
73
o f  t h e  a b su rd , w hereby man, I n  h i s  l o n e l in e s s  and h o p e le s s n e s s ,  succumbs
t o  t h e  f r e n z ie d  n i h i l i s t i c  u rg e s  g e n e ra te d  t h e r e i n  an d , :un h i s  r a g e ,  s t r i k e s
o u t  t o  d e s t r o y  e v e r y th in g .  W hereas Camus' f r i e n d  fo llo w e d  t h i s  r o u te
th ro u g h  y ie ld in g  t o  d e s p a i r  and s u r r e n d e r in g  h i s  autonom y i n  H i t l e r i a n
Germany, Camus ch o se  t h e  s id e  o f  J u s t i c e :
I  c o n tin u e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  w o rld  h a s  no u l t im a te  m ean ing . -iufc I  
know t h a t  som eth in g  i n  i t  h a s  a  m eaning and t h a t  i s  oian, b e ca u se  he 
i s  t n e  o n ly  c r e a tu r e  t o  i n s i s t  on h a v in g  o n e . T h is  w o rld  h a s  a t  
l e a s  ; t h e  t r u t h  o f  man, and o u r  t a s k  i s  t o  p ro v id e  i t s  J u s t i f i c a t i o n s  
a g a in s t  f a t e  i t s e l f .  And i t  h a s  no J u s t i f i c a t i o n  b u t  man; hence  he
m ust be  sav ed  i f  we w ant t o  sav e  th e  Id e a  we have o f  l i f e .  W ith  yo u r
s c o r n f u l  s m ile  you w i l l  a s k  me: What d o  you mean b y  s a v in g  man? And
w ith  a l l  my b e in g  I  s h o u t t o  you t h a t  I  mean n o t  m u t i l a t in g  him  and
y e t  g iv in g  a  chance  t o  t h e  J u s t i c e  t h a t  man a lo n e  car c o n c e iv e .-*3
T h is  c o n t r a s t  o f  v iew s b e tw een  Camus and  h i s  German f r i e r d  i s  c r u c i n l  f o r  
Camus' p h ilo s o p h y  i n  t h a t  t o  Camus th e  f a c t  t h a t  "from  th e  same p r i n c i p l e  
we d e r iv e d  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  co d es"  sum m arized th e  b e t r a y a l  o f  h i s  f r i e n d  
o f  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y ,  d i g n i t y ,  and co u rag e  o f  man i n  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  r e a l i ­
z a t i o n  o f  th e  a b s u r d i s t ,  m e a n in g le s s  c h a r a c te r  o f  human e x i s t e n c e .  T h is  
f i r m  e l e v a t io n  o f  th e  d ic tu m  "we a r e "  o f  human s o l i d a r i t y ,  o f  th e  v a lu e  
o f  c o u ra g e , m o d e ra tio n  and l i m i t s  i n  r e b e l l i o n  i s  a p p l ie d  by  Camus t o  th e  
is s u e  o f  v i o l e n t  means a s  he  s t a t e s  b i s  e t h i c s  o f  r e b e l l i o n — "The end 
J u s t i f i e s  t h e  m eans? P o s s ib le .  B ut w hat J u s t i f i e s  th e  end? To t h i s  q u e s t io n  
w hich h i s t o r i c a l  th o u g h t le a v e s  h a n g in g , r e v o l t  r e p l i e s :  th e  m e an s ."3^
Camus' w r i t in g s  r e f l e c t  t h e  m ost a g o n ized  and s o u l- s e a r c h in g  c o n fro n ­
t a t i o n  o f  a  co n tem p o rary  h u m an is t w ith  th e  i s s u e  o f  v io le n c e *  He s e t s  f o r t h  
h i s  d o c t r in e  o f  l i m i t s  v i s - a - v i s  p o l i t i c a l  v io le n c e .  Fr<id W ilh o i te ,  who 
h a s  w r i t t e n  e x te n s iv e ly  on  Camus' p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t ,  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  '^D espite
33j b i d . ,  p .  289.
^ C a m u s, The R e b e l, p .  2 9 2 .
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(Cam us') profound  a ttach m en t t o  and r e s p e c t  f o r  human l i f e ,  Camus
was n o t a  p a c i f i s t . "35 He reco g n ized  t h a t  t o  adhere t o  ;ib so lu te
p a c if ism  was t o  im p l ic i t ly  s a n c tio n  th e  pow ers, o p p re s so rs , and ty r a n ts
t h a t  may e x i s t  a t  any g iv en  t im e . Camus works o u t th e  c o n tr a s t  betw een
t h a t  view  o f  v io le n c e  re p re s e n te d  by K azan tzak is and h is  view  in  Lea
J u 3t e s ,  a  p la y  based  upon th e  R u ssian  r e v o lu tio n a ry  t e r r o r i s t s  o f  1905.
S tep an , th e  r a b id  t o t a l i t a r i a n  r e v o lu tio n a ry  p ro c la im s h i s  a b so lu te
freedom  and l im i t le s s n e s s  o f  a c t io n  t o  th o se  who were m o ra lly  unable
t o  m urder in n o cen t c h i ld re n :
There a re  no l i m i t s .  The t r u t h  i s  t h a t  you d o n 't  r e a l l y  b e l ie v e  
i n  th e  r e v o lu t io n .  I f  you b e lie v e d  in  i t  t o t a l l y  and co m p le te ly , i f  
you were c e r t a in  t h a t  th ro u g h  our s a c r i f i c e s  and our v i c t o r i e s  we w i l l  
c r e a te  a  R u ss ia  l ib e r a te d  from  d esp o tism , a  la n d  o f  freedom  which in  
th e  end w i l l  cover th e  whole e a r th ,  i f  you d id  n o t doubt t h a t  man, 
l i b e r a te d  from  h is  m aste rs  and h i s  p r e ju d ic e s ,  would th e n  tu r n  tow ard 
heaven th e  v is a g e  o f  a  t r u e  god, why would th e  d e a th  o f  two c h i ld re n  
m a tte r  i n  th e  l e a s t .3 6
T h e ir  d e a th s  would m a tte r  p r e c i s e ly  because ends do n o t j u s t i f y  any m eans.
They would m a tte r  b ecau se , as Camus t e l l s  us th ro u g h  th e  young r e v o lu tio n a ry
p o e t K aliay ev , though he b e l ie v e s  in  th e  r e v o lu tio n
l i f e  c o n tin u e s  t o  lo o k  w onderfu l t o  me. I  lo v e  b e a u ty  and h a p p in e ss .
The r e v o lu t io n —c e r ta in ly !  But th e  r e v o lu tio n  f o r  l i f e ,  t o  g iv e  l i f e  
a  chance . . . .  We k i l l  i n  o rd e r  t o  b u i ld  a  w orld f r e e  o f  k i l l i n g .
We ac ce p t o u r g u i l t  so  t h a t  th e  e a r th  may a t  l a s t  be covered w ith  th e  
in n o c e n t .^ •
There can be no headlong su sp en sio n  o f  judgement as t o  th e  m o ra li ty  o f  an 
a c t  o f  v io le n c e .  The demands o f  th e  te n s io n  which th e  t r u e  r e b e l  l i v e s  by
35pred W ilh o ite , Beyond N ih ilism ; A lb e rt Camus's C o n tr ib u tio n  t o  
P o l i t i c a l  Thought (Baton Rouge, L o u is ian a : L o u is ian a  S ta te  u n iv e r s i ty
p r e s s ,  19bH), p .  152.
3^Camus, quoted in  ib id . ,  p . 111.
3 7 ib id . ,  p .  110 .
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and. th e  s ta n d a rd  t h a t  any such  a c t  m ust n o t add t o  th e  sum t o t a l  o f  m isery  
i n  th e  w orld must be observed  and f u l f i l l e d .
The q u e s tio n  which rem ains f o r  us t o  answer as  we o b v io u sly  sym pathize 
w ith  Camus' view  o f  v io le n c e  r a th e r  th a n  K azantzakis*  i s :  I f  one l i m i t s ,
a s  Camus d o e s , th e  u se  o f  v io le n c e  as  a  means t o  f r e e  th e  o p p ressed  and 
b e t t e r  th e  human c o n d itio n --w h ich  a f t e r  a l l  was th e  w orthy g o a l o f  K azant­
z a k is —what I s  one t o  do i n  th e  fa c e  o f  an o rg an ized  r e s is ta n c e ?  W ilh o ite  
has ad d ressed  h im se lf— a t  l e a s t  In  an I m p l ic i t  way—t o  t h i s  c r u c ia l  i s s u e :
He (Camus) d id  n o t b e l ie v e  t h a t  men a re  j u s t i f i e d  i n  s h a t te r in g  
in te n t io n a l ly  th e  c o m p lic ity  t h a t  e x i s t s  among them by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  
sh a r in g  a  common f a t e .  The sim ple e x is te n c e  o f  p h y s ic a l  l i f e  was in  
h i s  v iew  u n q u es tio n ab ly  good; in  f a c t  i t  i s  th e  u l t im a te  o f  human 
knowledge and e x p e r ie n c e . . . .
and,
At th e  h e a r t  o f  Camus' c o n s tru c t iv e  p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t i s  n o t a  
program  o r  a  d o c t r in e ,  b u t c e r t a in  v a lu e s ,  and above a l l  a  s p i r i t  o f  
"m easure"—a d e te rm in a tio n  t o  rem ain  f a i t h f u l  t o  th e  l im i t s  o f  human 
n a tu r e .  The r e b e l  r e a l iz e d  t h a t  a  q u es t f o r  t o t a l  J u s t ic e  in e v i ta b ly  
d ebases men and a l to g e th e r  n e g a te s  j u s t i c e .  But as a  com batant a g a in s t  
unhapp iness  and o p p re ss io n  th e  r e b e l  cannot r e s ig n  h im se lf  s im p ly  t o  
Ig n o rin g  and l i v in g  w ith  th e  i n ju s t i c e s  o f  s o c ie ty .  The t r u e  r e b e l  
u n d e rta k e s  th e  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  o f  f in d in g  a  m iddle way betw een am oral 
re v o lu tio n ism  and p a s s iv e ly  Immoral q u ie tism . He rem ains a c u te ly  aware 
t h a t  a s  a  f i n i t e  b e in g  lo c a te d  w ith in  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p ro c e ss  he cannot 
t ra n sc e n d  i t s  f lu x e s  and r e l a t i v i t i e s  so  as  t o  comprehend i t s  t o t a l  
m eaning, and th e re b y  be j u s t i f i e d  in  a ttem p tin g  t o  fo rc e  h is  fe llo w s  
in to  th e  mold o f  a  u n iv e r s a l  p a t t e r n .  M an's e n te r p r i s e s  a re  a t  b e s t  
c a lc u la te d  r i s k s ,  f o r  even  th e  b e s t  o f  in te n t io n s  a re  sometimes b e tra y e d  
in to  th e  commission o f  g ro ss  i n j u s t i c e .38
One does n o t n eg a te  th e  e v i l  in  th e  w orld by more e v i l  b u t by goodness,
co u rag e , and com passion, one does n o t re n d e r  th e  w orld b e t t e r  by  im pu lsive
and head long  m urderous e sc ap a d e s . One does n o t le s s e n  th e  i n ju s t i c e  in
th e  w orld by f u r th e r  i n ju s t i c e  and one does n o t l ig h te n  th e  burden  o f  m isery
which i s  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  th e  human c o n d itio n  by t e r r o r .  N e ith e r  th e
38pred  W ilh o ite , "A lb ert Camus' P o l i t i c s  o f  R e b e ll io n ."  W estern 
P o l i t i c a l  Q u a r te r ly , XIV (June 1961) ,  p .  4 l l .
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p a th s  o f  Cantus' German f r ie n d  who "supposed t h a t  in  th e  absence o f  any
human o r  d iv in e  code th e  o n ly  v a lu e s  were th o se  o f  th e  anim al w o r ld ," o r
K azan tzak is  who, in  h is  m oral f e r v o r ,  e x a l te d  i n  th e  d i s s o lu t io n  o f  th e
h a te f u l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h is  age—
We a re  l i v in g  in  a  c r i t i c a l ,  v io le n t  moment o f  h i s to r y ;  an e n t i r e  
w orld i s  c ra sh in g  down, a n o th e r  has n o t y e t  been b o rn . Our epoch 
i s  n o t a  moment o f  e q u ilib r iu m  in  which re f in e m e n t, r e c o n c i l i a t io n ,  
p e ac e , and lo v e  m ight be f r u i t f u l  v i r t u e s .  . . .  We can no lo n g e r  
f i t  in to  o ld  v i r t u e s  and hop es , in to  o ld  th e o r ie s  and a c t io n s .  The 
wind o f  d e v a s ta t io n  i s  b low ing; t h i s  i s  th e  b r e a th  o f  our God to d a y . 
. . .  i t  sh o u ts : "P repare y o u rse lv e s !  War! I t ' s  W ar!" T h is  i s  ou r
epoch, good o r  bad , b e a u t i f u l  o r  u g ly , r i c h  o r  p o o r—we d id  n o t choose 
i t .  T h is  i s  o u r epoch, th e  a i r  we b r e a th e ,  th e  mud g iv en  u s , th e  b re a d , 
th e  f i r e ,  th e  s p i r i t !  . . .  I t  i s  ou r l o t  t o  have f a l l e n  on f ig h t in g  
t im e s .  L e t u s  t ig h te n  our b e l t s ,  l e t  us arm o u r h e a r t s ,  o u r m inds, 
and our b o d ie s .  L e t u s  ta k e  our p la c e  in  th e  b a t t l e !  War i s  th e  
la w fu l so v e re ig n  o f  our a g e  ^ 9
n o r th e  p a th  o f  ap a th y , w ith d raw al, and " p a s s iv e ly  Immoral q u ie t i s m ,"
a s  W ilh o ite  a p t ly  p h rased  i t ,  a re  th e  p ro p e r  p a th s  t o —a t  one and th e  same
tim e— a ff irm in g  th e  v a lu e  o f l i f e  to g e th e r ,  f r e e in g  th e  o p p ressed , ana
av o id in g  adding t o  the sum t o t a l  o f  i n ju s t i c e  in  th e  w o rld . What man must
do Camus t e l l s  us in  th e  conclud ing  p assag e  o f  The R ebel w ith  alm ost
u n b earab le  power and b e a u ty :
At t h i s  moment, when each  o f  us m ust f i t  an arrow  t o  h i s  bow and e n te r  
th e  l i s t s  anew, t o  reco n q u er w ith in  h i s to r y  and i n  s p i t e  o f  i t ,  t h a t  
which he owns a lre a d y , th e  t h i n  y ie ld  o f  h is  f i e l d s ,  th e  b r i e f  lo v e  o f  
t h i s  e a r th ,  a t  t h i s  moment when a t  l a s t  a  man i s  b o rn , i t  i s  tim e t o  
fo rs a k e  o u r age and i t s  a d o le sc e n t f u r i e s .  The bow bends; th e  wood 
com pla ins. At th e  moment o f  supreme te n s io n ,  th e r e  w i l l  le a p  in to  f l i g h t  
an  unsw erving arrow , a  s h a f t  t h a t  i s  i n f l e x ib le  and f re e .^ O
F o r tu n a te ly  f o r  th o se  who adm ire K azan tzak is and ag ree  w ith  Camus, K azant­
z a k i s ' m ature th o u g h t on th e  means t o  be used in  b e t t e r in g  th e  l o t  o f  man 
proved q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  p o s i t io n  d e sc rib e d  so  f a r  and, in  f a c t ,  
resem bles m arkedly Camus' p o s i t io n  sk e tch ed  above.
• ^ K a z a n t z a k i s , The S a v i o r s  o f  God, p p . 113-1^. 
^C am us, The R ebe l, p .  306.
W hile i t  i s  n e a r ly  Im possib le  t o  id e n t i f y  a  c e r t a in  p o in t  i n  tim e
when an in d iv id u a l 's  p o s i t io n  on any one is s u e  undergoes a  tra n s fo rm a tio n ,
in  th e  e x ta n t  case  1936 t o  1933 seem t o  be th e  c r u c ia l  y ea rs  which marks
K a z a n tz a k is ' su rp a s s in g  o f  h is  e a r l i e r  am oral, v io le n t ,  e n d -o rie n te d
approach  t o  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s tio n s  f o r  a  d eep ly  s p i r i t u a l ,  m ean s-o rien ted
ap p ro ach . T h is  re c o g n i t io n  o f th e s e  y e a rs  as a  w atershed  o f  p o l i t i c a l
m a tu ra tio n  i s  to uched  on by Hadgopoulos who—w ith o u t f u l l y  dev elo p in g
th e  is s u e  o f means and ends in  K a z a n tz a k is ' th o u g h t—d e s c r ib e s  h is
changed v iew . She tu rn s  t o  th e  Prom etheus T r i lo g y , w r i t te n  in  1937-1938,
f o r  s u b s ta n t ia t io n ;
Prom etheus, f o r  K azan tzak is , i s  an example o f  one who wanted t o  
save th e  w orld , b u t f a i l e d  t o  do so , and now i s  n a i le d  t o  memory's 
ro c k  and sh o u ts  in  p a in .  K a za n tz a k is ' Prometheus had wanted t o  
d e s tro y  a  s u f f e r in g  w orld  in  o rd e r  t o  c r e a te  a  calm w orld where 
s u f f e r in g  men co u ld  f in d  re p o se ; be had used  v io le n t  means f a r  a  
p e a c e fu l  g o a l and had f a i l e d —as do a l l  such methods which a ttem p t 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  an a b so lu te  th ro u g h  t o t a l i t a r i a n  m eans. I t  i s  t h i s  
f ig u r e  o f  Prom etheus as  sym bolic o f  to t a l i t a r i a n i s m ,  b e a r in g  what­
e v e r  good, which K azan tzak is comes t o  r e j e c t  in  th e  ad v en tu res  o f  
h is  O dysseus. K azantzakis*  Prom etheus i s  a  r e f u lg a n t ,  sh in in g  
r e b e l ,  a  lum inous f ig u r e .  . . .  Prometheus says t o  Odysseus t h a t  
th e r e  alw ays rem ains th e  l a s t  b loody  ax , a  God o f v io le n c e , even 
beyond d e a th .  K azan tzak is  shows w ith  h is  Prometheus th e  id e a  o f  
t e r r e s t r i a l  power (en fo rced  by th e  m ention o f  th e  d ragon , h is  symbol 
o f  e a r th ly  power) as  a  n ev er-en d in g  f i r e  o f  v io le n c e , th e  leg ac y  
o f  Prom etheus.
W hile th e  i n f i n i t e l y  m a lle a b le  Prom etheus f ig u re  sym bolized th e  f a i l u r e  
o f  v io le n t  means, Odysseus—The Odyssey was com pleted, as p re v io u s ly  
n o te d , in  1938—ex p re sse s  th ro u g h  h i s  ad v e n tu re s , as Hadgopoulos im p lie s , 
b o th  e a r l i e r  and l a t e r  s ta g e s  o f  K az an tz a k is ' th o u g h t, w ith  Book XVI— 
in  which th e  id e a l  c i t y  i s  d e s tro y e d  and Odysseus once more resum es h is  
jo u rn e y —bein g  th e  fu lc ru m . The v io le n t  ex cesses  which c h a ra c te r iz e d  th e
^ H ad g o p o u lo s , "O dysseus' C hoice; a Comparison and C o n tra s t o f  Works 
by A lb e rt Camus and Nikos K azan tzak is"  (U npublished Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ) ,  
p p . 63 -64 .
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p reced in g  books no lo n g e r  a p p e a r . Odysseus i s  imbued w ith  a  new 
s p i r i t  o f  m easure once h is  c i t y  i s  d e s tro y e d  and no lo n g e r  seeks to  
f o r c ib ly  remake th e  w orld in to  a u to p ia n  m old. Hadgopoulos c o n tin u e s ; 
"K azantzak is im p lie s  t h a t  o n ly  th e  f i r e  o f  th e  s p i r i t  can le a d  t o  t r u e  
change and t h a t  th e  f i r e  and ax to g e th e r  le a d  t o  d e s tr u c t io n  b u t n o t 
t o  f r u i t i o n . " 1*2 T h is  em phasis by K azan tzak is  on th e  f o r c e f u l  power o f 
th e  f i r e  o f  th e  s p i r i t  r a th e r  th a n  th e  power o f v io le n c e  becomes a  
c e n t r a l  theme in  K a z a n tz a k is ' works o f th e  19*»0's and 1 9 5 0 's .  Thus i n  
th e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 's  K azan tzak is a r r iv e d  a t  th e  l a s t  o f h i s  th r e e  s ta g e d  view  
- - fo l lo w in g  B uddh ist a p o l i t ic is m  and r e v o lu tio n a ry  a c tiv ism —on a id in g  
mankind in  th e  q u e s t f o r  freedom  in  which u n ity  and b ro th e rh o o d  a s  w e ll 
as  in d iv id u a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  become in c re a s in g ly  im p o rtan t co ncep ts  in  
h i s  th o u g h t.
W ritin g  t o  P re v e la k is  d u r in g  t h a t  e r a  K azan tzak is  looked back on th e s e
d evelopm ental s ta g e s .  F o llow ing  n a t i o n a l i s t  and B uddh ist e n th ra llm e n t;
From app ro x im ate ly  1923 t o  1933 . . .  I  was p a r t  o f  th e  l e f t  wing 
(n ev er a  communist . . .  I  never caught t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p a x ) . The 
p a le  shadow I  f e l t  b e s id e  me was p . I s t r a t i .  Vow I  am p a s s in g  th rough  
th e  t h i r d  s ta g e —w i l l  i t  be th e  l a s t ?  I  c a l l  i t  freedom . No shadow. 
Only my own . . .  I  have ceased  t o  id e n t i f y  my s o u l 's  f o r tu n e s —my 
s a lv a t io n —w ith  th e  fo r tu n e s  o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  id e a .  I  know t h a t  id eas  
a re  i n f e r i o r  t o  a  c r e a t iv e  s o u l .^3
K azan tzak is  drew su sten an ce  from  th e  d isc a rd e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  r e l ig io u s ,
and p o l i t i c a l  husks which he l e f t  s trew n i n  h is  ascen d an t wake. B ien
makes c l e a r  th e  s e l f - c r e a t i o n  o f  K az an tz ak is ' Journey;
K az a n tz a k is ' w alk th ro u g h  p o l i t i c a l  ex p e rien ce  en ab led  him t o  meet 
h im se lf ;  t o  a c tu a l iz e  h i s  own p e rso n a l p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  f o r  m atu re , 
m ean ingfu l id e a lism ; t o  u n d ers tan d  h i s  p rev io u s  im m atu rity ; and, th ro u g h
1,2I b i d . ,  p .  6 k .
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  quoted in  B ien , The P o l i t i c s  o f  T w entie th  C entury 
N o v e lis ts ,  e d . P an ich as , p .  l t e .
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t h i s  u n d e rs tan d in g —which a f t e r  a l l  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l  accom plishm ent— 
t o  f u l f i l l  h i s  need t o  tra n sc e n d  th e  f l e s h  and be f r e e .  By ta k in g  th e  
long  way round , he came heme; by w alking  th ro u g h  o th e r s ,  he walked 
th ro u g h  h im s e lf . 44
L et us lo o k  c lo s e r  a t  p r e c i s e ly  what K a z a n tz a k is ' u l t im a te  p o s i t io n  l a ­
in  view  o f  h is  s p i r i t u a l  a r r i v a l  a t  "m ature, m ean ingfu l id e a lism " --o n  th e  
is s u e  o f p o l i t i c a l  means, i t s  m a n ife s ta tio n s  in  h is  l a t e r  w orks, and th e  
re a so n s  su p p o rtin g  h is  changed v iew .
M ature Id ea lism
The q u e s tio n  o f  means i s  ex p lo red  i n  The L a s t T em ptation  o f  C h r i s t . 
J u d a s , th e  f i r e b r a n d  r e v o lu t io n a ry ,  c a s ts  h is  l o t  w ith  J e su s  because he 
b e l ie v e s  J e s u s  has th e  fo llo w in g  and f o r t i t u d e  t o  le a d  a s u c c e s s fu l  r e v o l t  
a g a in s t  th e  Romans. J e s u s  s lo w ly  le a d s  Ju d as  t o  u n d e rs tan d  t h a t  v io le n t  
r e v o lu t io n  i s  n o t th e  way b u t t h a t  th e  s p i r i t u a l  r e v o lu t io n  b ro u g h t abou t 
by  h is  s a c r i f i c e  as  G od's son w i l l  b r in g  abou t th e  d e s ir e d  end o f  j u s t i c e :  
" I f  th e  s o u l  w ith in  us does n o t change, J u d a s , th e  w orld o u ts id e  us w i l l  
n ev er change. The enemy i s  w ith in ,  th e  Romans a re  w ith in , s a lv a t io n  s t a r t s  
from  w i th in ."^5 T h e re fo re , J e su s  e n l i s t s  J u d a s ' a id  in  making c e r t a in
I b i d . ,  p .  143. K azan tzak is , R ep o rt, p .  470, came t o  u n d e rs tan d  th e  
c r e a t iv e  co u rse  o f  h is  jo u rn ey ; "Had n o th in g  gone t o  w aste , th en ?  C onsid­
e re d  s e p a ra te ly ,  each  o f  my i n t e l l e c t u a l  ram blings and s id ew ise  ta c k s  
seemed w asted tim e , th e  p ro d u c t o f  an u n je l le d ,  d iso rd e re d  m ind. But now
I  saw t h a t  co n s id e red  a l l  to g e th e r  th e y  c o n s t i tu te d  a  s t r a i g h t  and u n e rr in g  
l i n e  which knew f u l l  w e ll  t h a t  o n ly  by s id ew ise  ta c k s  cou ld  i t  advance 
o v er t h i s  uneven e a r t h .  And my i n f i d e l i t i e s  tow ard th e  g r e a t  id e a s —I  had 
abandoned them a f t e r  b e in g  s u c c e s s iv e ly  f a s c in a te d  and d i s i l l u s io n e d —ta k e n  
a l l  to g e th e r  th e s e  i n f i d e l i t i e s  c o n s t i tu te d  an unshakable f a i t h  in  th e
e s s e n c e . I t  seemed t h a t  lu c k  (how s h a l l  we c a l l  i t ?  n o t lu c k , b u t d e s tin y )
had  eyes and com passion; i t  had ta k e n  me by th e  hand and gu ided  me. Only
now d id  I  u n d e rs tan d  where i t  had gu ided  me and what i t  exp ec ted  me t o  d o .
I t  ex p ec ted  me t o  h e a r  th e  Cry o f  th e  f u tu r e ,  t o  e x e r t  ev e ry  e f f o r t  t o  
d iv in e  what t h a t  Cry w anted, why i t  was c a l l in g ,  and where i t  in v i te d  us 
t o  g o ."
^ N ik o s  K azan tzak is , The L a s t T em ptation  o f  C h r is t ,  t r a n s .  w ith  A R o te  
On th e  A uthor and H is U se-p f Lafiguagfe By' F . AV B lto ' ( f e w York: Simon And 
S c h u s te r , I n c . ,  i 960) ,  p .  3^1 •
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th e  c r u c i f ix io n  w i l l  o c c u r . O ther in s ta n c e s  in  th e  l^kQ 's  su p p o rt o u r
theme o f  change. In  th e  e a r ly  191*0 ' s  K azan tzak is  re v is e d  The S a v io rs  o f
God and d e le te d  r e fe re n c e  to  i t  as  a  "metacommunist c r e e d ."  T h is  s ig n a le d
t h a t  h i s  a c t i v i s t ,  id e o lo g ic a l  f e rv o r  o f  th e  m id-1920’s ,  when th e  work
was w r i t t e n ,  was ended. In  th e  l a t e  191*0 ' s  upon h e a r in g  o f  G an d h i's  m urder,
K azan tzak is  c r ie d  o u t;
th e  w orld has c o n tra c te d .  Four b u l l e t s  have d eep ly  wounded th e  w orld­
wide c o n sc ien ce . . . .  In  such  a  m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  g reed y , am oral w orld 
a s  th e  p re s e n t  one, i t  was o n ly  n a tu r a l  t h a t  th e  h ero  o f  nonv io lence  
be k i l l e d  by v io le n c e .  . . .  The d o c t r in e  o f  peace and lo v e  i n  such  a  
m ise rab le  e r a  a ro u ses  and o rg a n iz e s  h a tr e d ,  so  i t  seem s. The d a rk  fo rc e s  
have been  u n leash ed —th e  b l in d .T i ta n s —and e v e ry  nob le  endeavor 
in c re a s e s  t h e i r  f u ry  t e n f o ld .
S t i l l  a n o th e r  m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  K azantzakis*  in c re a s in g  a l le g ie n c e  tc> th e  
moving power o f  th e  s p i r i t  was h i s  m ounting a p p re c ia t io n  o f  S t .  F r a n c is ,  
o f  whom he w rote The Poor Man o f  God, and A lb e r t S ch w eitze r, whom he knew 
and lo v e d . L ink ing  th e  two as nob le  s p i r i t u a l  hero-m odels o f  m ed iev a l and 
modern tim e s  r e s p e c t iv e ly  K azan tzak is  p r a is e d  b o th  as p o s se s s in g  " th e  p h i l ­
o so p h e r 's  s to n e  which tran sm u tes  th e  b a s e s t  m e ta ls  in to  g o ld , and g o ld  
1*7in to  s p i r i t . "  1 Paeans t o  th e  s p i r i t  a ls o  resound  th ro u g h o u t b o th  R eport 
and "The Bmnortal F ree  S p i r i t  o f Man." E v id en t in  a l l  th e s e  i s  K azant­
z a k i s ' in c re a s in g  concern  over th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  m eans. T h is  concern  
reached  i t s  cu lm in a tio n  in  The F r a t r i c i d e s , th e  l a s t  and m ost p o l i t i c a l  o f  
a l l  K a z a n tz a k is ' w orks, in  which i s  found th e  most e x te n s iv e  and rew ard ing  
exam ination  o f  s p i r i t u a l  v e rsu s  v io le n t  means and o f  p ro p e r e n d s .
The F r a t r i c i d e s , a  d ra m a tiz a tio n  o f  th e  G reek C iv i l  War fo llo w in g  
World War I I ,  c e n te r s  around two groups in  o p p o s it io n . They a re  th e  
communist g u e r r i l l a s ,  th e  re d  to p s ,  in  th e  h i l l s ,  and th e  n a t i o n a l i s t
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  L e t te r  t o  B orje  Knos, 19^8, H. K azan tzak is , Nlkos 
K azan tzak is , p .
^ K a za n tza k is , quoted in  ib id . ,  p» 535*
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t ro o p s ,  th e  b la c k  to p s ,  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  C a s te l lo .  The C ap ta in  o f  th e  
n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  and Loukas, a s s i s t a n t  t o  C a p ta in  Drakos who le a d s  th e  r e b e l s ,  
r e p re s e n t—as S tepan  re p re s e n te d  in  Camus1 Les J u s te a —th e  p a th  o f  v io le n c e , 
h a te ,  and t e r r o r .  The fo rm er, as  he s la y s  communist g u e r r i l l a s ,  a s s e r t s ,  
"The end j u s t i f i e s  th e  means, and our end i s  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f G re e c e ."1*®
The l a t t e r ,  as  w ith  equal, d e d ic a t io n  he k i l l s  n a t i o n a l i s t  t r o o p s ,  a rg u e s , 
"The t r u e  communist does n o t f a l t e r  when he s e e s  i n j u s t i c e ;  he a c c e p ts  i t  
i f  t h a t  i n j u s t i c e  h e lp s  our c a u se , e v e ry th in g  i s  f o r  th e  cau se—e v e ry th in g  
f o r  v i c t o r y . " ^  C ap ta in  D rakos, i . e . ,  th e  young K azan tzak is , wavers 
betw een Loukas* view  and a  mare humane, com passionate  b e l i e f .  A lthough 
le a d in g  a  f i e r c e  band he e x p e rie n c e s  d o u b ts  co n cern in g  t h e i r  d e s t r u c t iv e  
t a c t i c s  and wonders "was i t  p o s s ib le  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t th e  r i g h t  ro ;td ."5 °
In  answ ering Loukas, who i s  t r y in g  t o  o u s t him p a r t l y  f o r  h i s  d o u b ts , 
C ap ta in  D rakos is s u e s  a  r in g in g  m a n ife s to  t o  hum anity re m in isc e n t o:f 
K a liay ev 1 s  r e b u t t a l  o f  S tepan:
’T h a t 's  go ing  t o  be our d o w n fa ll!"  So th e  end j u s t i f i e s  th e  means, 
does i t ?  We sh o u ld  go ahead w ith  i n j u s t i c e  t o  re a c h  j u s t i c e ,  eh? We 
shou ld  go on w ith  s la v e ry  t o  re a c h  freedom ? I  h a te  t o  say  t h i s ,  b u t 
t h a t  a t t i t u d e  i s  go ing  t o  d e s tro y  th e  c a u se . I t  h a s n 't  b een  v e ry  
long  s in c e  I  began t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i f  th e  means we use  t o  re a c h  our 
g o a l a re  d is h o n e s t ,  ou r cause  becomes d is h o n e s t .  Because th e  cause 
i s  n o t a  p ie c e  o f  f r u i t ,  t h a t  hangs r ip e  and re a d y  a t  th e  end o f  th e  
ro ad  f o r  us t o  p ic k ;  no , no , n ev er! The cause i s  a  f r u i t  t h a t  r ip e n s  
w ith  each  d eed , t h a t  ta k e s  th e  d ig n i ty  o r  th e  v u lg a r i ty  o f  each  o f  our 
d e e d s . The p a th  we ta k e  w i l l  g iv e  th e  shape and f la v o r  and t a s t e  t o  
th e  f r u i t ,  and f i l l  i t  w ith  e i t h e r  honey o r  p o is o n .51
^®Nikos K a zan tzak is , The F r a t r i c i d e s , t r a n s .  A thena G. D a lla s  (Mew York: 
Simon and S c h u s te r , I n c . ,  1984), p .  115 •
^ 9 ib id . ,  p .  235.
5 ° i b i d . ,  p .  198 .
51I b id . ,  pp. 235- 36 .
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D rakos, u n lik e  K aliay ev , fo llo w s  th e  p a th  o f  v io le n c e  f o r  so  lo n g  t h a t  
he becomes "po isoned" and when, a t  th e  clim ax o f th e  s to r y  he a lone can 
s to p  th e  b lo o d sh ed , th e  f r a t r i c i d a l  demon he has n o u rish ed  w ith in  him­
s e l f  scream s f o r  b lood  and th e  s la u g h te r  c o n tin u e s . K azan tzak is  d iv id e s  
c h a r a c te r iz a t io n s  in  The F r a t r i c id e s  as he d id  so  s u c c e s s fu l ly  in  Zorba.
He p re s e n ts  th ro u g h  th e  f ig u r e  o f  F a th e r  Y anaros th e  d iv in e  elem ent in  
man in  o p p o s itio n  t o  th e  e v i l  p o r tra y e d  by th e  p re v io u s ly  m entioned 
c h a r a c te r s .  F a th e r  Y anaros, i . e . ,  th e  m ature K azan tzak is , i s  th e  p r i e s t  
o f  C a s te l lo  and n a tu r a l  f a th e r  o f  C ap ta in  D rakos. H is t a s k  i s  t o  d isc o v e r  
G od 's ro ad  t o  end ing  th e  f r a t r i c i d a l  h o r ro r—w hether i t  be r e s i s ta n c e  o r  
c a p i tu la t io n  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  v i l l a g e r s .  F a th e r  Y anaros p i t s  th e  
fo rc e s  o f  lo v e , b ro th e rh o o d , and th e  d iv in e  s p i r i t  o f  man a g a in s t  th e  
fo rc e s  o f e v i l  as  he tu rn s  th e  v i l l a g e  over t o  th e  r e b e ls  t o  s to p  th e  
s la u g h te r .  He se e s  Drakos b e tr a y  t h a t  t r u s t  by b re ak in g  t h e i r  agreem ent 
and s la u g h te r in g  s e v e ra l  v i l l a g e  e ld e r s  i n  th e  name o f  freedom  and J u s t i c e .  
F a th e r  Yanaros r a i l s  a g a in s t  t h i s — "Tyranny, fo rc e  and th e  whip? £;o t h a t  
i s  how we g e t  freedom ? No, No, I  w o n 't accep t t h a t . "52 He pays f o r  
t h i s  o p p o s itio n  w ith  h is  l i f e .  We must n o t be m is le d , however, by F a th e r  
Y anaros in to  b e l ie v in g  t h a t  i n e f f e c tu a l  q u ie tism  was K az an tz ak is ' p a th .
T h is  i s  n o t so  as  p roven  by s t i l l  a n o th e r  work o f  th e  same e r a ,  The.* G reek 
P a s s io n .
In  The G reek P ass io n  K azan tzak is  p i t s  G reek re fu g e e s , I . e . ,  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  
a g a in s t  th e  w e ll- to -d o  G reeks o f  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  L y c o v r is s i ,  i . e . ,  b o u rg e o is ie , 
and r e l a t e s  how th e  l a t t e r  d r iv e  away t h e i r  d isp o sse sse d  b r e th r e n .  Toward 
th e  end o f  th e  work th e  re fu g e e s , f a c in g  s ta r v a t io n ,  a s s a u l t  L y c o v ris s i
5 2 ib id ., p . 21*8.
o n ly  t o  be re p u lse d  and have t o  resume t h e i r  q u e s t f o r  a  new community. 
V io lence  p roves u n ab le  t o  r e c t i f y  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  B u t, l ik e  Camus, K azant­
z a k is  does n o t t o t a l l y  r e j e c t  v io le n c e .  The c e n t r a l  f ig u re  o f  th e  work, 
P r i e s t  F o t i s ,  summarizes in  a  r e v e a l in g  p assag e  K a z a n tz a k is ' v iew :
There was a  tim e when I  to o , use  t o  say : "Why s tru g g le  f o r  t h i s  l i f e
he re  below? What does th e  w orld m a tte r  to  me7 I  am an e x i l e  from 
Heaven and I  y ea rn  to  go heme t o  my co u n try ?"  But l a t e r  I  u n d er­
s to o d . No one can go t o  heaven u n le s s  he has f i r s t  been v ic to r io u s  
upon e a r th ,  and no one can be v ic to r io u s  upon e a r th  i f  he does n o t 
s tru g g le  a g a in s t  i t  w ith  f i r e ,  w ith  p a tie n c e  w ith o u t r e s t i n g .  Man 
has o n ly  e a r th  f o r  a  sp rin g b o ard  i f  he would f l y  up to  heaven . A ll 
th e  p r i e s t s  G r ig o r is e s ,  th e  Lad&ses, th e  Aghas, th e  b ig  p r o p r i e to r s ,  
a re  th e  fo rc e s  o f  e v i l  which i t  has been  a l l o t t e d  u s t o  com bat. I f  
we throw  down o u r arm s, w e 're  l o s t ,  h e re  below on e a r th  and up th e r e  
in  th e  s k y . 53
The G reek re fu g e e s ,  under th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  P r i e s t  F o t i s ,  ex h au st a l l  
p o s s ib le  avenues o f  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  b e fo re  tu rn in g  to  th e  avenue o f  v io le n c e .  
W ith Prom etheus, O dysseus, J e s u s ,  S t .  F r a n c is ,  and F a th e r  Y anaros, P r i e s t  
F o t i s  t e s t i f i e s  t o  K azan tzak is abandonment o f  h is  y o u th fu l end-dom inated  
p o l i t i c s .  T h e irs  a re  resound ing  v o ic e s  l i f t e d  in  u n ison  to  th e  re sp o n ­
s i b i l i t y  o f  means and th e  moving fo rc e  o f  th e  s p i r i t  o f  man. The q u e s tio n  
rem ain ing  i s  why d id  K a za n tza k is ' change h is  p o s i t io n  so  r a d ic a l ly ?
There a re  s e v e ra l  rea so n s  f o r  K az a n tz a k is ' tu rn a b o u t on th e  is s u e  under 
d is c u s s io n .  One i s  h i s  in c re a s in g  r e tu r n ,  in  th e  19^0 's ,  to  an e x p lo ra t io n  
o f  C h r is t ia n  te a c h in g s .  Another i s  h is  i n s i s t e n t  concern  over th e  in n e r  
man. A lso o f im portance was th e  w idespread  d e v a s ta t io n ,  ex p erien ced  f i r s t ­
hand by K azantzak is on Aegina, o f  World War I I .  A more Im portan t re a so n  
l i e s  in  K az a n tz a k is ' tw ofo ld  r e a l i z a t i o n —perhaps as an outgrow th o f  th e  
above concerns—o f th e  im p era tiv e  need f o r  u n i ty  and th e  so b e rin g  accep tance  
t h a t  by acq u ie sc in g  in  t h a t  u n ity  in  th e  fa c e  o f th e  c h a o tic  n a tu re  o f th e
53uikos K azan tzak is , The Greek P ass io n , t r a n s .  Jo n a th an  G r i f f in  (New 
York: Simon and S c h u s te r , i n c . ,  1953)> p« 3^7•
w orld one n e c e s s a r i ly  a c c e p ts  some l i m i t s ,  seme m easure, on h is  e g o i s t i c  
e x is te n c e .  T his i s  e v id e n t in  K azantzakis*  comments on h is  f r ie n d s h ip  
w ith  Angelos S ik e la n o s . K azan tzak is d e s c r ib e s  S ik e lan o s  as c o n te n t in  th e  
n a iv e  c o n c e it  o f  h is  s u p e r io r i ty  as a  l i t e r a t i s t .  S ik e lan o s does n o t 
seek  th e  a s c e n t,  th e  summit, f o r  he b e l ie v e s  he has a t t a in e d  i t ,  and i s  no t 
co n cern ed  w ith  th e  m etap h y sica l v o id  fa c in g  man and h i s to r y :  " I  s a id  to
him one day , 'The g re a t  d if f e r e n c e  betw een u s , Angelos, i s  t h i s :  you
b e lie v e  you have found s a lv a t io n ,  and b e l ie v in g  t h i s ,  you a re  sav ed ; I  
b e lie v e  th a t  s a lv a t io n  does n o t e x i s t ,  and b e l ie v in g  t h i s ,  I  am s a v e d . '"5^ 
B e liev in g  h im se lf  im m ortal, S ik e lan o s tran sfo rm ed  a l l  q u e s tio n s  in to  
e g o c e n tr ic  te rm s , "mine, m ine, and me, me was my f r i e n d 's  t e r r i b l e  p r is o n , 
a  dungeon w ith o u t windows o r  d o o rs ;"  th e r e f o r e ,  K azan tzak is t r i e s  io  
f r e e  h is  f r i e n d  by t e l l i n g  him o f  th e  h ig h e s t  peak  a  man can  re a c h , "conquer 
th e  s e l f ,  th e  ego . When we reach  t h a t  peak , and o n ly  th e n , A ngelos, we 
s h a l l  be s a v e d ."55 T h is i s  so because th e  " S p i r i t  i s  n o t c a l le d  Me, i t  
i s  c a l le d  A ll o f  u s . "5^ in  t h i s  d if f e r e n c e  o f approach by S ik e la n c s  and 
K azantzak is l i e s  a  c r u c ia l  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een K azantzakis*  view  of means 
from th e  1920 ' s  to  th e  191t0 ' s  le a d in g  to  a  more com passionate p o l i t i c s  on 
K az an tza k is ' p a r t .  Focusing  more and more on th e  u n ity  o f  mankind, K azant­
z a k is  came to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  v io le n c e  he had sa n c tio n e d  ir re v o c a b ly  
s h a t te r e d  t h a t  u n i ty .  K azantzak is had e a r l i e r  r e a l iz e d  t h a t  one must save 
o n e s e lf  b e fo re  he can save o th e rs  and w ith  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f th e  im per­
a t iv e  need f o r  u n i ty  among men came th e  c o r o l la ry  u n d e rs tan d in g  th t . t  " the
5**Kazantzakis, R ep o rt, p . 192.
5 5 jb id . ,  p .  196 .
56i b i d . ,  p .  192.
s o le  way to  save o n e s e lf  i s  t o  save o th e r s *"57 Even more Im p o rtan t as
an e x p la n a tio n  o f  K a za n tza k is ' p o l i t i c a l  m a tu ra tio n  th a n  e i t h e r  h is  r e tu r n
to  C h r is t ia n  them es, h is  concern  w ith  th e  in n e r  man, o r  h is  em phasis on
u n i ty ,  i s  h i s  a r t i s t i c  m a tu ra tio n .
With K a za n tz a k is1 r e f l e c t i o n  on h is  f a i l u r e  as an a c to r  came g r e a te r
s e lf -u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f h is  t r u e  l i t e r a r y  n a tu r e .  The decade betw een Toda
Raba in  1931* which i s  a  n o v e liz ed  account o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' Marxism, and
Zorba in  th e  e a r ly  19**0's i s  one o f a r t i s t i c  grow th in  t h a t  K azan tzak is
in c re a s in g ly ,  though perhaps u n w ill in g ly , becomes more and more th e  a r t i s t
and l e s s  arid l e s s  th e  a c t i v i s t .  B ien d is c u s s e s  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  which i s ,
in  th e  m ain, accom plished by th e  tim e o f Zorba. K azan tzak is a c c e p ts  h is
r o le  as a r t i s t  and much
subdued now i s  th e  h y s te r i c a l  f e rv o r  o f  th e  e a r ly  works in  which h is  
p e rso n a l o b sess io n s  tended  t o  v i t i a t e  th e  e x e c u tio n  and which seemed
determ ined  to  refo rm  th e  w orld th e n  and th e r e ..................................................
LZorbaj i s  a  c r u c ia l  fu lc rum  in  K a z a n tz a k is ' c a r e e r  s in c e  i t  so  openly  
re c o rd s  h is  passage  from em broilm ent t o  s e r e n i ty :  th e  d is ta n c e d
noninvolvem ent o f  th e  a r t i s t ,  th e  e v en ts  and peop le  th e  book re c o rd s  
a re  K a za n tz a k is ' agonized  tig h tro p e -d a n c e  betw een a c tiv ism  and 
B u d d h is tic  w ithdraw alo -3
The Im m obilizing c h a ra c te r  o f  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  o f  adherence to  id e a s ,  o f  
com pensation f o r  l i f e  by i n t e l l e c t u a l  and l i t e r a r y  c o n s tru c ts —T h o r^au 's  
payment— i s  a  theme b r i l l i a n t l y  worked on tim e and tim e a g a in  by K azant­
z a k is  th ro u g h o u t Zorba. The B oss, i . e . ,  K azan tzak is , r e p re s e n ts  one who 
has withdrawn in to  th e  w orld o f in te l l e c tu a l i s m ,  has d en ied  h is  pas s io n s , 
has become enmeshed by th e  cum ulative s o c io - r e l ig io u s  c u l tu r e  t h a t  has been 
c o n s tru c te d  t o  g iv e  t o  th e  v o id  p u rp o se , t o  f i l l  th e  v o id .  He reco g n iz e s  
t h i s  enmeshment as  he t r i e s ,  t o  r e c a l l  a  p re v io u s ly  c i t e d  p a ssag e , bo f r e e  
h im se lf  o f  " a l l  th e s e  phantoms . . .  Buddhas, Gods, M otherlands, Id e a s .  .  . 
Woe to  him who cannot f r e e  h im se lf  from Buddhas, Gods, M otherlands, and
5 7 ib id . ,  p .  kS6,
en , Nlkos K azan tzak is , pp . 35-39*
8 6
I d e a s ."  He i s  le d  t o  fa c e  b i s  su rre n d e re d  s t a t e  by Zorba who, uncontam­
in a te d  by le a rn in g  and e s o te r i c  in te l l e c tu a l i s m ,  has i n s t i n c t i v e l y  overcome 
th e  v o id  and fo llo w ed  th e  tre m b lin g  o f  h is  p a s s io n s :
Z o rb a 's  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  p ro d ig a l ,  i n s t i n c t u a l ,  h ig h ly  c u rio u s  and dynam ic, 
haunted  K azantzakis*  v e ry  a n t i t h e t i c a l  p e r s o n a l i ty .  In  h e a r in g  and 
se e in g  Z o rb a 's  c a re f re e  p h ilo so p h y , c h a ra c te r iz e d  by K ierkegaard  as 
th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  'e x i s t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l , '  K azan tzak is co u ld  on ly  
laugh  a t  h im se lf  and a t  ev e ry  i n t e l l e c t u a l . 59
The manner in  which K azan tzak is e x p re sse s  and, t o  some e x te n t ,  c o g n i t iv e ly
copes w ith  th e  problem  o f  th e  em ascu la tin g  c h a ra c te r  o f  to o - in te n s e  a
d e v o tio n  t o  a  l i t e r a r y  l i f e  on h is  p a r t  and t h a t  o f  h is  m a s te r , N ie tz sc h e ,
if
i s  d e a l t  w ith  in  such an in t r ig u in g  manner by F ou lak ld as  t h a t  i t  d e se rv e s  
re p ro d u c tio n :
Z a ra th u s tra  l i v e s  i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  does n o t r e l a t e  h im se lf  t o  o th e r s ,  
and y e t  w ants t o  m ingle w ith  p e o p le . One would d a re  to  say  t h a t  i f  
Z a ra th u s tra  would e v e r  a c t  he would be h e a led  o f  h is  p h ilo so p h y , which 
does n o t grow o u t o f  h is  own e x p e rie n c e s  and ad v en tu res  b u t o u t o f  
h is  thou g h ts*  Z a ra th u s tra  i s  p r im a r i ly  a  th in k e r  and n o t a  d o e r . One 
can  even say  t h a t  i f  N ie tzsch e  had o n ly  a c te d , had he been  b u t a  "h ip p ie"  
o f  h i s  t im e , had he engaged i n  th e  s o c ia l  a c tiv ism  o f  h is  d ay , h is  end 
would n o t have been  as  p a th e t i c ,  a s  u n r e a l i s t i c  as  i t  w as. Thus, h i s  
overman rem ains a  r e a l i t y  o n ly  on paper* However much K azan tzak is  
adm ires t h i s  p h ilo so p h e r  (He went on a  p ilg rim ag e  t o  N le tz s h c e 's  h o ly  
la n d s ) ,  K azan tzak is  r e a l i z e s  what N ie tzsch e  has f a i l e d  t o  d o , and as 
an a r t i s t i c  su rgeon , he o p e ra te s  on Z a ra th u s tra ,  s e p a ra t in g  h is  two 
s e lv e s  and making b o th  i n t e g r a l ,  f u n c t io n a l ,  and human in  Zorba th e  
G reek . Having had in  mind a  d e f i n i t e  model o f  Z a ra th u s t r a vs  overman 
and an embodiment o f  Z a r a th u s t r a 's  th e o ry ,  he m o b iliz e s  George Zorba 
in  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  A lex is  t o  p la y  t h i s  r o l e ,  and hav ing  r e a l iz e d  t h a t  
Z a r a th u s t r a 's  o th e r  s e l f  was l i k e  h im se lf ,  K azan tzak is c a s ts  h im se lf  
in  th e  r o le  o f  th e  B oss. . . .  th e  B oss, l i k e  K azan tzak is , rem ains an 
in c u ra b le  bookworm and p en -p u sh er; and Z a ra th u s tra ,  l i k e  N ie tz sch e , 
lo s e s  h im se lf  in  h i s  su b -co n sc io u s  w orld o f  a p o c a ly p tic  dreams and 
t e r r i f y i n g  v i s io n s .  Only Zorba i s  a l iv e  and consc ious o f  th e  r e a l i t y  
o f  l i f e  and d e a th ,  and has  nev er been  contam inated  by ' l e a r n i n g . ' The 
o th e r  fo u r  can  say  t h a t  th e y  have slammed th e  doo r beh ind  them, b u t 
one knows t h a t  such a  door t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  has n o t been 
t i g h t l y  s h u t .  The Boss inform s Zorba t h a t  "The o ld  g o a t w ith in  me 
has  s t i l l  g o t a  l o t  o f  p ap er t o  chew o v e r ."  He hopes t h a t  one day  he
5 9 p o u lak id as, P h i lo lo g ic a l  Q u a r te r ly , XLIX (A p r il  1970), p .  23h.
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to o  w i l l  g e t  t i r e d  o f  books. Z a ra th u s tra  a ls o  acknowledges th e  same 
t r u t h  and hope. . . .  Z a ra th u s tra , l i k e  N ie tz sch e , d e s p is e s  le a rn in g  
and w r i t in g ,  and y e t ,  Z a ra th u s tra ,  l i k e  N ie tz sch e , c o n tin u es  t o  I n t e l -  
l e c t u a l i z e .  They cannot g iv e  them selves f u l l y  t o  l i f e  and a c t io n .
W ith K a z a n tz a k is ' r e c o g n it io n  o f h is  l i t e r a r y  n a tu re  came n o t o n ly
g r e a te r  s o p h is t ic a t io n  in  h is  work b u t more power as th e  "m essian ic
a rd o r"  o f  which p re v e la k is  spoke was h a rn essed  t o  a  moving, d ra m a tic , and
unquenchable t h i r s t  f o r  e x p re ss io n :
K azan tzan tzak is  s ta n d s  l i k e  a  c o in s su s , o r  l i k e  a  m ountain . E very­
th in g  about him was b ig .  The main d if f e r e n c e  betw een K azan tzak is  and 
th e  m ost o f  th e  younger w r i te r s  i s  a  m a tte r  o f  w i l l .  T h is word i s  
so  Im p o rtan t t h a t  I  shou ld  p r i n t  i t  i n  l e t t e r s  two f e e t  h ig h . Most 
o f  th e  w r i te r s  o f  th e  20 th  c e n tu ry  a re  so  d e fe a te d ; th e y  lo o k  around 
s a d ly ,  and make a  g e s tu re  o f  d e s p a i r .  They seem t o  s h r iv e l  l i k e  le a v e s  
when K azan tzak is  r o a r s :  'Ahoy, c a s t  w retched sorrow , p r ic k  up your
e a r s ! '  T h is  m o n ste r, t h i s  uncouth  g ia n t ,  i s  a  l iv in g  symbol o f  m an's 
g r e a tn e s s ,  o f h i s  c a p a c ity  t o  r i s e  above s e l f - p i t y .  He i s  even  more 
im p o rtan t because  he i s  so o b v io u sly  human. Of Goethe and T o ls to y ,
6° I b i d . ,  p p . 234-35 . O ther commentators have d isc o v e red  t h i s  surgeon  
l i k e  p o r tr a y a l  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l - l i t e r a t l s t  and th e  p a s s io n a te  lu x u r ia te  
in  K a z a n tz a k is1 make-up as  th e  c e n t r a l  theme o f  Zorba.  C. N. S tav ro u ,
"The L im its  o f  th e  P o s s ib le ;  Nlkos K az an tz a k is ' Arduous O dyssey ,” South­
w est Review. LVII (W inter 1972), p .  63 , s t a t e s  t h a t  in  "Zorba th e  ,G reek, 
th e  a u th o r -n a r ra to r  c o n s ta n tly  b e ra te s  h im se lf  f o r  h is  i n a b i l i t y t o  espouse 
a  l i f e  o f  th e  s e n s e s .” Jo sep h  B lenkinsopp , "My E n tir e  Soul I s  A C ry ,"  
Commonweal, XCI (F ebruary  26 ,  1971), P« 515, wonders w h ile  re e d in g  Zorba 
w hether th e  Boss w i l l  com plete h is  m an u sc rip t, l e a r n  t o  dance , l e a r n  t o  
lo v e ,  and se v e r  th e  s t r in g s  to  be drawn in to  Z o rb a 's  world? "The d ra m a tic  c l i ­
max ought t o  come ( i t  does in  th e  movie) w ith  th e  N ie tzschean  moment o f  
th e  c o l la p s e  o f  th e  c a b le l in e  and ensu ing  dance on th e  sh o re . Only a t  t h i s  
p o in t  th e  a u th o r  i s  d e fe a te d  by h is  own a u to b io g ra p h ic a l h o n e s ty . Ha was 
to o  much convinced t h a t  w r i tin g  was a  seco n d -o rd e r a c t i v i t y ,  a  f a u te  d e  
mleux; he t e l l s  us elsew here  t h a t  when he came t o  know Zorba a t  th e  age 
o f  t h i r t y - f o u r  i t  was a lre a d y  to o  l a t e ;  he had d eg en era ted  in to  an in c u ra b le  
p e n -p u sh e r . And so  th e  B oss, though tu rn e d  on by Zorba, was n o t d r iv e n  ou t 
o f  h i s  w retched  m ind ."  C o lin  W ilson, The S tre n g th  To Dream (B oston: L i t t l e ,
Brown and Company, i 960) ,  p .  208, b e l ie v e s  t b a i  K azan tzak is was a l l  h i s  
l i f e  ashamed "o f b e in g  a  'p e n -p u s h e r , ' and hankered  a f t e r  th e  l i f e  o f  a c t io n .  
. . .  T h is  same s e l f - d iv i s io n  i s  ap p aren t in  • • • Zorba th e  G reek. . . .
Most o f  th e  book i s  ta k e n  up w ith  th e  ad v en tu res  o f  Zorba, a  kind*-o f  l e s s e r  
U ly sse s , h e a l th y , happy, ro g u ish , lo v in g  women, wine and fo o d , co m p le te ly  
la c k in g  in  s e l f - d iv i s io n ,  w h ile  K azantzak is s tru g g le s  w ith  an e p ic  about 
th e  Buddha and r e n u n c ia t io n . . • • K azantzak is . . .  i s  th e  unhappy i n t e l -  
l e c u t a l ,  who nev er makes th e  e f f o r t  t o  h e a l  h is  own s e l f - d iv i s io n  and become 
re c o n c ile d  t o  th e  'o r ig in a l  s i n '  t h a t  makes him a t  once g r e a te r  and l e s s  
happy th a n  Z o rb a ."
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one can  th in k :  'Ah y e s , th e y  were lu ck y —th e y  were b o rn  s t r o n g . '  And
o f Shaw, m ost peop le  say : 'He was s tro n g  because he was h e a r t l e s s
But K azan tzak is was n o t bo rn  a  g ia n t ;  he made h im se lf  in to  a  g i a n t .
Again and ag a in  he lo s e s  c o n fid en ce , comes t o  d e s p a i r ,  th e n  g ra d u a lly  
s t r a ig h te n s  h is  sh o u ld e rs  and s t r e tc h e s  h is  arms u n t i l  h i s  f e a r s  
r o l l  o f f  h i s  b ack .61
I t  i s  th e  c o lo s s u s - l ik e  s ta tu r e  o f  K azan tzak is , h i s  g ia n t  y e t  com passionate
w i l l ,  h i s  b e in g  a  " l iv in g  symbol o f m an's g re a tn e s s "  in  an age o f  an g u ish ,
a l i e n a t io n ,  d e s p a ir  and sm a ll s o u ls ,  t h a t  makes K az an tz ak is ' id e a s  on
freedom , u n i ty ,  and th e  human c o n d itio n  an im p o rtan t p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y .
The v a r io u s  t e n e t s  o f t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y , K a z a n tz a k is ' m ature
id e a lism , i s  what we examine in  succeed ing  c h a p te r s .  T h is p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t
i s  ex p re ssed  w ith in  an I n t e l l e c tu a l  framework o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' th e o ry  o f
th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age , th e  c u lp a b i l i ty  o f  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  e th o s  f o r  th e
t r a n s i t i o n a l  p red icam en t, and a  c l a s s i c  view  o f th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  a r t  to
p o l i t i c s  i n  b e t t e r in g  th e  human s i t u a t i o n .  These is s u e s  a re  th e  c e n t r a l
^^C o lin  W ilson , "The G rea tn ess  o f  Nikos K a z a n tz a k is ,"  M innesota 
Review, V H I ( 1968) ,  p p . 179-80• T h is  enourmous w i l l  t o  e x p re s s io n  i s  
why what Thomas L. K ing, "K azan tzak is ' Prometheus T rilo g y : Itoe Id eas
And T h e ir D ram atic R endering" (U npublished Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  In d ia n a  
U n iv e rs i ty ,  1970), p p . 157-6Q, says o f  K azantzak is i s  p e rc e p t iv e .  He "sought 
t o  u se  a l l  th e  d ev ic e s  a v a i la b le  b o th  t o  th e  w r i te r  a n i t o  th e  th e a t r e  
t o  e x p re ss  h is  th o u g h t. He has n o t l im ite d  h im se lf  t o  th e  co n v en tio n a l 
d ram atic  s ty l e  o f  th e  l a t e  n in e te e n th  and e a r ly  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu r ie s ,  nor 
has he l im i te d  h im se lf  t o  th e  d e v ice s  o f th e  p o e t and th e  n o v e l i s t .  In s te a d  
he has embodied h is  id e a s  in  drama by p roducing  a  complex m ix tu re  o f  as 
many o f  th o se  d e v ic e s  a v a i la b le  t o  th e  c r e a t iv e  a r t i s t  as he cou ld  in c lu d e . 
He u se s  p o e try ,  p ro se , n a r r a t iv e ,  d e s c r ip t io n ,  c h o ra l u t te r a n c e ,  f i lm ,  th e  
sounds o f n a tu re  ( p a r t i c u l a r ly  o f b i rd s  and th e  sea )  d ia lo g u e , le n g th y  
s in g le - c h a r a c te r  e x p o s it io n  and s o li lo q u y , m asks, i n t e r a c t io n  o f  c h a r a c te r s ,  
and a l l  th e  l i g h t s  and sounds o f  th e  th e a t r e  t o  produce a  drama t h a t  c a re s  
l i t t l e  f o r  th e  n i c e t i e s  o f  lo g ic a l  c o n s tru c t io n  ofr th e  s e p a ra t io n  o f 
a r t i s t i c  m ed ia . He does n o t l im i t  h im se lf  t o  what i s ,  in  th e  s t r i c t e s t  
sen se , p u re ly  d ra m a tic . He p i l e s  e f f e c t  on to p  o f  e f f e c t ,  sometimes 
s im u lta n e o u s ly , t o  produce a  ru sh  o f  e f f e c t s  a l l  d esig n ed  t o  c re a te  
b o th  an a r r e s t in g  s p e c ta c le  and a  v e h ic le  f o r  h is  id e a s .  Die dram a o f 
K azan tzak is  i s  a  drama in  which th e  n o v e l is t  and p o e t s t r a i n  a t  th e  bonds 
o f th e  d ram a tic  and th e  d ra m a tis t  u t i l i z e s  a l l  th e  d e v ic e s  o f  th e  th e a t r e  
t o  make th e  v i s io n  o f  th e  no v el and poem came a l i v e ."
co n cern  o f  C hap ter I I I .  K azan tzak is  c h a r ts  a  co u rse  from th e  i l l s ,  meaning­
le s s n e s s ,  and t e r r o r s  o f  contem porary l i f e .  T h is  co u rse  can  o n ly  b eg in  
w ith in  th e  problem s o f  th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  a g e .
c h a pt e r  I I I
POETRY, PROPHECY, AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY
At th e  end o f  World War Two K azan tzak is was in v i te d  by th e  B r i t i s h  
C ouncil o f  L e t t e r s ,  an  o f f i c i a l  agency th a t  sends and r e c e iv e s  a r t i s t i c  
and i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  in  f u r th e r in g  B r i t i s h  c u l tu r e ,  t o  v i s i t  
England and su rvey  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  re so u rc e s  o f  th e  co u n try . While th e re  
he w rote E ngland, met th e  le a d in g  minds o f  th e  c o u n try , and made th re e  
ad d re sse s  o v er th e  B .B .C . One o f  th e se  ad d resses  was su b seq u en tly  pub­
l i s h e d  in  th e  E n g lish  p e r io d ic a l  L ife  And L e tte r s  under th e  t i t l e  "Ihe 
Imm ortal F ree  S p i r i t  o f  Man" and co n ta in ed  th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  K azantzak is 
in ten d ed  f o r  B r i t i s h  w r i te r s  and men o f  s c ie n c e . I t  i s  from th e  cum ulative 
p ic tu r e  o f  K azantzakis*  o u tlo o k  p re se n te d  in  th e se  q u e s tio n s  t h a t  we have 
ta k e n  th e  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  and we know o f  no b e t t e r  way o f  p re fa c in g  
th e  en su in g  d is c u s s io n  th a n  w ith  K a za n tza k is ' q u e s tio n n a ire .
T h e re fo re , I  ad d ress  t h i s  ap p ea l t o  a l l  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  o f  good 
f a i t h  th roughou t th e  whole w orld . And I  a sk  th e  fo llo w in g  q u e s tio n s , 
c o n f id e n t t h a t  th e  answ ers w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  a  b road  in te r n a t io n a l  
c o o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  s p i r i t :
1 . Do you b e l ie v e  we a re  l iv in g  a t  th e  end o f  an h i s t o r i c a l  epoch o r 
a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  a  new one? And in  e i t h e r  c a se , what do you 
th in k  a re  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t r a i t s ?
2 .  Can l i t e r a t u r e ,  a r t  o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  tho u g h t in f lu e n c e  th e  p re se n t 
movement o f  h is to ry ?  Or do th e y  m erely  m irro r  e x is t in g  c o n d itio n s?
3 .  I f  you b e l ie v e  t h a t  tho u g h t and a r t  do in flu e n c e  r e a l i t y ,  in  what 
d i r e c t io n  do you th in k  th e y  should  le a d  th e  developm ent o f  th e  
s p i r i t  in  your own coun try?
4 . What do you th in k  i s  th e  p o s i t iv e  c o n tr ib u tio n  th a t  B r i t i s h  th o u g h t 
»nd a r t  can o f f e r  th e  world?
5 . what i s  th e  l e v e l  o f  c o n ta c t betw een th e  B r i t i s h  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and 
th e  la rg e  mass o f  th e  people? And what could  be done t o  broaden
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t h i s  b a s is  o f  c o n ta c t?
6 . What i s  th e  fo rem ost d u ty  o f th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and th e  a r t i s o  
to d ay ?  How can th e y  c o n tr ib u te  t o  th e  p e a c e fu l c o o p e ra tio n  o f a l l  
p e o p le s?
7 .  Would i t  be p r a c t i c a l  t o  e s ta b l i s h  an " In te r n a t io n a l  o f  th e  S p i r i t  ? ¥ 
And i f  i t  i s  p r a c t i c a l ,  a re  you w il l in g  t o  c o l la b o ra te  in  i t ? l
As w ith  so  many o f K a za n tza k is ' a ttem p ts  a t  p o l i t i c a l  o rg a n iz a t io n , h is  
p ro p o sa l f o r  an I n te r n a t io n a l  o f  th e  S p i r i t  met w ith  l i t t l e  re sp o n se . How­
e v e r ,  in  many ways, as w i l l  become in c re a s in g ly  obv ious, our e n t i r e  ex p lo ­
r a t io n  o f  K a z a n tz a k is1 p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t re v o lv e s  around th e  manner in  
which he h im se lf  answered th e s e  b a s ic  q u e s tio n s .
T r a n s i t io n a l  Age: A P h ilosophy  o f  H is to ry
As we have seen , K azan tzak is p laced  much Im portance on b i r t h  in  an 
" in te r e s t in g  ep o ch ."  For many rea so n s  he b e lie v e d  th e  e r a  o f h is  l i f e ­
tim e t o  be such an epoch—a c r u c ia l  age o f  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a n s i t i o n ,  l i s  
p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y , h is  l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y ,  and h is  p e rso n a l odyssey were 
a l l  d eep ly  In flu e n c e d  b y  t h i s  b a s ic  b e l i e f .  K azan tzak is b rough t h is  sense  
o f  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  b e a r  on th e  problem s o f  h is  age and d ec ip h ered  
" th e  p a in f u l ,  in e x o ra b le  meaning o f our tim e; t h a t  we a re  fa ce d  wish th e  
end o f  a  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and th e  symptoms t h a t  alw ays m an ife s t them selves in  
tim es  o f  decadence . "2  T h is  view  i s  c o n s is te n t ly  s ta te d  w ith  l i t t l e  v a r ia t io n  
th ro u g h o u t h i s  works in ,  among o th e r s ,  The S av io rs  o f  God in  1925, foda 
Raba in  1931, The Odyssey in  1938, "The Umnortal F ree  S p i r i t  o f  Man" in  1946, 
and R eport in  1956. In  e x p lo rin g  t h i s  p h ilo so p h y  o f  h i s to r y  we want to  
fo c u s  on i n t e l l e c t u a l  so u rces  and th e  p e rce iv ed  causes and symptoms o f  th e  
end o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .
iN ikos K azan tzak is , "The Imm ortal F ree  S p i r i t  o f  Man," L ife  and L e t te r s , 
L (Septem ber 1946), p .  126.
2K azan tzak is , Toda Raba, p . I l 6 .
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Many th in k e rs  c o n tr ib u te d  to  K a z a n tz a k is ' concept o f  th e  t r a n ­
s i t i o n a l  ag e . N ie tzsch e  r e in fo rc e d  K a za n tz a k is ' i n s t i n c tu a l  ep o ch al 
i n c l in a t io n s  w ith  h is  d e p ic t io n  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  God and th e  in te rm e d ia te  
age o f  n ih i l i s m . Bergson c o n tr ib u te d  th e  id e a  o f  dynamic e v o lu t io n  which 
im p l ic i t ly  connoted c r u c ia l  developm ental s ta g e s  in  w orld c o n sc io u sn e ss . 
Buddha ta u g h t t h a t  l i f e  e x is te d  betw een tw in  a b y s s 's  o f  n o th in g n ess  and 
by in fe re n c e  m an's h i s to r y  a ls o  e x is te d  as lum inous in te r v a ls  betw een 
n o n -e x is te n c e . In  a d d i t io n ,  two th in k e rs  whom K azan tzak is f i r s t  came in to  
c o n ta c t  w ith  in  B e r l in  in  1922 t o  1924 p re se n te d  c r u c ia l  e la b o ra t io n s  o f 
th e  id e a  o f epochal h i s t o r i c a l  moments. They were Marx and S p en g le r. Those 
M arx is ts  r e v o lu t io n a r y 's ,  I tk a ,  R ahe l, E ls a ,  Leah, and D ina, whom K azant­
z a k is  became invo lved  w ith  in  B e r l in  im pressed  upon him th e  v ig o r  a rd  
dynamism o f  Marxism. Such v i t a l i t y  p ro f fe re d  a  s ta r k  a l t e r n a t iv e  tc> th e  
B uddh ist escapism  he was a t  t h a t  tim e in c l in e d  to w a rd .3 i t  was th rough  
Marx t h a t  K azantzak is was in tro d u ced  t o  Hegel and F euerbach , f o r  a s  one 
commentator on M arxian th o u g h t has s a id ,  Marxism m ight perhaps be e p i t ­
omized as "H egelianism  m ediated  by F eu e rb a ch 's  c r i t iq u e  o f  H e g e l."**■ Marx 
p u rsued  h is  e a r ly  s tu d ie s  d u rin g  a  tim e o f  n ea r  com plete H egelian  dom ination  
o f  German th o u g h t and i f  one o f M arx 's e r a  was n o t o f  H egelian  p e rsu a s io n , 
he was a t  th e  v e ry  l e a s t  fo rc e d  t o  fo cu s  and fo rm u la te  h is  id e a s  around
^K azan tzak is , R ep o rt,  p .  369 , re co u n ts  I t k a 's  r a b id  sc o rn  o f  Buddha when 
he t o l d  h e r ;  " I  know a n o th e r  M essiah who d e l iv e r s  man from  hunger and a ls o  
from  s a t i e t y ,  from i n ju s t i c e  and a ls o  from J u s t i c e .  And what i s  most 
im p o rta n t, from  a l l  M ess iah s ."
"And h i s  name i s  . . .  "
"Buddha!"
She sm iled  d i s d a in f u l ly ,  th e n  s a id  in  an angry  v o ic e , " I 'v e  h eard  o f 
him . H e 's  a  g h o s t.  My m essiah  i s  made o f f l e s h  and b lo o d ."
R o b e r t  T ucker, P h ilosophy  and Myth In  K arl Marx (c«imbridge: Cambridge
U n iv e rs i ty  P re s s , 1961), p .  Q l.
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th e  argum ents o f  th e  H egelians o f  th e  d ay . H e g e l 's  e le v a t io n  o f  m an's 
c o n sc io u sn e ss , h i s  em phasis on th e  p r o g r e s s iv i s t i c  movement o f  th e  w orld 
s p i r i t ,  and h is  id e a s  o f  th e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  w orld were v iv id  and 
c o n tro v e rs  i a l .
David M cL ellan 's  o b je c t iv e  s tu d y  o f  M arx 's e a r ly  w r i t in g s  in  t h e i r
h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t has t r a c e d  th e  p e r s is te n c e  o f  H eg elian  them es th ro u g h
b o th  th e  e a r ly  and l a t e  Marx. M cLellan i d e n t i f i e s  s e v e ra l  f a c to r s  which
b locked  t h i s  r e c o g n it io n  o f M arx 's H egelian ism  u n t i l  th e  1 9 2 0 's . Cne was
th e  la c k  o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  M arx 's e a r ly  w r i t in g s .  A nother was th e
p o s i t i v i s t s  and neo -K an tian  l i b e r a l s  a t t a c k  on H e g e l's  m y s tic a l ph ilo sp h y -
i n  th e  l a t e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry . A t h i r d ,  p o l i t i c a l  re a so n , was th e
le a d in g  coam unist^  re lu c ta n c e  t o  v iew  Marx a s  a  s tu d e n t o f  Hegel and
th e r e fo r e  a  p a r t ic ip a n t  in  th e  b o u rg eo is  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  t r a d i t i o n .  Thus th e
p ra c tic a lly -m in d e d  r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  such as  B e rn s te in , had no tim e f o r  
H egel, even  had th e y  been a b le  t o  u n d ers tan d  him . K autsky and th e  
o rthodox  M arx is ts  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  same r e s u l t  f o r  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  re a so n s , 
th o se  o f  d o c t r in a l  p u r i ty ;  th e y  w ished t o  be a b le  t o  p reach  a  s c ie n ­
t i f i c  s o c ia lism  f r e e  o f  any e t h i c a l  o r  m e tap h y sica l e le m e n ts . Lenin 
had c e r t a in ly  s tu d ie d  H egel in  h is  Swiss e x i l e ,  b u t th e re  was n o t much 
ev idence o f  in f lu e n c e  e i t h e r  in  h i s  th e o ry  o r  in  h i s  p r a c t ic e .^
P a ra d o x ic a lly , in  view  o f  th e  many prom inent M arx is ts ' Ignorance o f  H egel,
M arx 's enduring  v a lu e  comes from h is  borrow ing from  H eg el. A lthough M arx 's
th e o ry  o f  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  r o le  f o r  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  engendered by economic
fo rc e s  has been  ren d ered  o b s o le te ;  "N e v e rth e le ss , th e  second o f  M arx 's
m ajor a n a ly se s , and th e  one m ost e v id e n t in  h is  e a r ly  w r i t in g s ,  t h a t  o f
a l i e n a t io n ,  has a cq u ired  an im portance f a r  g r e a te r  th a n  he im agined . "6
A ccording t o  E r ic h  Fronm, " th e  th in k e r  who co ined  th e  concept o f  a l ie n a t io n
^David M cLellan, Marx B efore Marxism (New York: H arper & Row, P u b lish e rs
I n c . ,  1970), p .  211.
6I b id . ,  p . 213.
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was H e g e l."?  However, as  Fromm and o th e rs  h a s te n  t o  p o in t  o u t,  a l ie n a t io n
as  d is c u s s e d  by  H egel, F euerbach , and Marx ta k e s  on v a r ie d  m eaning. Hegel
as  a  p re -em in en t p h ilo so p h e r  o f  id e a lism  lo c a te s  a l i e n a t io n  in  man’s
co n sc io u sn ess  o f  h i s  involvem ent w ith  th e  w orld . That i s
th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  la b o r  i t s e l f  w ith  a l i e n a t io n  . . .  r e s u l t s  
from  H e g e l 's  i d e a l i s t i c  p re s u p p o s itio n  t h a t  man i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a 
co n sc ious b e in g  and t h a t  th e  o b je c t  o f  co n sc io u sn ess  i s  m erely  s e l f -  
co n sc io u sn ess  o b j e c t i f i e d .  From t h i s  p re s u p p o s itio n  i t  fo llo w s  th a t  
any r e l a t i o n  t o  an e x t r i n s i c  o b je c t ,  any involvem ent w ith  an e x te r n a l  
w orld , i s  an a l i e n a t io n  o f  man. Thus th e  whole hum anization  p ro c e ss , 
a cco rd in g  t o  H egel, becomes an  e v o lu t io n  from  con sc io u sn ess  o f  she 
o b je c t  t o  s e lf - c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  and th e  g e n e s is  o f  man i s  reduced t o  a  
r e a p p ro p r ia t io n  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y . 8
From t h i s  view  o f  H egel one see s  t h a t  th e  lo c u s  o f  H egelian  a l i e n a t io n  
l i e s  i n  h i s  em phasis on s p i r i t u a l  c o n sc io u sn e ss . A lso e v id e n t i s  t i e  
extrem e e x te n t  t o  which H egel was r a d i c a l l y  i d e a l i s t i c  and th e  e x t e i t  t o  
which he r e je c te d  th e  m a te r ia l  w o rld . H e g e l 's  id e a lism  and th e  conse­
q u e n t ia l  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  n a tu r a l ,  m a te r ia l  w orld were ch a llen g ed  by one 
o f  h is  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  s u c c e sso rs—Ludwig F euerbach .
F euerbach p roposed  a  p h ilo so p h y  o f  humanism t h a t  was n e c e s s a r i ly  
a n th ro p o c e n tr ic  and re p u d ia te d  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  em phasis on an o th e r-w o rld ly  
Supreme B eing . He re v e rs e d  th e  id e a lism -m a te r ia lism , o th e r-w o rld  r e a l -  
w orld d icho tom ies e s ta b l is h e d  by H egel and em phasized th e  m a te r ia l ,  e x te r n a l ,  
n a tu r a l  w orld  i n  which man l iv e d  as th e  o n ly  p ro p e r , t r u l y  meaningful lo cu s  
o f  m an 's a c t io n s ,  m  a  s im i la r  v e in  Feuerbach tu rn e d  h is  a t t e n t io n  away 
from  s p e c u la tio n s  on an A bsolu te S p i r i t ,  God, o r  Om niscient Reason, which 
d i c t a t e s  and d e te rm in e s  th ro u g h  h i s to r y  th e  course  o f  mankind. Marx f o l ­
lowed F e u e rb a c h 's  le a d  i n  p la c in g  man in  th e  w orld , in  tu rn in g  Hegel on h is
? E ric h  Fromm, M arx 's Concept o f  Man (New York: F re d e r ic k  Ungar P u b li­
sh in g  C o ., 1961) ,  p .  4Y.
^Louis K. D upre, The P h ilo s o p h ic a l  F oundations o f  Marxism (New York:
H arco u rt, Brace and WorlcL, I n c . ,  19&6), p« 123.
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h ead . Yet th e  com prehensiveness in h e re n t in  th e  H egelian  system  and th e  
e s c h a to lo g ic a l  b e n t were b o th  adopted  by Marx in  th e  fo rm u la tio n  o f  h is  
p h ilo s o p h ic a l  system . Using H e g e l's  d i a l e c t i c  and F e u e rb a ch 's  m a te r ia lism  
he c o n s tru c te d  a  re v o lu tio n a ry  p h ilo so p h y  o f  h i s to r y  in  which man s e iz e s  
h is  hum aneness:
The w orld o f  phenomena having been shown t o  be a  w orld o f human a l i e n ­
a t io n ,  th e  r e v o lu tio n a ry  im p era tiv e  to o k  shape as  a  c a l l  to  end human 
a l i e n a t io n  by changing th e  w orld . I t  now s a id  t h a t  a  w orld in  which 
man i s  everyw here e s tra n g e d  from  h im se lf  and e x i s t s  on ly  as 'non-m an' 
ought to  be tran sfo rm ed  in to  a  new w orld o f  humanism in  which a l i e n ­
a t io n  would be overcome and man cou ld  r e a l i z e  h is  n a tu re  as  man. 9
From t h i s  v an tag e  p o in t  Marx made h is  c r i t iq u e  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e d ic ­
ament which Raymond Aron has c a l le d  "an a n a ly s is  and an in t e r p r e ta t io n  o f 
c a p i t a l i s t i c  s o c ie ty  in  term s o f i t s  c u r re n t  fu n c tio n in g , i t s  p re se n t 
s t r u c tu r e ,  and i t s  n e ce ssa ry  e v o lu t io n ."1° Marx based  h is  c r i t i q u e ,  
re v o lu tio n a ry  p h ilo so p h y , and d i a l e c t i c a l  m a te r ia lism  on th e  r o le  th a t  
la b o r  p la y s  in  m en 's l i v e s ,  " th e  p ro d u c tiv e  l i f e  i s  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  s p e c ie s .  
I t  i s  l i f e  engendering  l i f e . " H  Using th e s e  component e lem en ts o f  h is  
system  b o th  as  a n a ly t i c a l  d e v ice s  f o r  th e  p a s t  and p r e d ic t iv e  to o ls  f o r  
th e  fu tu r e  Marx is su e d  h is  grand  h i s t o r i c a l  th e o ry  which h e ld  t h a t  c la s s  
r e l a t io n s  and th e  r e l ig i o u s ,  l e g a l ,  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c ia l ,  id eo ­
lo g ic a l  co n cep ts  o f  th e  s u p e rs tru c tu re  a re  based  on th e  p ro d u c tiv e  fo rc e s  
o f  th e  s u b s tru c tu re  in  s o c ie ty .  Thus m an 's h i s to r y  moves in  accordance w ith  
developm ents in  th e  p ro d u c tiv e  fo rc e s  alw ays tow ard a  h ig h e r  in te g r a t io n ,
9Tucker, p h ilo so p h y  And Myth In  K arl Marx,  p .  100.
1PRaymond Aron, Main C u rren ts  In  S o c io lo g ic a l  Thought, t r a n s .  R ichard  
Howard and H elen Weaver (New York: B asic  Books, I n c . ,  1965) ,  I ,  p .  112 .
1'LK arl Marx, Economic And P h ilo so p h ic  M anuscrip ts  o f  l 8Wf, t r a n s .  M artin  
M illig a n  (Moscow: F o re ig n  Language P ub lis 'h ing  ^ o u se , 19^9), p . 7 5 .
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i . e . ,  s y n th e s is ,  o f  freedom  w ith  o c c a s io n a l la p se s  o r  z ig -z a g 3 o f  h is to r y  
and w ith  a p o c a ly p tic  epochs o f  q u a l i t a t iv e  changes o cc u rrin g  p e r io d ic a l ly  
u n t i l  th e  f i n a l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  C ity  o f  God on e a r th —th e  communist 
s o c ie ty .
Communism i s  th e  p o s i t iv e  tran scen d en ce  o f p r iv a te  p ro p e r ty , o f  human 
s e l f  e s tran g em en t, and th e re fo re  i s  th e  r e a l  a p p ro p r ia t io n  o f  th e  human 
essen ce  by and f o r  man; communism th e re fo re  i s  th e  com plete r e tu r n  o f 
man to  h im se lf  a s  a  s o c ia l  ( i . e . ,  human) b e in g —a r e tu r n  become co n sc io u s , 
and accom plished w ith in  th e  e n t i r e  w ealth  o f  p rev io u s  developm ent. This 
communism, as fu lly -d e v e lo p e d  n a tu ra lism , eq u a ls  humanism, am? as f u l l y -  
developed humanism e q u a ls  n a tu ra lism ; i t  i s  th e  genuine r e s o lu t io n  o f  
th e  c o n f l i c t  betw een man and n a tu re  and between man and man—th e  t r u e  
r e s o lu t io n  o f th e  s t r i f e  betw een e x is te n c e  and n e c e s s i ty ,  betw een th e  
in d iv id u a l  and th e  s p e c ie s .  Communism i s  th e  r id d le  o f  h i s to r y  so lv ed , 
and i t  knows i t s e l f  to  be t h i s  s o lu t io n . I 2
M arx 's am bitious s o lu t io n  o f  " th e  r id d le  o f  h is to ry "  aroused  g r e a t  em otional
empathy in  th e  com passionate K azan tzak is in  th e  m id st o f  th e  sq u a lo r
chaos o f  post-W orld  War I  B e r l in .  He w rote h is  f i r s t  w ife , G a le te a , o f
th e  w idespread  m isery ;
w ith  what em otion I  see  th e  peop le  here  s u f f e r in g  from hunger and d e s ­
p a i r .  What m ise ry , my God, and how long w i l l  i t  l a s t ?  Today, f o r  
exam ple, I  went to  buy a  p a p e r , and a  l i t t l e  g i r l  abou t 14 e n te re d  
c a rry in g  on h e r back  a  sack  f u l l  o f  packages. I  approached to  he lp  
h e r  un load  i t ,  b u t I  c o u ld n 't  c a r ry  th e  lo a d . The l i t t l e  g i r l  3m iled , 
b u t h e r body was a lre a d y  deform ed, h e r  sh o u ld e rs  were crooked, h er 
le g s  were l i k e  r e e d s .
Y este rd ay , a  woman was s i t t i n g  on th e  edge o f  th e  s id ew alk , one 
le g  over th e  o th e r ,  and underneath  one could  see  a  h o r r i fy in g  g rey  
p e t t i c o a t ,  and h e r  whole body, up to  th e  n a v e l, s t a r k  naked, she was 
sad  and c y n ic a l  and p a le  from hunger. What a  lu x u ry , r e a l l y ,  t o  con­
c e rn  y o u rs e lf  w ith  shame and nakedness w hile you a re  dy ing  o f  h u n g er/
Such shame o r  modesty i s  re se rv e d  f o r  th e  r i c h .  Oh, how w e ll I  under­
s tan d  t h i s  ' s i s t e r '  o f  our new r e l ig io n  ( r e f .  communism]. I t  would be 
b e t t e r  f o r  th e  e a r th  to  v a n is h . To have th e  firm am ent purged from 
th e  infamy o f  contem porary l i f e . 13
T his d ram atic  com bination o f in te n s e ,  dehum anizing p o v e rty  and M arx 's
12I b id .,  p . 102.
^ L e t t e r s  to  G a le te a , c i t e d  by Savvas, Jo u rn a l o f  Modern L i t e r a tu r e , 
I I  (November 1971) ,  p .  286.
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a p o c a ly p tic  v is io n  d eep ly  in flu e n c e d  K a z an tza k is • view  o f  h i s to r y .  An 
e q u a lly  a p o c a ly p tic  v is io n  to  so lv e  th e  " r id d le  o f  h i s to r y "  by Oswald 
S peng ler was th e  o th e r  p rim ary  sou rce  o f K a za n tza k is ' p h ilo so p h y  o f 
h i s to r y .
S p e n g le r 's  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  m o r ta l i ty  o f c i v i l i z a t i o n s  was th e  g re a t  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  developm ent o f post-W orld  War I  E urope. P re v e la k is  docu­
ments th e  manner in  which K azantzak is was r e p e a te d ly  co n fro n ted  w ith  th e  
id e a :
K azantzakis f e l t  i t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  Germany, d u rin g  th e  t r a g ic  
y ea rs  o f  i n f l a t i o n  and hunger, and he accep ted  i t  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  w ith  
th e  a id  o f S p en g le r. The D eclin e  o f  th e  West ( in  th e  German e d i t io n  
o f 1923) was one o f  th e  books he ’b rought back  on h is  r e tu r n  home.
When French th o u g h t, in  i t s  tu r n ,  to o k  up th e  s u b je c t ,  K azan tzak is— 
who always k ep t a b re a s t  o f  new id e a s  in  F rench  l i t e r a t u r e —was a b le  
t o  p e rce iv e  i t  even more c l e a r ly ,  i n ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  such i l lu m in a tin g  
works as P au l V a le ry 's  P rologue t o  th e  P e rs ia n  L e t te r  ( 1926) ,  G lances 
a t  th e  World Today (1931), and olEEer e s s a la  q u a s i p o l l t l q u e s . " In  
G reece, a l s o ,  K azantzak is saw now and tb e n  t h a t  th e  gloomy p ro g n o s tic  
o f  th e  end o f W estern c i v i l i z a t i o n  was having  an e f f e c t  on th e  s e n s i ­
b i l i t y  and tho u g h t o f  h is  co n tem p o raries— in  a  good many o f  C a v a f is ' 
poems, in  c e r ta in  w r i tin g s  o f  P e tro s  V la s to s  and, l a t e r  on, in  th e  
t r a g e d ie s  o f  S ik e lia n o s  and o th e r  younger w r i te r s .
S peng ler surveyed th e  d e s tr u c t io n  and chaos ram pant in  Europe and p a r t i c ­
u la r ly  h is  n a tiv e  Germany in  th e  war y e a rs  and, draw ing upon a  mass o f 
p s e u d o -s c ie n t i f ic  d a ta ,  argued t h a t  th e  c ra sh in g  wave o f European c u l tu re  
was re c e d in g . In  h is  view  c u l tu re s  a re  as organism s and a re  born  and 
c u l t iv a te d  in  a  p a r t i c u la r  e r a  to  p ass  th ro u g h  s ta g e s  o f  ag ing  u n t i l  d ea th  
a t  which tim e a n o th e r o rgan ism ic  c u l tu re  i s  b o rn . A c u l tu re
grows up in  th e  s o i l  o f  a  p la c e  which can be d e f in e d  w ith  p r e c is io n  
and to  which i t  rem ains as f a i t h f u l  as  a  p l a n t .  A c u l tu re  p e r ish e s  
when th e  so u l has r e a l iz e d  a l l  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  m olding p e o p le s , 
lan g u ag es , r e l ig io u s  system s, a r t s ,  s t a t e s ,  s c ie n c e s ;  i t  r e tu r n s  th e n  
t o  i t s  p r im o rd ia l p sy ch ic  s t a t e .15
1P r e v e la k is ,  Nlkoa Kazantzakis And His Odyssey, p . 6 l .
■^Oswald S pen g ler, The D eclin e  o f  th e  West (German e d i t i o n ) ,  I ,  
pp . 144-45, quoted in  i b i d . ,  p .  60 .
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As one a n a ly s t  observed , I t  was S p e n g le r 's  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  e ra  o f  " in d iv id ­
u a lism , h um an itarian ism , i n t e l l e c t u a l  freedom , sk ep tic ism "  was end ing  
to  be re p la c e d  by an e r a  o f  " r e s t r i c t i o n s  on in d iv id u a l  freedom  . . .  a  
r e v iv a l  o f  f a i t h  . . .  and an  in c re a se  in  th e  use o f  f o r c e . T h i s
c y c l ic a l  th e o ry , once h e ld  in  a n c ie n t G reece, was n o t unique t o  S p en g le r,
b u t was espoused by many o f  th e  le a d in g  th in k e r s  o f  th e  ag e . The E n lig h t­
enment te a c h in g  o f  th e  l i n e a r  p ro g re s s iv e  b e tte rm e n t o f m an's l o t  in  
h is to r y  was w idely  d is c r e d i te d  in  many sch o o ls  o f  tho u g h t by th e  i n t e n s i t y  
o f  d e s tr u c t io n  o f  World War I .  T h is , p lu s  n o s ta lg ia  f o r  a  s im p le r  ag e , 
in c re a s in g  aw areness o f  th e  v a lu e s  o f  a l i e n  c u l tu r e s  a cc ru in g  from  com­
p a ra t iv e  an th ropo logy , and th e  r e a c t io n  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  r a t io n a lis m , made 
f o r  a  conducive c lim a te  f o r  S p e n g le r 's  th e o ry . H is work re c e iv e d  much 
a t te n t io n  and was th e  f i r s t  o f  "a s e r i e s  o f novel and u n c la s s i f ia b le  
w r itin g s  t h a t  have seemed t o  mark th e  end o f  a  c u l tu r a l  e p o c h . K a z a n t ­
z a k is  was one o f th o se  who acclaim ed  S peng ler and many y e a rs  l a t e r  echoed
th e  German h i s to r i a n ;  "Whatever s p i r i t  t h i s  world once p o ssessed  was
expended in  c re a t in g  a  b r i l l i a n t  c i v i l i z a t i o n —id e a s ,  r e l ig io u s ,  a r t s  and 
c r a f t s ,  s c ie n c e s , d eed s . Now t h i s  w orld has v en ted  i t s  s t r e n g th ." 1** The 
so u rces  o f  K a za n tza k is ' th e o ry  o f th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age were th e n : ( i )  h is  
in n a te  m y s tic a l  le a n in g s ; (2 ) th o se  d e c is iv e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  p e rso n a l,  and 
r e l ig io u s  s te p s  he found so im p o rtan t; ( 3 ) a p o c a ly p tic  e s c h a to lo g ic .i l
^ T a l c o t t  P a rso n s , The S tru c t  tire o f  S o c ia l A ction  (2d e d . ;  G lencoe, 
I l l i n o i s ,  19^9), P« 179, quoted in  Hughes, C onsciousness And S o c ie ty , p .  378.
^ i b i d . ,  p .  378.
•^^K azantzakis, R ep o rt, p .  *»20. G a sse t, The R evo lt o f  The M asses, p .  196 , 
s e e s  t h i s  w orld c r i s i s  as  th e  "d em o ra liza tio n ^  o f  Europe d e r iv in g  from  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  " l i f e  to -d a y  i s  th e  f r u i t  o f  an ln terrugnum  o f  an empty space 
betw een two o rg a n iz a tio n s  o f h i s t o r i c a l  r u le —th a t  which was, t h a t  which 
i s  to  b e ."  This p ro v is io n a l  n a tu re  o f  G a s s e t 's  w orld has many im p lic a tio n s
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Marxism; (h ) and, a p o c a ly p tic  c y c l ic a l  S peng lerism . K azantzak is re so lv e d
in  p r a c t i c a l  fa sh io n  th e  c o n tr a d ic t io n  between th e se  l a s t  two most
im p o rtan t so u rc e s—th a t  c o n f l ic t  be in g  M arx 's l i n e a r  view  and S p e n g le r 's
c y c l ic a l  view —by see in g  th e  communists as on ly  tem porary , although
im p o rtan t, v i c to r s  in  h i s to r y .  W ith th e se  so u rces  in  mind l e t  us tu r n
t o  th e  causes and symptoms which K azantzakis p e rc e iv ed  as m a n ife s tin g
th e  d e a th  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .
The causes o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  predicam ent as p e rc e iv e d  by K azantzakis
a re  m u lt i fo ld  w ith  th e  d i s p a r i t y  between m ankind 's mind and so u l be in g
one o f  th e  p rim ary  c a u se s . D ecrying th e  p a u c ity  o f  th e  m oral re so u rc e s  o f
mankind ev idenced  by H i t l e r i a n  genocide—w ith  s ix  m il l io n  Jews dead in
gas cham bers, by American bombing o f H iroshim a and N agasaki—w ith  u n to ld
d ead , and by s im i la r  b r u ta l i z in g  and dehum anizing d e g ra d a tio n s  t o  which
man had s tooped  in  h is  savage b a t t l e  f o r  dom ination , K azantzak is s ta te d
in  an e ssa y  in  1946 h is  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  c h ie f  danger in  th e  w orld i s  th a t
th e  mind o f contem porary man has developed f a r  more r a p id ly  anc in te n ­
s iv e ly  th a n  h is  s o u l .  Mind has conquered th e  cosmic fo rc e s  anc p laced  
them a t  th e  d is p o s a l  o f  man, who has n o t y e t  a t ta in e d  t h a t  m o rtl 
m a tu r i ty  to  use them f o r  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  w o r ld 's  peace and p ro s ­
p e r i t y .  There i s  a  la c k  o f  b a lan ce  and harmony betw een m an's i n t e l ­
l e c tu a l  and m oral developm ent.19
In  "The Im m ortal F ree  S p i r i t  o f  Man" K azantzakis i s  concerned w ith  th e
r e c o n s tru c t io n  and overcoming o f  th e se  fo rc e s  which th r e a te n  c i v i l i z a t i o n .
He d e s c r ib e s  a gap , an ab y ss , which must be tra n scen d ed  by c i v i l i z a t i o n
f o r  man. S ince such p ro v is io n ism  le a d s  t o  an unguided, ru d d e r le s s , p u b lic  
l i f e ,  men a re  u n c e r ta in  what to  th in k ,  what to  do , how t o  a c t .  There i s  
no "programme," t o  use one o f G a s s e t 's  f a v o r i t e  w ords, which le n d s  credence 
t o  a c t io n s ,  g iv e s  e x p e c ta tio n s  t o  th e  f u tu r e ,  and g iv e s  connectedness to  
th e  p a s t .  In  such a  s i t u a t i o n  "men do n o t know what i n s t i t u t i o n s  1.0 
se rv e  in  t r u t h ;  women do n o t knpw what ty p e  o f men th e y  in  t r u t h  p r e f e r ."
19K azantzakis, L ife  And L e tte r s , L (September 1946), p . 124.
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o r  i t s  l i f e  w i l l  be e x tin g u ish e d . B e liev in g  th a t  beh ind  ev e ry  econom ic,
r e l ig io u s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  movement th e re  l i e s  a  g re a t  m oral p a ss io n
K azan tzak is  argues t h a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  must o f  n e c e s s i ty  be based  on bo th
i n t e l l e c t u a l  and m oral m a tu r i ty  o r  i t  w i l l  succumb t o  th e  in n e r  b a rb a r ia n s .
The re v e rs e  o ccu rred  in  th e  M iddle Ages, acco rd in g  t o  K azan tzak is , when
th e  E a s te rn  s o c ie t i e s  whose m oral developm ent had o u td is ta n c e d  t h e i r
i n t e l l e c t u a l  developm ent succumbed to  b a rb a r ia n  in v a s io n s . A r e la te d
cause o f th e  w orld c r i s e s  was, f o r  K azan tzak is , th e  o p p re ss io n  o f  s p i r i t
and s p i r i t u a l  v a lu e s  by m a tte r  and m a t e r i a l i s t i c  v a lu e s .  Hadgopoulos
d is c u s s e s  K az a n tz a k is ' sym bolic tre a tm e n t o f  t h i s  theme in  term s of h is
c o n tr a s t in g  im agery o f H elen, who ep ito m izes  s p i r i t ,  and E ro s , who
ep ito m izes  m a tte r .  H e le n 's  r o le  in  K azan tzak is ' w orld view  i s
th a t  o f  i n s a t i a b i l i t y ,  b o th  in  c r e a t io n  and in  d e s tr u c t io n ;  she i s  
th e  b ew itch in g  fo rc e  t h a t  le a d s  m ankind 's s p i r i t  to  s t r u g g le . Her 
c o u n te rp a r t ,  h e r o p p o s ite  i s  E ro s , t h a t  im petus which becomes 
enchanted  as soon as i t  c a s ts  i t s  g lan ce  on m a tte r  and th e n  lo rg s  to  
im press i t s  f e a tu r e s  upon i t .^0
B e a u ti fu l  H elen, th e  g u id in g  concept o r  id e a l  o f s p i r i t u a l  ascendence, i s  
m ired , in  K az an tz a k is ' ey es , in  th e  chaos o f th e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  W est; "M ater­
i a l i s t i c  e x p la n a tio n s , which a re  s o l id  enough as f a r  as th e y  go , a re  used 
t o  in te g r a te  a l l  human e x p e r ie n c e , a lthough  th e y  a re  u t t e r l y  l im ite d  in  
sco p e ."21  Such an e th o s  f a i l s  t o  ad d ress  i t s e l f  t o  th e  h ig h e r  nee&a o f  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  and f a i l s  to  f u l f i l l  th e  n o b le r a s p ir a t io n s  o f  th e  human so u l 
f o r  a  " C iv i l iz a t io n  can r e s t  on ly  on s p i r i t u a l  fo u n d a t io n s ."22 Orthodox 
communism's m a t e r i a l i s t i c  o r ie n ta t io n  p la y s  a  m ajor r o le  in  K azan tzak is '
20Hadgopoulos, "O dysseus' Choice: A Comparison And C o n tra s t o f Works
by A lb e rt Camus and Nikos K azan tzak is” (U npublished Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ) ,  
p p . 35-36.
21K azan tzak is , Toda Raba, p .  I l 6 .
22K azantzakis, L ife  And L e tte r s , L (September 19b6), p . 124.
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e v e n tu a l  d is i l lu s io n m e n t w ith  th e  S o v ie t e x p e r ie n c e .
A f u r th e r  cause o f  th e  w o rld 's  m ala ise  d e r iv e s  from  K a z a n tz a k is ' 
concep t o f  God as  th e  I n v is ib le  e v e r -p e r fe c t in g  Good moving always tow ard 
d i v i n i t y .  P h ra s in g  t h i s  in  M arxian term s K azantzak is a rgues t h a t  th e  mys­
t i c a l  l i f e  f o r c e ,  th e  I n v is ib le ,  no lo n g e r  r e s id e s ,  as i t  once d id ,  w ith  
th e  b o u rg eo is  b u t r e s t s  w ith  a  v i t a l  new group , " th e  w orking c la s s :  w orkers,
fa rm e rs , p eo p le  p ro d u c tiv e  in  th e  s p i r i t . "  He t e l l s  h is  f e l lo w s ;
We a re  c o n fro n tin g  a  s p e c ta c le ,  th e  l i k e s  o f  which can be observed  a t  
th e  end o f  ev ery  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  A s in g le  c l a s s — in  th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g , 
i t  was th e  p r i e s t s  and th e  m ag ic ian s, th e n  th e  k in g s , th e n  th e  fe u d a l 
lo r d s ,  th e n  th e  b o u rg eo is—assumes power, a f t e r  s h a t te r in g  th e  p reced in g  
c l a s s .  Then, a f t e r  a  tim e , when i t  to o  has p a s s e d .a l l  th e  phases 
o f  th e  h ig h  p o in t  and th e  d e c l in e ,  an o th e r c la s s  comes ( f a te d  t o  
fo llo w  th e  same curve) and ta k e s  i t s  p la c e .  Such i s  th e  u n d u la tin g  
p a t t e r n  o f  h is to r y .^ 3
B ut, in  th e  fa c e  o f  co n c lu s iv e  h i s t o r i c a l  ev id en ce , th e  b o u rg eo sie  r e s i s t
a ttem p tin g  t o  p re se rv e  t h e i r  p o s i t io n  o f  power. T h e ir  w orld i s  c rtm b lin g
because on an e m p ir ic a l  b a s is  i t s  p re d a to ry  in d iv id u a lism , in e q u i t i e s  o f
w e a lth , o rg an ized  v io le n c e  and in j u s t i c e ,  e t c . ,  no lo n g e r  s u f f ic e  f o r  th e
s o c ia l  e n t i t y ,  and because on a  norm ative b a s is  th e r e  i s  no u n ify in g  Id ea
o r  P a ss io n  t o  le a d  men f o r  th e  Id e a  has passed  a t  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  ju n c tu re
t o  th e  working c l a s s .  C ounseling  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t h a t  when th e  o ld  law s o r
molds o f  l i f e  no lo n g e r  ennoble m en 's so u l man must c r e a te  new ones , new
form s, K azan tzak is adds t o  h is  te a c h in g s  o f  lo v e  o f  l i b e r t y  and sc o rn  o f
m o r ta l i ty  a  N ie tzsch ean  c ry ; smash "even th e  most s a c ro sa n c t o f  th e  o ld
molds when th e y  a re  unab le t o  c o n ta in  you any lo n g e r .  "2**- K azan tzak is  h e re
ta k e s  a  M arx ist l i n e  y e t he i s  u l t im a te ly  saved from dogm atic f a n a tic is m
by h is  v e ry  c o n s is te n c y  in  adhering  t o  h i s  system  f o r  t o  him th e  u n d u la tin g
2 3 K azan tzak is , "A pology," H. K azan tzak is , Nikos K azan tzak is , p p . 565-6 6 .
2 S c a z a n tz a k is , R ep o rt,  p . UUO.
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rhythm o f  h i s to r y ,  th e  movement o f  th e  I n v is ib le ,  never c e a s e s , i . e . ,  
th e  w orld d i a l e c t i c  does n o t s to p  w ith  communism.25
A lthough th e  d i s p a r i t y  o f mind and s o u l,  w idespread m a te r ia lis m , 
and c la s s  c o n f ro n ta tio n  a re  s ig n i f i c a n t  causes o f th e  c r i s i s  o f  c i v i ­
l i z a t i o n  th e r e  i s ,  in  K azantzakis*  view , a  more p e rv a s iv e  and Im portan t 
c a u se . T h is i s  th e  n ih i l is m  a r i s in g  from th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  " a n c ie n t 
myths a re  dead I M ankind's agony in  c o n fro n tin g  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  
ev idence o f  th e  p a u c ity  o f  th e  Ju d e a o -C h ris tia n  w orld-view  g iv e s  r i s e  
t o  n ih i l is m ;
in  g e n e ra l  our age s t i l l  c l in g s  to  a  l e f to v e r  e th i c a l  system  based  on 
th e  C h r is t ia n  co n cep tio n  o f  an o rd e re d , b en ig n , p r o v id e n t ia l  u n iv e rse .
. . • T h is  c o n d itio n  in  which men apprehend th e  antinom y betw een id e a ls  
and r e a l i t y  i s  a  s ic k n e s s ,  indeed  th e  s ic k n e ss  o f  o u r age , th e  mal 
de s l e c l e .  I t  was p e rce iv ed  by N ie tzsch e  even b e fo re  i t  had advanced 
t o  i t 's  p re s e n t  c r i t i c a l  s t a t e ,  and i s  th e  background t o  b o th  th e  
n e g a tiv e  and th e  p o s i t iv e  a s p e c ts  o f  h is  th o u g h t. The name o f 
t h i s  s ic k n e ss  i s  n ih i l i s m .2 *
T his s ic k n e ss  o f  d e s p a ir  a r i s in g  from  th e  c la s h  betw een th e  in c re a s in g
im petus o f  s c ie n tism  and th e  a c c e le r a t in g  lo s s  o f  f a i t h  g iv e s  r i s e ,  in
K azantzakis*  th o u g h t, t o  im p o rtan t h i s t o r i c a l - p o l i t i c a l  consequences.
Although he never s y s te m a tic a l ly  developed t h i s  p e n e tr a t in g  in s ig h t  re g a rd in g
th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  W estern w orld K azan tzak is h i t  upon one o f th e  c e n tr a l
them es u n d e rly in g  contem porary c i v i l i z a t i o n  and th o u g h t. T h is  i s  so
because hope in  th e  modern w orld has been  fo rm u la ted  and channeled  p r im a r i ly
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  in  Toda Raba, p p . 39-1*0, has M ikhailov ich  sa y , 'I  a ls o  
know what you Communists do n o t know and do n o t d a re  t o  know; t h a t  as soon 
as  th e  a t ta c k e r s  g e t  th e  power—th e  t a b l e —th e y  to o  w i l l  s t a r t  t o  g e t 
f a t  and p a ra ly z e d . And o th e r  hungry , s u f f e r in g  m asses w i l l  r i s e  on e a r th  
a g a in . So w i l l  waves o f  human b e in g s  r i s e  and f a l l  in  an un ceasin g  rhythm 
u n t i l  th e  end o f  t im e . T h a t 's  what I  know, oh, you l i t t l e  p r a c t i c a l  s o u ls ."
^ K a z a n tz a k is , quoted  in  H. K azan tzak is , Nikos K azan tzak is , p .  3**2*
2^K azan tzak is , "F red rich  N ie tz s c h e 's  P h ilosophy  o f Law and th e  S ta t e ,"  
c i te d  by B ien , J o u rn a l  o f  Modern L i te r a tu r e ,  I I  (November 1971)> PP* 253-5^»
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in  th e  te rm s , sym bols, and m iranda o f  W estern Ju d e a o -C h ris tia n  God- 
c u l tu r e . The e le m e n ta l fa s h io n  in  which th e  C h r is t ia n  myth has in flu e n c e d  
m en 's c a p a c ity  f o r  hope o r  d e s p a ir  has been th rough  i t s  te a c h in g s  o f 
g ra c e , s a lv a t io n ,  and a  p e r f e c t  o rd e r .  These p o s ite d  en d /g o a ls  o f in d iv id u a l  
human e a r th ly  e x is te n c e  a re  t o  be r e a l iz e d  in  th e  Heavenly C ity  o f God and 
w ith  th e  Second Coming whereby th e  r e ig n  o f  goodness, j u s t i c e ,  and love  
w i l l  be e s ta b l is h e d  on e a r th ,  o n ly —acco rd in g  to  C h r is t ia n  te a c h in g —a f t e r  
a  p ro g re s s iv e  b e tte rm e n t m o ra lly , s o c ia l ly ,  and in  a l l  o th e r  ways, o f 
hum anity in  h i s to r y .  I t  i s  w ith  t h i s  in tro d u c tio n  in to  th e  co n sc io u sn ess  
o f  h u m an ity 's  l i f e  h is to r y  o f  th e  n o tio n  o f  an e s c h a to lo g ic a l  l i n e a r  
movement w ith  an a p o c a ly p tic  en d /g o a l t o  be f a i t h f u l l y  b e lie v e d  in  and 
adhered t o  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i ty  k in d led  th e  embers o f hope in  m en 's b r e a s t s .
B u t, as has become in c re a s in g ly  e v id e n t in  th e  contem porary w orld o f  th e  
u n b e lie v e rs ,  th e r e  i s  in h e re n t in  th e  combining o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y 's  e i h i c a l /  
m oral te a c h in g s  w ith  a  l i n e a r  view  o f h i s to r y  dangerous im p lic a tio n s  f o r  
p o l i t i c s .  These a r i s e  from th e  p o te n t i a l  consequences o f : (1 ) i f  one,
e . g . ,  Marx, were t o  k i l l  th e  a n c ie n t myth and y e t r e t a i n  th e  J u d e a o -C h ris tia n  
e s c h a to lo g ic a l  and h o p e fu l h i s t o r i c  sense  th e n  would th e  new God-man be le d  
t o  a ttem p t t o  b r in g  ab o u t, w ith  a l l  th e  a b so lu te  freedom  and powers a t  h is  
d is p o s a l  in  a  G odless w orld , h i s  own v e r s io n  o f  a b so lu te  j u s t i c e ,  o rd e r , 
and m o ra li ty ? ;  (2) i f  one, e . g . ,  N ie tz sch e , were to  deny th e  J u d e a o -C h ris tia n  
myth w ith  i t s  h y p o th e s is  o f  th e  p ro g re s s iv e  b e tte rm e n t o f th e  human s i tu a t io n  
would h e , in  h is  d e s p a ir  and n ih i l is m  engendered by th e  m ean in g lessn ess  o f 
h i s  p red icam en t, v e n t h is  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  f re n z y , and rag e  in  d e s tr u c t io n ,  
t e r r o r ,  ^nd n i h i l i s t i c  m urder. Prom th e se  o b se rv a tio n s  one d isc o v e rs  th a t  
in  th e  d e s p a ir /h o p e le s sn e s s  ex p erien ced  by mankind when i t  awoke to  th e  
d e a th  o f th e  "a n c ie n t myth" l i e s  b o th  Immense c r e a t iv e  and immense d e s tr u c t iv e
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p o t e n t i a l .  Man can su rre n d e r  to  th e  o p p ress iv en ess  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l
p red icam ent and, in  p a ra n o ia  and f u t i l i t y ,  t u r n  t o  n i h i l i s t i c  d e s t r u c t io n .
Man can s u rre n d e r  t o  th e  o p p ress iv en ess  o f th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p red icam ent and,
in  weakness and need , tu r n  t o  v a r io u s  r e l ig io n s  o f h i s to r y  f o r  su cco r and
a u th o r i ty .  Or mankind can p e rs e rv e re  i n  th e  fa c e  o f  m ean in g lessn ess , can
wrench hope from  h o p e le ssn e ss , can c r e a te  meaning in  th e  w orld . Man can
e i t h e r  b e tr a y  o r b e a r ,  in  D ie t r ic h  B o n h o e ffe r 's  p h ra se , th e  "c o s t o f
d i s c i p l e s h i p . " That i s ,  he can  b e a r  th e  c ro ss  o f  d e a th  w ith  d ig n i ty ,
f a i t h ,  and an accep tan ce  o f th e  u n i ty  which t h i s  c ro ss  co n fe rs  on man
w ith  men. Or, he can  succumb t o  th o se  who, l i k e  H i t l e r ,  b e tr a y  th a t  c o u rse .
T h is c ro ss  o f  d e a th , K a za n tz ak is ' ab y ss , can be n o t th e  end b u t th e
b e g in n in g . The A n ti-C h r is t  re c o g n iz in g  t h i s  " f ig h ts  th e  c ro ss  w ith
p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  ideology."**® The d i s c ip le s  r e j e c t  t h i s ,  look
f irm ly  a t  th e  v o id , accep t as  C h r is t  d id  th e  burden o f  th e  C ro ss, fjxl
g lo r io u s ly  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  s e l f  by  r e s o lu te ly  e n te r in g  th e  f r a y  f o r
m ankind. They c u l t iv a te  th e  c r e a t iv e  energy  o f  freedom  and emphasize
w ith  K azan tzak is  t h a t
i t  i s  our d u ty  t o  s ta r e  a t  th e  abyss . • . w ith  d ig n i ty  and f a i t h .  To 
be su re  th e  p re s e n t  moment and th e  one im m ediately  ahead a re  h o r r i ­
fy in g  and w i l l  become in c re a s in g ly  s o . . . .  But th e  moment f u r th e r
on in  th e  d is ta n c e  w i l l  be u t t e r l y  b r i l l i a n t .  I 'm  c e r t a in  t h a t  th e
human sp e c ie s  has no t y e t re v e a le d  a l l  i t s  r ic h  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s .  The 
b e l ly  o f  th e  e a r th  i s  s t i l l  f u l l  o f  e g g s .^9
F u r th e r ,  "The anguish  which a t  p re s e n t  g r ip s  ev e ry  man w orthy o f  th e  name
i s  l in e d  w ith  a  g r e a t  hope, more p r e c i s e ly ,  w ith  a  g r e a t  assu ran ce : E v il
always ends up by succumbing t o  th e  slow b u t su re  om nipotence o f  th e  G ood."3°
2 ® D ietrich  B onhoeffer, The C ost o f D is c ip le s h ip , t r a n s .  R . H. F u l le r  
w ith  Foreword by G. K. A- B e l l  ami A Memoir by G. I e ib h o lz .  ( r e v .  e d . ;
New York: The M acMillan Company, 1949), P* 121.
^^K azan tzak is , L e t te r  t o  B o rje  Knos, 1950, H. K azan tzak is , Nikos K azant­
z a k is , p .  491*
3 °K azan tzak is , Acceptance Address t o  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  Peace Committee 
i n  V ienna, 1956, quoted  in  i b i d . ,  pp . 544-45.
K az an tz ak is ' p e rc e p tio n  t h a t  th e  "p re se n t moment and th e  one Im m ediately 
ahead a re  h o r r i fy in g  and w i l l  become in c re a s in g ly  so" i s  borne o u t by re c e n t 
e v e n ts .  We have f a i l e d  in  th e  p re se n t age in  uphold ing  th e  d ig n i ty  and. s p i r ­
i t u a l  d u ty  o f man. We have w itn essed  th e  id io c ie s  o f n a tio n s  in  a  "co ld  w ar,"  
have l iv e d  w ith  th e  c o n s ta n t knowledge and consequent f e a r  t h a t  man may a t  
any tim e succumb to  h is  f r a t r i c i d a l  u rg in g s  and blow th e  w orld t o  n o th in g n ess , 
have endured th e  u n b e liev a b le  h o rro rs  and in h u m an ities  c a r r ie d  o u t by ;he 
w o r ld 's  most pow erfu l n a tio n  a g a in s t  a  p r im it iv e  peop le  o f an o th e r c u l tu r e ,  and 
co n seq u en tly  f in d  K azan tzak is ' wrenching and e x h a u s tiv e ly  h o p efu l c ry  ::’o r  s tr e n g th ,  
courage, and p e rse rv e re n c e  an in c re a s in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  burden t o  b e a r .  F or th o se  
who have s u ffe re d  th e  v io le n c e  o f  b ig o try ,  th e  to t a l i t a r i a n i s m  o f  te c h  aology and 
b u reau cracy , th e  c u rio u s  and d ead ly  lo g ic  o f  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  f e a r ,  id eo lo g y , 
and em otionalism  p e rp e tra te d  on a  worldwide s c a le  in  th e  name o f p ro g re s s , 
commerce, and c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  K azan tzak is ' th e o ry  o f a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age of h is to r y  
c h a ra c te r iz e d  by d e s p a ir  seems a l l  to o  a c c u ra te .  They wonder w ith  K azan tzak is 
no t o n ly  how long  such a  c i v i l i z a t i o n  w i l l  endure b u t even w hether in  f a c t  i t  
should  en d u re . Many f a i t h s ,  hopes, v a lu e -sy s tem s o f th e  p a s t  c e n tu ry  having 
f a i l e d  where does mankind lo o k  f o r  so la c e  and in s p ir a t io n ?  I f  i n  th e  West th e  
answer t o  K azan tzak is ' c r i t iq u e  i s  d i s t r e s s in g ;  and i f  a l ie n a t io n ,  i s o la t io n ,  
f u t i l i t y ,  and f r u s t r a t i o n  perm eate and c ircu m scrib e  th e  d a y -to -d a y  e x is te n c e  
o f W estern man, where does th e  sou rce  o f  r e s o lu t io n  o f t h i s  b le a k  h i s t o r i c a l  
p red icam ent l i e ?  The m ajor v e h ic le  t o  which tw e n tie th  cen tu ry  man h a s , in  
K az an tz ak is ' v iew , a t ta c h e d  h is  hopes f o r  d e liv e ra n c e  has been s c ie n c e .
Science As Deliverance
Through a  thorough c r i t iq u e  o f sc ie n c e  as an avenue o f d e liv e ra n c e  
from th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p redicam ent K azantzak is a r r iv e d  a t  a  p o s i t io n  a t  
odds w ith  th e  m ainstream  o f W estern th o u g h t. He f in d s  t h a t  th e  uses t o  
which sc ie n c e  have been p u t and th e  rea so n s  beh ind  such u t i l i z a t i o n  may 
s p e l l  doom r a th e r  th a n  d e l iv e ra n c e . The c e n t r a l  purpose o f  K azantz& kis' 
exam ination  was t o  s e t  f o r th  an e x p l ic a t io n  o f th e  r e s u l t s  which have 
accrued  from  th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l - s c ie n t i f ic  e th o s .  Once th e s e  r e s u l t s  
have been d e f in e d  th e y  a re  th e n  ex p lo red  f o r  c a u s a l i ty ,  m eaning, and 
im p o rt. According t o  K azantzakis th e  dom inant s o c ie ta l  developm ents 
d e r iv e d  from s c ie n t i f i c - te c h n o lo g ic a l  a d u la tio n  have been: ( l )  ex cesses
in  f u l f i l l i n g  th e  b a s ic  " o u te r”, needs, i . e . ,  m a te r ia l  goods, le a d in g  to  
a s i t u a t io n  where th e s e  needs a re  a l l -d e te rm in a n t  w ith  a  consequent dead­
en ing  o f  th e  c r e a t iv e  d e s ir e s  o f man and a  la c k  o f a s p i r e t io n a l  c h a lle n g e s ; 
(2 ) f a i l u r e  o f th e  s c i e n t i f i c  e th o s , which d es tro y e d  much o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
v ia b le  a u th o r i ty  o f th e  C h r is t ia n  myth, t o  supp ly  a  new norm ative m y th -id ea l 
because o f i t s  concern  w ith  e m p ir ic a l f a c t  r a th e r  th a n  v a lu e s  and m orals 
and, in  t h i s  anorm ative vacuum, th e  r i s e  t o  th e  fo re  o f  th e  tem p o ra l le a d e r s ,  
e . g . ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  te c h n ic ia n s ,  econom ists , e t c . ,  w hile th e  s p i r i t u a l ,  
a r t i s t i c ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  le a d e r s  go unheeded; (3 ) th e  obvious f a c t ,  as 
th e  cum ulative im port o f  th e se  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  p o r tr a y ,  t h a t  th e  good l i f e  
o f  th e  p o l i s  cannot be c o n s tru c te d  s o le ly  on th e  b a s is  o f  s c i e n t i f i c - r a t i o n -  
a lism ; (4) tech n ic ism  has g iv en  r i s e  t o  a  new b a rb a rism .
Kazantzakis' was a forceful voice raised in defense of man against the 
often inhumane forms which scientific "progress” was takLng throughout the
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worldo His a t ta c k  on t h i s  f r o n t  was tw o fo ld . He le v e l le d  h is  c r i t ic i s m s  
a t  th e  a r t i f i c i a l  needs which were c re a te d  by an in c re a s in g ly  s c i e n t i f i c -  
t e c h n o lo g ic a l - in d u s t r ia l  c u l tu re  and which le d  man from  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f 
h is  h ig h e r , s p i r i t u a l  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  th ro u g h  d iv e r t in g  h is  a t t e n t io n  from 
th e  r e a l  v a lu e s  o f l i f e ;  and he condemned th e  dehum anizing manner iiv which 
s c i e n t i f i c  and te c h n o lo g ic a l  in n o v a tio n s  were u t i l i z e d  to  produce th e s e  
m a te r ia l  "n e e d s ."  At f i r s t  g lan ce  one i s  tem pted t o  r e j e c t  K az an tz ak is ' 
c r i t ic i s m s  f o r  on th e  s u p e r f i c i a l  l e v e l  th e y  seem m erely  a t a v i s t i c ,  and 
th e r e fo r e ,  to  a  la rg e  e x te n t u s e le s s .  His i n t e r e s t  in  and lo v e  o f  n a tu re  
p lu s  h is  p e r io d ic  a s c e tic ism  coupled  w ith  h is  obvious p r im itiv ism  have le d  
to  t h i s  m is in te r p r e ta t io n  o f K azan tzak is . However, upon c lo s e r  s c ru t in y ,  
one d is c e rn s  t h a t  K azan tzak is was n o t condemning s c i e n t i f i c - i n d u s t r i a l  
p ro g re ss  p e r  s e ,  f o r  he acknowledged t h a t  " to  tu r n  backward i s  u to p ia n ,"31 
b u t r a th e r  was a t ta c k in g  what he saw as a  p e rv e rs io n  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and 
an e v e r - in c re a s in g  subm ersion o f th e  in d iv id u a l  to  te c h n o lo g ic a l  f o r c e s .
As i s  ev id e n t from th e  b r i e f e s t  su rvey  o f K a za n tz ak is ' w r i t in g s ,  he 
condemned many o f th e  modes o f p ro d u c tio n  o f te c h n o lo g ic a l  s o c ie ty ,  b u t 
no t from th e  p o s i t io n  th a t  th e y  were in h e re n t ly  th re a te n in g  to  man. What 
K azantzakis r a i l e d  a g a in s t  as he to u re d  th e  E n g lish  c i t i e s  in  th e  mid-19140's 
was t h a t  th e  "machines had trium phed . . . .  In  h is  en thusiasm  over h is  
p o sse ss io n  o f  h is  new iro n  s la v e s ,  th e  man o f th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , 
k in d led  by i r r a t i o n a l  hopes and n a iv e  optim ism , had rushed  headlong to  
conquer m a tte ro "3 2 T h is was th e  wrong, th e  p e rv e rs io n  th a t  had deluded  man
■ ^K azantzak is, L e t te r  t o  P ie r r e  S igxrlo t, 195^, H. K azan tzak is , Nlkos 
K azan tzak is , p .  529 . In  England (New York: Simon and S c h u s te r , I n c . ,  1965) ,
p . i l l ,  K azan tzak is observes t h a t  a ttem p ts  to  tu r n  back from th e  p re se n t 
and fu tu r e  a re  "va in  ro m a n tic iz in g  and n o s ta lg ia ."
32I b id .,  p . 93.
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in to  s c ie n t i f i c - te c h n o lo g ic a l  enslavem en t. K azantzak is d id  n o t re p u d ia te
th e  p o s s ib le  ad v an tag es, though so d e a r ly  bough t, which th e  s c i e n t i f i c
mind o f mankind o f f e r s .  Indeed , he b e lie v e d  t h a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  b eg in s
on ly  when th o se  o u te r ,  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  needs o f  man a re  p ro v id ed  and th e re
i s  occasio n  f o r  l e i s u r e ,  a r t ,  m usic , s p o r t—a l l  th e  e lem ents o f  c u l tu r e .
K azantzakis tu rn s  t o  th e  a rch e ty p e  o f th e  s c i e n t i f i c  man, Prom etheus, to
e x p la in  t h i s  b e l i e f .  Prom etheus, a f t e r  te a c h in g  man how to  o rd e r  phenomena
and conquer th e  m a te r ia l  w orld , i s  asked to  te a c h  men music and ans^rers:
Holy moment t h a t  I  have d e s ir e d  f o r  y e a rs !  Now 
my com plete work i s  crowned . . . .  T i l l  now, b en t 
over w ith  e f f o r t ,  I  ta u g h t you th e  to o ls  o f  peace o r 
war—how t o  save th e  p a le  body from th e  w ild  b e a s ts :  
th e  f r o s t  and th e  s ic k n e s s .  We c o u ld n 't  sp a re  th e  
space o f  a  b r e a th  to  p la y  on th e  g r a s s .  Yoked a l l  
day t o  w ild  n e c e s s i ty ,  we h a d n 't  tim e , c a r e le s s ,  
to  r a i s e  our h e a r ts  and eyes on h ig h . We must l i v e !
We must l i v e !  God surrounded us t o  devour u s! But 
now, you b le s s e d  brave h e a r t  o f  la b o r in g  mankind, 
we have passed  beyond n e c e s s i ty  and b re a th ed  th e  
f r e e  a i r  o f  b eau ty  . . . .  We have l e f t  from th e  
an im al, a  new l ig h t -b a th e d  p a th  s t r e tc h e s  b e fo re  us 
to  c a r ry  us from th e  anim al t o  hum an ity .33
M erely a t t a in in g  th e  p la te a u  o f  o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  c u l tu re  i s  n o t enough
however. The c r u c ia l  is s u e  i s  th e  g o a l t o  which th e  l e i s u r e  tim e i s  s p e n t.
Along with the cultural liberation of freedom from want promised by rational
s c ie n tism , we have found t h a t ,  in  K azantzakis* view , r a th e r  th a n  m erely
m eeting m a t e r i a l i s t i c  needs we have c re a te d  an immoral m a t e r i a l i s t i c  c u l tu re
which le a d s  man t o  th e  subm ission  o f  th e  s p i r i t  t o  th e  f3.esh. T h is  i s
what K azantzak is means by h i s  c u rio u s  e la b o ra t io n  on a  q u o ta tio n  from
f Henry M ille r  concern ing  p o v e rty  in  G reece; "P overty , when i t  i s  n o t
ex c ess iv e  and does n o t re a ch  th e  p o in t  o f  hunger and m ise ry , i s  re a L ly  w ell
s u i te d  t o  any people o r  any in d iv id u a l  av erse  to  w eigh ting  th e  s p i r i t  down
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  "Prometheus T r i lo g y ,"  quoted in  King, "K azan tzak is ' 
Prometheus T rilo g y : The Id eas  And T h e ir  D ram atic R enderIng" (UnpubLished
Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ) ,  p .  8U.
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w ith  th e  f l e s h .  The s a t i a t i o n  o f man in  advanced te c h n o lo g ic a l  
s o c ie ty  has g iv en  r i s e  t o  a  s i tu a t io n  in  which man no lo n g e r  s tru g g le s  
to  r e le a s e  th e  d iv in e  elem ent o f h is  b e in g —th a t  s p i r i t u a l  n o b i l i ty  which 
to  K azantzakis i s  th e  Cry o f  God and m an's e v o lu tio n  w ith in  each man.
He has succumbed under th e  p a te rn a lism  o f th e  s c ie n t i f ic - te c h n o lo g ic a l  
s o c ie ty  to  th e  s ta g n a tio n  o f  th e  s ta tu s  quo. K azantzak is d e s c r ib e s  th i s  
deadening  o f th e  in n e r  s tru g g le  from England; "our own s p i r i t s  a re  f a r  
more in s a t i a b l e ,  f a r  c lo s e r  to  th e  abyss th an  th e  E n g lish . Here one f in d s  
a g re a t  w eariness and much c o n tro l—c o n tro l  t h a t  i s  n o t th e  outcome o f 
some g re a t  fo rc e  c o n tr o l l in g  i t s e l f  b u t o f weakness t h a t  i s  e a s i ly  c o n tro l ­
l a b l e .  "35
A s t r i k in g ly  s im i la r  a lth o u g h  more e m p iric a l a n a ly s is  o f  t h i s  p o in t 
which may i l lu m in a te  th e  d is c u s s io n  i s  found in  th e  tho u g h t o f  an even more 
f e r v id  c r i t i c  o f th e  s c ie n t i f i c - te c h n o lo g ic a l  s o c ie ty ,  H erbert M arcuse. 
Viewing th e  developm ent o f modern te c h n o lo g ic a l  s o c ie ty  Marcuse argues th a t  
i t  has g iv en  b i r t h  to  one-d im ensional man—as seen  in  th e  la b o re r  wto 
has been em ascu lated  by th e  "good l i f e "  and has ab d ica ted  h is  r e v o l t t io n a r y  
r o l e .  He has f a l l e n  v ic tim  t o  th e  p o lic y  o f "co n ta in m en t,"  as Marcuse 
p u ts  i t ,  because th e  te ch n iq u e s  o f o p p ress io n  developed by advanced te c h ­
n o lo g ic a l  s o c ie ty —which i s  founded on h ig h ly  a d m in is te red  economies th a t  
must o f  n e c e s s i ty  o p e ra te  a t  h igh  le v e ls  o f  p ro d u c tio n  a rd  hence o f a ff lu e n c e  
—a re  so s u b tle  as to  h a rn ess  and channel th e  c re a t iv e  e n e rg ie s  o f  th e  
la b o re r  " in to  th e  h an d lin g  o f  goods and s e rv ic e s  which s a t i s f y  th e  In d iv id u a l,  
w hile  re n d e rin g  him in cap ab le  o f  ach iev in g  an e x is te n c e  c f  h is  own, unable
3^K azan tzak ls, L e t te r  t o  P ie r r e  S ip r io t ,  195^> H. K azan tzak is , Hlkos 
K azan tzak is , p .  529*
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  L e t te r  t o  Tea Anemoyanni, 1 9 ^>  ib id ,  p . ¥*9.
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to  g ra sp  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  which a re  r e p e l le d  by h is  s a t i s f a c t i o n . " ^  For 
M arcuse, as f o r  many o th e r s ,  th e  W estern dream has become a  te c h n o lo g ic a l  
n ig h tm are . Human d ig n i ty  i s  a f f ro n te d ,  r e a l  needs go u n f u l f i l l e d ,  and 
th e  d e te rm in an t q u a l i ty  o f l i f e  i s  o rgan ized  n e c e s s i ty .  Under such 
c o n d itio n s  a  re p re s s iv e  framework fu n c tio n s  as e f f i c i e n t l y  as th e  tech n o lo g y  
from which i t  a ro s e .  The r e p re s s io n  i s  tw ofo ld : e x te r n a l ly ,  th e  v e s te d
i n t e r e s t s  and th e  manner o f  p ro d u c tio n , however s u b tly ,  r e p re s s  th e  o rd in a ry  
man; in t e r n a l ly ,  in d iv id u a ls —due t o  th e  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f t h e i r  s o -c a l le d  
needs—w il l in g ly  subm it to  t h e i r  one-d im ensional e x is te n c e .  They th in k ,  
l iv e  and a c t  on ly  in  term s o f th e  d if fu s e d  l i f e  in  which th e y  a re  p lac e d ; 
"The in n e r  d im ensions o f th e  mind in  which o p p o s itio n  t o  th e  s ta tu s  quo 
can ta k e  ro o t  i s  w h it t le d  down. "37 I t  i s  p r e c is e ly  t o  t h i s  concern w ith  
th e  " in n e r d im ension o f th e  mind" t h a t  K azantzakis ad d ressed  h im se lf  a t  
th e  end o f World War I I .  C a llin g  f o r  a  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  and re g e n e ra tio n  o f 
man K azantzak is counse led , "make no m istake about i t  • • • th e  onl^ t r u e ,  
s o l id ,  r e c o n s tru c t io n  i s  m an 's in n e r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . "3®
The f a i l u r e  o f sc ien ce  in  e f f e c t in g  th e  in n e r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  oi mein 
d e r iv e s  p r im a r i ly  from i t s  i n a b i l i t y  to  p rov ide  a  norm ative g o a l f c r  man. 
K azantzak is im p lies  th a t  sc ien ce  fu n c tio n s  p r im a r ily  in  a n e g a tiv e  manner 
in  t h a t  i t  d isp ro v ed  many assum ptions o f th e  J u d e a o -C h ris tia n  value system  
b u t in  a  p o s i t iv e  sense sc ie n ce  i s  l e s s  u s e fu l f o r  a l l  s c i e n t i f i c  a ttem p ts
3 % e rb e r t  M arcuse, One D im ensional Man; S tu d ie s  In  th e  Ideo logy  o f 
Advanced I n d u s t r ia l  S o c ie ty  (London: Routledge & Regan P a u l, L td . , ' 196*0, 
p .' 243-
^ ^ Ib id . ,  p .  10o
■^^Kazantzakis,. L ife  And L e t te r s ,  L (September 19^*6), p .  12h .
a t  fo rm u la tin g  a  v ia b le  rep lacem ent have f a i l e d  because s c ie n c e  can never 
answer th e  why o f th in g s  • Darwinism, which was p ro ffe re d  as an answer to  
th e  enduring  q u e s tio n s , in  f a c t  b locked  a l l  chance o f  hope by d em o n stra tin g  
n o t th e  cause o r end o f e v o lu tio n  b u t only  th e  manner o r mechanism. K azant­
z a k is  r e a l iz e d  t h a t  many new v a lu e-sy stem s had been a ttem pted  in  o rd e r  to  
f i l l  th e  v o id  l e f t  by s c ie n c e 's  k i l l i n g  o f God—Com te's e la b o ra te  scheme, 
th e  a d u la tio n  o f re a so n , th e  s o c i a l i s t s  u to p ia s ,  Marxism, e t c .  As th e se  
endeavors f a i l e d ,  re v e a lin g  th e  e th i c a l  bankruptcy  o f  s c ie n c e , th in k e rs  
l i k e  Bergson fo rc e d  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  advocates to  admit t h a t  th e y  cannot 
answer th e  e t e r n a l  q u e s t i o n s . 39 At  t h i s  p o in t K azantzakis alms a  b la z in g  
c r i t iq u e  a t  th e  W est's  ad o p tio n  and c o n s ta n t advocacy o f th e  method of 
s c ie n t i f i c - r a t i o n a l i s m  as a  means t o  th e  r e s o lu t io n  o f s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  
prob lem s. S c ie n t i f i c - r a t io n a l i s m ,  beg inn ing  in  th e  f i f t e e n t h  and s ix ­
te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  and re ach in g  i t s  peaks in  th e  ph ilo sophy  o f  D e sca rte s  
and Spinoza in  th e  sev en teen th  ce n tu ry  and i t s  u t i l i z a t i o n  as  a  d i r e c t in g  
p r in c ip le  in  th e  F rench  "Age o f  Reason" in  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , lias 
had many profound e f f e c t s  on W estern l i f e .  W estern dem ocracy 's embodiment 
o f th a t  s c i e n t i f i c  o u tlo o k —e v id e n t in  a l l  a sp e c ts  o f  l i f e —w ith  i t s  
in h e re n t p r o g r e s s iv i s t i c  h o p e fu ln e ss , le d  to  fo rm u la tio n  o f  a  p rag m atic  
s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  w orld-view  th a t  in  i t s e l f ,  and even moreso in  i t s  re v e rb e ­
r a t io n s  in  o th e r  a re a s  o f tw e n tie th  cen tu ry  l i f e ,  n eg le c te d  th e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  
f o r  d e s p a ir  t h a t  e x is te d  w ith in  i t s  o p t im is t ic  p rem ises . L eading 
exponents such as John Dewey in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  would con tend , and. o th e r  
s c i e n t i f i c  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h e rs  would c e r ta in ly  figree, t h a t  th e
problem  under d is c u s s io n  i s  p r e c is e ly  how c o n f l ic t in g  c la im s a re  to
be s e t t l e d  in  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  w idest p o s s ib le  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e
in t e r e s t s  o f  a l l —o r a t  l e a s t  o f  th e  g re a t  m a jo r ity . The method o f
39see B ien , Jo u rn a l  o f  Modern L i te r a tu r e , I I  (November 1971)> P- 253.
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democracy—in s o fa r  a t  i t  i s  t h a t  o f  o rgan ized  in te l l ig e n c e — i s  t o  b r in g  
th e se  c o n f l ic t s  ou t in to  th e  open where t h e i r  s p e c ia l  c la im s can be 
seen  and ap p ra ise d , where th e y  can be d isc u sse d  and judged in  l i g h t  
o f  more in c lu s iv e  i n t e r e s t s  th a n  a re  re p re se n te d  by e i t h e r  o f  them 
s e p a ra te ly .  1+0
What he and h is  co lleag u es  f a i l e d  t o  do , in  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s lv i s t i c  f a i t h ,
was to  reco g n ize  and ta k e  co n cre te  s te p s  a g a in s t  th e  g rave  im p lic a tio n s
f o r  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f s ig n i f i c a n t  id e a l s ,  c r e a t iv e  a s p ir a t io n s ,  n eed s , and
myth, be in g  excluded from th e  m ed ia tio n  p ro c e s s . In  a d ia lo g u e  w ith
Unamuno, th e  g re a t  S panish  l i t e r a t i s t ,  K azan tzak is contends
to d ay  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  mind (which to  K azantzakis meant th e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  
a n a ly t ic a l  approach as opposed to  th e  a r t i s t i c ]  has gone to o  f a r  and 
i s  no lo n g e r h e lp fu l  f o r  l i f e .  We no lo n g e r  b e lie v e  in  myth and f o r  
t h a t  re a so n  our l i f e  i s  b a r re n . I  th in k  th e  tim e has come f o r  th e  
d i a l e c t i c a l  mind to  f a l l  in to  a  deep s le e p —to  s le e p  so t h a t  th e  deep 
c r e a t iv e  powers o f man can awaken.
By s t r ip p in g  away th e  masks o f t r a d i t io n a l i s m  in  p o l i t i c s ,  custom in  c u l tu r e ,  
and C h r i s t i a n i ty ’s a u th o r i ty  in  r e l ig io n ,  sc ien ce  re v e a le d  th e  c h a o tic  
r e a l i t y  t h a t  la y  beh ind  m an 's a r t i f i c i a l  and s u p e r f i c i a l  a ttem p ts  a t  
c re a t in g  o rd e r .  P r i e s t  F o t is  in  The Greek P ass io n  says th e  "world :.s a 
m y stery . . . .  The m otions o f God’s w i l l  seem com plicated  t o  m an's narrow  
b r a i n . K a z a n t z a k i s  b e lie v e d  th a t  i t  w i l l  ta k e  som ething in  a d d it io n  
to  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  b r a in  to  d is c e rn  th e  t r u e  fa c e  o f  God's w i l l ,  which i s  
r e a l i t y ,  in  th e  w orld and th e re b y  to  r e c r e a te  a  v ia b le  o rd e r .
In  t h i s  anorm ative vacuum w ith  no g u id in g  myth, b e l i e f s ,  o r  id e a l s ,  
th e  tem poral le a d e r s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  te c h n ic ia n s ,  econom ists , e t c . ,  who d e a l  
in  m a tte r  and f a c t  r a th e r  th a n  s p i r i t  and v a lu e  a re ,  in  K azan tzak is ' view ,
^°John Dewey, L ib e ra lism  And S o c ia l A ction (New York: G. P . Putnam 's
Sons, 1935), P« 79*
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  S pain , p .  176 .
^K azantzakis, T he Greek Passion, p .  2 6 6 .
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a l l-p o w e rfu l .  They have a t  t h e i r  d is p o s a l  th e  trem endous powers o f modern
sc ien ce  y e t th e y  do n o t have—r e c a l l  h is  e a r l i e r  c r i t iq u e  o f th e  d i s p a r i ty
o f mind and s o u l—th e  com passionate m oral s e n s i b i l i t y  w ith  which to  use
th e se  powers f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  m ankind. The b e a s t  in  man dom inates as
ex em p lified  by such developm ents a s ,
Y esterday  th e  Americans p ro u d ly  announced th e  d isc o v e ry  o f  a  p o iso n  
so horrendous t h a t  w ith  9 grams o f  i t  th e y  can in  one f e l l  swoop k i l l  
a l l  o f th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and Canada ( i . e . ,  R u s s ia ) .  
The g o r i l l a ,  you se e , w ithou t ta k in g  th e  tim e to  become a human 
b e in g , has d isco v e re d  f i r e  and i s  going  t o  bu rn  th e  w o r ld .^3
A c e n t r a l  elem ent in  th e  r i s e  t o  power o f th e  tem pora l te c h n ic ia n s  i s  th e
i n t e l l e c t u a l s ' abandonment o f a  c r i t i c a l  p e rsp e c tiv e  and t h e i r  tu rn in g  away
from a  t h e o r e t i c a l  o u tlo o k — " th e o r e t i c a l  th o u g h t has gone bankrup t and has
tu rn ed  in to  a  to o l  a p p lie d  f o r  d e s t r u c t iv e  p u rp o ses , o r  an a im less , f o o l is h
to y  in  th e  hands o f a  m ag ic ian . K azan tzak is  has u n e r r in g ly  proceeded to
what i s  in c re a s in g ly  reco g n ized  as perhaps th e  most c r u c ia l  is su e  fa c in g
modern c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Of o th e rs  who have ex p lo red  t h i s  r i s e  t o  th e  fo re
o f te c h n ic a l ,  m eans-dom inated th o u g h t none has done so  more p e rc e p tiv e ly
th a n  P au l T i l l i c h . ^  j n an a ly z in g  t h i s  is s u e  T i l l i c h  f in d s  a  v i t a l
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  L e t te r  t o  Ia n n is  K a k r id is , 1 9 ^  H. K azan tzak is , Nikos 
K azan tzak is , p .  6 .
^ k a z a n tz a k i s ,  England, p .  8 .
^ T h e  d is c u s s io n  o f  T illic h fe  th o u g h t comes d i r e c t l y  from a sem inar 
l e c tu r e ,  P h ilo sophy  203, M etaphysics, F a l l ,  1970* by D r. James F . Anderson 
o f th e  L .S .U . D epartm ent o f P h ilo so p h y . See h is  P au l T l l ic h ;  B asics In  
His Thought (A lbany, New York: Magi Books, I n c . ,  1972). K arl Mannheim,
Ideology And U top ia ; An In tro d u c tio n  To The S ocio logy  o f  Khowledge, t r a n s .  
Louis W irth  and EkLward S h iis  (New York: H arco u rt, Brace 8s W orld,' I n c . ,  1936),
sees  t h i s  as  fu n c t io n a l  r a t i o n a l i t y  whereby r a t i o n a l i t y  i s  t r a n s u b s ta n t ia te d  
in to  i r r a t i o n a l i t y .  Mannheim re c o g n iz e s  th e  d e s tr u c t iv e  e f f e c t  which 
fu n c t io n a l  r a t i o n a l i t y  has upon human c a p a c ity  f o r  r a t i o n a l ,  r e f l e c t i v e  
judgem ent. He b r in g s  up th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  te ch n iq u e  o r  o rg a n iz a tio n a l 
p ro cess  becoming b o th  th e  means and end as i t  re p la c e s  th e  v a lu e  o r t r u e  
g o a l f o r  which i t  i s  supposed t o  be u t i l i z e d .  T his c r i t iq u e  i s  p a r a l le le d
d i s t i n c t i o n  between m etap h y sica l and o n to lo g ic a l  reasoning t o  be th e  
so u rce  o f th e  problem . M etaphysics concerns on ly  method and s t r e s s e s  form  
o r  i n t e l l i g i b l e  s t r u c tu r e  in  T i l l i c h 's  v iew . I t  i s  an a n a ly s is  o r  c r i t iq u e  
o f  i n t e l l i g i b l e  s t r u c tu r e  r a th e r  th a n  an e x p e rie n c in g  o f b e in g . He sees  
modern s c h o la s t ic  m etaphysics as l e s s  p e rc e p tiv e  th a n  on to lo g y  and more 
a rg u m en ta tiv e , f o r  i t  i s  te c h n ic a l  re a so n  and no t o n to lo g ic a l  re a so n . 
T e ch n ica l rea so n in g  i s  n o t p e rc e p tio n  o f b e in g  b u t r a t io c in a t iv e  p ro cess  
concerned o n ly  w ith  d isc o v e r in g  means f o r  ends (by c o n tr a s t  o n to lo g ic a l  
re a so n  d e a ls  w ith  th e  ends th em se lv es , b e in g -g o o d n ess-u n ity , and goes 
d i r e c t l y  to  th e s e  p rim ary  ends and p r in c ip le s  th e m se lv e s ) . T ech n ica l re a so n
by M arcu se 's  in  One D im ensional Man. The m ajor s p e c i f ic  developm ent which 
Marcuse f e e l s  t o  be th e  g r e a te s t  c o n tr ib u to r  t o  b o th  th e  r i s e  and th e  m ain­
ten an ce  o f m o d ern -so c ie ty  te c h n o lo g ic a l  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  i s  th e  abandonment 
o f th e o ry  in  fa v o r  o f  p o s i t i v i s t i c  p h ilo so p h y . P o s itiv is m , r a t io n a l  
s c ie n tis m , and b eh av io rism  a re  viewed by Marcuse as c o r ru p tio n s  o f p h ilo so p h y  
and he a t ta c k s  th e  embodiment o f  th e s e  m e th o d o lo g ica lly  o r ie n te d  developm ents 
as p e rv e r t in g  modern th o u g h t, modern p h ilo so p h y , and modern so c io lo g y . The 
a d d ic t io n  t o  s c ie n tis m , i . e . ,  t o  f a c t ,  has le d  to  a  lo s s  o f : ( l )  an h i s t ­
o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e ;  (2) a  com prehensive w orld view ; (3) any concept o f  t r a n s -  
cendance. He argues t h a t  th e  em phasis on f a c t ,  on what i s ,  w ith  no re g a rd  
t o  what ought t o  b e , has a  s t a s i s  b ia s  which r e in fo rc e s  th e  re p re s s iv e n e s s  
o f th e  s ta tu s  quo and f u r th e r  f l a t t e n s  b o th  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  and p e rso n a l 
h o riz o n  t o  i t s  o n e-d im en sio n al p e r s p e c t iv e .  Marcuse s t a t e s ,  c o r r e c t ly  i t  
seem s, t h a t  t h i s  s c ie n tis m  o f  view  i s  n o t a  p a r ty  m a tte r  b u t i s  found th ro u g h ­
o u t th e  spectrum  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y —l i b e r a l  and c o n s e rv a tiv e . S o c ia l 
p h ilo so p h e rs  have, under th e  w eight o f  s c ie n t i f i c - p o s i t iv i s m ,  come t o  view 
t h e i r  r o le ,  acco rd in g  t o  Marcuse (p . 211) as a  " d e s c r ip t iv e  a n a ly s is  o f 
f a c t s  t h a t  b lo ck s  th e  apprehension  o f  f a c t s  and becomes an elem ent o f th e  
id eo lo g y  which s u s ta in s  th e  f a c t s .  . . . N othing rem ains o f id eo lo g y  b u t 
th e  r e c o g n it io n  o f  t h a t  which i s .  . . . The w orld te n d s  t o  become th e  s tu f f  
o f  t o t a l  a d m in is tra t io n , which absorbs even th e  a d m in is t r a to r s ."  T h is has 
r e s u l te d ,  t o  M arcuse, in  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  lo s in g  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  sy n th e s iz e  
in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  W estern manner, t o  c r i t i z e  which i s  t h e i r  p ro p er r o le  
as th e  fo re ru n n e rs  o f  s o c ia l  change ,  and t o  p o s tu la te  and in c u lc a te  v a lu e  
in to  b o th  t h e i r  endeavors and in to  th o se  o f  th e  s o c ie ty  as  a  w hole. Marcuse 
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s in c e re  and in te n se  when he c r i t i c i z e s  th e  many s o c io -p o l­
i t i c a l  ad h e ren ts  o f  b eh av io ra lism  f o r  t h e i r  a d d ic tio n  to  q u a n t i f i c a t io n ,  
t h e i r  narrow  s p e c ia l iz a t io n ,  and t h e i r  involvem ent w ith  th e  overworked 
d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een f a c t  and v a lu e . The new i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  in  M arcuse 's 
a n a ly s is ,  have a b d ic a te d  t h e i r  r o le  o f c r i t i c i s m  and have become p a r t  o f  th e  
e s ta b l i s h m e n t— su p p o rte rs  o f ,  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  and s u b je c t  t o  th e  re p re s s io n  
o f  te c h n o lo g ic a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n .
i s  re a so n in g  about o b je c ts  r a th e r  th a n  u n d erstan d in g  aryl p e rc e iv in g  them . 
O ntology i s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f m etaphysics because i t  concerns co n ten t 
w hereas m etaphysics concerns m ethod. I t  i s  ex p erien ced  b e in g  and p re v a ile d  
from Parm enides t o  H egel. O n to lo g ica l u n d ers tan d in g  i s  th e  f a c u l ty  f o r  
apprehending  a c tu a l  e x is te n c e —-to  know i s  t o  b e . There i s  an in se p a ra b le  
c o n n ec tio n  o f  mind and b e in g  in  T i l l i c h 's  view  f o r  th e  v e ry  s t r u c tu r e  o f 
th e  mind e n a b le s  i t  t o  tra n sfo rm  b e in g . O n to lo g ica l u n d erstan d in g  i s  
u s e fu l  b o th  p r a c t i c a l l y  and a e s th e t i c a l ly .  I t  i s  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  fo rc e  u n i­
t i n g  mind and em otion as th e  h ig h e s t  form  o f  r a t i o n a l i t y .  God i s  be in g  
i t s e l f  and, in  T i l l i c h 's  assessm en t, i s  c o n ta c te d  o n ly  by o n to lo g ic a l  
r e a so n , th e r e fo r e  w ith o u t i t  we a re  c u t o f f  from l i f e .  I n t e l l e c t  i s  th u s  
th e  power f o r  knowing b e in g  and what i s .  Id e a l ly  o n to lo g ic a l  and te c h n ic a l  
re a so n  go hand in  hand and as  long  as th e y  a re  so combined reaso n in g  i s  
used  t o  f u l f i l l  th e  needs o f  re a so n . I f  th e y  a re  se p a ra te d  th e  r e s u l t s  
a re  d i s a s t r o u s .  T i l l i c h  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  s in c e  th e  m id -n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry  
te c h n ic a l  re a so n  has been  sev ered  from o n to lo g ic a l  re a so n  th rough  th e  
developm ent o f p o s i t iv is m . The r e s u l t  i s  th e  d e v is in g  o f  ends by  non- 
r a t i o n a l i s t i c  fo rc e s  se rv in g  pow er-dom ination r a th e r  th a n  in s ig h t - e n l ig h t -  
enm ent. Examples o f  t h i s  a re  th e  m i l i t a r y  i n d u s t r i a l  e s ta b lish m e n t where 
tech n o lo g y  u n d en iab ly  r u le s ,  th e  lo s s  o f  c o n tro l  over norms and ends and 
th e  c h a o tic  c o n d itio n  o f  our p r i o r i t i e s ,  th e  dehum anization  o f  l i f e  acc ru in g  
from  p o s i t i v i s t s  r e f u s a l  t o  heed and u n d ers tan d  any th ing  which i s  n o t 
a v a i la b le  th ro u g h  human re a so n , th e  modern a ttem p t t o  c o n tro l  n a tu re  r a th e r  
th a n  know i t ,  i n  sum, th e  American way o f l i f e —e x p lo i ta t io n ,  c o n tro l ,  
management—th e  v e ry  ap o th e o s is  o f  t e c h n ic a l  re a so n  whereby we know n o t 
m erely  t o  know b u t t o  e x p lo i t  I In  such a  c i v i l i z a t i o n  c o n tro l le d  by te c h ­
n o lo g ic a l  i r r a t i o n a l i t y ,  a s  K azantzak is s a id  two decades ago, " to  d is c e rn
and c r i t i c i z e  to d a y 's  u n h a lte re d  p a ss io n s  w ith  an independent mind «nd
s p i r i t  i s  co n sid e red  a  m o rta l s in .  • • . The f r e e - th in k in g  man cannot even
a ttem p t s y n t h e s i s . " ^
The Im port o f th e  above d e f ic ie n c ie s  o f th e  s c i e n t i f i c  e th o s  i s  t h a t
th e  good l i f e  o f th e  p o l i s  cannot be b u i l t  s o le ly  on s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge.
T h is  i s  p o w erfu lly  d e p ic te d  by K azantzak is in  Books XV and XVI o f  The
Odyssey—K azantzak is * im ag in a tiv e  r e f l e c t i o n  on h is  d is i l lu s io n m e n t w ith
th e  s c i e n t i f i c  so c ia lism  o f M arxism-Leninism—in  which U lysses c o n s tru c ts
h is  id e a l  c i t y  o n ly  t o  see  i t  d e s tro y e d . U lysses based  h is  c i t y  on th e
s c i e n t i f i c  n e c e s s i ty  o f  n a tu re  where M arxism-Leninism was based  on th e
s c i e n t i f i c  n e c e s s i ty  o f h i s to r y  and where th e  fo rm er p e r ish e d  th e  l a t t e r
was p e rv e r te d . U ly s se s ' u to p ia  i s  b u i l t ,  w ith  e lem en ts from  P la to  and More,
on a  f irm  fo u n d a tio n  o f b a rb a r ic  coherence w ith  b l in d  n a tu r a l  n e c e s s i ty
sym bolized by a  w ild  p e a r  t r e e ;
"F ellow s, a t  noon to d a y , on my G od 's ro c k s , I  saw 
a  tough and tw is te d  p e a r  t r e e  b lossom ing in  th e  sun; 
i t s  le a v e s  and flo w ers  shook, th e n  sang w ith  human v o ice ;
'How long  s h a l l  I  d e ig n  t o  gu ide  you, fo o l?  No m a tte r  how 
you b o a s t ,  d i s d a in f u l  man, o r  s t r i v e  t o  shake your yoke, 
y o u 'l l  s t i l l  p lo d , sh ack led , round and round m an 's th re s h in g  f l o o r .  
Accept your f a t e  w ith  no f a l s e  shame, and y o u 'l l  su rp a ss  h e r!
What e l s e  d id  you ex p ec t from  th e  ra n k  h erd  o f  man?
T h e ir  h e a r ts  a re  a i r s k in s ,  t h e i r  b r a in s  mud, t h e i r  lo in s  manure, 
b u t y e t  I  lo v e  them and I  l i k e  th e  s te n c h  o f  e a r th ;
I  know w e ll how th e  s p i r i t  bloom s, how God i s  shaped, 
what f i l t h  my b la c k  r o o ts  browse on i n  th e  d a rk e s t  gloom.
See how I  m ilk  th e  ro c k , su ck  up m anure, and tu r n  
a l l  in to  f lo w ers  w ith  p a t ie n c e ,  w ith  d e s p a i r ,  w ith  lo v e , 
and now I  s ta n d  f irm  in  your p a th ,  a  blossom ed p e a r ;  . 
beho ld  me, ta k e  me f o r  your m odel, s t a r t  your w o rk ''"  '
However, th e  u n d e rly in g  theme o f  S o c ia l Darwinism which le d  U lysses t o  th e
draw ing o f  o rg a n ic  a n a lo g ie s  and b e l i e f  in  b r u ta l  e v o lu tio n a ry  s u rv iv a l
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  England, p .  7*
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  The Odyssey, Book XV, l i n e s  375-9°> P»
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proved in s u f f ic ie n t  f o r  th e  governance o f  th e  c i t y .  T h e re fo re , U ly sses ,
a f t e r  f i r s t  heed ing  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  model o f  n a tu re —
W hatever b l in d  Worm-Mother E a r th  does w ith  no b ra in s  
we should  accep t as j u s t ,  w ith  o u r whole m ind, w ide-eyed ,
r e j e c t s  i t  when th e  c i t y  i s  d e s tro y e d  by n a tu r a l  c a la m ity . U lysses ra g e s
a g a in s t  d e s tr u c t iv e  n e c e s s i ty  w ith  i t s  b e l i t t l i n g  im p lic a tio n s  f o r  m an's
s ta tu r e  and p o t e n t i a l i t y ;
"Never s h a l l  I  fo rg iv e  and bend down t o  t h a t  v a in ,  
t h a t  s e n se le s s  d a rk  which b lo t s  th e  h o ly  l i g h t  o f  m an."
Then he th ra sh e d  o u t w ith  rag e  a g a in s t  h i s  r u th le s s  god:
"You f o o l  how in  your g r e a te s t  need can you abandon 
most g lo r io u s  man who l i v e s  and f i g h t s  t o  g iv e  you shape?
You f i l l  ou r h e a r t s  w ith  c r i e s  and vehement d e s i r e s ,
th e n  s in k  your e a r s  i n  s i le n c e  and r e fu s e  t o  l i s t e n ;
b u t m an's s o u l w i l l  f ig h t  on, you coward, w ith o u t your h e lp !"
H is h e a r t  l e a p t  h ig h , spurned D eath , and in  th e  b la c k  a i r  c u t
a  thousand  ro ad s  t o  f l y  th ro u g h  on a  thousand  w ings,
th e n , sc ree c h in g  l i k e  a  hawk, s tro v e  t o  unwind what f a t e  had woven. ^9
U lysses came t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  p o l i s  m ust be b u i l t  on som ething more th a n
s c i e n t i f i c  em u la tio n  o f  o rg a n ic  n a tu r e .  K azan tzak is Im p lies  t h a t  in  a
s im ila r  manner M arxism-Leninism s u f fe re d  i t s  p e rv e rs io n  due t o  b l in d
adherence t o  i t s  s c i e n t i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l - m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a s p i r a t io n s .  J u s t
as  U ly sses 'd o g m atic  fo llo w in g  o f  e m p ir ic a l  n a tu re  l e f t  no room f o r  in d iv id u a l
i n i t i a t i v e  so  does Marxism, a  p ro fe s se d  h u m an is tic  th e o ry , o v e rlo o k  th e
in d iv id u a l  as a  v ia b le  p a r t ic ip a n t  i n  ach iev in g  h is  own red em p tio n . While
n o t w holly d e te r m in is t ic ,  M arx 's system  i s  so  g eared  t h a t  human i n i t i a t i v e
as a  d e c is iv e  f a c to r  i s  n o t g iv en  much c re d en ce . Redemption i s  seen  as
coming in  s c i e n t i f i c  f a s h io n  when th e  economic fo rc e s  b r in g  i t  about and
when th a t  happens humans w i l l  become human and n o t b e fo re .  In  p r a c t ic e  t h i s
d e n ia l  o f  human c a p a b i l i ty  opened th e  doo r t o  th e  m ost o p p re ss iv e  a p p l ic a t io n s
^ I b i d ,  l i n e s  600- 01 , p .  465. 
^9I b id . ,  l i n e s  1^50- 60 , p p . 484-85
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o f  M arx ist id eo lo g y . In  h is  d e n ia l  o f  in d iv id u a l  p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  Marx 
l e f t  a  gap ing  h o le  th ro u g h  which L enin  and S ta l in  were t o  p roceed  in  
a ls o  denying th e  a b i l i t y  o f th e  in d iv id u a l  t o  have any p ro d u c tiv e  p o s s i ­
b i l i t i e s  as to  b r in g in g  about th e  s o c i a l i s t  s o c ie ty .  The p a r ty  under 
S ta l in  j u s t i f i e d  i t s  e x is te n c e  and hegemony by th e  argument from s c i e n t i f i c  
so c ia lism  t h a t  th e  fo rc e s  o f p ro d u c tio n  and th e  consequent f a c to r s  o f  
c la s s  s t r u c tu r e  were n o t a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t ly  advanced le v e l  to  enab le  th e  
t r u e  s o c i a l i s t  s o c ie ty ~ th e  c la s s l e s s  s o c ie ty .  In  t h i s  way th e  p a r ty  
m ain ta ined  i t s  p o s i t io n  o f pow er. T h is  i s  a  p e rv e rs io n  o f M arx 's th o u g h t 
b u t a  lo g ic a l  one. M arx 's d e n ia l  o f  human accom plishm ents and h is  view 
o f humans as to o l s  o f  h is to r y  opened th e  door t o  s im i la r  d e n ia ls  o f  human 
r ig h t s  and a  s im i la r  use o f  humans as to o l s  by S t a l i n .  M arx ist d o c tr in e  
te a c h e s  t h a t  what i s  in e v i ta b ly  f ix e d  may y e t be u n v e ile d  and people w i l l  
be ass ig n ed  t h e i r  f u n c t io n s .  Those l a t e r  M arx is ts  o f  t o t a l i t a r i a n  
le a n in g s  emerged, th ro u g h  t h e i r  c la im s as p o sse sso rs  o f th e  on ly  s c ie n t ­
i f i c a l l y  v a l id  d o c t r in e ,  as  th e  u n v e i le r s  o f  th e  new o rd e r . They and th e y  
alone were p o r tra y e d  as g u id in g  s o c ie ty  on th e  r ig h t  p a th  t o  so c ia lism  and, 
a t  t im e s , th e y  to le r a te d  no d e v ia t io n s .  In  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  r o le  th e y  
assumed th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and power f o r  a s s ig n in g  a l l  in d iv id u a ls  to  t h e i r  
fu n c tio n s  in  th e  t r a n s i t o r y  s ta g e .  T h is r e s u l te d  in  o p p ress io n , i n j u s t i c e ,  
and o rd e rin g  o f m en 's  l i v e s  in  th e  name o f  some fu tu re  d i s t a n t  u to p ia .  
K azan tzak is , though in te n s e ly  in v o lv ed  w ith  Leninism  d u rin g  th e  1 9 2 0 's  and 
m om entarily  sy m p ath etic  t o  M u sso lin i, c o r r e c t ly  c h a ra c te r iz e d  b o th  mens 
r e ig n  in  term s s im i la r  to  our a n a ly s is ,  "The same su p p re ss io n  o f  in d iv id u a l  
l i b e r t y ,  th e  same f a i t h  in  a  b e t t e r  f u tu r e ."50
5 °K azan tzak is , C o n v ersa tio n  w ith  E . Samios, H. K azan tzak is , Nikas 
K azan tzak is , p .  150.
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F in a l ly ,  su rv ey in g  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  ad o p tio n  o f  s c ie n t i f i c - r a t io n a l i s m  
in  th e  un ion  o f c a p ita l is m  and ex p erim en ta l sc ie n ce  and th e  union o f  
s o c ia lis m  and a n a ly t ic  s c ie n c e , K azantzakis would say  in  a  len g th y  sunanation:
F or a  few more g e n e ra tio n s , th e  mind i s  going t o  be o b lig e d  by 
th e  p re s s u re  o f  h i s to r y  t o  f o rg e t  i t s  independent t h e o r e t ic a l  f u n c t io n .
I t  w i l l  have t o  be e n l i s t e d  in  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  most immediate 
and im p era tiv e  need; t h a t  o f  making propaganda f o r  one o f  th e  two 
g r e a t  com peting s lo g an s  and t h a t  o f  p re p a rin g  te c h n iq u e s—by in v e n tin g  
l e t h a l  weapons and p o iso n  g a se s—f o r  a n n ih i la t in g  b ro th e rs  and fe llo w  
human b e in g s  f ig h t in g  on th e  o p p o s ite  s id e .
S c ien ce , on which poor m ise rab le  man has based  so much hope f o r  
d e liv e ra n c e  from p o v e r ty , p a s s io n , and th e  b ru te  b e a s t ,  and f o r  an 
answer t o  th e  ago n iz in g  q u e s tio n s  o f  h i s  s p i r i t ,  has become th e  most 
fo rm id ab le  and immoral weapon o f a  new form o f b a rb a rism , th e  most 
h o r r i fy in g  form , th e  s c i e n t i f i c .
At th e  p re s e n t  tim e we a re  ex p e rie n c in g  and w itn e ss in g  th e  m oral 
bankrup tcy  o f s c ie n c e  b e fo re  our v e ry  e y e s , in  th e  mounds o f co rp ses  
p i l i n g  up . I t  i s  n o t j u s t  t h a t  sc ie n c e  and m o ra lity  a re  f a i l i n g  t o  
w alk hand in  hand, b u t (and t h i s  i s  what i s  m ost t e r r i f y in g )  we have 
a ls o  seen  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  abom ination: th e  more
sc ie n c e  p ro g re s s e s ,  th e  more m o ra li ty  r e t r o g r e s s e s ,  u n t i l  th e  m oral 
d e g ra d a tio n  o f  man reac h e s  a  s t a t e  o f p r im it iv e  b e s t i a l i t y .  Vaunted 
p ro g re s s  has a ls o  proved one o f  th e  most menacing myths o f th e  modern 
w o rld .51
T h is  r i s e  o f a  new b a rb a rism , in  b o th  E a s t and W est, was lik e w ise  tr a c e d  
by O rteg a , one o f  K aza n tza k is ' s p i r i t u a l  c o lle a g u e s , t o  ex p e rim en ta l 
sc ie n c e  and te c h n ic ism . The im petus which te c h n ic ism  p rov ided  t o  th e  r i s e  
on a  mass s c a le  o f  th e  new b a rb a r ia n s  was, f o r  O rtega, o f  two s o r t s :  q u a n t i ­
t a t i v e l y ,  i . e . ,  th e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  man, and more im p o rta n tly , q u a l i t a t i v e l y ,  
" the  a c tu a l  s c i e n t i f i c  man i s  th e  p ro to ty p e  o f  th e  mass man . . .  s c ie n c e  
i t s e l f —th e  ro o t  o f  our c i v i l i z a t i o n —a u to m a tic a lly  co n v e rts  him in to  raass- 
man, makes him a  p r im i t iv e ,  a  modern b a r b a r i a n .  "52 <phts in h e re n t n a tu re  
o f  modern sc ie n c e  r e s u l t s ,  f o r  O rtega and K azan tzak is , in  p roducing  men 
w ith  no sense  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s o c ia l  r e la te d n e s s  and to le ra n c e ,  w ith
5lKazantzakis, England, p . 8 .
52ga sse t , The Revolt o f The Masses, pp. 120-21.
no h i s t o r i c - s o c i a l  a p p re c ia tio n  and w ith  dogm atic in f l e x ib le  m inds. Con­
cerned  always w ith  th e  e v o lu tio n a ry  movement o f w orld r e a l i t y —which 
s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  forms should  fo llo w —K azan tzak is concludes v i s - a - v i s  
s c ie n c e , " in  o rd e r t o  comprehend th e  £ lan  v i t a l , th e  human i n t e l l e c t  i s  
n e c e ssa ry , th e  exam ination  o f  c re a te d  th in g s ,  th e  h i s to r y  o f  our e a r th  as 
our s c i e n t i f i c  re se a rc h e s  show them; b u t t h a t  i s  n o t e n o u g h . "53 S c i e n t i f i c  
p ro g re s s  as an avenue le a d in g  mankind from th e  h o r ro rs  o f th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
age i s ,  t o  K azan tzak is , a  c i r c u la r  one which u l t im a te ly  tu rn s  back  in to  
th e  c h a o tic  quagm ire. F u r th e r ,  because o f th e  in c re a se d  p o te n t i a l  f o r  
d e s tr u c t io n  engendered by s c i e n t i f i c  d is c o v e r ie s  and th e  la c k  o f  a  
c o ro l la ry  developm ent o f  com passionate s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h a t  c a p a b i l i ty  th e  
roadway o f sc ie n c e  may le a d  t o  th e  dead end o f n o th in g n e ss . I f  mankind 
i s  t o  avoid  t h i s  d e s t in a t io n  he must f in d  an o th e r  ro u te  o f  s a lv a t io n .
W ith in  th e  e x c i t in g  and im ag in a tiv e  c a p a c ity  o f a r t  l i e s ,  f o r  K azan tzak is , 
th e  b e s t  hope f o r  w orld d e liv e ra n c e  and b e tte rm e n t.
A rt as D eliv eran ce
I t  i s  no t s u rp r is in g  t h a t  K azan tzak is , a  s tu d e n t o f B ergson, a  d i s c ip le  
of N ie tz sch e , and a  g i f t e d  l i t e r a r y  a r t i s t ,  b e lie v e d  th a t  th ro u g h  a r t  one 
could  e f f e c t  a  c o n ta c t w ith  r e a l i t y .  He ex p ressed  h is  a r t i s t i c  a l le g ia n c e  
in  v a r io u s  ways. A rt i s  "a  m ysterious s c ie n c e , a  v e r i t a b le  th e u rg y . Words 
a t t r a c t  and im prisc*  th e  in v is ib le  s p i r i t ,  fo rc e  i t  t o  become in c a rn a te d  
and t o  e x h ib i t  i t s e l f  t o  m a n . "5^ "Like Buddha, th e  a r t i s t  l i v e s  co m p le te ly
53Kazantzakis, c i t e d  by F r i a r ,  " In tro d u c t io n ,"  K a za n tza k is ' ,  The Odyssey, 
p. x x i i .
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  Toda Raba, pp . 90-91.
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lib erated  and completely lib era tin g  matter."55 One must learn
that art i s  not submission ,
and ru le s , but a demon which smashes the molds.?
An a r t is t  i s ,  "A sort of angel. Well, not ex a ctly . There's a l i t t l e  some­
thing lack ing. Look here: there are animals—a sses , mules—and there are
human beings. And then, above them, there are the a r t is t s  and higher s t i l l  
the angels. "57 And an a r t i s t ,  lik e  h is  "grandfather" El Greco, "divines 
the future and immortalizes the p a s t ."58 i t  i s  th is  la t te r  ca p a b ility  of 
the a r t is t  to ,  at one and the same time, a ss im ila te , overcome, and transcend 
God-fath<;r-ancestors-ideas in  the forge of c r e a tiv ity  and sow the seeds of 
the son-:.uture-new values that has import for  p o l i t ic a l  thought. Kazantzakis 
believed  a new consciousness can be hammered out by the a r t is t  beyond the 
bounds o f dry lo g ic  and historical-contem porary in h ib it io n s . In the 
continuously creative a r t i s t ic  process o f contrasting the old and new the 
l im its  o f the p ossib le  are forever shattered and enlarged. Kazantzakis1 
fa vorite  symbol for the a r t is t  i s  Akritas—the se n t in e l. As a sen tin e l the 
a r t is t  sees new developments, new p o te n t ia l it ie s ,  new r e a l i t i e s  before those 
in  the in te r io r . Two sp ec ia l ta len ts  possessed by the a r t is t  make p ossib le  
th is  unique r o le . One i s  h is  imaginative c a p a b ility . Wilson d iscu sses th is  
dimension o f the a r t is t  as exem plified in  Book XVII o f The Odyssey which 
i s  acted out in  U lysses’ imagination:
55xazantzakis, The Greek Passion, p . 63.
56icazantzakis, Report, p . 503*
57Kazantzakis, Freedom o r D eath , p . 118.
5%:azantzakis, Spain, p . 207*
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U lysses has stum bled on th e  profoundes o f  a l l  e v o lu tio n a ry  t r u t h s .  The 
mind i s  a c tu a l ly  a  new dim ension o f l i f e ,  d i s t i n c t  from th e  p h y s ic a l  
w orld and our resp o n ses  t o  i t .  But we a re  h a rd ly  capab le  o f  g ra sp in g  
t h i s ;  we a re  s t i l l  95$ an im al, machines t h a t  respond to  e x te rn a l  s t im u l i .
We a re  l i k e  two d im ensional c r e a tu re s  who have no t y e t le a rn e d  t o  look  
upwards and g ra sp  th a t  th e re  i s  a  t h i r d  d im ension o f e x is te n c e .  Man 
p o sse s se s  an immense freedom  which i s  g rasped  in  c e r ta in  moments o f 
e c s ta c y  by m y stics  and p o e ts .  I t  i s  a  realm  th a t  he could  e n te r  and 
make s e c u re ly  h is  own, i f  on ly  he became conscious o f i t s  e x is te n c e .
His main problem  i s  t h a t  he does no t know who he i s ;  he co n tin u es  to
th in k  o f h im se lf  as a c r e a tu re ,  an earth -b o u n d  a n im a l.59
In  a d d it io n  to  t h i s  im a g in a t io n - in tu i t io n  K azan tzak is a s c r ib e s  to  th e  a r t i s t
a  s p e c ia l  s e n s i t i v i t y  t h a t  len d s  g r e a te r  e x i s t e n t i a l  aw areness t o  th e  v ib ra t io n s
o f cosmogenic e v o lu t io n . Although ev ery  l iv in g  man ex p e rien ces  t o  a degree
th e  f a t e  o f h is  t im e s , th e  c r e a to r  does so "most o f  a l l .  There a re  c e r ta in
s e n s i t iv e  l i p s  and f in g e r t ip s  which f e e l  a  t i n g l in g  a t  a  te m p e s t 's  approach
as though th e y  were b e in g  p r ic k e d  by thousands o f  n e e d le s . The c r e a t o r 's
l i p s  and f in g e r t i p s  a re  o f t h i s  k in d ."^0 T h e re fo re  a r t ,  w ith  th e se  s p e c ia l
c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  i s  th e  b e s t  way t o  p h ilo so p h iz e . A rt a llow s one to  r i s e
59w ilson , ty-tnnaflot a  Review. V III  ( 1968) ,  pp . 177-78* W ilson goes 
f u r th e r  t o  sc o ld  K azan tzak is f o r  n o t s y s te m a tic a l ly  dev elo p in g  t h i s  in s ig h t ;  
t h i s  "should le a d  t o  th e  r e c o g n it io n  th a t  i f  th e  m in dpossesses t h i s  freedom , 
th e n  th e  immediate problem  i s  t o  f in d  methods f o r  in c re a s in g  th e  reco g ­
n i t i o n .  Not m y s tic a l f la s h e s :  th e y  a re  to o  b r i e f  and u n r e l ia b le ;  nor
d ru g - in s p ire d  e c s ta c ie s  o f  oneness w ith  th e  u n iv e rs e .  A s c i e n t i f i c  method, 
an e x te n s io n  o f  what we a t  p re se n t c a l l  sc ie n ce  and p h ilo so p h y .
I  f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  a t  t h i s  p o in t  t h a t  K a za n tz a k is ' mind r e fu s e s  t o  ta k e  
th e  f i n a l  le a p ; i t  f a l l s  b ack . His ad m ire rs—alth o u g h  I  count m yself 
among them—may d is p u te  t h i s .  I  can on ly  s t a t e  my own o p in io n  f o r  what 
i t  i s  w o rth ."
W ilson demands f a r  to o  much h e re .  The g r e a te s t  a r t  i s  never so 
r a d ic a l ly  d iv o rced  from p h y s ic a l  s t im u li  as t o  be s o le ly  o f th e  m ind. K azant­
z a k is  g lo r ie d  b o th  in  th e  m in d 's  c r e a t iv e  c a p a b i l i ty  and th e  b o d y 's  
p h y s ic e l  earth -b o u n d  e x is te n c e .  Thus he knew t h a t  f o r  th e  a r t i s t ' s  mind 
t o  make W ilso n 's  " f in a l  le a p "  would be a b e t r a y a l  o f  th e  v i t a l  p o l a r i t y  
o f mind and body.
6°Kazantzakis, Report, p . k^9.
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above th e  b o u n d aries  o f s c ie n c e , re a so n , em piric ism , lo g ic ,  e t c . ,  and 
ex p e rien ce  B e in g / r e a l i ty  and th e re b y  p ro v id es  th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  answ ers 
t o  th e  en d u rin g  q u e s tio n s  o f th e  s p i r i t  o f man. A rt lo o k s  beyond phen­
omena and t r a n s u b s ta n t ia te s  m a tte r  in to  s p i r i t :
Once ag a in  a r t  i s  b eg in n in g  t o  be d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  e x te rn a l  phen- 
omena, i s  b eg in n in g  t o  seek , t o  f in d  th e  e ssen ce ; i s  a b s tr a c t in g  as 
much su b stan ce  as  p o s s ib le  from p h y s ic a l  b o d ie s , i s  sea rc h in g  f o r  a 
l i n e ,  a  c o lo r ,  a  m otion capab le  o f e x p re ss in g  th e  in e x p re s s ib le ,  
th i : j  b e in g  th e  on ly  th in g  w orthy o f  e x p re s s io n . R a th e r th a n  what th e  
c o rp o re a l eye s e e s ,  a r t  re n d e rs  what th e  r e s t l e s s  eye o f  th e  so u l can 
surm ise w ith in  t h i s  v i s i b l e  w o r ld .6 l
The in e x p re s s ib le  essence  which a r t  c a p tu re s  i s  composed o f  two components.
They a re  th e  s o u l o f  man, which ta k e s  on d i f f e r e n t  a t t r i b u t e s  and forms
in  d i f f e r e n t  ag e s , and th e  e v o lu tio n a ry  G o d /s p ir i t  o f  tim e , space , h is to r y ,
and n a tu re .  In  c a p tu r in g  th e se  a r t  makes p o s s ib le  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  new
m yths, le g e n d s , sym bols, e t c . ,  n e c e ssa ry  f o r  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  man to
g iv e  m eaning, o rd e r , coherence, form , d i r e c t io n ,  and purpose to  l i f e  and
s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  e x is te n c e .  B e lie v in g  th e  a r t i s t  p o sse sse s  th e se  t r u l y
pow erfu l c r e a t iv e  to o ls  th e  nex t q u e s tio n  t o  which K azan tzak is ad d resses
h im se lf  i s  what i s  th e  d u ty  o f  th e  a r t i s t  v i s - a - v i s  s u f f e r in g  m ankind.
K azan tzak is r e l a t e s  how he once asked Unamuno t h i s  q u e s tio n  o f  what
th e  a r t i s t  concerned w ith  th e  su p p re ss io n  o f th e  f r e e  s p i r i t  o f  modern man
in  th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age m ust d o . Unamuno responded;
"N oth ing!" he ro a re d .  "N othing!" The fa c e  o f  th e  t r u t h  i s  t e r r i ­
fy in g .  What i s  our du ty?  To h id e  th e  t r u t h  from  th e  p eo p le ! The 
Old Testam ent say s : 'He who looks God in  th e  fa c e  w i l l  d i e . '  Even
Moses cou ld  n o t lo o k  God s t r a i g h t  in  th e  f a c e .  He looked a t  him from 
beh in d  and saw on ly  th e  edge o f  H is ro b e . Such i s  th e  n a tu re  o f  t r u t h !
We m ust d ece iv e  th e  p eo p le ; d ece iv e  them, so  t h a t  th e  poor c re a tu re s  
can have th e  s t r e n g th  and c h e e rfu ln e s s  to  go on l i v i n g .  I f  th e y  knew 
th e  t r u t h ,  th e y  c o u ld n 't  go on l i v in g .  They w o u ld n 't want t o  any m ore .°2
^^Kazantzakis, Spain, p . 100
62i b i d . ,  p. 175*
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Aware o f  th e  shock o f s c i e n t i f i c  r e v e la t io n s  o f th e  d i s p a r i t i e s  o f  t r a d ­
i t i o n a l  r e l ig io u s  " t ru th s "  K azantzak is agreed  th a t  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l - a n a l y t i c a l  
c o n f ro n ta tio n  o f th e  m asses w ith  naked G odless r e a l i t y  had c re a te d  much 
o f th e  havoc and b a rre n e s s  o f  modern l i f e .  However, he reached  a  d i f f e r e n t  
co n c lu s io n  th a n  Unamuno. K azan tzak is came to  have a com prehensive b e l i e f  
t h a t  f a r  from doing  n o th in g , th e  a r t i s t  has a  demanding d u ty  and re sp o n ­
s i b i l i t y  t o  once more c r e a t iv e ly  f i l l  th e  v o id  b rough t about by th e
d i a l e c t i c a l - s c i e n t i f i c  mind and th e re b y  a id  man. In  f u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  i t  i s  n o t th e  a r t i s t ' s  d u ty  t o  lo o k  on ly  t o  th e  p a s t  o r 
f u tu r e ;
The purpose o f  a r t  i s  t o  d isc o v e r  th e  in v is ib le  s p i r i t  o f  th e  F a th e r  
and t o  ex p ress  i t  th ro u g h  th e  v i s i b l e  body o f  th e  Son. I f  man can 
g ra sp  and ex p ress  n o th in g  b u t th e  Son, he c r e a te s  a  m erely  s u p e r f i c i a l  
work o f  a r t ;  i f  he ex p re sse s  n o th in g  b u t a b s t r a c t  id e a s ,  n o th in g
b u t th e  F a th e r ,  he p roduces no t a r t  b u t m e ta p h y sic s .63
T his m eaningfu l s y n th e t ic  r e c o n c i l i a t io n  o f  p a s t  and fu tu r e  in  th e  o v e r-  
can ing  and su rp a ss in g  o f  th e  form er by th e  l a t t e r  i s  th e  t r u e  purpose o f 
th e  a r t i s t .  K azan tzak is re p u d ia te s  th o se  who would say  th e  d u ty  o f  th e  
a r t i s t  i s  m erely  t o  c re a te  b e a u ty . In  f a c t ,  K azan tzak is d w ells  a t  some 
le n g th  on th e  c h ie f  danger o f a r t —t h a t  b eau ty  can cam ouflage and cover-up  
th e  p e r v e r s i ty ,  s u f f e r in g ,  and in ju s t i c e  in  th e  w orld . T his concern  i s  
re v e a le d  in  a  c o n v e rsa tio n  in  B e r l in  w ith  I tk a ,  who sco rn s  K azantzakis*  
n a iv e  a d u la tio n  o f  b eau ty ; "You w r ite  poems. You speak in  your tu r n —have 
th e  e f f r o n te r y  to  speak—about p o v e r ty , o p p re ss io n , and v i l l a i n y .  By 
tra n sfo rm in g  our p a in  in to  b eau ty  you g e t  i t  o u t o f  your system . Damn 
b e a u ty , when i t  makes a  man fo rg e t  human s u f f e r in g .  Responding t o
63K azan tzak is , Toda Raba, p . 90 
^**Kazantzakis, R ep o rt, p .  388 .
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t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  K azan tzak is fo reg o es  a  s t r i c t  adherence to  th e  demands o f
b eau ty  in  th e  q u e s t f o r  h e lp in g  ach ieve a  new, h ig h e r  e x is te n c e  f o r  man.
T h is gave t o  K azan tzak is ' l i t e r a r y  o u tp u t a  j a r r i n g  la c k  o f  ba lance
which occasioned  many c r i t iq u e s  o f h i s  l i t e r a r y  com petence. He e x p la in s ;
I  began t o  w r i te .  But no m a tte r  what I  w ro te—poems, p la y s ,  novels 
—th e  work always acq u ired  w ithou t consc ious e f f o r t  on my p a r t ,  
a  d ram a tic  4 la n  and form —f u l l  o f  m u tu a lly  c la sh in g  f o rc e s ,  s t r u g g le ,  
in d ig n a tio n , r e v o l t ,  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  a  l o s t  e q u ilib r iu m ; f u l l  o f  
p o r te n ts  and sp a rk s  from th e  approaching  te m p e s t. No m a tte r  how much 
I  s tru g g le d  t o  g iv e  a  ba lanced  form  t o  what I  w ro te , i t  q u ic k ly  
as  stoned a  vehement d ram atic  rhythm . In  s p i t e  o f  my w ish es, th e  
p e a c e fu l v o ic e  I  d e s ir e d  t o  em it became a  c r y .65
In  a s im i la r  v e in  he s c o ffe d  a t  th e  d e b a te s  over th e  a r t i s t i c  m e r its  o f
The Odyssey;
H is to r ia n s  o f l i t e r a t u r e  come o n ly  a f t e r  th e  a r t i s t  has p assed ; th e y  
h o ld  m easuring ro d s , th e y  ta k e  measurem ents and c o n s tru c t  u s e fu l  
law s f o r  t h e i r  s c ie n c e , b u t th e se  a re  u s e le s s  f o r  th e  c r e a to r  because 
he has th e  r i g h t  and th e  s t r e n g th —t h i s  i s  what c r e a t io n  means—t o  
b re ak  them by c r e a t in g  new o n es . When a  v i t a l  so u l f e e l s ,  w ithou t 
p re v io u s  a e s th e t ic  th e o r ie s ,  th e  n e c e s s i ty  t o  c r e a te ,  th e n  w hatever 
shape h i s  c r e a t io n s  ta k e  cannot h e lp  b u t be a l i v e .66
J u s t  as th e  a r t i s t ' s  d u ty  i s  t o  r e b e l  a g a in s t  th e  demands o f  b eau ty  and
a r t i s t i c  c r i t i c s  in  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  h o n es ty , so  i t  i s  h i s  d u ty  t o  never
acq u iesce  t o  th e  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  i n ju s t i c e s  o f  th e  s ta tu s  quo;
The w r i t e r ,  who i s  by n a tu re  more s e n s i t iv e ,  cannot r e p re s s  h is  
in d ig n a tio n  o r  s h i r k  h is  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .  He i s  d u ty  bound n o t to  
s le e p ,  he m ust keep h is  peop le  on th e  a l e r t .  F u rtherm ore , I  
th in k  t h i s  r o le  o f  th e  w r ite r^ a s  a g i t a to r  i s  in d isp e n sa b le  in  a l l  
c o u n tr ie s  r u le d  by in ju s t i c e .® '
K azantzakis*  l i f e ,  and p a r t i c u la r l y  h is  a r r i v a l  a t  t h i s  view  tow ard a r t
p o r t r a y s ,  a f t e r  a  f a s h io n  S/iren K ie rk e g a a rd 's  m ag n ificen t view  o f th e
jo u rn ey  t o  th e  s e l f .
65ib id ., p. 449.
^ K a za n tza k is , quoted in  F r ia r , "Introduction'' t o  K azantzakis', T he
Odyssey, p . x i i .
67 K azan tzak is , C o n v ersa tio n  w ith  P ie r re  S ip r io t ,  H. K azan tzak is , Nlkos 
K azan tzak is , p .  5*9«
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K ierkegaard  b e lie v e d  m ost men l iv e d  on one o f th re e  l e v e l s - - th e  
a e s th e t ic ,  e t h i c a l ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s . Yet i t  was p o s s ib le  f o r  some t o  pass  
th ro u g h  a l l  th r e e  s ta g e s  in c o rp o ra tin g  th e  le s s o n s  o f each  in  re ach in g  
s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n .68 F o r K ierkegaard  t h a t  which d is t in g u is h e s  th e  
a e s th e t ic ,  i . e . ,  p o e t ic ,  approach t o  l i f e  i s  a  concern  w ith  power, an 
a d o ra tio n  o f  b e in g  and Immediacy, a  fo cu s  on ou tw ardness, a  co n tem p la tiv e  
detachm ent from l i f e ,  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  d e s c r ip t iv e  t im e -f ro z e n  a t t i t u d e ,  
and a  la c k  o f  concern  w ith  u n iv e r s a ls  and norm s. These c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
r e s u l t  in  a  conquering  n a tu re  c o n s ta n tly  o u ts id e  i t s e l f  w ith  on ly  an 
e x te r n a l  and no in t e r n a l  h is to r y :  "But s in c e  e x te r n a l  h i s to r y  i s  th e  one
k ind  o f  h i s to r y  which can  w ith o u t d e tr im e n t be c o n c e n tra te d  i t  i s  n a tu r a l  
t h a t  a r t  and p o e try  choose t h i s  e s p e c ia l ly  f o r  r e p re s e n ta t io n ,  and hence, 
choose lik e w ise  th e  unopened in d iv id u a l  and e v e ry th in g  th a t  has to  do w ith  
h im .'̂ >9 The a e s t h e t i c - a r t i s t i c  approach i s  on ly  a p a r t i a l  a t t i t u d e  t o  
l i f e  f o r  i t  does n o t induce u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  in t e r n a l  h is to r y ,  o f  se lfh o o d , 
openness and th e  d e e p e r , t r a g i c  m eanings o f  l i f e .  The a e s th e te  u ses  th e  
c a te g o r ie s  o f  f o r tu n e ,  f a t e ,  d e s p a i r ,  e t c . ,  in  h is  a r t  on ly  t o  a b s t r a c t  an 
u n re a l iz a b le  i d e a l i t y  w ith in  th e  im m ediate, f i n i t e  w orld b u t " to  comprehend 
m is fo rtu n e , to  come t o  an  u n d e rs tan d in g  w ith  i t ,  t o  tu r n  e v e ry th in g  upside  
down and t o  make s u f f e r in g  th e  p o in t  o f  d e p a r tu re  f o r  a  view  o f  l i f e ,  i s
6 8 w illiam  B a r r e t ,  I r r a t i o n a l  Man: A Study I n  E x i s t e n t i a l  P h ilosophy
(Garden C ity ,  New York- Doubleday & Company, I n c . ,  I 958) ,  PP- 
d e s c r ib e s  t h i s  p ro c e ss ; "Thus th e  th r e e  's ta g e s  on l i f e ' s  w ay ,' as K ie r­
kegaard  c a l le d  them , a re  n o t t o  be ta k e n  a s  d i f f e r e n t  f lo o r s  o f  a  b u ild in g ; 
i f  I  r i s e  from th e  a e s th e t ic  t o  th e  e t h i c a l  i t  does n o t mean t h a t  I  have 
l e f t  th e  low er f lo o r  e n t i r e l y  beh ind  me. R a th e r , b o th  a t t i t u d e s  a re  s ta g e s  
on th e  way from  th e  p e r ip h e ry  t o  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  s e l f ,  and th e  p e r ip h e ry  
i s  s t i l l  p re se rv e d  wnen whe we have le a rn e d  t o  d w ell a  l i t t l e  c lo s e r  t o  
our c e n te r ."
6 9 s^ ren  A. K ierk eg aard , "The A e s th e tic ,  The E th ic a l ,  and The R e lig io u s ,"  
in  The L iv ing  Thoughts o f K ierk eg aard , p re se n te d  by W. H. Auden, e d . w ith  
an In tro d u c t io n  by A lfred  0 . ^ n d e l  (New York: David McKay Company, I n c . ,
1952), p .  87 .
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som ething he canno t do; he ought n o t even t o  make a  move in  t h a t  d i r e c t io n  
f o r  th e n  he i s  m erely  a  b u n g le r ."7° In  K a za n tz a k is ' term s th e  a e s th e te  
c r e a te s  b eau ty  th ro u g h  a r t  t o  cover-up  i n j u s t i c e .  A more profound le v e l  
o f  u n d e rs tan d in g  i s  t o  be a t ta in e d  th ro u g h  th e  e t h i c a l  a t t i t u d e  t o  l i f e .
T h is  i s  ev idenced  in  th e  p h ilo so p h e r  who knows th e  good. The e th i c a l  man 
i s  o f  a  p o s se s s iv e  n a tu re  which r e s t s  w ith in  i t s e l f .  He i s  an open in d i ­
v id u a l  concerned  w ith  inw ardness, u n iv e r s a l  r u le s ,  and l iv e d  t im e . He goes 
beyond d e s c r ip t io n  t o  in v o lv ed  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f th e  tra g ic -c o m ic  e x is te n c e  
o f  man. Where th e  a e s th e te  d e s c r ib e s  humans as th e y  a r e ,  i . e . ,  b o th  good 
and e v i l ,  th e  e t h i c a l  in d iv id u a l  ta k e s  man from t h i s  medium and
p la c e s  him in  e x is te n c e ;  e th ic s  w i l l  a t  once demand th a t  he be p le a se d  
t o  become, and th e n  he becomes—e i t h e r  good o r  b ad . . • • E th ic s  conse­
q u e n tly  r e j e c t s  ev e ry  e x p la n a tio n  o f  becoming which d e c e p tiv e ly  e x p la in s  
th e  coming w ith in  b e in g , whereby th e  a b so lu te  d e c is io n  t h a t  i s  ro o te d  
in  becoming i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  re v e a le d , and a l l  t a l k  about i t  ren d ered  
e s s e n t i a l l y  n o th in g  b u t a  f a l s e  a la rm .
E th ic s  has no t r u c k  w ith  chance o r  excuses and th e r e fo re  p la c e s  heavy
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  on f i n i t e  man. E th ic s  " in v i te s  you to  b e lie v e  in  r e a l i t y
and t o  have th e  courage t o  f ig h t  a g a in s t  a l l  th e  a f f l i c t i o n s  o f  r e a l i t y ,
and e s p e c ia l ly  th o se  g h o s tly  s u f f e r in g s  which man answ ers on t h e i r  own
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y ;  i t  warns you a g a in s t  th o se  cunning , c a lc u la t io n s  o f  re a so n
which a re  even  l e s s  t r u s t  w orthy th a n  th e  o ra c le s  o f  a n t iq u i ty .  "7^ An
e t h i c a l  a t t i t u d e  engenders a  com passionate b a t t l e  t o  r e l ie v e  human s u f f e r in g
and may be s a id ,  in  term s o f  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  K azantzakis*  l i f e  and a r t ,
t o  be re p re s e n te d  by h is  co n v ers io n  to  th e  humane g o a ls  o f  s o c ia l  j u s t i c e
espoused by M arxism. The e t h i c a l  i s ,  however, d e f i c i e n t  in  a t  l e a s t  two
70xb id ., pp. 70-71*
^ I b i d . ,  p . 7^*
72Ib id ., p. 95.
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r e s p e c t s .  One, i t  i s  n o t u n iv e r s a l ly  open to  a l l .  And, even th o se  
who a t t a i n  th e  knowledge o f  th e  good a re  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  le d  t o  w i l l  i t .
The r e l ig io u s  a t t i t u d e  as embodied in  K ie rk e g a a rd 's  k n ig h ts  o f f a i t h  l i e s  
beyond th e  a e s th e t ic  and th e  e t h i c a l  and i s  th e  su rp a ss in g  o f th e  form er 
and th e  f u l f i l l i n g  o f th e  l a t t e r .  The r e l ig io u s  in d iv id u a l  i s  n o t 
e s s e n t i a l l y  a  g en iu s  o r  a  p o e t .  He i s  th e  t r u e  in d iv id u a l  who lo v es  
everyone and l i v e s  by v i r tu e  o f th e  absurd ;i
In  i n f i n i t e  r e s ig n a t io n  he d ra in s  th e  d a rk  w aters  o f  m elancholy to  
th e  l a s t  d ro p ; he knows th e  b le s se d n e s s  o f i n f i n i t y ;  . . .  he rem ains 
in  th e  f i n i t e  w ith o u t b e tra y in g  any s ig n s  o f h is  weary and to r tu r e d  
t r a in in g ,  and y e t r e jo ic e s  in  i t  w ith  so much assu ran ce  th a t  f o r  him 
th e r e  ap p ears  t o  be n o th in g  more c e r t a i n .73
I t  i s  no wonder t h a t  K ierkegaard  nev er found such an a p o s tle  o f  th e  
d i s c ip l in e d  e t h i c a l .  Such a  p e rso n  would be as  a  m iracu lous d ancer who 
i s  no t co n fin ed  by th e  p o s i t io n s  he ta k e s  b u t th ro u g h  them ex p resses  th e  
a t t i t u d e  o f he who, when faced  w ith  dilemmas to  which no e th i c a l  norms 
o r  b lu e p r in ts  app ly  ( f o r  no e th ic s  can cover a l l  l i f e ' s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ) ,  
c o n fro n ts  them w ith  th e  tre m b lin g  r e l ig io u s  c e n te r  o f  l i f e  and chooses.
T h is  p erso n  i s  th e  ex ce p tio n  t o  a l l  r u le s  b u t he b reak s  none a r ro g a n t ly .
His e x c e p t io n a l i ty  i s  d is t in g u is h e d  and made n o b le , as B a rre t s a y s , by h i s  
n o t denying th e  " v a l id i ty  o f  th e  e th i c a l :  th e  in d iv id u a l  who I s  c a l le d
upon t o  b reak  w ith  th e  e th i c a l  m ust f i r s t  have su b o rd in a ted  h im se lf  to  th e  
e t h i c a l  u n iv e r s a l ;  and th e  b re a k , when h is  i s  c a l le d  upon t o  make i t ,  i s  
made in  f e a r  and tre m b lin g  and n o t in  th e  c a l lo u s  arrogance o f  p o w er."7^ 
The b re a k  i s  made on th e  p r in c ip le  t h a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  u l t im a te ly  sup­
e r i o r  t o  any c o l le c t iv e  u n iv e r s a l  y e t  th e  e th i c a l  r u le  m ust be in c o rp o ra te d
7 3 ib id ., p .  113*
71+B a r re t ,  I r r a t i o n a l  Man, p p . 148-^9.
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b e fo re  i t  can be r i g h t f u l l y  tra n sc e n d e d . Beyond a e s th e t ic  a r t  o r
M arx ist e th ic s  K azantzakis*  l a t t e r  y e a rs  were th e  most in te n s e ly
r e l ig io u s —in  th e  h ig h ly  p e rso n a l sen se  in  which K ierkegaard  u ses  th e
te rm —o f any p e r io d  o f h is  l i f e .  He sought t o  expand th e  f r o n t i e r s  o f
h is  age f o r  a  new e x is te n c e .  K ierkegaard  says o f  th e  a r t i s t  who i s
t r u l y  r e l ig io u s ,
I f  th e  r e l ig io u s  i s  in  t r u t h  th e  r e l ig io u s ,  i f  i t  has su b m itted  
i t s e l f  t o  th e  e th i c a l  and p re se rv e s  i t  w ith in  i t s e l f ,  i t  cannot 
f o rg e t  t h a t  r e l ig io u s  p a th o s  does n o t c o n s is t  in  s in g in g  and hymning 
and composing v e r s e s ,  b u t in  e x i s t in g ;  so t h a t  th e  p o e t ic  p ro d u c t iv i ty ,  
i f  i t  does n o t cease  e n t i r e ly ,  o r  i f  i t  flow s as r i c h ly  as b e fo re , 
comes t o  be reg a rd ed  by th e  in d iv id u a l  h im se lf  as  som ething a c c id e n ta l ,  
which goes to  prove t h a t  he u n d erstan d s  h im se lf  r e l i g i o u s l y . 75
W ithin  th e  framework o f  t h i s  assessm ent th e  l a t t e r  two decades o f  K azant­
z a k is ' l i f e  and a r t  t r u l y  d is p ly  h is  p a s s io n a te ly  r e l ig io u s  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
f o r  sav in g  m ankind.
In  uphold ing  t h i s  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  K azan tzak is  u t i l i z e d  two p rim ary  
m eans. F i r s t ,  he sought t o  s e n s i t i z e  h is  b e in g  t o  th e  e x te n t  o f  u l t im a te  
r e c e p t iv i ty  t o  a l l  th e  c u r re n ts  o f h is  ag e . He de lved  in to  n a tu re ,  man, 
id eo lo g y , God, r e l ig io n ,  e t c .  He t r a v e le d  c o n tin u o u sly  over th e  e a r th  
seek in g  e x p e r ie n c e , knowledge, and in s ig h t .  He t r a v e le d  w ith in  h i s  mind 
seek in g  t r u t h ,  r e a l i t y ,  c r e a t io n ,  and m ore. He surveyed wars a t  f i r s t  hand 
and l iv e d  in  m o n a s te r ie s . He d id  a l l  th e s e  th in g s  b e l ie v in g  t h a t  i f  he 
cou ld  c a p tu re  them in  words he would "be a b le  t o  h e lp  sh o rte n  th e  agony o f  
o th e r  k in d red  s p i r i t s  who have s e t  o u t a long  th e  same p a th .  . . .  I  am n o t 
making A r t .  I  am o n ly  l e t t i n g  my own h e a r t  c ry  o u t . "76 K azan tzak is  sought 
t o  e x p e rien ce  a l l  o f  l i f e  and deny none o f  i t  and th ro u g h  th e  alchemy o f  
h i s  s e n s i t iv e ,  c r e a t iv e  ch em istry  t o  co n v e rt t h a t  ex p e rien ce  In to  knowledge
7 5K ierkegaard , The L iv in g  Thoughts o f  K ierk eg aard , p re se n te d  by Auden,
p . 102.
^ K a za n tza k is , Spain, pp. 11-12 .
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t r u t h ,  and m o b iliz a tio n  o f  th e  s p i r i t u a l  fo rc e s  w ith in  man. The o th e r  
avenue which he chose in  h is  p a th  t o  f u l f i l l i n g  h is  p e rc e iv e d  d u ty  was 
t h a t  o f im m ersion in  th e  l i v e s  o f h is  h i s t o r i c a l ,  r e l ig io u s ,  m y th o lo g ica l, 
s p i r i t u a l ,  and l i t e r a r y  h e ro -p re d e c e s s o rs . Throughout h is  work, K azant­
z ak is  d w ells  on th o se  g r e a t  "torm ented so u ls  t h a t  had s u f fe re d  and loved  
ex ceed in g ly  in  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  and had im pudently  contended a g a in s t  God and 
d e s t in y .  I  fo u g h t t o  d rag  them up from Hades in  o rd e r  t o  g lo r i f y  t h e i r  
p a in  and s t r u g g le —m ankind 's  p a in  and s t r u g g le — in  f r o n t  o f  l iv in g  m en."77 
T h is  i s  e v id e n t in ,  among o th e r  works, The Odyssey, when U lysses m eets 
C h r is t ,  th e  p o e t,  th e  p r im it iv e  Man, Don Q u ix o te , and o th e r s ,  in  h is  
t r a v e l s .  In  a d d i t io n  t o  th e s e  f ig u r e s ,  K azan tzak is  a t ta c h e d  im portance 
t o  Prom etheus, N icephoros Phocas, an a n c ie n t l i b e r a t o r  o f  C re te , Hamlet 
and F a u s t,  and m ore. T h is  a ttem p ted  im m ersion in  th e  l iv e s  o f h is  h ero es  
i s  a  v e ry  im p o rtan t a sp e c t o f  K a z a n tz a k is1 a r t  and th o u g h t. T h is i s  
d isp la y e d  in  a  r e v e a l in g  p assag e  in  S pain  where K azan tzak is compares 
C erv an tes , Quevedo, th e  g r e a t  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  S pan ish  p o e t,  p h ilo so p h e r , 
and p o l i t i c a l  w r i te r  whose s a t i r e  o f P h i l ip  IV b ro u g h t him fo u r  y e a rs  o f 
im prisonm ent, b roken h e a l th ,  and an e a r ly  d e a th , and D ante, and c a s ts  
i l lu m in a tio n  on th e  s p e c i f ic  manner in  which th e  a r t i s t  can c r e a te  a  "new 
r iv e rb e d  o f  th e  s p i r i t "  in to  which s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t y  can f lo w . C ervan tes
had been  a b le  t o  d e f in e  c l e a r ly  th e  s p i r i t  o f  h i s  ra c e  and so  save i t  
from  compromise and d e s t r u c t io n .  Magic th e  power o f  speech t h a t  i s  
cap ab le  o f  c r e a t in g  th e  th in g ,  o r  o f  e n c lo s in g  th e  c re a te d  th in g  w ith in  
c l e a r ly  d e f in e d  l i m i t s ,  so  t h a t  i t  cannot overflow  o r  s h r in k  and lo s e  
i t s  o r ig in a l  fo rm , perhaps Quevedo, C e rv a n te 's  contem porary , i s  a  
more pow erfu l w r i te r —r ic h e r ,  c le v e r e r ,  more f o r c e f u l  w ith  h is  broad 
humor and p a th o s  and h i s  v io le n t  lo v e  o f  l i f e .  But in  none o f  h is  
works cou ld  he im m o rta lize  th e  tw o fo ld  e ssen ce  o f  th e  S panish  s p i r i t .
Not cap ab le  o f  s a v in g , he was n o t sav ed . But C e rv an te s , w ith  h is  Don 
Q uixote and h is  Sancho, saved th e  s p i r i t  o f  h is  r a c e  from b e in g
77K azantzakis, R eport, p . ^51.
131
d es tro y ed  by tim e , and he to o  was saved along  w ith  h e r .  D ante, 
c e n tu r ie s  a f t e r  h is  d e a th , e f f e c te d  th e  u n i f ic a t io n  o f  I t a l y  by 
having  coerced  h e r  in  h is  s t r i c t  t e r z a  rim a t o  be a  u n ite d  I t a l y .
J u s t  so , C ervan tes ex p ressed  in  speech  th e  h idden  o r s t i l l  unfathomed 
c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  h i s  r a c e .  He made them c r y s t a l - c l e a r  and f ix e d ,  
and th e  S p an ia rd s , se e in g  t h i s  most p e r f e c t  e x p re ss io n  o f th em se lv es , 
were coerced  in to  conform ing t o  t h e i r  own r a c i a l  c h a ra c te r .  Such i s  
th e  d i f f i c u l t ,  dangerous, u t t e r l y  m y ste rio u s  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  th e  
g re a t  c r e a t o r .78
Through t h e i r  l i v e s  and a r t  Dante and C ervan tes  ex p ressed  th o se  c e n t r a l  
them es and co u n te r-th em es , a m b ig u itie s  and c o n s ta n ts ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  
and m y ste rie s  which composed th e  essen ce  o f  t h e i r  ag e . By doing so th e y  
su rp assed  t h e i r  tim e and c le a re d  a  pathway t o  th e  f u tu r e .  The in t e n s i t y  
o f  K azan tzak is ' b e l i e f  in  t h i s  en n o b lin g  c a p a b i l i ty  o f  a r t  i s  dem onstrated  
by  h is  e u lo g iz in g  E l G reco—a  n a tiv e  C re ta n , a  g i f t e d  a r t i s t ,  an enorm­
o u s ly  im ag in a tiv e  and v i t a l  in d iv id u a l  who a ls o ,  in  K a za n tz a k is ' view , 
l iv e d  d u rin g  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age—as one who, l i k e  Dante and C erv an tes , 
wrought a  c r e a t iv e  confo rm ation  o f  r e a l i t y  "w ith in  c le a r ly  d e fin ed  l i m i t s . "  
He d e s c r ib e s  an E l Greco p a in t in g  as la y in g  b a re  "the  whole f a t e  o f man, 
th e  e n t i r e  s o u l o f  th e  w orld , f lo o d ed  w ith  th e  t r a g ic - c o n ic  powers o f 
good and e v i l .  . . . From ev ery  p e r f e c t  work o f  a r t  r i s e s  a  c ry  o f  p a in , 
jo y , hope, s t r i f e .  And, above a l l ,  th e  unchanging c ry  o f  l i b e r a t i o n . "79 
The p e r f e c t  work o f  a r t  p o r tra y s  th e  u n i ty  o f  man w ith  n a tu re , God, an im al, 
man, and l i f e  and d e a th . In  do ing  so  i t  l i b e r a t e s  man by r e v e a lin g  th e  
flow  o f  th e  c r e a t iv e ly  co nsc ious movement o f m an 's h i s to r y .  P a ra d o x ic a lly  
enough, i t  a ls o  d e te rm in es  and c h a n n e ls , t o  an e x te n t ,  t h a t  h i s to r y .
A rt h a s , th e r e f o r e ,  im p o rtan t im p lic a tio n s  f o r  p o l i t i c s .  This i s  so 
because p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t y  I s  a  c e n t r a l  e lem ent o f th e  h i s t o r i c  f lo w . K azant­
z a k is  r e f l e c te d  on t h i s  «.nfl concluded t h a t  th e  "genuine r o le  o f th e  p o l i ­
7% azantzak is, Spain, p . M*.
7 9 ib id .,  p . 102.
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t i c i a n  i s  n o t t o  s to p  h i s to r y  b u t t o  work in  harmony w ith  i t . "8°  Under­
ly in g  h i s  th o u g h t a t  t h i s  p o in t  i s  th e  b e l i e f  th a t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and th e  
a r t i s t i c  m ust work hand in  hand w ith  th e  form er fo llo w in g  th e  le a d  o f th e  
l a t t e r .  He speaks w is t f u l ly  o f  th e  ro y a l  Arab c o u r ts  o f  o ld  where "the 
p o e ts  were in  th e  ascendency. They were n o t p a r a s i t e s  and b u ffo o n s , as 
th e y  were among th e  B yzan tines and th e  P ra n k s ."®1 In  England a  young 
w r i te r  t e l l s  him t h a t  in  t h i s  c h a o tic  age
e v e n tu a lly  our p o e ts  emerged from t h e i r  sp le n d id  I s o la t io n  and began 
t o  m ingle w ith  th e  main c u r r e n ts .  They gave up s tru g g l in g  f o r  th e  
most r a r e  form o f  e x p re ss io n  and began t o  seek  th e  m ost re sp o n s ib le  
and most r e p re s e n ta t iv e  form , th e  one m ost u n iv e r s a l ly  human.®2
And in  "The Im m ortal F ree  S p i r i t  o f  Man" where he speaks o f  th e  c r u c ia l
s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  q u e s tio n s  fa c in g  a  war weary w orld , he a g a in  ev in ces  h is
b e l i e f  in  th e  i l lu m in a tin g  p o te n t i a l  o f  th e  p o e t - a r t i s t  in  th e  s o c io -p o l-
l i t i c a l  a ren a ;
L e t a l l  th o se  o f us who b e l ie v e  in  s p i r i t u a l  v a lu e s  u n i t e .  Let 
u s , d e a r -m in d e d , lo o k  a t  th e  dangerous tim es  we a re  going  th rough  
and l e t  u s  see  what i s  to d ay  th e  s p i r i t u a l  d u ty  o f  man. Beauty i s  no 
lo n g e r enough; n o r i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  t r u t h ,  no r p a s s iv e  goodness. M an's 
s p i r i t u a l  d u ty  to -d a y  i s  g r e a te r  and more complex th a n  in  th e  p a s t  
. . .  he m ust fo rm u la te  a  new u n iv e r s a l  r a l ly in g - c r y ,  ab le  t o  e s ta b l i s h  
u n i ty —t h a t  i s ,  harmony betw een m an 's mind and h e a r t .  He must f in d  
th e  sim ple words t h a t  w i l l  once more r e v e a l  t o  man t h i s  most sim ple 
t r u t h —t h a t  a l l  men a re  b r o th e r s .
AS in  a l l  p a s t  c r e a t iv e  ag es , th e  p o e t i s  ag a in  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  
th e  p ro p h e t. L et us have f a i t h  in  th e  s p i r i t  o f  man; in  th e  most 
d i f f i c u l t  moments, when th e  f a t e  o f mankind hangs in  th e  b a la n c e , th e  
s p i r i t  ta k e s  over r e s p o n s ib il i ty .® 3
J u s t  as g r e a t  a r t i s t s  o f  th e  p a s t  had a f fe c te d  a  union  o f  p o e t and p ro p h e t
® O lbid ., p .  251 .
8l I b i d . ,  p .  109 .
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  E ngland, p . I l 6 .
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  L ife  And L e t te r s ,  L (Septem ber 19^6), p p . 12^-25 .
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and th e re b y  opened r iv e rb e d s  in to  which r e a l i t y  flow ed, so K azan tzak is  
sought to  do . He ev inced  h is  immense f a i t h  in  h im se lf  in  a l e t t e r  to  
P r e v e la k is :
I t ' s  as  though we a re  th e  f i r s t  specim ens o f some fu tu r e  r a c e ,  and 
th e  p h y s ic a l  and p sy c h o lo g ic a l c o n d itio n s  around us a re  s t i l l  h o s t i l e .  
N e ith e r  th e  a i r  nor th e  a s p ir a t io n s  nor "human b e in g s '"  th o u g h t a re  
our " c l im a te ."  This i s  no t "rom anticism " o r " re v o lte "  o r  weakness 
o r  m erely  s t r e n g th .  I  f e l l  t h a t  i t  i s  som ething d e ep e r , more m y s tic a l ,  
more o rg an ic
B rin g in g  t h i s  view  to  b e a r  on th e  angu ish  o f a  c i v i l i z a t i o n  s tru g g l in g  f o r  
d e liv e ra n c e  from th e  many o p p ress iv e  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l ig io u s ,  and p h ilo s o p h ic a l  
masks which dom inated i t ,  K azan tzak is re v e rse d  P la to  and contended , “I  
chanced to  be born  in  an age when t h i s  s tru g g le  was so in te n s e  and th e  need 
o f  h e lp  so im p era tiv e  t h a t  I  could  q u ic k ly  see th e  i d e n t i ty  betw een my 
in d iv id u a l  s tru g g le  and th e  g re a t  s tru g g le  o f  th e  contem porary w o r ld ."85 
Whereas P la to  th o u g h t i t  p o s s ib le  to  d isc o v e r  in d iv id u a l j u s t i c e ,  harmony, 
and v i r tu e  in  th e  In d iv id u a l by rea d in g  i t  "w rit la rg e "  in  th e  s t a t e ,  
K azan tzak is b e lie v e d  i t  p o s s ib le  to  d isc o v e r  th e  lo cu s  o f th e  w o r ld 's  
an g u ish  and th e  p a th  to  overcoming same by re a d in g  i t  in d e l ib ly  w r i t te n  
in  th e  s u f f e r in g  and r e b e l l io u s  to rm ent o f  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  s e n s i t iv e ,  
c r e a t iv e  in d iv id u a l .  K azantzak is saw h is  p e rso n a l passage from b i r t h  to  
d e a th  in  term s o f t h i s  t h e s i s .  His e n t i r e  l i f e  i s  a  p o r tr a y a l  o f  th e  p a th  
to  freedom , t o  a  h ig h e r  human e x is te n c e  beyond hope and r a t i o n a l i t y ,  and 
d e s p a ir  and n ih i l is m , th rough  overcoming th e  many o b s ta c le s  w ith in  th e  
c o n tra d ic t io n s  o f  w o rd -ac tio n , m in d -f le sh , g o o d -e v il, m o r ta l i ty - im m o r ta l i ty ,  
e t c . ,  and becoming a  h ig h e r  man o f  u n ity  w ith  d iv e r s i t y  and h o n e s ty . H is 
i s  an unceasing  b a t t l e  w ith  th e  ab y ss, unceasing  q u es t f o r  im m o rta lity  in
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  L e t te r  to  P re v e la k is ,  1932, H. K azan tzak is , Nikos 
K a za n tz a k is , p .  256 .
^K azantzakis, Report, p. k$2.
13^
an age when man has succumbed t o  th e  masks and i s  en s la v e d , l i k e  K azant­
z a k is  1 ch ildhood  C re te , t o  o u te r  and in n e r  T urks. H is c ry — in  a  tim e o f  
bombs, w ars, r a t i o n a l i t y  tran sfo rm ed  in to  i r r a t i o n a l i t y ,  v io le n c e , church 
h y p o c risy , s c i e n t i f i c  e x c e sse s , d e s p i r i t u a l i z a t i o n  and b la n d n e ss , id eo ­
lo g ic a l  fe rm en t, e t c . —i s  one o f  th e  m aintenance o f  te n s io n  when co n fro n ted  
w ith  th e  veld , n o t escape from  freedom  b u t courage, com passion, f o r t i t u d e ,  
t r a n s u b s ta n t ia t io n ,  tra n sce n d en ce . K azan tzak is1 c r i e s  o u t a g a in s t  th e se  
p e rv e rs io n s  and f o r  th e  I n v is ib le ,  f o r  f u tu r e  man, c o -c re a t io n ,  d e liv e ra n c e , 
harmony, u n i ty ,  un ion  w ith  God and n a tu re , r e c o n c i l i a t io n  o f  f l e s h ,  s o u l,  
m ind, and w orld s p i r i t ;  i t  i s  an i n d iv id u a l i s t i c  r e b e l l io n  and r e - o r ie n ­
t a t i o n  w ith  im p o rtan t com m unitarian o v e rto n es—a q u e s t f o r  e x is te n c e  beyond 
n ih i l i s m . By o rg a n iz in g , a s s im ila t in g ,  and o rd e rin g  th e  s t im u l i  o f  onefe 
ex p erien ce  K azan tzak is b e lie v e d  men could  "not o n ly  come to  know o u rs e lv e s .  
P a r ,  f a r  more Im p o rtan t, we a re  ab le  to  tra n sc e n d  our own in sa n e ly  proud 
egos; p lung ing  them and tem pering  them in  th e  to rm ented  i t i n e r a n t  army o f 
Man. Kazantzaki s* was an e le v a t in g  view o f  th e  w orth o f  each  in d iv id u a l 's  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  f o r  a id in g  in  th e  world s t r u g g le .  He c o n s is te n t ly  h e ld  to  
h i s  o f t - s t a t e d  f a i t h  th a t  ev ery
man has a  c ry , h is  c ry , to  s l in g  in to  th e  a i r  b e fo re  he d ie s  . . . t h i s  
c ry  may s c a t t e r  in e f f e c tu a l ly  in  th e  a i r ,  t h a t  th e re  may be no e a r  
e i t h e r  below on e a r th  o r  above in  heaven to  h ea r  i t .  No m a tte r .  You 
a re  n o t a  sheep , you a re  a  man, and th a t  means a  th in g  which i s  u n s e t­
t l e d  and s h o u ts . W ell th e n —s h o u t.87
In  a n o th e r work he s a id  "the  b lo o d s ta in e d  endeavor o f  th e  S p i r i t  in  w hat­
so ev er f i e l d  o f  th e  e a r th ,  i s  a  u n iv e r s a l  human endeavor t h a t  b u r s ts  o u t 
and goes on in d e s t r u c t ib ly  in s id e  ev ery  human b e in g  who co n tin u es  th e
^ K azan tzak is , Spain, p . 11 .
^ K azan tzak is , Report, p . 4?8.
135
QQ
s t r u g g le ."00 W hile we o b v io u sly  b e l ie v e  K a za n tza k is ' s tru g g le  has much 
t o  o f f e r  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  ph ilo so p h y  th e re  a re  th o se  who d is a g re e .
B ien argues t h a t  K azantzak is was o n ly  c ir c u m s ta n t ia l ly  and never 
e s s e n t i a l l y  concerned w ith  p o l i t i c s ,  which B ien  d e f in e s  as th e  te c h n ic s  
o f  "how men behave in  groups in  s o c ie t i e s :  how ( to  go back  to  th e  ro o t  o f  
th e  word i t s e l f )  th e y  b u i ld  and m a in ta in  t h e i r  c i t i e s ,  d ev e lo p in g  a l l  th e  
d e l i c a te  compromises t h a t  en ab le  m asses o f  people t o  r e s id e  harm oniously  
to g e th e r  and p r o s p e r . H e  contends t h i s  was so because K azan tzak is was 
concerned p r im a r i ly  w ith  h is  own s a lv a t io n  and n o t th e  w e lfa re  o f  s o c ie ty .
He h o ld s  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  involvem ent was f o r  K azan tzak is o n ly  a  p a th  i;o 
in d iv id u a l i s t  s a lv a t io n ;  "We may speak , th e r e f o r e ,  o f  'K azan tzak is  and 
p o l i t i c s , '  b u t n o t o f  K azantzak is as a  p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r . "90 We b e lie v e  
t h a t  B ien , to  use a  t r i t e  p h ra se , makes a  " d i s t in c t io n  w ith o u t a  d if f e r e n c e "  
in  h i s  a n a ly s is  o f  K az a n tza k is ' p o l i t i c s .  C e r ta in ly  K azan tzak is  was n o t 
im m ediately  concerned w ith  th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b u t 
t h i s  a lone  does n o t d i s q u a l i f y  him, as B ien  Im p lie s , as a  va luab le  source 
o f  p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t. K azan tzak is ' was an a r t i s t i c  v is io n  b rough t to  
p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry . I t  was n o t t h a t  o f  th e  te c h n ic a l  a n a ly s t .  He ex p ressed  
h is  view  th u s ly ,  u n lik e  sc ie n c e  " a r t ,  on th e  c o n tra ry ,  has i t s  f i r s t  sou rce  
in  an i n t u i t i o n ,  e s ta b l i s h in g  a  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  g r e a t  r e a l i t y .  A v i s io n .
And th e n  q u i te  sim ply  and e f f o r t l e s s l y  a l l  th e  d e t a i l s  f a l l  in to  p la c e  and 
f in d  e x p re s s io n ."91 Many o f  th e  g r e a t  f ig u r e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t, from
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  S p a in , p .  37*
® % ien, The p o l i t i c s  o f  T w en tie th  C entury  N o v e lis ts ,  e d . P an ich as , p .  137. 
9 ° I b id . ,  p . 137-
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  C o n v ersa tio n  With M a r in e t t i ,  H. K azan tzak is , Nikos 
K azan tzak is , p . 110.
th e  p r e -S o c ra t ic s  t o  C icero  and A ugustine t o  Hobbes t o  N ie tz sch e , t o  name 
on ly  a  few , have ev inced  a  s im i la r  d is r e g a rd  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  m echanics. L ike 
them K azan tzak is  was n o t o n ly  c i r c u m s ta n t ia l ly  b u t a ls o  e s s e n t i a l l y  con­
cerned  about th e  m ores, v a lu e s ,  g o a ls ,  p r i o r i t i e s —th e  what o f a  p o l i t i c a l  
system —t h a t  d e te rm in e , t o  a  marked d eg ree  how "men behave in  groups and 
b u i ld  t h e i r  c i t i e s . "  Even though K az a n tz a k is ' fo cu s  was n o t on th e  mundane 
s t u f f  o f  everyday p o l i t i c s  b u t r a th e r  was on th e  I d e a ls ,  v a lu e s , e t c . ,  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  s o c ie ty  he was s t i l l  v e ry  much a  p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r .  Reviewing 
h is  i n t e r r e l a t e d  a r t i s t i c - p o l i t i c a l  r o le  as s e n t in e l ,  s e e r ,  v a lu e -g iv e r  
c r e a to r ,  a g i t a t o r ,  and r e b e l ,  K azan tzak is  r e a l i z e d  th e  g rave s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  t h i s  deno ted ;
I f  we open a  r iv e rb e d  by w r i t in g  o r  a c t in g ,  r e a l i t y  may flow  in to  
t h a t  r iv e rb e d ,  in to  a  co u rse  i t  would n o t have tak en  had we n o t i n t e r ­
ven ed . We do n o t b e a r  th e  f u l l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  n a tu r a l ly ,  b u t we do 
b e a r  a  g r e a t  p a r t .
W ritin g  may have been  a  game in  o th e r  ag es , in  tim es o f  e q u il ib r iu m . 
Today i t  i s  a  g rave d u ty .  I t s  purpose i s  no t to  e n te r t a in  th e  mind 
w ith  f a i r y  t a l e s  and make i t  f o r g e t ,  b u t  t o  p ro c la im  a  s t a t e  o f  m o b ili­
z a t io n  t o  a l l  th e  lum inous fo rc e s  s t i l l  su rv iv in g  in  our age o f t r a n ­
s i t i o n ,  and t o  u rge  men t o  do t h e i r  u tm ost t o  su rp ass  th e  b e a s t . 92
B ien  m is t r a n s la te s  K az a n tz a k is ' avowed g o a l o f  s e lf - tra n s c e n d e n c e  as b e in g  
a  n e g a tio n  o f  concern  w ith  o th e r s .  A c tu a lly , a s  th e  above passage  demon* 
s t r a t e s ,  K azan tzak is  was v e ry  much concerned w ith  a l l  m ankind 's s a lv a t io n .  
K azan tzak is  b e lie v e d  in d iv id u a l i s t  and s o c ie ta l  s a lv a t io n  to  be in ex ­
t r i c a b l y  en tw ined  f o r —t o  r e c a l l  an e a r l i e r  c i t a t i o n —th o s e , l i k e  Quevedo, 
who canno t save them selves cannot save o th e r s .  The form er i s  a  n e ce ssa ry  
p r e r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  th e  l a t t e r .  T h e re fo re , when K azan tzak is sought s a lv a t io n  
th ro u g h  h is  a r t  i t  was n o t m erely  an e g o c e n tr ic ,  s e lf -c o n c e rn e d  e x e rc is e  
b u t an a ttem p t t o  h e lp  a l l  mankind ach iev e  s a lv a t io n  from i n j u s t i c e ,  c r u e l ty ,
^ K a za n tza k is , R eport, p . 1+50.
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sod s u f f e r in g .  B ien re co g n iz e s  t h i s  s in  in  an a p t passage n ea r  th e
end o f  h is  e s sa y  which v i t i a t e s  somewhat h is  e a r l i e r  d e n ig ra t io n  o f
K a z a n tz a k is ' p o l i t i c a l  w r i t in g .  K az a n tz ak is '
h e ro es  a r e  models o f  s p i r i t u a l  achievem ent, encourag ing  r e a l i t y  to  
re a c h  them in  seme u n d efin ed  (and c o n s ta n tly  reced in g ) f u tu r e .  They 
d ie  and sometimes in  dy ing  h e lp  t o  in s p ir e  o th e rs  t o  l i v e  b e t t e r  and 
make b e t t e r  s o c ie t i e s ,  b u t p ro b ab ly  even more im p o rtan t th a n  t h i s ,  
th e y  v o ic e — and le a v e  beh ind  them—a c ry . T h is , though in ta n g ib le  
and s p i r i t u a l ,  i s  t h e i r  r i g h t  a c t ,  th e  one t h a t  w i l l  do most to  b r in g  
an  end t o  th e  i n ju s t i c e s  and chaos o f  th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  a g e . 93
Those who, l i k e  B ien , see  K azan tzak is as b a s ic a l ly  u n p o l i t i c a l  could  
make a  s tro n g e r  case  by a rg u in g  n o t t h a t  he was on ly  c i r c u m s ta n t ia l ly  
concerned w ith  p o l i t i c s  b u t by  p o in tin g  o u t th e  c o n tra d ic t io n s  in  th e  la b e l  
" p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r . "  That i s ,  i t  may be p o s s ib le  to  say  t h a t  t o  be t r u l y  
p o l i t i c a l  and a  w r i te r ,  in  th e  id e a l  sense  o f  th e  word meaning an accom­
p l is h e d  l i t e r a t i s t ,  i s  n o t p o s s ib le .  The argument cou ld  be waged on th re e  
l e v e l s ,  th e  f i r s t  two o f  which f in d  K azan tzak is p a r t i c u la r l y  v u ln e ra b le :
(1 ) t h a t  a  concern  w ith  p o l i t i c s  in e v i ta b ly  le s s e n s  th e  scope, w orth , and 
d u r a b i l i t y  o f  a  work o f  a r t ;  (2 ) t h a t  r a th e r  th a n  a r t  d e c is iv e ly  in f lu e n c in g  
p o l i t i c s  j u s t  th e  re v e rs e  seems t r u e  in  t h i s  c en tu ry ; (3 ) t h a t  a r t  can do 
l i t t l e  f o r  th e  common man, i . e . ,  who re a d s  K azan tzak is o r  lo o k s a t  an E l 
G reco—th e  p e a sa n t?  In  an in t r ig u in g  e s sa y  on a r t  and c u l tu re  T . S . E l io t  
ad d ressed  th e s e  p o in t s .  E l io t  b e lie v e d  a  s u p ra -n a t io n a l  netw ork o f  a r t i s t s  t o  be 
e s s e n t i a l  t o  th e  tra n sm is s io n  o f id e a s  and th e  advancement o f c u l tu r e .
P o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 's  d e s tro y e d , in  E l i o t ' s  v iew , th e  
v i t a l  s u p ra -n a t io n a l  harmony w ith in  th e  a r t i s t i c  community t h a t  was th e  
b a s is  f o r  h i s  rev iew , The C r i te r io n , a  v e h ic le  f o r  th e  in te rc h an g e  o f  id e a s .
He con tends t h a t  European l i t e r a t u r e  between th e  two World Wars was weakened
93fiien, The P o l i t i c s  o f  T w entie th  C entury  N o v e lis ts , <sd. P an ich as , 
pp. 156-57*
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In  p a r t  "by th e  o b sess io n  w ith  p o l i t i c s .  . . .  A u n iv e r s a l  concern  w ith  p o l i t i c s
oil
does n o t u n i t e ,  i t  d iv id e s ."'7 Through such d iv is io n  a r t  ie  p laced  i n  p ropa­
g a n d i s t s  c o n fro n ta tio n  w ith  a r t  w ith  a  r e s u l t in g  d i lu t i o n  o f  q u a l i ty .  P o l i t i c a l  
them es th u s  l e d ,  in  E l i o t ' s  assessm en t, t o  a  low ering  o f  th e  s ta n d a rd s  o f Euro­
pean  l i t e r a r y  o u tp u t o f  t h a t  p e r io d  because o f th e  I n t e l l e c tu a l  a n x ie t ie s  and 
p re s s u re s  p la c ed  on " p o l i t i c a l "  a r t i s t s  w ith in  c o n te s tin g  n a t io n - s t a t e s .
A ddressing h im se lf  t o  th e  second p o in t ,  th e  l n t e r r e l a t i o n a l l t y  o f  a r t  and 
p o l i t i c s ,  E l io t  l o l l i e s  t h a t  a r t  may be more s tro n g ly  in f lu e n c e d  by p o l i t i c s
th a n  v ic e -v e r s a  as  K azan tzak is  I n f e r s .  T h is i s  so  f o r  s e v e ra l  r e a s o n s . In
to d a y 's  la rg e  s o c ie t i e s ,  E l io t  s a y s , " th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  p o l i t i c i a n  has to o  much 
t o  do t o  have l e i s u r e  f o r  s e r io u s  re a d in g , even on p o l i t i c s .  He has f a r  to o  
l i t t l e  tim e f o r  exchange o f  id e a s  and in fo rm a tio n  w ith  men o f d i s t i n c t i o n  in  
o th e r  w alks o f  l i f e . "95 A r e l a t e d  and perhaps more im p o rtan t f a c to r  in  th e  
la c k  o f  In f lu e n c e  o f  a r t  on p o l i t i c s  l i e s  in  th e  tendency  f o r  th e  mass p u b lic  
t o  d i s t o r t  and a s s im ila te  l e s s e r  id e a s  f a r  below th e  b e s t  and w is e s t th e  le a d in g  
a r t i s t s  o f f e r .  The p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  even i f  he i s  aware o f  t h i s  t r e n d ,  
m ust d e a l  w ith  and accommodate th e  w idely  h e ld  concep ts p ropagandized  th ro u g h  mass 
a r t  "as i f  th e y  were th e  c o n s tru c tio n s  o f inform ed s a g a c ity ,  th e  in tu i t i o n s  o f  
g e n iu s , o r  th e  accum ulated wisdom o f  a g e s ."9 ^  O ther f a c to r s  v i t i a t i n g  a g a in s t  
th e  In flu e n c e  o f  a r t  over p o l i t i c s  to d ay  a re  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f t r a v e l  and th e  
expense o f  a r t .  These have le d  t o  a  le s s e n in g  o f  s o -c a l le d  " p r iv a te "  a r t  in  
fa v o r  o f "p u b lic "  o r  governm entally  su b s id iz e d  a r t .  T his 13 e s p e c ia l ly  v i s i b l e
9 ^ .  S . E l i o t ,  Notes Toward A D e f in i t io n  o f  C u ltu re  (London: F aber And
F a b e r, L im ited , 19^8), p .  117* , —
9 5 ib id . ,  p .  86 .
9 6 ib id . ,  p .  87 .
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in  th e  v i t a l  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  among a r t i s t s  o f  d i f f e r in g  n a t io n s .  What w ith  
th e  Immense work b e in g  done in  com parative so c io lo g y , an th ro p o lo g y , and 
p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry , a l l  n a tio n s  have become ex trem ely  c u ltu re -c o n s c io u s .
They have e s ta b l is h e d  o f f i c i a l  ag en c ies  t o  a s s i s t  i n  th e  a r t s  and s c ie n c e s .  
Many, l i k e  th e  B r i t i s h  C o u n c il, send and r e c e iv e  r e p r e s e n ta t lv e s —as exam- 
p le d  by K azantzakis*  v i s i t  t o  B r i ta in  fo llo w in g  World War Two. W ith th e  
c o ld  war r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t r a v e l ,  th e  in c re a s in g  c u l tu re  co n sc io u sn ess , th e  
in c re a se d  expense o f  a r t  and r e s e a rc h ,  and th e  d e le t io n  o f  p r iv a te  p a tro n ag e , 
governem tal d i s c r e t io n  over a r t  has expanded enorm ously . E l io t  o f f e r s  as 
p re v e n tiv e s  a g a in s t  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c o n tro l  r e c o g n it io n  o f  th e  need f o r  
a r t i s t s  t o  t r a v e l  as p r iv a te  c i t i z e n s  t o  meet one a n o th e r  w ith o u t o f f i c i a l  
ap p ro v a l plus# "Some sa fe g u a rd  may be p ro v id e d , a g a in s t  in c re a s in g  p o l i t i ­
c i s a t i o n  o f  th e  a r t s  and s c ie n c e , by encourag ing  lo c a l  i n i t i a t i v e  and resp o n ­
s i b i l i t y ;  and, a s  f a r  as p o s s ib le ,  s e p a ra t in g  th e  c e n t r a l  sou rce  o f  funds 
from  c o n tro l  over t h e i r  u s e ."9 7  a  f u r th e r  re a so n  f o r  th e  In flu e n c e  o f 
p o l i t i c s  on a r t  i s  th e  re so u rc e  w eakness, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  c r i s i s  t im e s , o f  
th e  a r t i s t i c  community in  te rm s o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  community. T h is was d i s ­
p lay ed  in  19U0  when th e  a r t i s t i c  community sh u t i t s  b o rd e rs  and tu rn e d  
w ith in  i t s e l f .  There was "a  g ra d u a l c lo s in g  o f  th e  m en ta l f r o n t i e r s  o f  
E urope. A k in d  o f  c u l t u r a l  a u ta rc h y  fo llo w ed  in e v i ta b ly  upon p o l i t i c a l  and 
economic a u ta r c h y ."9® E l io t  o b v io u s ly  wages p o w erfu l and lo g ic a l  a s s a u l t s  
on th e  K azantzak lan  p e rs p e c t iv e  v i s - a - v i s  th e s e  p o in t s .  However, on th e  
l a s t  l e v e l  o f  th e  argument which in  many ways i s  th e  m ost im p o rta n t, i . e . ,  
th e  q u e s tio n  o f  what a r t  can do f o r  th e  common man, K azan tzak is  i s  much l e s s
9 7 ib id . ,  p . 9^*
98 i b i d . ,  p . 2 1 6 .
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vu lnerable.
E l i o t  b e lie v e d  t h a t  a r t  d i r e c t l y  b e n e f l t te d  and was understood  by
an elite. He asserted that without contact among this elite—'Scientific,
a r t i s t i c ,  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and r e l ig io u s  g ro u p s—a s o c ie ty  may
d i s i n t e g r a t e . 99 T h is  g ro u p 's  u n i ty  spanned n a t io n a l  b o u n d aries  th ro u g h
I t s  g rounding  In  th e  th r e e  g r e a t  sou rces o f  W estern c i v i l i z a t i o n —I s r a e l
Rome, and G reece . 100 Y et E l io t  argued a ls o ,  in  somewhat c o n tra d ic to ry
fa s h io n , t h a t  f o r  th e  p erm eatio n  o f  id e a s  a  non-educated  language , i . e . ,
o f  th e  common p e o p le , i s  v i t a l .  Speaking o f  Welsh in  th e  p a r t i c u la r
in s ta n c e  E l io t  say s;
But i t  m ust be remembered, t h a t  f o r  th e  t ra n sm is s io n  o f  a  c u l tu r e —a 
p e c u l ia r  way o f  th in k in g ,  f e e l in g ,  and bahav ing—and f o r  i t s  m ain tenance, 
th e r e  i s  no sa feg u a rd  more r e l i a b l e  th a n  a  lan g u ag e . And t o  su rv iv e  
f o r  t h i s  purpose  i t  m ust co n tin u e  t o  be a  l i t e r a r y  language—not 
n e c e s s a r i ly  a  s c i e n t i f i c  language b u t c e r t a in ly  a  p o e tic  one; o th e r ­
w ise th e  sp read  o f e d u c a tio n  w i l l  e x t in g u is h  i t . 101
T h is  e sp o u sa l o f  an a r t i s t i c - p o e t i c  p e o p le 's  language as a  n e cessa ry  
v e h ic le  f o r  t r a n s m i t t in g  c u l tu r e — a d i r e c t in g  fo rc e  o f  d e s t in y —was sup­
p o r te d  in  s t i r r i n g  fa s h io n  by K azan tzak is . H is C re tan  b i r t h  among th e  
common p e o p le , h i s  m is t r u s t  o f  p s e u d o - in te l le c tu a ls  and s e l f - s e r v in g  
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  and h is  m a ltrea tm en t a t  th e  hands o f  v a r io u s  academ ics and 
l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s ,  a l l  le d  him t o  i d e n t i f y  h im se lf  w ith  th e  peop le  and t h e i r  
lan g u ag e . K azan tzak is  t e l l s  how im pressed  he was on m eeting  150 Greeks 
d u r in g  a  R u ssian  t r i p  in  1929 and d is c u s s in g  w orld is s u e s  w ith  them , " I f  
I  were C h r is t  s u re ly  my a p o s tle s  would be p eo p le  l i k e  th e s e .  Love, warmth, 
t r u s t .  The i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a re  b a r re n , d is h o n e s t ,  doomed. I  had f e l t  t i r e d
9^ Ib id ., p . 8k.
100I b id .,  p . 113.
1 0 1 I b i d . ,  p .  5 7 .
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and sa d . And w ith  th e s e  sim ple peop le  I  re g a in e d  my con fidence  in  man." 102
And, com paring th e  peop le  o f  h is  n a tiv e  ra c e  w ith  t h e i r  le a d e r s ,  he found ,
The G reek p eo p le  in  th e  m ountains and in  th e  i s la n d s  a re  su p e rb . They 
have g r e a t  v i r tu e s  and human d e p th . But t h e i r  le a d e r s  a re  a  d isg ra c e  
t o  them . And among th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  you w i l l  f in d  a  few young 
p eo p le  f u l l  o f  a s p i r a t io n ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r io s i ty ,  and d i s in te r e s t e d  
lo v e .  The o ld e r  ones a re  a l l  l o s t . 103
Thus K az a n tz a k is ' p e rso n a l answer t o  th e  f i f t h  q u e s tio n  he posed t o
B r i t i s h  i n t e l l e c t u a l s —what can be done to  b roaden  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  c o n ta c t
betw een i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  a r t i s t s ,  and th e  p eo p le?—was w ith in  th e  te rm s o f
E l i o t ' s  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  need f o r  a  p e o p le 's  l i t e r a r y  language^
In  th e  c r i t i c a l  e v o lu tio n a ry  s ta g e  th ro u g h  which our dem otic language 
i s  p a s s in g  i t  i s  n a tu r a l ,  e s s e n t i a l —and ex trem ely  u s e f u l—f o r  a  c r e a to r  
t o  t r e a s u r e  a v id ly  and t o  save as  much l i n g u i s t i c  w ea lth  as he can , as 
i n  s im i la r  p e r io d s  o f  D ante, R a b e la is ,  and L u th e r . Our to n g u e , because 
o f  th e  la z in e s s  and l i n g u i s t i c  ignorance o f  th e  ' i n t e l l e c t u a l s , '  and 
because  o f  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  c o r ru p tio n  o f  th e  peop le  su b je c te d  t o  f a u l ty  
s c h o o lin g  and newspaper Ja rg o n , i s  in  danger o f b e in g  deform ed and 
im p o v erish ed . The c r e a to r  i s  more anguished  by t h i s  danger th a n  any­
one e l s e ,  and because f o r  him ev ery  word i s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  s p i r i t  he 
knows t h a t  th e  g r e a te s t  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f a l l s  t o  him, he opens th e  do o rs  
o f  h is  works wide in  o rd e r  t h a t  th e  nouns and a d je c t iv e s  may f in d  a  
re fu g e  t h e r e .  T h is  i s  how i t  has always been ; th e  c r e a to r ,  in  th e s e  
endangering  p e r io d s ,  even though he knows th a t  h is  v o c a b u la r ly  may 
become o v e r la d e n , w ants t o  re c e iv e  under h is  ro o f  (he can n o t, he must 
n o t r e s i s t )  a l l  th e  hom eless l i n g u i s t i c  re fu g e e s  who a re  in  danger o f 
d y in g . Only in  t h i s  way can th e  c o n s ta n tly  in c re a s in g  l i n g u i s t i c  
w ea lth  be sav ed , t h a t  i s  to  say , s p i r i t u a l l y . 10^
102K a zan tzak is , l e t t e r  t o  E . Samios, 1929, H. K azan tzak is , Nikos 
K azan tzak is , p .  203*
• ^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  L e t te r  t o  B orje  Knos, 1952, i b i d . ,  p .  507 .
10i|Quoted in  F r i a r ,  " In t ro d u c t io n ,"  t o  K a z a n tz a k is ' The Odyssey, p .  x x ix . 
Adonis D e c a v e lle s , "The T o rre n t and th e  S u n ," p o e try , XCV (December 1959), p . 
178 ,  a s s e s s e s  The Odyssey in  term s o f t h i s  them e: "He has gone f o r  h is
m ajor sou rce  to ’ "the dem otic language which in  i t s  numerous d i a l e c t s  p re se rv e s  
r o o ts  and e lem en ts  from  a l l  p e r io d s ,  from Homer t o  th e  p re s e n t  d ay . To 
t h i s  he added what he has borrowed from w r i t te n  re c o rd s  o f  f o lk  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
and from  a l l  t h i s  he has produced a  homogeneous and p o w erfu lly  e x p re ss iv e  
medium, p e c u l ia r ly  h is  own, and th e  p e r f e c t  t o o l  f o r  h is  cosm ic, b u rn in g  
m essage. The language he has used i s  i t s e l f  an o th e r  Odyssey in  i t s  e x p lo ­
r a t io n s  and ach ievem ents . H is words a re  l i k e  w ild  p la n ts  p u lle d  from  th e
K azan tzak is  chose th e  G reek dem otic language , t h a t  o f  th e  p e a s a n t,  f i s h ­
erm an, and w orker, r a th e r  th a n  th e  p u r i s t  G reek o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  f o r  
h is  modern seq u e l to  Homer and f o r  o th e r  w orks. F or t h i s  re a so n  K azant­
z a k i s ' p o p u la r  r e p u ta t io n  abroad as w e ll as in  G reece has always been  
g r e a te r  th a n  h is  c r i t i c a l  one . T h is i s  dem onstra ted  in  America by th e  
la c k  o f  s ig n i f i c a n t  c r i t i c i s m ,  even though many have seen  th e  Broadway 
m u sica l and C acoyann is ' f i lm  v e r s io n  o f  Zorba, p lu s  Das8 i n ' s  re n d e rin g  
o f  The G reek P assio n  in  th e  f i lm  "He Who Must D ie ,"  w h ile  m i l l io n s  have 
re a d  th e  E n g lish  paperbound e d i t io n s  o f  h is  n o v e ls .  In  G reece t h i s  
d i s p a r i t y  i s  ev idenced  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  th r e e  hundred co p ie s  o f  th e  
o r ig in a l  e d i t io n  o f  The Odyssey, is su e d  in  1938, d id  n o t r e c e iv e  wide 
acc la im  and in  f a c t  d id  n o t even s e l l  o u t f o r  some tim e  a f t e r  t h e i r  
ap p earan ce . K azan tzak is e x p la in s  t h i s  phenomenon, "The i n t e l l e c t u a l s  o f  
A thens cannot u n d erstan d  t h i s ;  I  g iv e  i t  t o  th e  boatmen and fish e rm en , and 
th e y  have no t ro u b le ." 1 ° 5
deep  bosom o f  th e  e a r th ,  r o o ts  and a l l .  They sm e ll o f  t h e i r  p a s s io n a te  
and l u s t y  e a r th in e s s ,  o f  t h e i r  newborn f r e s h n e s s .  And y e t  in  th e  o ld  s o i l  
t h e i r  r o o ts  have fe d  upon th e  ages o f th e  lo n g  t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  c e n tu r ie s  o f  
human b lo o d  and wisdom. There i s  t h i s  d u a l i ty - in -o n e  in  K azan tzak is  him­
s e l f  and in  h i s  O dysseus. T h is  on ly  r e f l e c t s  th e  e n d le s s  d u a l i t i e s  
sy n th e s iz e d  and re c o n c ile d  i n  K azan tzak is and h i s  Odysseus i n  th e  warmth 
o f  l i f e  and a r t . "
The c o n te s t  betw een su p p o rte rs  o f  p u r i s t  G reek and s u p p o rte rs  o f  th e  
dem otic  i s  n o t waged m erely  on an  academic o r  l i t e r a r y  l e v e l  as  F r i a r ,  " In tro  
d u c t io n ,"  t o  K azan tzak is* , The Odyssey, p .  x x v i i i ,  e x p la in s : 'S ince  th e  b i r t h  
o f  th e  modern G reek n a t io n , a  p a s s io n a te  b a t t l e  has rag ed  betw een s c h o la rs  
and academ icians on th e  one hand, who have t r i e d  t o  Impose th e  p u r i s t  
tongue from above, and m ost a u th o rs—p o e ts ,  n o v e l i s t s ,  d r a m a t is ts —who, 
e q u a lly  proud  o f t h e i r  long  t r a d i t i o n ,  have found them selves unab le  t o  
e x p re ss  t h e i r  em otions in  an a r t i f i c i a l  and b lo o d le s s  tongue whose t e x tu a l  
r o o ts  go so  deep as  t o  evo lve  in to  no l iv in g  blossom . F i f t y  y e a rs  ago 
A then ians r io t e d  i n  th e  s t r e e t s  when a tro u p e  t r i e d  t o  s ta g e  th e  Q re s te la  
i n  modern t r a n s l a t i o n ,  and s e v e ra l  s tu d e n ts  were k i l l e d  i n  an a tte m p t t o  
keep The New Testam ent from  b e in g  t r a n s la t e d  in to  th e  dem otic to n g u e ."
■ ^ K a z a n tz a k is , c i t e d  by L e v i t t ,  J o u rn a l  o f  Modern L i t e r a tu r e ,  I I  
(November 1971), P* 1^3•
K azan tzak is*  a d o p tio n  o f  th e  d em o tic  a s  th e  l i t e r a r y  v e h ic le  f o r  
c a r ry in g  h i s  th o u g h ts  t o  th e  p e o p le  had th e  e f f e c t  o f  r e in f o r c in g  h i s  
i d e n t i t y  and se n se  o f  u n i ty  w ith  th e  common man. In  th e  same m anner in  
w hich he r e j e c t e d  th e  p s e u d o - i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a c a d e m ic - l i t e r a r y  lan g u ag e  t h a t  
Ig n o red  th e  p e o p le s  needs he r e j e c t e d  a l s o  p o l i t i c a l  s o lu t io n s  t h a t  d id  
n o t  in v o lv e d  th e  p e o p le  o f  G reece  and t h a t  w ere n o t  w rought th ro u g h  and 
by  th e  p e o p le .  I n  The F r a t r i c i d e s  K a z a n tz a k is  r e l a t e s  th ro u g h  F a th e r  
Y anaros h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  o f  th e  t h r e e  p o s s ib le  ro a d s  o u t  o f  th e  G reek  C i v i l  
w ar on w hich th e  book i s  b a s e d , G o d 's  i n t e r v e n t io n ,  th e  l e a d e r s — k in g s ,  
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  b is h o p s ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  and I n t e l l e c t u a l s —good w i l l ,  and 
th e  p e o p le 's  p a th ,  o n ly  th e  l a t t e r  o f f e r s  any h ope; "What t h i r d  ro a d ?
T here  i s  no t h i r d  ro a d !  I t  h a s n ' t  opened y e t .  We have t o  open i t  w ith  o u r 
l a b o r ,  p u sh in g  onward t o  make i t  a  r o a d .  And who a re  th e  'w e '?  The p e o p le !
T h is  ro a d  b e g in s  w ith  th e  p e o p le ,  g oes ahead  w ith  th e  p e o p le ,  and ends 
w ith  th e  p e o p le ." 10^  K a z a n tz a k is ' t e n a c i t y  i n  l i v i n g  by  th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  
th e  p eo p le 's  n eed s  and h i s  a d d re s s in g  h i s  a r t  t o  th o s e  n eed s i n  te rm s  th e  
common man c o u ld  com prehend r e p r e s e n t s  th e  p o p u l i s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  E l i o t ' s  
e l i t i s m  and th e  o n ly  f e a s i b l e  m anner o f  r e v e r s in g  th e  m odern t r e n d  and p re p a r in g  
f o r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  a r t  o v e r  p o l i t i c s .  D raw ing from  h i s  G reek  o r i g i n s ,  
th e  J u d e a o - C h r is t ia n  t r a d i t i o n ,  h i s  many t r a v e l s  and e x p e r ie n c e s ,  and h i s  
w ide l e a r n in g ,  K a z a n tz a k is  showed th e  ro a d  o f  s a l v a t i o n  t o  r i c h  and p o o r , 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  and p e a s a n t ,  m a s te r  and s e r v a n t .  One t r a v e r s e s  t h i s  ro a d  by  
s a v in g  God.
• ^ K a z a n tz a k i s ,  The F r a t r i c i d e s ,  p .  155*
CHAPTER IV
ORDER FROM CHAOS
Thus f a r  we have seen  K a za n tz ak ls ' d ia g n o s is  o f  th e  i l l s  o f  contem­
p o ra ry  W estern c i v i l i z a t i o n .  He b e lie v e d  th e  w idespread s u f f e r in g ,  in ju s ­
t i c e ,  and d e s p i r i t u a l i z a t i o n  d e r iv e d  from ; (1 ) m an's e s c a p is t  su rre n d e r  
t o  th e  maaks o f  id eo lo g y  and th e  h y p o c risy  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  r e l ig io n ,  
b o th  o f  which s t i f l e  th e  s p i r i t  r a th e r  th a n  r e le a s e  i t ;  (2 ) th e  dominance 
o f  th e  t e c h n o c r a t ic - m a te r ia l i s t i c  e th o s  w ith  i t s  many dehum anizing a s p e c ts ;  
( 3 ) th e  p a u c ity  o f sy n th e s iz in g  v is io n  among men o f th e  s p i r i t —a r t i s t s ,  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  p ro p h e ts , and r e l ig io u s  le a d e r s ;  (4) th e  eag ern ess  w ith  
which man a b d ic a te s  h is  burden  o f  freedom ; ( 5 ) th e  e x p lo s iv e  in c re a se  o f  
v io le n c e  in  th e  w o rld . B e lie v in g  t h i s  and v iew ing h is  p e rso n a l s a lv a t io n  
as  an a r t i s t  and hum anist t o  be a t  one w ith  th e  w o r ld 's  K azan tzak ls could  
say , th ro u g h  F a th e r  Y anaros, "Now, a l l  i s  chaos, and I ,  th e  worm, must 
b r in g  o rd e r ."1 I t  I s  t h i s  a ttem p t t o  b r in g  o rd e r—K azan tzak ls ' t h e o r e t i c a l  
p ro g n o sis  i f  you w i l l —t o  which we tu r n  our a t t e n t io n  in  th e  rem ainder 
o f  th e  d is c u s s io n .  K azan tzak ls p r o f f e r s  h is  p ro g n o sis  a3 an e x i t  from  th e  
t r a n s i t i o n a l  age , and r e a l l y  from  any t r a n s i t i o n a l  age , th rough  th e  concept 
o f  sav in g  God. Any p h ilo so p h y  o f  p o l i t i c s  such as K aza n tza k ls ' must n eces­
s a r i l y  answer th e  ch a rg e , n o t o n ly  o f  th e  p e rc e p tiv e n e ss  and a cc u ra te n e ss  
o f  i t s  a n a ly s is ,  b u t a ls o  th e  accu racy , m ean in g fu ln ess , and u se fu ln e s s  o f 
i t s  proposed s o lu t io n .  The c e n t r a l  theme o f  t h i s  exam ination  i s  t h a t
1Kazantzakis, The F r a tr ic id e s , p . 177•
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w hile  K az an tz ak ls ' p ro g n o sis  f o r  W estern c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  r a th e r  m y s tic a l 
and u l t im a te ly  demanding o f  men, i t  i s  r i c h  in  in s ig h ts ,  w holly o p e ra t io n a l ,  
and answ ers u n iq u e ly  th e  c e n t r a l  problem  o f modern man, i . e . ,  how to  
c o n s tru c t iv e ly  re so lv e  th e  c o n tr a d ic t io n  betw een th e  bound less freedom  th a t  
i s  h is  and th e  d e te r m in is t ic  fo rc e s  a t  p la y  in  m ass, te c h n o lo g ic a l  s o c ie ty .  
For t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  K azan tzak ls a tte m p ts  in  e f f e c t  t o  re n d e r  th e  in d iv id ­
u a l i s t  Z orbaic-O dyssean van tage  p o in t  o f  th e  C re tan  g lan ce  in to  a  v ib ra n t  
com m unitarian p e r s p e c t iv e ,  r e a l i z in g  t h a t  "a new decalogue i s  a b s o lu te ly  
n e c e s sa ry ."2 In  t h i s  c h a p te r  we w i l l  p ro v id e  an e x p l ic a t io n  o f th e  te n e ts  
o f  h is  new decalogue f o r  sav in g  God and man, an i n t e r p r e ta t io n  o f  h is  
se a rc h  f o r  v a l id  h u m an istic  p o l i t i c a l  c r i t e r i a  a p p lic a b le  to  t h a t  p ro c e ss , 
and—th ro u g h  fo llo w in g  th e  lo g ic  o f  t h i s  b a s ic  m etaphysics to  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n c lu s io n s—a d e s c r ip t io n  o f K azan tzak ls ' new m essian ic  id e a l-o rd e r  f o r  
modern man f o r ,  "His p o l i t i c s  grew ou t o f  h is  m etaphysics , h is  m etaphysics 
o u t o f  h is  p o l i t i c s . "3
Saving God: A P o l i t i c a l  M etaphysics
S pinoza once w ro te , "A ll th in g s ,  I  say , a re  in  G od.,,1+ F ran  t h i s  b a s ic  
c o rn e rs to n e  o f h is  a lg e b r a ic a l ly  p re c is e  ph ilo so p h y  he d e r iv e d  p ro o f o f 
G od 's omnipotence as  f r e e  cause unhampered by i n t e l l i g e n t ,  p u rp o siv e , o r  
m oral r e s t r i c t i o n s .  G iven th e  i n f i n i t e  po tency  o f G od/substance a l l
2K azantzakis, Report, p . 232.
^B ien , The p o l i t i c s  o f  T w entie th  C entury N o v e lis ts , ed . P an ich as , p .  139.
^B enedict de S p inoza, E th ic s , based  on t r a n s .  o f  W illiam  H. W hite as 
re v is e d  by Amelia H utchinson, ed . w ith  In tro d u c tio n  by James Gutmann (New 
York: H afner P u b lish in g  Company, I n c . ,  19^9)> P* 55*
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r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  w i l l  be a c tu a l iz e d .  Spinoza em phasized G od's a c t i v i t y  
as  cau se , i n f i n i t e l y ,  unconquerably , and e x h a u s tiv e ly  a c tu a l iz in g  p o ten ­
t i a l i t y .  In  t h i s  system  man p lay ed  no a c t iv e ,  p a r t i c ip a to r y  r o l e .  M an's 
d u ty  was th e  p a ss iv e  one o f emending h is  i n t e l l e c t  by s t r i v in g  f o r  s e l f -  
a c tu a l iz a t io n  th ro u g h  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  lo v e  o f  God. From t h i s  i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l  lo v e  would come "adequate id e a s "  o f God. These id e a s ,  a t ta in e d  
a t  th e  t h i r d ,  h ig h e s t  l e v e l  o f  S p in o z a 's  h ie a rc h y  o f knowledge, would 
en ab le  th e  mind to  p e rc e iv e  th in g s  in  a sp e c ts  o f  t h e i r  e t e r n a l i t y ,  d r iv e  
th e  em otions t o  su b se rv ien ce  a id  c o n tr o l ,  and know t h a t  "our s a lv a t io n ,  
o r  b le s s e d n e s s , o r  freedom  c o n s is ts  in  a  c o n s ta n t and e t e r n a l  lo v e  tow ard 
God, o r  in  th e  lo v e  o f  God tow ard m en ."5 S p in o z a 's  was th e  most p ro found , 
com prehensive, and r ig o ro u s  fo rm u la tio n  o f  th e  lo g ic  o f th e  P la to n ic -  
C h r is t ia n  on to logy  t o  i t s  d e te r m in is t ic  c o n c lu s io n s . The Im p lic a tio n s  
f o r  man o f t h i s  view  a re  many and f a r - r e a c h in g ,  th e  most Im portan t o f  
which comes from th e  e le v a t io n  o f  th e  fo rc e  o f  God as n e c e s s i ty  and th e  
c o r o l la ry  deem phasis on the. c a p a b i l i ty  o f  man f o r  c r e a t iv e ,  c o n s tru c t iv e ,  
and a f f irm a tiv e  freedom . I f  one a c c e p ts  th e  S p ln o s is t ic -C h r ls t ia n  view 
t h a t  " a l l  th in g s  fo llo w  from th e  e t e r n a l  d ec ree  o f  G o d , a n d  t h a t  a l l  
men, as f i n i t e  e x p re ss io n s  o f  th e  essen ce  o f  God in s o fa r  as  he i s  ex tended  
su b stan ce , have a b road  base  o f  "conmon n o tio n s"  on which th e y  n o t on ly  
should  r e l y  b u t on which th e y  m ust e v e n tu a l ly  a t  some p o in t  in  tim e a g re e , 
th e n  man e x i s t s  in  a  t r u l y  determ ined  w orld .
R e f le c t in g  on t h i s  mechanism from a  v an tage  p o in t  th r e e  c e n tu r ie s  l a t e r ,  
i t  seems t h a t  i f  th e r e  were such a  b road  b ase  o f  conmon knowledge a v a i la b le
5Ib id .,  p . 275.
^Ib id ., p . 125.
t o  men, i f  th e  w orld were so o rd ered  as Spinoza b e lie v e d , i f  th e r e  were 
a c e s s lb le  adequate id eas  from which and th rough  which we could  p e rce iv e  
th e  e ssen ce  o f  th e  w orld , and i f  man was determ ined  by  a l l  th e se  th in g s ,  
th e n  man would have made much more p ro g re ss  tow ard ach iev in g  a  l a r g e r  
degree o f  s t a b i l i t y  and u n ity  in  h is  world th a n  i s  th e  a c tu a l  s i t u a t i o n .  
I f  Spinoza was r ig h t  th e n  how does one e x p la in , as K azan tzak ls o b se rv es , 
t h a t  most
human b e in g s  a re  submerged in  th e  in fe rn o  o f  h a tr e d , b a r re n e s s ,  
a b s u rd i ty .  They a re  l ik e  peop le  who cannot re a d , who can make ou t 
o n ly  a  few l e t t e r s ,  b u t s t i l l  t r y  t o  re a d  from  th e  D ivine Song.
They mix up th e s e  l e t t e r s  and l i n k  words o r  p h ra se s  analogous to  
t h e i r  own humble d e s i r e s —fo o d , women, w e a lth , l o g i c .  I t  i s  l i k e  
re a d in g  some superb  work in  a  drowsy s t a t e .  Here and th e re  th e y  
d is t in g u is h  a  word and th e n  f a l l  back t o  s le e p .7
Spinoza e x p l i c i t l y  e x p la in s  away th e  sou rce  o f  much co n tro v ersy ^b u t
he a t  th e  same tim e im p l ic i t ly  does grave damage t o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
d iv e r s i t y  among men. The e x is te n c e  o f  d iv e r s i t y  and th e  c a p a b i l i ty  o f
s p o n ta n e ity  o f  men a re  th e  two most pow erfu l fo rc e s  in  th e  c r e a t i v i t y
and v i t a l i t y  o f  men. Spinoza, w ith  h is  pow erfu l em phasis on adequate
id eas  and re a so n  had tak en  from man much th a t  i s  o f  v a lu e  t o  him and much
t h a t  a llow s him th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  and a d a p ta b i l i ty  to  cope w ith  a  world
th a t  i s  j u s t  n o t as w e ll-o rd e re d , as r a t io n a l ,  as  e a s i ly  u n d e rs tan d a b le ,
as e a s i ly  e x p la in a b le  as th e  p la to n ic -C h r is t ia n  o n to lo g y  would have us
b e l ie v e .  Taken in  i t s  e n t i r e ty  S p in o za 's  system  has obvious w eaknesses
a lthough  th e r e  a re  s e v e ra l  p o in ts  o f  h is  thought which len d  them selves
r e a d i ly  to  contem porary a n a ly se s , such as K a z a n tz a k ls ',  o f  th e  human
p red icam en t.
K azantzakls, England, p . 84.
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W hile i t  i s  e q u a l ly  v a l id  t o  v iew  S p in o z a 's  p h ilo so p h y  on an  o n to lo g ic a l ,
l o g i c a l ,  o r  e p is te m o lo g ic a l  l e v e l ,  he o f f e r s  p e rh a p s  th e  m ost su s te n a n c e  
to d a y , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  v iew  o f  th e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  h is  o n to lo g y  and 
e p is te m o lo g y , when d is c u s s e d  on th e  e th i c a l /m o r a l  l e v e l  v i s - a - v i s  th e  
prob lem  o f  freed o m . S p in o z a *3 f r e q u e n t ly  c i t e d  p r in c ip l e  "freedom  i s  
th e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  n e c e s s i ty "  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m ean in g fu l f o r  man who 
l i v e s  on t h i s  s id e  o f  M arx, F re u d , and th e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o lu t io n .  T h is  
i s  so  b e ca u se  we have come t o  r e a l i z e  u n d e r th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e s e  men 
and th e  f o r c e  o f  th e s e  e v e n ts  t h a t  we a re  in d eed  d e te rm in e d  t o  a  d ra m a tic  
e x t e n t —c u l t u r a l l y ,  g e n e t i c a l l y ,  s o c i a l l y ,  by  o u r u n co n sc io u s  d r i v e s ,  e t c .
In  v iew  o f  t h i s ,  S p in o z a 's  c o u n se l t h a t  we m ust g a in  ad eq u a te  knowledge 
o f  e x t e r n a l  d e te rm in a te  c a u s a l i t y  seems a  sound p ie c e  o f  ad v ice  i f  we 
a re  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  th e s e  d e te rm in a n ts  and o u r  own f a t e .  However, S p in o z a 's  
f a t a l  e r r o r — and by  in f e r e n c e  t h a t  o f  th e  P la to n ic - C h r i s t i a n  o n to lo g y —la y  
i n  th e  s t r i c t u r e  t h a t  man i s  o n ly  a  p e r c e iv e r  who, once he re c o g n iz e s  
e x te r n a l  G o d -n e c e s s ity  from  w hich a c c o rd in g  t o  t h a t  cosm ology 
f lo w , m ust subm it t o  t h a t  d e te r m in a t io n .  K a za n tz ak is  bo rrow s from  " th e  
t h r i c e  h o ly  a s c e t i c ,  Spinoza"®  in  r e a c t in g  t o  th e  n e g a tiv e  r o le  a s s ig n e d  
t o  man th ro u g h  t h i s  e r r o r  and a r r i v e s  a t  a  more v i a b l e ,  dynam ic, m an -cen te red  
o n to lo g y  w ith  d e c i s iv e  p o l i t i c a l  im p o r t .  T ak ing  S p in o z a 's  b a s i c  in s ig h t  
i n t o  th e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  n e c e s s i ty  K a za n tz ak is  c o n s t r u c t s  a  system  in  w hich 
man c r e a te s  h i s  own f a t e  and t h a t  o f  God th ro u g h  s a v in g  God.
The b a s ic  c o rn e rs to n e  o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' p h ilo so p h y  was a  r e v e r s a l  o f  
S p in o za ; God "h u d d les  i n  a k n o t i n  e v e ry  c e l l  o f  f l e s h . "9 Ahd, "This 
w o rld  i s  n o t H is  v e s tm e n t, a s  I  once b e l ie v e d ;  i t  i s  God h im s e l f .  Form
®Kazantzakis, Spain, p . 120.
^Kazantzakis, The Saviors o f God, p . 91.
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and e ssen ce  a re  I d e n t ic a l .  . . . Zorba knew t h i s ,  b u t cou ld  n o t say  i t .  He 
danced i t .  I  th o u g h t t o  m y se lf, i f  on ly  I  can tra n sfo rm  t h i s  dance in to  
w ords . ”10 K azan tzak is d e r iv e d  from  t h i s  r e v e r s a l  o f  th e  S p in o z is t ic - C h r is t ia a  
cosmology p ro o f o f  th e  la c k  o f G od's om nipotence and em phasized th e  w orld 
o f  th in g s  and men as f r e e  cause unhampered by a  p rio rf. o th e r-w o r ld ly  i n t e l ­
l i g e n t  o r  p u rp o siv e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  T his i s  to  say  th a t  a l l  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  
b o th  good and e v i l ,  can and may be a c tu a l iz e d  f o r  n a tu re  has  no m o ra ls .
What man m ust do i s  t o  a c tu a l iz e  th e  good. He does t h i s  by sav in g  God.
As p o in te d  o u t in  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f th e  C re tan  g la n c e , God i s  th e  D iv in e , 
s p i r i t ,  th e  good, th e  4 la n  v i t a l ,  and many more th in g s .  D urant d is c u s s e s  
th e s e  v a r ie d  m eanings o f  God f o r  K azan tzak is ; sometimes K azan tzak is d e s c r ib e s
a  m y s tic a l  v is io n :  ' I  f e l t  a  command . . .  t o  become one w ith  th e  f e a r ­
f u l  e n t ic in g  Lover who l i e s  in  w a it i n  th e  d ark n ess  and whom we c a l l  
God. . . .  I  f e l t  t h a t  lo v e , d e a th , and God were one and th e  same. (The 
p ro c e ss  o f  l i f e ,  lo v e , re p ro d u c tio n , d e a th , new l i f e ,  lo v e  . . .  i s  
i t s e l f  God, a s  a  con tinuous c r e a t iv e  fo rc e  and f lo w .)  As th e  y e a rs  
went by , I  became e v e r  more d eep ly  aware o f  t h i s  t e r r i f y i n g  T r i n i t y . ' 
Sometimes he u n ite d  God and S a tan  in  a  'new s y n th e s is ' e x p re ss in g  th e  
m ora l am bivalence o f  a  w orld f lu c tu a t in g  betw een good and e v i l .  Or 
he i d e n t i f i e d  God w ith  th e  H e r a c le i t ia n  f lu x ,  alm ost w ith  r e v o lu t io n ;
'God i s  n o t th e  power t h a t  has found e t e r n a l  e q u ilib r iu m , b u t th e  power 
t h a t  i s  fo re v e r  b reak in g  ev e ry  e q u il ib r iu m , fo re v e r  s e a rc h in g  f o r  a  
h ig h e r  o n e . '  Or a g a in , l i k e  Thomas Mann, he o f fe re d  God as  th e  p ro g ­
r e s s iv e  's p i r i t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a t te r ' by  th e  heroes o f  m an 's m en ta l 
and m oral grow th; th e s e  n o b les  o f th e  s o u l gave d ev e lo p in g  form  and 
su b stan ce  t o  m an 's id e a l ;  th e y  were th e  'c r e a to r s  o f G o d .' So th e  word 
'G o d ,' which had ex p ressed  th e  h ig h e s t  id e a l  o f  men th ro u g h  g ro p in g  
c e n tu r ie s  o f  myth and hope, must n o t be allow ed to  d ie  because  one o f  
i t s  form s has fad ed  from th e  minds o f  edu ca ted  men. At th e  age o f s ix ty -  
seven  K azan tzak is  was s t i l l  'lo n g in g  f o r  G o d .'1!
The q u e s tio n  which p re s e n ts  i t s e l f  i n  view  o f  th e  im portance o f  th e  concept
o f  God in  K a z a n tz a k ls ' system  i s  w hether o r  n o t K azantzak is can a c c u ra te ly
b e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  an  a t h e i s t .  O p in ion  i s  d iv id e d  on t h i s  q u e s t io n  w ith  a
m a jo r i ty —th re e  o f  whom a re  B loch, p r e v e la k is ,  and Helen K azan tzak is—p o r tra y in g
10K azantzakis, Report, p . 468.
11Durant, In terp reta tio n s  o f  L ife , p . 290 .
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K azan tzak ls  as  a  pu re  a t h e i s t ,  w hile  some—’P ou lak id as  and S tav rou  among 
o th e r s —b e lie v e  t h a t  K azantzak is may have re tu rn e d  t o  C h r is t ia n  member­
s h ip  l a t e  in  l i f e . I 2 I t  i s  perhaps more c o r re c t  t o  say  t h a t  once K azant­
z a k is  had p assed  th ro u g h  phases o f N ietzschean ism , Buddhism, Marxism, and
I2Those who b e liev e  in  Kazantzakls' atheism s ta te  th e ir  views thu sly: 
Bloch, journal o f  Modern L iterature, I I  (November 1971)# P* 90; "Kazant­
zak is' world i s  devoid o f an external God. i l lu s io n  reigns supreme, death 
i s  the only cer ta in ty , and even death may be a dream. Yet the Greek p o et's  
nature i s  permeated with extreme r e l ig io s i t y  and a th ir s t  for  sainthood . . . 
[The Divine Being} who i s  neither the B ib lica l nor the C hristian God, 
bears the innumberable masks o f nature and i s  a pure projection  o f the human 
mind who conceives I t .  To Kazantzakls God i s  merely a human creation ."
F re v e la k is ,  Nikos K azan tzak ls And H is Odyssey, p .  135; "But beh ind  
appearances does tb e r e  e x i s t  a  m etap h y sica l u n i ty ,  a  r e a l  Being? The 
c o n c lu s io n  o f  The S av io rs  o f  God had g iv en  th e  answ er. I s  th e r e  a t  l e a s t  
an e t h i c a l  w orld? M o ra lis ts ’ s e l l  th e  tem pora l as  e t e r n a l .  N othing e x i s t s  
ex cep t an In co n ce iv ab le  and c o n tin u a lly  renewed en e rg y . Man o u t o f  c o n c e it  
I d e n t i f i e s  h im se lf  w ith  i t ,  r id e s  w ith  t r a g ic  Joy th e  c a ta r a c t  b e a r in g  
him tow ards th e  a b y s s ."
H. K azan tzak ls , Nikos K az an tz ak ls . p .  b33, r e l a t e s  how t h e i r  m arriag e  
ceremony was moving "even f o r  a th e i s t s  l i k e  o u r s e lv e s ."
W hile th o se  whp deny th e  atheism  o f K a za n tz a k is ' l a t e r  y e a rs  say :
C. N. S tav ro u , "Some Notes on Nikos K a za n tza k is ,"  C olorado Q u a r te r ly ,
X II  (W in te r 196*0, P* 321; "K a z a n tz a k ls , l i k e  J o y c e , made some b o ld  Ic a ir ia n  
p a s s e s  a t  th e  su n , b u t  th e  wax on h i s  w ings n ev e r m e lte d  t o  th e  p o in t  o f  
d a n g e r . K a z a n tz a k is ' O dysseus c o n ce iv e s  o f  h im s e lf  a s  a  s p e c ie s  o f  N ie t -  
z sc h e an  Superman and may b e  c a l l e d  an  a t h e i s t .  B ut th e  K a z a n tz a k ls  o f  The 
L a s t  T em p ta tio n  o f  C h r i s t  acco m plished  a  p r o d i g a l 's  r e t u r n  home i n  exem plary  
fa s h io n --d .o u b ly  s e c u r e ,  b e  i t  added i n  th e  knowledge t h a t  he  was sav ed  and 
t h a t  h i s  s a f e t y  c o u ld  n o t  be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a  c l o i s t e r e d  v i r t u e .  The g o d le s s ­
n e s s  o f  a  Jam es Jo y ce  was c o m p le te ly  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  K azan tzak is*  p e r c e p t io n  
and re s p o n se  t o  l i f e  a lth o u g h  he h im s e lf  was n o t c o m p le te ly  aw are o f  i t  
u n t i l  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  i n  l i f e .  However, The p o o r Man o f  God, a  w ork ab o u t 
S t .  F r a n c is  r e v e a l s  th e  a n c ie n t  m a rin e r  K a z a n tz a k is , r e tu r n in g  t o  th e  b e l i e f  
o f  th e  young boy r a i s e d  by  th e  F ra n c is c a n  monks and t o  th e  d e v o u tn e ss  o f  
th e  young man s e e k in g  e n lig h te n m e n t in  th e  m o n a s te r ie s  o f  M acedonia. N e i th e r  
h i s  e x i l e  from  c o u n try  n o r b i s  a p o s ta s y  from  C hurch was a s  f i n a l  o r  as  
i r r e v o c a b le  a s  J o y c e 's . "
P o u lak id a s , "The Novels o f  K azantzakls And T h e ir  E x i s t e n t i a l  S ources" 
(U npublished Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ) ,  p p . l U 7 - ^ ,  con tends t h a t  w h ile  on th e  
one hand O dysseus, Z orba, and C ap ta in  M ichales r e j e c t  r e l ig io u s  com fort and 
do n o t r e a l l y  be long  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  community "On th e  o th e r  hand, K azant­
z a k is  does n o t r e fu s e  to  acknowledge th e  power and v a lu e s  o f  C h r i s t 's  
m essage. The L ast T em ptation o f  C h r is t , The Greek P a ss io n , S a in t F r a n c is , 
and The F r a t r i c id e s  a re  K azan tzak is ' testim o n y  in  b e h a lf  o f  a  p o s i t iv e  th e -  
o logy : 'o n ly  t h i s “ f i n a l  One s t i l l  l iv e s  and re ig n s  as G o d .' To ig n o re  t h i s
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H ellen ism , he was, because o f h is  background, h is  concern  w ith  th e  s o u l,  
and h is  e v a lu a tio n  o f  th e  moving power o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  myth, b rough t back 
t o  C h r is t ia n  them es. A lthough C h r is t ia n  b e l i e f s  do n o t c o n s t i tu te  th e  
t o t a l i t y  o f  h i s  p h ilo so p h y  he adopted c e r ta in  C h r is t ia n  p o s tu la te s ,  l a t e  
in  l i f e ,  f o r  a  n o n -C h r is tia n  p e r s p e c t iv e .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  K azantzak is 
was—as someone, Proudhon p e rh ap s , once s a id  o f N ie tzsch e  and Feuerbach—an 
a n t i - t h e i s t .  That i s ,  l i k e  th e y , he opposed n o t so much th e  id e a  o f  God 
b u t th e  in t e r p r e ta t io n s  and usages to  which th e  id e a  was p u t by G od's 
e a r th ly  fo llo w e rs .  He, l i k e  th e y , was avowedly a n t i - c l e r i c a l  and r e l e n t ­
l e s s l y  b a t t l e d  th e  I n s t i tu t io n a l iz e d  chu rch . While i t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  t o  
d e f i n i t i v e l y  re so lv e  t h i s  q u e s tio n  H e le n 's  re co u n tin g  o f  K azan tzak is ' 
d e a th  would seem t o  in d ic a te  t h a t  he p e r s i s te d  in  h is  a n t i - th e is m , i f  no t
o u t r ig h t  a th e ism , th ro u g h  h i s  l a t e r  y e a rs  even when fa ce d  w ith  th e  abyss:
•
T hat S a tu rd ay  (O ctober 26 , 1957) two p a s to r s  came in to  our room.
The r e g u la r  one, th e  P r o te s ta n t  p a s to r ,  and th e n  th e  C a th o lic  p r i e s t .  
Nikos tu rn e d  h i s  fa c e  t o  th e  w a ll F u l l  o f  hope, I  had n o t th o u g h t 
o f  th e  end . 'N ikosm ou,' I  sc o ld e d . 'What y o u 'v e  j u s t  done i s n ' t  p o l i t e .  
I t ' s  S a in t D im i t r i 's  Day; th e  poor men wanted t o  p le a s e  u s . '  He d i d n 't  
say  a  word. He on ly  tu rn e d  h is  fa c e  tow ard me and asked f o r  a  d r in k .13
Such n u l l i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  r e a s s u r in g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n
cosmology c a r r i e s  w ith  i t  many profound consequences. The most im portan t
o f  th e s e  l i e s  in  i t s  n i h i l i s t i c  p o t e n t i a l .
s id e  o f  K a z a n tz a k is  i s  v e ry  m is le a d in g , b ecau se  one i s  th e n  tem p ted  t o  a l ig n  
him w ith  th e  F ren ch  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  S a r t r e  and  Camus. O n e c a n  say  t h a t  
The F r a t r i c i d e s  p u b lis h e d  posthum ously  was w r i t t e n  so  t h a t  K a z a n tz a k is  
c o u ld  a s s u re  f o r  h im s e lf  a  m ansion  i n  heaven  and t h a t  i t  i s  h i s  re p e n ta n c e  
and c o n fe s s io n ,  h i s  r e p u d ia t io n  and n u l l i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  g r e a t  'S i l e n c e ' 
and S eq u e l w r i t t e n  a t  th e  p rim e o f  h i s  l i f e .  T h is ,  o f  c o u rs e , i s  s t r e t c h i n g  
th e  p o i n t .  One m ust c o n s id e r  a l l  o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' w ork and n o t o n ly  p a r t  
o f  i t  i n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  O dysseus and th e  o th e r  c h a r a c t e r s . "
13h. K azantzakis, Nikos K azantzakls, pp. 561- 62 .
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K a z a n tz a k is 1 n ih i l i s m  h a s  b een  and I s  a t  p r e s e n t  a  h o t ly  c o n te s te d  
i s s u e .  T here  a re  com m entators on b o th  s id e s  o f  th e  is s u e  and th e y  
u s u a l ly — a s  K a z a n tz a k is  was a t  no tim e  co n cern ed  w ith  c o n c is e n e s s  o r  c o n s is ­
te n c y — s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c a s e s  q u i t e  w e ll  from  h i s  w r i t i n g .11* K a z a n tz a k is ' 
a s c e t i c  i n c l i n a t i o n ,  h i s  Buddhism , and h i s  id e a l is m , a l l  le a d  t o  a  
te n d e n c y  t o  n e g a te  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  w o rld , how ever, he  u l t im a te ly  
r e j e c t e d  th e  n i h i l i s t  s o l u t i o n .  H is f i r m  ad h eren ce  t o  th e  p o t e n t i a l  
goodness in  th e  w orld  and th e  d u ty  o f  man t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  goodness th ro u g h  
a f f i r m in g  l i f e  i s  e x p re s s e d  th ro u g h  h i s  em phatic  l o y a l t y  t o  h i s  t a s k  o f  
s a v in g  God.
l^ B len k in so p p , Commonweal, X CIII (F ebruary  26 , 1971). P . 518. has 
reco g n ized  t h a t  " in  k a z a n tz a k is 1 th in k in g  th e r e  a re  u n reso lv ed  an tin o m ies, 
a m b ig u itie s ,  u n re c o n c ile d  p o l a r i t i e s  o f  e x p re s s io n ." T h is has le d  t o  
many p h ilo s o p h ic a l  c o n tra d ic t io n s  and d i f f e r in g  in te r p r e ta t io n s  o f  h is  
m ajor v iew s— in c lu d in g  n ih i l i s m .
One s c h o o l, t o  which th e  fo llo w in g  b e lo n g , contends K azan tzak is was 
a  n i h i l i s t :
P re v e la k is , Nikos K azan tzak ls And H is Odyssey, p .  13k, f in d s  K azant­
z a k is  in  th e  mid-l<5®0 ys  ’’'tu rn in g  tow ard t o t a l  n in i l i s m ."
Owen A. A ld rid g e , "The Modern S p i r i t ;  K azan tzak is And Some o f  H is 
C o n tem p o ra rie s ,"  J o u rn a l  o f  Modern L i t e r a tu r e , I I  (November 1971). P« 305, 
s p e c i f ie s  a  "most Im portan t pH llosqph lc  theme u n d e rly in g  K azan tzak is ' 
m ajor works—th e  concept o f  h e ro ic  n ih i l i s m ."
D uran t, I n te r p r e ta t io n s  o f L if e , p .  289 , b e l ie v e s  The Odyssey t o  be 
p o s s ib ly  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  poem o f our c en tu ry  " d e sp ite  th e  n ih i l is m  o f i t s  
p h ilo so p h y ."
A nother sch o o l ho ld s  t h a t  K azan tzak is was n o t a  n i h i l i s t :  
Hadgopoulos, "O dysseus' Choice; A Comparison And C o n tra s t o f  Works 
by A lb e rt Camus and Nikos K azan tzak ls"  (un p u b lish ed  Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ) , 
p .  150; "both  Camus and K azantzak ls a ttem p ted  t o  c h a r t  a  way o u t o f  
n ih i l i s m , th e  contem porary anguish  and m ise ry  which has le d  t o  a  sen se  o f 
human in d if f e r e n c e  and s p i r i t u a l  a p a th y ."
S ta n fo rd , The U lysses Theme, p .  233. d is c u s s e s  how Odysseus and th e  
b e a u t i f u l  c o u r te sa n , Mtargaro, r e a l i z e  th e  i n s u b s t a n t i a l i ty  o f  th e  w orld . 
The young p r in c e ,  w ho'has le a rn e d  t h i s  from them , "d ecid es t o  c a s t  away 
a l l  h i s  e a r th ly  p o s se s s io n s . He has chosen th e  v ia  n e g a tiv e . But Margaro 
and Odysseus choose th e  way o f  accep tan ce; th e y  w i l l  endeavour t o  f i l l  
th e  vacuum o f  l i f e  w ith  Jo y . In  t h i s  ep isode  th e  Odysseus o f  K azantzak ls 
r e j e c t s  th e  u l t im a te  n ih i l is m  o f P a s c o l l 's  U ly sses , j u s t  as he has e a r l i e r  
r e je c te d  th e  hollow  h e ro ic s  o f  d 'A n n u n z io 's  N av igato r H ero ."
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K a z a n tz a k ls  s t a t e s  t h i s  a l le g ia n c e  t o  h i s  co n cep t o f  sa v in g  God in
v a r io u s  p a s sa g e s  i n  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  h i s  w orks. In  The L a s t T em p ta tio n  o f
C h r i s t  Ju d a s  c r i e s  o u t ,  "Man m ust f i g h t  t o  b r in g  ab o u t th e  M essiah .
O dysseus s a y s ;
I  know t h a t  God i s  e a r l e s s ,  e y e le s s ,  and h e a r t l e s s  to o ,  
a b r a i n l e s s  D ragon Worm t h a t  c raw ls  on e a r th  and hopes 
i n  a n g u ish  and i n  s e c r e t  t h a t  w e 'l l  g iv e  him s o u l ,  
f o r  th e n  h e ,  to o ,  may s p ro u t  e a r s ,  e y e s , t o  m atch h i s  
g ro w th ,
b u t  God i s  c la y  i n  t e n  f i n g e r s ,  and I  mold him!
He sp o k e , and h i s  t e n  f i n g e r s  shaped  th e  em pty a i r . - 1-®
He h e a r s  G o d 's  c r y ,  "Help me, my so n . I 'm  cau g h t i n  y o u r d a rk  l o i n s !  I
g r o a n ! I n  R ep o rt K a z a n tz a k is  s a y s ,  "Blowing th ro u g h  heaven  and e a r t h ,
and i n  o u r  h e a r t s  and th e  h e a r t  o f  e v e ry  l i v i n g  th in g ,  i s  a  g ig a n t i c
b r e a t h - - a  g r e a t  C ry—w hich we c a l l  G od."1® In  su ch  a  v iew  G o d 's  e x is te n c e
i s  te n u o u s  a t  b e s t .  H is  l i g h t  i s  p e r i s h a b le .  I t  i s  t o  m an 's  su p p o rt
t h a t  God m ust lo o k  f o r  p r e s e r v a t io n .  In  t r a n s i t i o n a l  t im e s  G o d 's  s u r v iv a l
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r i l o u s ;  "R e tu rn in g  from  Mount A thos, I  f e l t  f o r  th e  f i r s t
F r i a r ,  " P re fa c e ,"  t o  p r e v e la k i s ' ,  Nikos K azantzakls And H is Odyssey, 
p .  10 , e x p re sse s  h is  o n ly  o b je c tio n  t o  p re v e la k is ' i n t e r p r e ta t io n  o f 
K azan tzak is  i s  t h a t  h e , F r i a r ,  u n lik e  p re v e la k is ,  does n o t b e l ie v e  K azant­
z a k ls  t o  be a  n i h i l i s t ;  "what Im pressed me m ost, what I  found e x h i la r a t in g  
and to n ic ,  was th e  h e ro ic  a f f irm a tio n  o f  l i f e  which he shou ted  in to  th e  
maw o f  th e  o b l i t e r a t i n g  v o id . What I  r e c a l l  most i s  th e  g r e a t  Yes, and 
n o t th e  g r e a t  No. . . .  I am c e r t a in  t h a t  what a re a d e r  u l t im a te ly  d e r iv e s  
from The Odyssey, as from The S av io rs  o f  God, i s  n o t n i h i l i s t i c  d e s p a ir  
b u t th e  e x a l t a t io n  o f  l i f e  and manrs—f a te
■ ^K azantzak is, The L a st Tempt a t  Ion  o f  C h r is t , p .  17.
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  The Odyssey, Book VIII, l i n e s  830-36, p .  250 .
^ I b i d . ,  Book XIV, l i n e  1052, p .  kk2.
1®Kazantzakis, Report, p . 291 .
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tim e t h a t  C h r is t  wanders about hungry and hom eless, t h a t  He I s  In  d an g er, 
and t h a t  i t  I s  H is tu rn  t o  be saved—by man. "-*-9 One com m entator, In  ana­
ly z in g  t h i s  co n cep t, l in k s  D ostoyevsky and K azan tzak is as " f r ie n d s  o f  God" 
and t r a c e s  such f r ie n d s h ip  t o  i t s  founding  on two b a s ic  id e a s ;
f i r s t ,  th e  n o tio n  t h a t  th e re  was a  g ra d u a l change from  o b je c t iv e  t o  
s u b je c tiv e  grounds in  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  c r e a t io n ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  man, 
from  a c ce p tin g  an o b je c t iv e  w orld in  which God (who had c re a te d  him) 
e x is te d ,  u l t im a te ly  th o u g h t o f  h im se lf  as th e  c r e a to r  o f  th e  id e a  o f  
God (who th e re fo re  jo in e d  th e  s u b je c tiv e  w orld w ith in  th e  mind o f  m an). 
Second, th e r e  i s  th e  subsequent assum ption by  man o f a  sense  o f  re sp o n ­
s i b i l i t y ,  o r  concern , over th e  p o s i t io n  and m e r its  o f  a  tra n sc e n d a n t 
Being w ith in  a  s o le ly  s u b je c tiv e  w orld which was c re a te d  by man and 
must th e r e fo r e  be s u s ta in e d  by him . 0
Thus, armed w ith  t h i s  knowledge and r e s p o n s ib i l i ty ,  K azan tzak is , who r e a l iz e d
w ith  Zorba and Odysseus t h a t  th e  g r e a t ,  sublim e One does n o t t r u l y  e x i s t ,
tu rn e d  n o t away from th e  w orld th ro u g h  n ih i l is m  as some would have i t  b u t
t o  th e  b a t t l e  f o r  c r e a t in g  and s u s ta in in g  God;
The m ajor and alm ost th e  on ly  theme o f  a l l  my work i s  th e  s tru g g le  o f  
man w ith  'G o d ': th e  u n y ie ld in g , in e x tin g u ish a b le  s tru g g le  o f  th e  naked
worm c a l le d  'Man' a g a in s t  th e  t e r r i f y i n g  power and d ark n ess  o f  th e  fo rc e s  
w ith in  him and around him . The s tu b b o rn ess  o f  th e  s t r u g g le ,  th e  t e n a c i ty  
o f  th e  l i t t l e  sp a rk  in  i t s  f ig h t  t o  p e n e tra te  th e  a g e -o ld , b o und less  
n ig h t  and conquer i t .21
^ 9 ib id . ,  p .  236 .
20F re d e r ic k  J .  Hoffman, "The F rie n d s  o f  God; D ostoyevsky and K a z a n tz a k is ,"  
i n  h i s  The B nagination*s Mew Beginning (U n iv e rs ity  o f  N otre Dame P re s s ,  1967) ,  
p .  49 . B onhoeffer i s  a n o th e r  who made th e  com pelling  demand t h a t  we must 
save God. In  th e  second v e rse  o f  " C h r is t ia n  and U n b e lie v e r ,"  l e t t e r s  and Papers 
from  P r iso n , e d . E berhard  Bethge (New York: The MacMillan C o ., 1963) ,  p . ”"25;
Men go t o  God when he i s  so re  b e s te d ;
f in d  him poor and sco rn ed , w ith o u t s h e l t e r  o r  
b re a d ,
whelmed under w eight o f  th e  w icked, th e  weak, 
th e  dead:
C h r is t ia n s  s ta n d  by God in  h is  hour o f  g r ie v in g .
We w i l l  e x p lo re  in  a  l a t e r  s e c t io n  th e  manner in  which B onhoeffeA  co n cep t, 
w r i t te n  above a  few months p r io r  t o  h i s  e x e c u tio n , p a r a l l e l s  K a za n tz ak is ' in  
f u l f i l l i n g  th e  lo g ic  o f  Hoffman' s a n a ly s is .
2lKazantzakis, Letter t o  Borje Knos, 1952, H. K azan tzak ls , Nikos 
Kazantzakis, p .  507•
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In  t h i s  s tru g g le  K azan tzak ls p u t man a t  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  u n iv e rse :
He gave man b o th  In d iv id u a l  and u n iv e r s a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e ,  e n a b lin g  an 
I n d iv id u a l i s t i c  v o lu n ta rism  t o  se rv e  t r a n s ln d lv id u a l l s t i c  e n d s . By 
r e a l i z in g  t h e i r  own p o t e n t i a l i t i e s ,  by overcoming s lu g g ish n e ss  and 
e x e r t in g  o u r v i t a l i t y  w hether s e x u a lly ,  m a r t i a l ly ,  o r  m e n ta lly , we 
save god a"d push e v o lu tio n  forw ard.22
F or K azan tzak is th e  fo rw ard  push o f  e v o lu tio n  by man f o r  tra n sin d iv id u a l* *
i s t i c  ends can o n ly  come th ro u g h  one system —subm ission  t o  a  new harm onious
and u n ify in g  v is io n a ry  id e a l :
t h i s  system  sunanons and c o m m a n d s  a l l  ou r f o rc e s :  v i z . ,  we must fo llo w
a  rhythm  t h a t  I s  h ig h e r  th a n  o u r s e lv e s .  Only in  t h i s  way can m an's 
e x is te n c e  become noble and in te g r a te d .  Only th u s  can h i s  energy  t r a n s ­
cend th e  s t i f l i n g  l im i t s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l .  Only he who b e l ie v e s  and 
obeys such  a  rhythm  can l i v e  p e r f e c t ly  h is  own t i n y  in d iv id u a l  l i f e .
As soon a s  a  b e l ie v e r  c lim bs o n to  th e  py re  o r  s e t s  about d o ing  a  b rav e  
deed o r  even J u s t  s i t s  ca lm ly  on h is  own d o o rs te p , th e  l i f e  in s id e  
him e r u p ts ,  a l l  f lo o d ed  w ith  l i g h t .  In  th e  f l i c k e r  o f  an e y e la sh , 
he f e e l s  such Joy  a s  a l l  th e  lo g i c a l  n o n -b e lie v e rs  cannot f e e l  in  a  
whole c e n tu ry . The f a i t h f u l ,  m ost a s c e t ic  method has always been th e  
s u r e s t  and m ost f r u i t f u l  f o r  m an 's l i v in g  in te n s e ly —n o t th e  l i f e  t o  
be h e r e a f t e r —b u t th e  p re s e n t  l i f e  h e re  and now on e a r th .  Only th ro u g h  
f a i t h  can th e  m asses be e le v a te d ,  what do we mean by t h e i r  be in g  
"e le v a te d ? "  We mean th e  s u b je c t io n  o f  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  and needs t o  a 
h y p e r in d iv id u a l,  o r  r a t h e r ,  t o  th e  d e e p e s t human rhythm .
Our d u ty , i f  we f in d  t h i s  rhythm , i s  t o  a l l y  o u rse lv e s  w ith  i t .
And how? By fo llo w in g  i t s  own method: v i z . ,  by tra n sm u tin g  a s  much 
m a te r ia l  su b stan ce  a s  p o s s ib le  in to  s p i r i t .  In  th e  human rea lm , t h i s  
s tru g g le  i s  complex and u n c e r ta in .  F o r what we c a l l  "m a te r ia l su b s tan ce"  
and what we c a l l  " S p i r i t "  a re  in te rc h a n g e a b le . W hatever was once a  
movement o r  an Im pulse upward in  th e  fo reg o in g  g e n e ra tio n —w hatever 
was once s p i r i t —becom es, i n  th e  subsequen t g e n e ra tio n , m o tio n le ss , 
s t i f l e d ,  heavy, and in  tim e r e a c t s  J u s t  l i k e  su b s ta n c e . A B rea th  
( c a l l  i t  R e lig io n , Race, I d e a l ,  F a th e r la n d )  t h a t  had once r i s e n  l i k e  
f i r e ,  t h a t  had once c r e a te d ,  d ie s  down a f t e r  a  few c e n tu r ie s ;  i t  i s  
s lo w ly  reduced  t o  em bers, and f i n a l l y  becomes a  h ind rance  t o  any new 
u p su rg in g  B re a th . F in a l ly ,  a f t e r  i t  in  tu r n  has ex hausted  i t s  power 
in  a l l  p o s s ib le  form s o f  work, i t  to o  p e te r s  o u t ,  d ie s  down and a t  th e  
v e ry  c e n te r  o f  th e  s tru g g le  becomes an o b s ta c le .23
There i s  a  l in k a g e  o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' m etaphysics w ith  h is  th e o r ie s  o f  h is to r y
and p o l i t i c s  in  t h i s  d u ty  o f each  man as a  s a v io r  o f  God t o  id e n t i f y  and
a l l y  h im se lf  w ith  th e  God-rhythm o f  h is  g e n e ra t io n . For th e  s p i r i t u a l
22B ien, Nikos K azantzakls, p . 18 .
^ K a za n tza k is , Spain, pp. 62 -63 .
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rhythm  w i l l  le a d  from th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age and, i f  n o t w holly p o l i t i c a l ,  
i t  w i l l  o f  n e c e s s i ty  ta k e  p o l i t i c a l  form s f o r  e f f ic a c y  and com prehensive­
n e ss  • Two Im portan t q u e s tio n s  Im m ediately a r i s e  concern ing  K a z an tza k is ' 
p o l i t i c s  o f  s a lv a t io n .  F i r s t ,  how does one id e n t i f y  t h i s  noble rhythm ; 
o r ,  i s  th e r e  a  u n iv e r s a l  theme u n d e rly in g  a l l  th e  v a r io u s  p o l i t i c a l  
f a c e s  th e  S p i r i t  ta k e s ?  Second, w i l l  sav in g  God h e lp  man t o  overcome 
S p in o z is t lc  n e c e s s i ty  and contem porary te c h n o lo g ic a l ,  econom ic, h i s t o r i c a l ,  
and s o c io lo g ic a l  realm s o f  determ inism ? I f  so , how, and i f  n o t ,  th e n  o f 
what l i b e r a t i n g  v a lu e  i s  th e  concept? The l a t t e r  o f  th e se  q u e s tio n s  w i l l  
occupy o u r a t t e n t io n  in  th e  n ex t and l a s t  c h a p te r .  As f o r  th e  fo rm er, 
in  a d d re ss in g  i t  a t  t h i s  tim e we a re  le d  a g a in  t o  K azan tzak is ' Marxism.
J u s t  as  K azantzakis*  p sy c h ic  s tru g g le  betw een w r i te r  and a c to r  p ro p e lle d  
him t o  Marxism, so  d id  h i s  concept o f  sav in g  God.
Marxism, in  K a z a n tz a k is ' te rm s , seemed t o  embody th e  God-rhythm. W ilson 
o b se rv es  o f  Toda Raba and The S av io rs  o f  God;
L ike S a r t r e ,  he seems t o  have accep ted  t h a t  Marxism i s  th e  most 
t y p i c a l  and b a s ic  p h ilo so p h y  o f  o u r c e n tu ry . And where S a r tr e  has 
a ttem p te d , in  The C r i t iq u e  o f  D ia le c t ic a l  Reason, t o  b roaden and 
deepen Marxism, K azan tzak is“Eas a ttem p ted  t o  c re a te  a  new r e l ig io n  
based  upon th e  a n t i - C h r i s t i a n  id e a s  o f N ietzsche and Marx. He 
d e c la r e s ,  in  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  man must cease  t o  re g a rd  h im se lf  as  a  
s la v i s h  c re a tu re  o f  God, and re co g n ize  t h a t  he i s  G od's co-w orker.
In  f a c t ,  more th a n  t h i s ;  w ith o u t m an's c r e a t iv e  e f f o r t ,  God d ie s ;  
th ro u g h  th e  g o d - lik e  a c t  o f  c r e a t io n ,  man becomes th e  sa v io u r o f  God.
The id e a  i s  trem endous and pow erfu l—and, o f  c o u rse , in  t o t a l  
o p p o s it io n  t o  th e  s e l f - p i ty in g  pessim ism  t h a t  has become so  fa sh io n a b le  
i n  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry , from  Andreyev t o  B e c k e tt .2^
He was a t t r a c t e d  t o  Marxism by i t s  a c t i v i s t  m essianlsm  and by i t s  e q u a l-
l t a r l a n  econom ic, p o l i t i c a l ,  and p h ilo so p h ic  ap p e a l. P o s tu la te d  as  t h a t
a l t e r n a t iv e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  s a lv a t io n  f o r  which K azan tzak ls was seek in g  he
was dism ayed t o  d isc o v e r  t h a t ,  in  p r a c t i c e ,  Marxism to o k  on many o f  th e
^ W ilso n , M innesota Review, V III (1968), p . l 66 .
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a s p e c ts  o f  b o u rg e o is ie  C h r i s t l a n i ty ~ th e  in q u i s i t io n a l  r e l ig io n  which he 
opposed;
L ike many men o f  s e n s i t i v i t y  and com passion o f t h a t  day , he tho u g h t 
o f  communism as  a  r e l ig io n ,  y e t  a  r e l ig io n  which was in  danger o f 
b e in g  submerged and d i s to r t e d  by m a t e r i a l i s t i c  em phasis. He r e je c te d  
th e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  b ia s  o f communism, b u t s im i la r ly  r e je c te d  th e  
dogm atic and. anthropom orphic God o f th e  C h r is t ia n s  as e q u a lly  m ate r­
i a l i s t i c . 2 ?
In  th e  name o f th e  C ity  o f  God th e  l a t e r  M arx is ts  vised in ju s t i c e  to  b r in g  
about s o c ia l  J u s t i c e ,  murder o f  h e r e t ic s  t o  a t t a i n  b ro th e rh o o d , and i n t o l ­
e ran ce  and o p p re ss io n  t o  ach ieve  e q u a l i ty ,  th u s  b r in g in g  abou t a  tra g e d y  
betw een th e  id e a  and th e  r e a l i z a t i o n .  Marxism became more th a n  th e  n eces­
s a ry  o rd e rin g  id e a l  o f  m en 's l i v e s  in  la y in g  c la im  to  b e in g  th e  a b s o lu te , 
hegemonous v e h ic le  f o r  m an 's s a lv a t io n  on e a r th —as r e l ig io n s  c la im s t o  
be th e  a b s o lu te ,  hegemonous v e h ic le  f o r  m an's s a lv a t io n  a f t e r  d e a th . 
C e n t r a l i s t ,  com pulsory means were adopted t o  a s s im ila te  s o c ie ty  and th e  
in d iv id u a l  in to  a  c o l le c t iv e  machine in  o rd e r  t o  r e - s t r u c tu r e  and r e ­
c r e a te  a l l  in  th e  name o f  a  f u tu re  e sc h a to n . T h is c la im  t o  a b so lu te s  
allow ed  no d e v ia t io n ,  no s p o n ta n e ity , no freedom . The l a t e r  M arx is ts  
com m itted th e  f a t a l  e r r o r  o f  a ttem p tin g  to  s to p  h i s to r y .  Follow ing an 
in te n s e  involvem ent w ith  Marxism, K azantzakis su b seq u en tly  became d i s i l -
25F r i a r ,  " P re fa c e ,"  t o  K a z a n tz a k is ',  The S av io rs  o f  God, p .  2 0 . ig n a z io  
S ilo n e  was one o f  th o se  con tem poraries o f K azantzak is o f s e n s i t i v i t y  and 
com passion a t t r a c t e d  t o  Marxism, p ie t r o  S p ina , th e  c e n t r a l  c h a ra c te r  o f 
S i lo n e 's  m a s te rp e ic e , Bread And Wine, t r a n s .  Harvey Fergusson  I I ,  w ith  
A fterw ord by  Marc Slonlm ( r e v .  e d . ;  New York; A S ig n e t C la s s ic ,  The New 
American L ib ra ry , 1955), PP» 95-96, Jo in s  a  s o c i a l i s t  youth  group in  1921 
th e re b y  le a v in g  a  church  which "was i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  c o r ru p t ,  wicked 
and c r u e l  s o c ie ty  which i t  should  have been  f ig h t in g ."  Many y e a rs  l a t e r  
he lo o k s back  i n  d ism ay. Had n o t th e  s o c i a l i s t  "community a ls o  become a 
synagogue? . . .  H a sn 't  t r u t h  become f o r  me th e  p a r t y 's  t r u th ?  and J u s t i c e ,  
p a r ty  J u s t ic e ?  Has n o t th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  ended up by e x tin g u ish in g  in  me 
a l l  m oral v a lu e s ,  which a re  h e ld  in  contem pt as p e t i t  b o u rg eo is  p re ju d ic e s ,  
and h as  n o t th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  i t s e l f  become th e  supreme v a lu e?  Have I  th e n  
n o t f l e d  th e  opportunism  o f a  decadent church to  f a l l  in to  th e  M achiavel­
lia n ism  o f a  s e c t? "
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lu s io n e d  w ith  S o v ie t  Marxism due t o  I t s  m a te r ia l is m , b u r e a u c r a t i z a t io n ,  
m o ra l iz in g ,  and—b ecau se  o f  t h e s e —- i t s  l o s s  o f  dynamism. He n e v e r ,  how­
e v e r ,  abandoned s o c i a l i s t  g o a l s .
K a za n tz ak ls  had r e j e c t e d  as  outmoded th e  C h r i s t i a n  o n to lo g y  and th e  
b o u rg e o is ie  e t h i c  b u i l t  on t h a t  w o rld -v iew  I n  fo rm u la t in g  h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  
co n cep t o f  s a v in g  God o n ly  t o  s e e  th e  f i r s t  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  a p p l i c a t io n  
o f  h i s  v iew  f a l l  w ith  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  M arxism . He had empha­
s iz e d  commitment and c h o ic e  y e t  p r o f f e r e d  no g u id e s  f o r  su ch  c h o ic e .  In  
t h i s  r e s p e c t  a t  l e a s t ,  he was v u ln e ra b le  t o  Camus' c r i t i c i s m ,  as  r e l a t e d  
by  W ilh o ite  o f  S a r t r e ' s  b ra n d  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ;
S a r t r e a n  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  p r e s e n t  no c r i t e r i a  f o r  e v a lu a t in g  p e r s o n a l  
c h o ic e s ,  much l e s s  f o r  J u s t i f y i n g  t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  and id e o lo g ic a l  
a l l i a n c e  w ith  p ro p o n e n ts  o f  a  d e t e r m in i s t i c  v iew  su ch  as  M arxism . . . . 
th e y  se e k  t o  a c tu a l i z e  t h e i r  b o u n d le ss  freeom  by  a l ig n in g  th e m se lv e s  
w ith  a  movement w hich c la im s  th e  a u th o r iz a t io n  o f  h i s t o r y  f o r  i t s  t o t a l
freed o m .26
Do s u c c e s s ,  v i t a l i s m ,  and v ig o r ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  " a u th o r iz a t io n  o f  h i s t o r y , "  
p ro v id e  th e  v i a b l e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  o n e 's  conm itm ent? I s  t h i s  how one t e l l s
2 6 w ilh o lte ,  Beyond N ih ilism , p p . 91-92 . In  S a r t r e 's ,  The Age o f  Reason 
(New York; Bantam Books, n . d . ) ,  p p . 130-32, B ru n e t, th e  ccmmunl'si o p e r-  
a t iv e  in  P a r is  in  th e  1 9 3 0 's ,  t e l l s  M athieu , i . e . ,  S a r t r e ;  " 'Y e s , you need 
to  commit y o u r s e l f .  D o n 't you f e e l  so  y o u r s e l f .  . . . You have gone your 
own way. • . • You a re  th e  son o f  a  b o u rg e o is , you c o u ld n 't  come t o  us 
s t r a i g h t  away, you had t o  f r e e  y o u r s e lf  f i r s t .  And now i t ' s  done, you 
a re  f r e e .  But w h a t 's  th e  use o f  t h a t  same freedom , i f  n o t t o  J o in  us?  You 
have sp en t t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a rs  c le a n in g  y o u r s e lf  tip, and th e  r e s u l t  i s  n i l .  
You a re  an odd s o r t  o f  c r e a tu re ,  you know. . . . You l i v e  in  a  v o id , you 
have c u t your b o u rg eo is  c o n n e c tio n s , you have no t i e  w ith  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  
y o u 're  a d r i f t ,  y o u 're  an a b s t r a c t io n ,  a  man who i s  n o t t h e r e .  I t  c a n 't  be 
an amusing s o r t  o f  l i f e .  . . . You renounced e v e ry th in g  in  o rd e r  t o  be f r e e .  
. . . Take one s te p  f u r t h e r ,  renounce your own freedom ; and ev e ry th in g  
s h a l l  be ren d e red  u n to  y o u . '"  F a l l in g  in  t h i s  in s ta n c e  t o  make th e  commit­
m ent, M athieu becomes an ab su rd , p a th e t ic  f ig u r e  in  c o n t r a s t  t o  B ru n e t, o f  
whom M athieu o b se rv es ; "'Now you a re  v e ry  r e a l .  . . . You a re  a  man. . . . 
you have chosen t o  be a  man! A man w ith  p o w erfu l, r a th e r  k n o tted  m uscles , 
who d e a ls  in  b r i e f ,  s t e r n  t r u t h s ,  a  man e r e c t  and s e lf - e n c lo s e d ,  su re  o f  
h im se lf , a  man o f  t h i s  e a r th ,  Im pervious t o  th e  a n g e l ic a l  a llu re m e n ts  o f
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a  l i b e r a t i n g  id e a l  from an o p p ress iv e  one? K azan tzak is ad d resses  t h i s  
is s u e  in  The F r a t r i c i d e s . L eon idas, a  s e n s i t iv e  young n a t io n a l i s t  s o ld ie r ,  
w r i te s  t o  h is  lo v e :
why am I  f ig h t in g ?  F o r whom am I  f ig h t in g ?  They say  we f ig h t  t o  save 
G reece, we, th e  Royal Army, th e  b lackhoods as  th e y  c a l l  u s ; and th a t  
o u r enem ies i n  th e  h i l l s —• th e  redhoods—f ig h t  t o  d iv id e  and s e l l  G reece. 
Oh, i f  I  cou ld  o n ly  be su re !  I f  I  o n ly  knew. . . .  I s  i t  p o s s ib le  t h a t  
we a re  th e  t r a i t o r s ,  th e  ones who a re  s e l l i n g  G reece, and can th e  so -  
c a l le d  t r a i t o r s  in  th e  h i l l s  be th e  armed m ountaineers and th e  r e b e ls  
o f  1821? How can I  t e l l  j u s t i c e  from  I n ju s t i c e ,  and d ec id e  w ith  whom 
t o  go , and t o  which s id e  I  shou ld  g iv e  my l i f e ?  There i s  no g r e a te r  
to rm e n t, t o  a  f i g h t e r ,  th a n  t h i s  d o u b t.2 '
L eon idas, i . e . ,  K azan tzak is , r e a l iz e d  t h a t  s in c e r i t y  in  o n e 's  conmltment
as  ex p re sse d  th ro u g h  in d iv id u a l  b ra v e ry  and f o r t i t u d e  r e p re s e n ts  a  p o s s ib le
e v a lu a t iv e  s ta n d a rd . Yet when h is  group c a p tu re s  f iv e  young r e b e l s ,  r a th e r
th a n  jo in  th e  n a t i o n a l i s t s  th e y  choose e x e c u tio n ; “So courage and f a i t h  i s
n o t th e  i n f a l l i b l e  t e s t ;  b u t ,  th e n  how can I  s e p a ra te  th e  t r u t h  from th e
l i e s ?  How many h e ro es  and m arty rs  have s a c r i f i c e d  them selves f o r  some damned
id e a l ;  God has h i s  pure  h ero es  and m a rty rs ; S a tan  has h is  pu re  h eroes and
m a rty rs ; how can  I  t e l l  them a p a r t? " 2 ® w ith  h i s  d is i l lu s io n m e n t w ith
Marxism K azan tzak ls , perhaps u n lik e  S a r t r e ,  came to  a p p re c ia te  f u l l y —as
t e s t i f i e d  t o  by L e o n id a s ' ag o n iz in g —th e  p o l i t i c a l  c u l-d e -s a c  o f  s o l lp -
s i s t i c  r e la t iv is m  h i s  s a v io rs  f a c e d . In  seek in g  v a l id  c r i t e r i a  t o  re p la c e
t h a t  r e la t iv i s m  he c a s t  about f o r  en ligh tenm en t and tu rn e d , or perhaps
a r t ,  p sycho logy , and p o l i t i c s ,  a  whole man, n o th in g  b u t a  man. And M athieu 
was th e r e ,  c o n fro n tin g  him, i r r e s o l u t e ,  h a l f  h i s  l i f e  gone, and s t i l l  
h a l f -raw , a s s a i le d  by a l l  th e  v e r t ig o e s  o f non-hum anity; and he th o u g h t:
' I  d o n 't  even  lo o k  l i k e  a  man . . .  i f  I  choose, X must choose your s id e ,  
f o r  th e r e  i s  no o th e r  c h o ic e . '"
2?K azantzakis, The F r a tr ic id e s , pp. 102-04.
2 8 Tbid., p . 104
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more a c c u ra te ly  r e tu rn e d ,  as have so  many o th e r s ,  t o  th e  two most l a s t i n g  
and pow erfu l W estern t r a d i t i o n s —G reek c la s s ic is m  and C h r is t ia n  d o c t r in e .
As B len s t a t e s ,  "K azantzakls seems unab le  t o  avoid  C h r i s t i a n i ty  and H ellenism  
when he b o d ies  f o r t h  h is  v is io n s  o f  f u tu r e  man.
The Human C ond itio n  And The C la s s ic a l  View30
Seeking u n iv e r s a ls  f o r  h is  s a v io r s ,  fo llo w in g  h is  M arx is t d i s i l l u s i o n -
ment in  th e  1 9 3 0 's  K azantzak ls focused  an encom passing gaze on h is  Greek
h e r i ta g e  in  much th e  same manner a s  he had once focused  on h is  C re tan
a n c e s try .  F or h i s  m ost am bitious work, The Odyssey—com pleted on Aegina—
K azan tzak ls went t o  one o f  th e  fo u n ta in h e ad s  o f  Greek c u l tu r e ,  Homer's
Odyssey, f o r  su s te n a n c e . The n o v e ls  o f  th e  l a t e  1930's  and th e r e a f t e r
p ro v id e  ample ev idence  o f  h i s  G reek e n th ra llm e n t—Zorba, The G reek P a ss io n ,
Freedom o r  D eath , The F r a t r i c i d e s , a re  a l l  s e t  i n  Greek l o c a l e s . R eport
abounds in  p r a is e s  to  H ellen ism . B len  n o te s  t h i s  r e tu r n  t o  Greece and i t s
e f f e c t  on K azantzakls*  l i f e  and a r t ;
By ro o tin g  h im se lf  once more in  Greece (o r  r a th e r ,  by r e la x in g  s u f f i ­
c i e n t ly  so  t h a t  G re e c e 's  s o i l  cou ld  embrace him, f o r  ro o te d n ess  demands 
h u m ility  and p a s s iv e  accep tan ce) he was a b le  t o  In tro d u ce  in to  h is  
works a  n a tu r a l ,  u n fo rced  and th e r e fo re  convincing  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  which 
th e y  had h i th e r to  la c k e d , a  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  which no amount o f  u n iv e rsa ­
l i z i n g  cou ld  th e n  e r a s e .  M oreover, in  h e lp in g  him escape th e  ty ra n n y  
o f  Mind and S e l f ,  t h i s  ro o te d n e ss  had th e  a d d i t io n a l  e f f e c t  o f  a llow ing
2 % ie n , N ikos K azan tzak is , p .  !<2.
3°what we o f f e r  in  t h i s  and th e  n ex t s e c t io n  i s  an " in te r p r e ta t io n "  
o f  th e  developm ent o f  K azan tzak is ' p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y , K azantzak is a t  
no tim e in d ic a te d  s p e c i f ic  in t e n t  to  seek  c r i t e r i a  in  H ellen ism  and 
C h r i s t i a n i ty  t o  supplem ent h is  s o c i a l i s t  b e l i e f s .  I t  i s  obv ious, however, 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  in  f a c t  what t r a n s p i r e d .  W hile non-Greek commentators have 
d u ly  ex p lo red  K a za n tza k is ' C h r is t ia n  themes th ey  have, f o r  th e  most p a r t ,  
ig n o red  h is  borrow ings from h is  Greek h e r i ta g e .  K azantzakis was no t a
l 6 l
a  t r u e  sen se  o f  community t o  an  oeuvre  w hich had ten d ed  fo rm erly  to  
in d iv id u a tio n  and indeed  t o  s o lip s is m .31
T h is  s o lip s ism  was p r e c is e ly  th e  c r u c ia l  p o l i t i c a l - p h i lo s o p h ic  problem  
o f  K a z a n tz a k is ' concept o f  sav in g  God* There i s  e v id e n t in  K azant­
z a k i s ' r e tu r n  to  H ellenism  f o r  c r i t e r i a  f o r  th e  e x i t  from th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
age a  m y stic  lo v e  o f  th e  G reek s p i r i t  and co u n try  b u t he was n o t r e tu rn in g  
t o  th e  p o l i t i c a l  view  th a t  "during  th e  decade from  1912 t o  1922 may be 
summed up as  'a r i s t o c r a t i c  n a t io n a l is m ! ' R a th e r , K azan tzak is sought in  
h is  G reek h e r i ta g e  in s ig h t  f o r  h is  s a v io rs  o f  u n iv e r s a l ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t i c  
v a l i d i t y .  P re v e la k is  sees  t h i s  in te rn a tio n a l is m  as th e  c e n t r a l  manner in  
which K a z a n tz a k is ' Odyssey d i f f e r s  from th e  l i t e r a r y  s te re o ty p e  o f  th e  
n a t i o n a l i s t  g en re ,
c l a s s i c i s t  i n  th e  sense  o f  ig n o rin g  p o s t-H e llen ism  c o n tr ib u tio n s  t o  Greek 
c u l tu r e  y e t  n e i th e r  d id  he r e j e c t  th e  a n c ie n t le s s o n s .  As always he sought 
t o  draw from  a l l  a v a ila b le  so u ce s . S ta n fo rd , The U lysses Theme. p .  237, 
co n cu rs: "He sees  h is  hero  (O dysseus) as th e  p ro d u c t o f  over th re e  thousand
y e a rs  o f  G reek h i s to r y .  In  th o se  th re e  m il le n n ia  many d i f f e r e n t  r a c i a l  
s t r a i n s  have en rich ed  th e  G reek s to c k . Some G reeks o f th e  p re s e n t  day would 
l i k e  t o  prune away a l l  p o s t - c l a s s i c a l  a c c re t io n s  and re c o v e r  th e  pu re  a n tiq u e  
t r a d i t i o n  a s  th e y  im agine i t .  T h is p o lic y  K azan tzak is r e j e c t s .  F a r  b e t t e r ,  
he th in k s ,  t o  c re a te  a  s y n th e s is  o f  a l l  th o se  v a r ie d  r a c i a l  e lem en ts  and t o  
f in d  a  way o f  e x p re ss in g  t h e i r  v a r ie g a te d  r ic h n e s s .  H is Odyssey embodies 
h i s  co n cep tio n  o f  t h i s  s y n th e s is ,  and i s  an  e x p re ss io n  o f  t h i s  ' h y p e rh e l ie n ic 1 
t r a d i t i o n . "  W ith in  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  K azantzakis b eg in s  where many non-Greek 
l i t e r a t l s t s  s to p ,  as F r i a r ,  " In tro d u c tio n ,"  t o  K a z a n tz a k is ',  The S av io rs  o f  
God, p .  26 , d e s c r ib e s ;  "Like a l l  modern p o e ts  who have a ttem p ted  e p ic a l  w orks, 
w hether a s  c o n c e n tra te d .as  T . S . B l i o t ' s  The Waste Land o r  H art C ra n e 's  The 
B rid g e , o r  as  a l l - i n c lu s iv e  as E z ra  PoundTaTCantos o r  James J o y c e 's  U lysses 
o r  F innegans Wake,  K azantzak is was fo rc e d  t o  c r e a te  h is  own ld eo lo g y 7  s in c e  
h i s  age gave him none which he cou ld  accep t as m yth, r e l ig i o n ,  o r  synibol. He 
was f o r tu n a te  t o  l i v e  in  th e  one co u n try  in  th e  w orld where a n c ie n t myths 
a re  s t i l l  p a r t  o f  th e  b lood  and bone o f i t s  p e o p le ."
^ B le n ,  N ikos K azan tzak is , p p . 3^-35• K a z an tz ak is ' ro o te d n e ss  i s  demon­
s t r a t e d  even f u r th e r  th rough  h is  choosing , once he was e x ile d  from  G reece, 
t o  s e t t l e  in  an a n c ie n t G reek c i t y ,  A n tib es, on th e  F rench R iv ie r a .
^ P r e v e la k is ,  Nikos Kazantzakis And His Odyssey, p . 16 .
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K azan tzak ls  w ithdrew  t o  A egina t o  w r i te  h is  Ody sse y . . .  .  th e  new 
Odysseus would n o t be a  n a t io n a l  h e ro : he would be a  r e b e l ,  u p ro o te d ,
even a  d esp e rad o . The a re n a  o f  h i s  a c t io n s  would be th e  whole w orld . 
In s te a d  o f  th e  f r i e n d ly  s e t t i n g  o f  h i s  n a tiv e  la n d , th e re  would be 
th re a te n in g  h o r iz o n s . In s te a d  o f  well-known f a c e s ,  th e r e  would be 
magic m asks.33
B rin g in g  t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  in q u iry  t o  b e a r  on h is  G reek h e r i ta g e  
K azan tzak is  d isc e rn e d  v a lu a b le  c r i t e r i a  f o r  h is  s a v io r ^  s tru g g le  w ith in  
th e  two c e n t r a l  m iss io n s  o f  H ellen ism —l i b e r t y  and th e  r e c o n c i l i a t io n  o f  
E a st and W est.
K azan tzak is  b e lie v e d  w ith  A ugustine t h a t  "Every g re a t  peop le  has i t s  
own b lu e b ird ,  th e  supreme and m y s tic a l  id e a l  in  which a l l  i t s  u rg es  c o a le s c e . 
A ncient Greece had b e au ty ; Rome, th e  s t a t e ;  Jew s, d iv in i ty ;  th e  H indus, 
N irvana; C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  th e  e v e r la s t in g  Kingdom."3^ A pproaching th e  cumu­
l a t i v e  ex p e rien ce  o f  th e  H e llen es  in  t h i s  fa sh io n  he d isc o v e re d  "the  
b e loved  b lu e b ird ,  b lo o d s ta in e d  b u t Im m ortal, t h a t  f i r s t  on t h i s  p la n e t  
b u i l t  i t s  n e s t  in  G reece—freedom . "35 T h is im m ortal b lu e b ird  was th e  
Hellenes* h a llm ark ; th e  o v e r r id in g  "m ission  o f  th e  H e lle n ic  ra c e :  M an's
s tru g g le  f o r  l i b e r t y . "3^ The G reeks so u g h t, as S tan fo rd  su g g e s ts , t o  
f u l f i l l  t h e i r  m iss io n  in  many ways—p o l i t i c a l l y  and s p i r i t u a l l y :
Freedom, e l e u th e r i a , has long  been  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  id e a l  
o f  th e  G reek mind—a t  tim es  a  d e lu d in g  w i l l - o '- th e - w is p ,  a t  tim es a 
sp u r t o  g r e a tn e s s .  The A thenians a t  M arathon, th e  G reeks o f  th e  war 
o f  Independence (w ith  Byron a s  a  h e ro ic  emblem among them ), th e  G reeks 
o f  th e  campaign a g a in s t  th e  in v a d e rs  in  th e  second w orld  War; S o c ra te s , 
th e  D ese rt F a th e rs  o f  th e  e a r ly  chu rch , th e  a s c e t ic  monks a t  A thos:
3 3 ib id . ,  p .  56 .
3^K azan tzak is , England, p .  280.
3 5 x b id ., p .  2 80 .
^ K azan tzak is , The Greek P assion , p . 305 •
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t h e s e ,  and many m ore, a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s  and I n  d i f f e r e n t  w ays, s p e n t 
t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  s e e k in g  freed o m .37
G reek  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s ts  f o r  l i b e r t y  from  a n c ie n t  t o  m odern t im e s  a re  w e l l -  
docum ented . I t  was t o  th e  s p i r i t u a l - r e l i g i o u s  q u e s ts  t h a t  K a z a n tz a k is , i n  
k e ep in g  w ith  h i s  s e a rc h  f o r  d i r e c t i o n a l  a id  i n  s a v in g  God, tu rn e d  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n .  The p r im a ry  s p i r i t u a l  m anner i n  w hich th e  H e l le n e s ,  i n  K azan t­
z a k i s '  v iew , have so u g h t freedom  in v o lv e d  th e  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  i n t o  G reek  te rm s  
o f  th e  God f i g u r e  o f  th e  J e w s . On C re te  and G reece " th e  G reek  s o u l  accom­
p l i s h e d  i t s  d e s t in e d  m is s io n :  i t  re d u c e d  God t o  th e  s c a le  o f  m a n ."38 ThU3>
God was re n d e re d  a  dynam ic c o n ce p t and w ith  th e  wedding o f  c l a s s i c a l  G reek 
th o u g h t ,  p o l i t i c s ,  a r t ,  e t c . ,  w hich r e p r e s e n te d  th e  h ig h  p o in t  o f  W estern  
c u l t u r e ,  t o  th e  G o d -C h ris t m yth , th e  tem po o f  W este rn  c i v i l i z a t i o n  was s e t .
In  e x i t i n g  th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age th e  s a v io r s  m ust r e a f f i r m  t h i s  b a s ic  t r u t h  
o f  th e  a n c ie n t  G re ek s ; a g a in  th e  " tim e  h a s  come when we m ust make C h r is t  
la u g h ; y e s ,  m u st! No more s c o u rg in g s , w eep ing , o r  c r u c i f i x i o n s .  C h r is t  
m ust b in d  th e  s t r o n g ,  happy  gods o f  G reece  in s id e  him ; He m ust a s s im i la te  
them  a l l .  The tim e  h a s  a r r iv e d  f o r  th e  J e w is h -C h r is t  t o  become a  G r e e k . '^ 9  
The o th e rw o r ld ly  God, t h e  s la v e  e t h i c ,  t h e  c r u c i f i e d  C h r i s t  o f  h u m il i ty ,  
w i l l  a l l  be  t r a n s v a lu e d  i n t o  an  a f f i r m a t iv e  m an-god. Through su ch  r e a f f i r m ­
a t io n  w i l l  come a  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  jo y ,  h a p p in e s s ,  and a  r e s s u r e c t io n  
o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  T h is  r e s s u r e c t i o n  w i l l  be  made even  m ore m e an in g fu l i f  
th e  second  m is s io n  o f  th e  H e lle n e s  i s  f u l f i l l e d .  T h is  c o r o l l a r y  t a s k  was 
t o  s y n th e s iz e  E a s te r n  and W este rn  c o n c e p ts  o f  l i f e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t o  "g iv e  
f e a t u r e s  t o  th e  f e a t u r e l e s s  and m easure  t o  th e  m e a s u re le s s ,  b a la n c in g  th e
3 T s ta n fo rd , The U ly sses  Theme, p .  235* 
3 ® K azan tzak is, R e p o r t , p .  151.
3 9 i b i d . ,  p .  208 .
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b l in d  c la s h in g  f o rc e s ,  such i s  th e  m iss io n  o f  th e  m uch-buffeted  s e a  and
la n d  known as G reece ."**0
G reece, lo c a te d  g e o g ra p h ic a lly  a t  th e  h i s t o r i c  c ro ss ro ad s  o f  th e  w orld ,
r e p re s e n ts  th e  m eeting  p la c e  o f  E a s t and W est. F or K azan tzak is t h i s
m eeting  i s  sym bolized th ro u g h  th e  in te r a c t io n  o f  A po llo , God o f  th e  W est,
and D ionysos, God o f  th e  E a s t .  A pollo
dream s o f  th e  w orlds harmony and b e a u ty , b eh o ld in g  i t  in  se ren e  fo rm s. 
E ntrenched  i n  h is  in d iv id u a t io n , m o tio n le ss , he s ta n d s  t r a n q u i l  and 
s u re  am idst th e  tu rb u le n t  s e a  o f  phenomena. . . .  h i s  lo o k  i s  f u l l  o f  
l i g h t ;  even when sorrow  o r  in d ig n a tio n  overcome him, th e y  do n o t s h a t t e r  
th e  d iv in e  e q u i l ib r iu m .^ -
On th e  o th e r  hand, D ionysos i s  th e  God who seek s  to
s h a t t e r  In d iv id u a tio n , f l i n g s  h im se lf  in to  th e  s e a  o f  phenomena and 
fo llo w s  i t s  t e r r i b l e ,  k a le id o sc o p ic  waves. Men and b e a s ts  become 
b r o th e r s ,  d e a th  i t s e l f  i s  seen  as  one o f  l i f e ' s  m asks, th e  m u ltifo rm  
s ta lk in g - b l in d  o f  i l l u s i o n  r ip s  in  tw o, and we f in d  o u rse lv e s  in  
b r e a s t - t o - b r e a s t  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  tru th *  . . t h a t  we a l l  a re  one, 
t h a t  a l l  o f  us to g e th e r  c r e a te  God, t h a t  God i s  n o t m an's a n c e s to r ,  
b u t h is  d e sce n d an t.^2
T h is  f u s io n  o f  A pollo and D ionysos p ro v id e s  im p o rtan t r e v e la t io n s  f o r
K azantzakis*  s a v io r s .  H i s to r i c a l l y  in  t h i s  p ro ce ss  th e  " tu rb id ,  u n s e t t le d
c ry  o f  th e  O rien t grows p e l lu c id  when i t  p a sse s  th ro u g h  th e  l i g h t  o f  G reece;
hum anized, i t  i s  tra n sfo rm ed  in to  lo g o s—re a so n . Greece i s  th e  f i l t e r  w hich,
w ith  g r e a t  s tr u g g le ,  r e f in e s  b ru te  in to  man, e a s te rn  s e rv i tu d e  in to  l i b e r t y ,
**°Ib id ., p p . 165- 6 6 .
^ I b i d . ,  p .  323 .
t e l b i d . ,  p .  323* In  S pain , p .  46, K azan tzak is d e s c r ib e s  b e a u t i f u l ly  
D ionysos; "Dionysos had s e t  o u t from  th e  In d ie s ,  so  th e y  sa y , d re sse d  in  
b r ig h t ly  co lo re d  s i l k s ,  la d e n  w ith  b r a c e le t s  and r in g s ,  h i s  eyes smeared 
w ith  rouge and h i s  n a i l s  dyed c in n ab a r r e d .  He went on and on in  th e  
d i r e c t io n  o f  G reece, and as  he approached h e r  c l e a r ,  g r a c e fu l  s h o re s , 
he c a s t  o f f  h i s  c lo th e s  one by one, th rew  h is  b an g le s  in to  th e  s e a , and 
s to p p ed  dy ing  and sm earing h im se lf ,  when a t  l a s t  he reach ed  th e  G u lf o f  
E leu 8i s  and s e t  f o o t  on th e  sa c re d  sh o re , he was s t a r k  n ak ed ."  N eedless
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b a r b a r ic  in to x ic a t io n  in to  so b er r a t i o n a l i t y .  "^3 T h is  f i l t e r i n g  p ro cess  
u n i te s  r a d i c a l ly  d i f f e r e n t  w eltanschauungs.
E a s te rn  and W estern o u tlo o k s  on l i f e  r e p re s e n t  c o n tra d ic to ry  concep ts  
o f  hum anity. E a s te rn  v a lu e s  a re  th e  prim acy o f  th e  s t a t e ,  th e  peop le  as  
m ass, th e  s u p e r io r i ty  o f  th e  id e a  over th e  In d iv id u a l;  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  b e fo re  
a  d is p a s s io n a te  God; obedience t o  an om nipotent C re a to r ;  and th e  calm , 
u n q u es tio n in g  accep tance o f  human s u f f e r in g  w ith o u t J u s t i f y in g  i t  as 
hav ing  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  p la c e  in  th e  w o rld . W estern  v a lu e s  a r e ,  on th e  
o th e r  hand, th e  prim acy o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  over th e  s t a t e ,  th e  mass and th e  
id e a ;  p r id e  in  th e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  man; r e s i s ta n c e  t o  God in  Whose Image man 
i s  made; th e  r ig o ro u s  se a rc h  f o r  t r u t h  d e p ic te d  m e ta p h o r ic a lly  in  th e  
h ig h e s t  symbols o f  th e  W est—Prom etheus, O dysseus, and F a u s t;  and f i n a l l y ,  
a  q u e s tio n in g  s p i r i t ,  an i n a b i l i t y  t o  accep t ca lm ly  l i f e ' s  s u f f e r in g ,  i n j u s ­
t i c e ,  inhum anity , and ig n o ra n ce . The W este rn e r, who i s  b o th  th e  c r e a to r  
and p ro d u c t o f  th e  W est, i s  norm ally  p rag m atic , r e a l i s t i c ,  and su re  t h a t  
l i f e  i s  r e a l ,  a c tu a l ,  and w orth w h ile . The E a s te rn e r  c o n s id e rs  i n s i s t e n t l y  
t h a t  l i f e  i s  m erely  a  dream and t h a t  a c tu a l  e x p e rie n c e s  which have happened 
w i l l  happen a g a in  in  th e  same f a s h io n .  To th e  W esterner each  moment and 
a c t io n  i s  n o v e l; t o  th e  E a s te rn e r  each  a c t io n  i s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  because  i f  
l i f e  i s  d ream -lik e  and c y c l i c a l ,  th e n  F a te  does n o t adm it any unique q u a l i ty  
o r  e ssen ce  t o  p a r t i c u la r  e v e n ts .  K azan tzak is  u se s  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  betw een 
th e  dream w orld o f E a s te rn  w ithdraw al and th e  a c tu a l  w orld o f  W estern conmih- 
ment as  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  h i s  new s y n t h e s i s H e l l e n i s m ' s  s y n th e s is  o f
t o  sa y , K azan tzak is  owed a  g r e a t  d e b t t o  N ie tzsch e  f o r  th e  f e r t i l e  
D ionysian -A po llon ian  d i a l e c t i c .
^ K a z a n tz a k ls ,  R ep o rt, p p . 165- 6 6 .
^ W i l i s ,  N orthw est Review, VI (W inter 1963), PP« 25- 2 6 . Hadgopoulos, 
"O dysseus’ C ho ice: A Comparison And C o n tra s t o f  Works By A lb e r t Camus And
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th e s e  produced th e  paradigm  o f  harmony and c r e a t i v i t y ,  In  c o n tr a s t  w ith  
th e  p re se n t age which I s  th e  paradigm  o f  disharm ony and d e s t r u c t io n .  In  
t h a t  ta u n t ,  sy m b io tic  moment in  tim e A pollo and Dionysos c o llo b o ra te d  to  
produce a  w edding o f  th e  d iv in e  and th e  d ia b o l ic ,  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  and re a so n , 
b e a s t  and god, and T hanatos was b ro u g h t under th e  c o n tro l  o f  Eros f o r  a 
s p i r i t u a l l y  c r e a t iv e  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  K a z a n tz a k is1 r e l ia n c e  on t h i s  a n c ie n t 
s y n th e s is  i s  e v id e n t th ro u g h o u t th e  s e c t io n  i n  R eport e n t i t l e d  "P ilg rim age 
Through G re e c e ."  By v iew ing th e  te m p le s , m yths, and h e ro es  o f  th e  v a r io u s  
re g io n s  o f  G reece K azan tzak is  b e lie v e d  he cou ld  see  in  what manner th e  s p i r i t  
had p assed  over and bequeathed  th e  s u i ta b le  s o u l t o  e ac h . Thus he p laced  
im portance on th e  in s ig h ts  a t ta in e d  th ro u g h  a  r e c e p t iv e ,  open ly  sen ­
s i t i v e  jo u rn ey  th ro u g h  G reece . Such a  jo u rn e y  p a sse s  from s p i r i t u a l  v ic to ry  
t o  s p i r i t u a l  v ic to r y  in  an u n in te r ru p te d  and magic u n i ty .^5 T his u n i ty  i s  
d em onstra ted  by G re e c e 's  tem p le s , a r t ,  and a r c h i te c tu r e ,  th ro u g h  an id e a l  
o rg an ic  l in k in g  o f  s p i r i t  and m a tte r ,  myth and r e a l i t y ,  tra g e d y  and 
b ea u ty , in d iv id u a tio n  and u n i ty ,  lo v e  and s tr u g g le ,  e f f o r t  and s e r e n i ty ,  
d i s c ip l in e  and p a s s io n , e t c .  In  a n c ie n t G reece more th a n  i n  any o th e r
Nikos K azan tzak is"  (U npublished Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ) ,  p p . 30-31> t e s t i f i e s  t o  
h e r  agreem ent w ith  t h i s  in t e r p r e t a t i o n ;  "His (K a z a n tz a k is ')  D ionysos f ig u r e  
i s  a  good key by  which t o  e x p lo re  t h i s  problem  o f  E ast-W est s y n th e s is ,  K azant­
z a k is  w ro te ; 'Buddha, C h r is t  and D ionysos a re  one— th e  e t e r n a l  s u f f e r in g  
m an '; a n o th e r  tim e  he w rote t h a t  D ionysos l e f t  G reece and. s e t t l e d  in  th e  
O rien t where he i s  'now w earing  a  kimono and h o ld s  c h e rry  blossom s in  h is  
h a n d s . ' K azan tzak is  comments t h a t  th e  w hite  ra c e  would have g r e a t  power i f  
i t  had a  g r e a t  f a i t h ,  b u t  'we e i t h e r  sm ile  id ly  and e r u d i te ly  o r  s p in  f i e r c e l y  
i n  a  h e l l  o f  i n d iv id u a l i ty ,  u p ro o te d , w ith o u t coherence , w ith o u t h o p e . ' For 
K azan tzak is , W estern man p i t s  h im se lf  a g a in s t  th e  w orld around him and imposes 
h i s  ego upon i t ,  w h ile  O r ie n ta l  man p lunges in to  th e  w orld and harm onizes 
h i s  rhythm  w ith  i t . "  F r i a r ,  " In tro d u c t io n ,"  t o  K a z a n tz a k is ',  The Odyssey, 
p .  xv , s a y s , K azan tzak is  b e lie v e d  " th a t  D ionysos as  w e ll  a s  A pollo was a  god 
o f  th e  G reeks and t h a t  th e  n o b le s t  o f  Greek a r t s  was a  s y n th e s is  o f  th e  
two i d e a l s . ”
^ K azan tzak is , Report, p . 157 •
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p la c e  man m ost t r u l y  succeeded i n  "im posing o rd e r  o v er ch ao s , i n  e s ta b l i s h in g
a  'cosmos* —and. cosmos means h a rm o n y ." ^
Today, as  in  a n c ie n t t im e s , c o n tr a d ic to ry  E a s te rn  and W estern fo rc e s
o f  in d iv id u a l i ty  and community, q u e s t and accep tan ce , N irvana and s e c u la rism ,
dream and commitment, e t c . ,  a re  d a s h in g :
New f o rc e s  a re  r i s i n g  from  th e  E a s t ,  new fo rc e s  a re  r i s i n g  from  th e  
W est. . . .  Fo llow ing  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  re a so n  and e m p ir ic a l  in q u iry  
th e  West bounds fo rw ard  t o  conquer th e  w orld; th e  E a s t prodded by 
f r ig h te n in g ; subconsc ious f o r c e s ,  l ik e w ise  d a r t s  fo rw ard  t o  conquer 
th e  w o rld .^7
The s a v io r s  m ust In c o rp o ra te  th e  le s s o n s  o f  a n c ie n t G reece in  th e  t a s k  o f 
once more wedding th e s e  c h a o tic  fo rc e s  and c r e a t in g  o r d e r .  H e lle n ism 's  
exam ples a re  n o t ,  however, in  and o f  th em se lv es , com plete and i n f a l l i b l e  
g u id e s , f o r  th e  c r e a t iv e  e q u ilib r iu m  o f  H ellen ism —o f mind and body, E ast 
and W est—was, as  a re  a l l  sy n th e se s , b u t a  momentary one. H e lle n ism 's  
tra n s fo rm a tio n  was wrought in  th e  unin s p ire d  H e l le n i s t i c  p e r io d  th ro u g h  
th e  s u rre n d e r  o f  th e  H e llen es  t o  th e  ex trem es o f m ind, i . e . ,  r a t io n a l  
e x t i r p a t io n  o f  r e a l i t y ,  an d /o r  body, i . e . ,  b e s t i a l  d e s i r e .  K azan tzak is , 
echo ing  P la to ,  a s c r ib e s  th e  f a l l  o f  H ellen ism  in  p a r t  t o  th e  dom ination  
o f  th e  a p p e t i t iv e  p le a s u re s  o f  th e  body. At th e  tim e o f  G re e c e 's  i n i t i a l  
d e c l in e  th e  a t h l e t e 's  body began t o  h y p ertro p h y , k i l l i n g  h i s  m ind. K azant­
z a k is  c i t e s  E u r ip id e s  and G alen as among th o se  who p ro te s te d  and denounced 
t h i s  developm ent. H e ra c le s , th e  g r e a t  m a rty r , d em onstra ted  t h i s  d e c lin e  
as  he g ra d u a lly  d eg en e ra ted  in to  a  huge-bod ied , low-browed, d r in k e r  and 
g lu t to n .  G reece th u s  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  r e a l i s t i c ,  m agn iloquen t, and f a i t h l e s s  
H e l l e n i s t i c  e r a  t h a t  had no su p ra p e rso n a l i d e a l s .  Emotions and p a ss io n s  
dom inated . The f r e e  in d iv id u a l  l o s t  h i s  d i s c ip l in e  and th e  b r id le d  i n s t i n c t
^ I b i d . ,  p . 16 k
^7I b id . ,  p . 175
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which m ain ta in ed  n ec e ssa ry  b a lan ce  became runaway d e p ra v i ty .  Follow ing
th e  P eloponnesian  war Greece began t o  d i s i n t e g r a t e .  B e l ie f  in  th e
f a th e r la n d  i s  no more as in d iv id u a l  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  triu m p h ed . The
p ro ta g o n is t  on th e  s ta g e  was n o t God o r  th e  id e a l iz e d  y o u th , b u t th e
w ealthy  c i t i z e n  w ith  h is  la s c iv io u s  p a ss io n s  and p le a s u re s —-a s k e p tic ,
m a t e r i a l i s t ,  and l i b e r t i n e .  Genius had a lre a d y  been  re p la c e d  by t a l e n t ;
now good t a s t e  re p la c e d  t a l e n t .  C h ild ren , c o q u e tt is h  women, and r e a l i s t i c
scenes f i l l  a r t .  Men a re  p o r tra y e d  as e i t h e r  b r u ta l  o r  in te l l e c tu a l .^ ®
As N ie tzsch e  ta u g h t ,  th o se  who b e tray ed  th e  d e l i c a t e  b a lan ce  th ro u g h
e x c e ss iv e  in te l l e c tu a l i s m  m urdered t h a t  m y th ic a l tra g e d y  t h a t  was th e
h ig h e s t  e x p re ss io n  o f  H e lle n ic  c i v i l i z a t i o n
by lo g ic a l  a n a ly s is .  S o c ra te s , w ith  h i s  d i a l e c t i c s ,  k i l l e d  th e  
A po llon ian  s o b r ie ty  and D lonysiac  in to x ic a t io n .  . . . Would th e  
S o c ra tic  s p i r i t —in  o th e r  w ords, s c ie n c e —keep D ionysus fo re v e r  in  
ch a in s?  Or, now t h a t  human re a so n  reco g n ized  i t s  own l i m i t s ,  
m ight a  new c i v i l i z a t i o n  perhaps appear w ith  S o c ra te s  as i t s  
symbol—S o c ra te s  a t  long  l a s t  le a rn in g  m u s ic .^9
C onsequently , K azan tzak ls would conclude re g a rd in g  th e  re le v a n c e  and 
u t i l i t y  f o r  h is  s a v io r s  o f  th e  le g ac y  o f a n c ie n t G reece; "Here l i e s  th e  
danger and th e  p r ic e  o f  th e  love  we b e a r  G reek c i v i l i z a t i o n .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  d is t in g u is h  which e lem en ts a re  s t i l l  u s e fu l  and which w i l l  rem ain  f o r ­
e v e r  a  d iv in e  s p e c ta c le  devoid  o f  p r a c t i c a l  r e le v a n c e ."50 one " s t i l l  
u s e fu l"  elem ent o f  H ellen ism  m a n ife s ts  i t s e l f  in  K az a n tz a k ls1 th o u g h t as 
a  p a s s io n a te ly  daim onlc q u a l i ty .  T h is  im p o rtan t theme becomes e v id e n t when 
K a za n tz a k ls ' system  i s  d isc u sse d  w ith in  th e  framework o f  R o llo  M ay's c r i t i q u e
^8I b l d . ,  p p . 169- 7 0 .
^ 9 ib id . ,  p .  325.
5 °K azan tzak is , Toda Raba, p .  207.
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o f  th e  contem porary p red icam en t.
May, who once v i s i t e d  G re e c e 's  h o ly  Mt. Athos (one o f K a z a n tz a k ls ' 
f a v o r i t e  r e t r e a t s ) ,  based  h is  c r i t iq u e  on th e  in s ig h ts  o f G reek m ythology. 
He, l i k e  K azan tzak ls , s e e s  an im p o rtan t r o le  f o r  th e  a r t i s t  r a th e r  th a n  
th e  s c i e n t i s t  in  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n a l  t im e . May a rg u es; "Our c u rio u s  p r e d i ­
cament i s  t h a t  th e  same p ro c e sse s  which make modern man so  p o w erfu l—th e  
m ag n ifice n t developm ent o f  atom ic and o th e r  k in d s  o f  te c h n ic a l  en erg y —are  
th e  v e ry  p ro c e sse s  which re n d e r  us p o w e rle ss ."51  T h is  i s  so  because  m an's 
w i l l  i s  undermined by th e  im personal te c h n ic a l  power sp h e res  w ith in  which 
we e x i s t —mass a d v e r t is in g ,  d ru g s , m achines, e t c . —t h a t  d i s a s s o c ia te  us 
from  one an o th e r  and from  n a tu r e . T h is  v a c u ity  o f  w i l l  o ccu rs  p r e c is e ly  
a t  th e  tim e when we m ust ta k e  e v e r - in c re a s in g  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  c r u c ia l  
ch o ices  in  l e i s u r e ,  sex , p o l i t i c s ,  e t c . ,  and when—in  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
tim e —th e  sym bolic v a lu a t iv e  and norm ative c r i t e r i a  f o r  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  
ch o ice  a re  c h a o tic ;  "We a re  cau g h t, as  Laing p u ts  i t ,  in  a  'h e l l  o f  
f r e n e t i c  p a s s i v i t y . '" 5 2 The p e r im e te rs  o f  our c a p t iv i t y  have been p o r­
tra y e d  by  D ostoyevsky, K afka, B e c k e tt, S a r t r e ,  and o th e r s  as d e s p a i r ,  
a n x ie ty , and a l i e n a t io n .  May su g g es ts  t h a t  th e  essen ce  o f  t h i s  e n t r a p ­
ment i s  apa thy—th e  la c k  o f  f e e l in g ,  p a s s io n , em otion . To him th e  o p p o s ite  
o f  love and w i l l  i s  n o t h a te  and in d e c is io n  b u t th e  d e ta ch ed , in d i f f e r e n t ,  
un involved  a p a th e t ic  a t t i t u d e  we have adopted t o  m a in ta in  s a n i ty  in  a  mad 
age and which has come t o  c h a r a c te r iz e  e x is te n c e .  T h is  ap a th y  i s  t r a n s ­
l a t e d  in to  n o n - in te r fe re n c e  in  s t r e e t  ra p e s  and m urders, w ith d raw al, e t c .
5-LR o llo  May, Love APd W ill (New York: W. W. N orton & Company, I n c . ,
1969) ,  p .  187 .
52 l b i d . ,  p .  187 .
I t  i s  in t im a te ly  r e l a t e d  t o  v io le n c e ;  " I t  was n o t u n t i l  th e  m id -6 0 's  
t h a t  t h i s  problem  e ru p te d  in  th e  form o f  s e v e ra l  in c id e n ts  t h a t  shook us 
t o  th e  v e ry  fo u n d a tio n s . Our 'e m p tin e s s ' has been  tu rn in g  in to  d e s p a ir  and 
d e s tr u c t iv e n e s s ,  v io le n c e  and a s s a s s in a t io n ;  f o r  i t  i s  now u n d en iab le  t h a t  
th e s e  go hand in  hand w ith  a p a th y ."53 T h is  d i a l e c t i c  o f  ap a th y  and v io le n c e  
p roceeds u n ab a ted . I t  n o u r is h e s  on th e  m u lt i - f a c e te d  d e te r m in is t ic  
c o -o p tio n s  o f  ou r e r a  and th e  c o r o l la ry  d e s p a ir in g  s e n s a t io n  in  th e  p i t  
o f  our stom achs t h a t  l i f e  has p assed  us b y . May a s s e r t s  t h a t  i t  i s  
s o le ly  th ro u g h  a  r e in v ig o r a t io n  o f  w i l l  u n d erg ird ed  by fo rw a rd -lo o k in g , 
p u rp o siv e  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  t h a t  man can  re fo rm u la te  h i s  v a lu e s ,  tra n sc e n d  
th e  im p e rso n a lity  o f  h is  p red icam en t, and a t t a i n  freedom . Drawing from  th e  
Greek s y n th e s is  t h a t  K azan tzak ls  r e l i e d  upon he concludes t h a t  th e  o n ly  
way t o  m ean in g fu lly  r e c o n s t i tu t e  o u r w i l l  as  i n t e n t i o n a l i ty  i s  th ro u g h  an 
e r o t i c ,  v ib r a n t ,  in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  daim on ic . The e la b o ra t io n  o f  t h i s  
in te g r a t iv e  p ro c e ss  i s  M ay's c h ie f  concern  and has im p o rtan t im p lic a tio n s  
f o r  K az a n tz ak ls ' th o u g h t.
The d a im o n ic , w hich May u se s  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  c l a s s i c a l  G reek  m eaning 
a s  d i s t in g u i s h e d  from  m odern p e r v e r s io n s  o f  th e  te rm , i s  "Any n a t u r a l  
f u n c t io n  w hich h a s  th e  power t o  t a k e  o v e r  th e  w hole p e r s o n ."5^ Exam ples 
g iv e n  a re  s e x  and e r o s ,  a n g e r  and r a g e ,  and th e  c ra v in g  f o r  pow er. The 
d a im on ic  h a s  b o th  c o n s t r u c t iv e  and d e s t r u c t i v e  e le m e n ts .  I t  can  en g en d er 
c r e a t i v i t y  and e v i l .  A p e r s o n 's  dalm on c o n fe r s  c r e a t i v i t y  when c o n fro n te d  
and e v i l  when i t  t a k e s  o v e r  t h e  s e l f  th ro u g h  b e in g  r e p r e s s e d  a n d /o r  p r o je c te d  
o n to  o t h e r s .  T h is  p ro c e s s  i s  a p p l ic a b le  on a  s o c i e t a l  s c a l e .  I n  a n a ly z in g
5 3 ib id ., p . 28 .
5 ^ lb id . ,  p . 123
171
th e  daim onic as b o th  good and e v i l  May o b se rv es , "A ll l i f e  i s  a  f lu x
betw een th e s e  two a sp e c ts  o f  th e  daim onic. We can r e p re s s  th e  daim onic,
b u t we cannot avo id  th e  t o l l  o f  ap a th y  and th e  ten d en cy  tow ard  l a t e r
e x p lo s io n  which such r e p re s s io n  b r in g s  in  i t s  wake."55 The mythology
o f  a n c ie n t H ellen ism  p o r tra y s  p a r  e x c e lle n c e  th e  re c o g n it io n  o f  th e
im p era tiv e  need t o  in te g r a te  th e  daim onic . Such in te g r a t io n  u n d e rlay
and gave r i s e  in  p a r t  t o  th e  sym bolic r ic h n e s s  o f  G reece . In  th e
H e l l e n i s t i c  and C h r is t ia n  p e r io d s  t h i s  in te g r a t iv e  s y n th e s is  d is s o lv e d .
There was a  s p l i t t i n g  o f  th e  daimon in to  co ncep ts  o f good and e v i l ,  p a s s io n
and r a t i o n a l i t y ,  e ro s  and se x , d e a th  and l i f e ,  e t c .  A lthough
som ething i s  g a in ed  in  m oral dynamism f o r  th e  H e l le n i s t i c  G reeks 
and e a r ly  C h r is t ia n s  by t h i s  s p l i t t i n g  o f th e  s tr u g g le  o f  good and 
e v i l  in to  d e v i l s  and a n g e ls ,  much i s  a ls o  l o s t .  And what i s  l o s t  
i s  im p o rta n t; namely, th e  c l a s s i c a l  o rgan ism ic  concept o f  b e in g  as 
com bining b o th  good and d e s tr u c t iv e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s . 5°
The lo s s  o f  t h i s  concept o f  b e in g  has  e x tr a c te d  heavy payment down th ro u g h  
th e  c e n tu r ie s .  May c i t e s  ap p ro v in g ly  R i lk e 's  epigram ; " I f  my d e v i l s  
a re  t o  le a v e  me, I  am a f r a id  my an g e ls  w i l l  ta k e  f l i g h t  as w e l l .  "57 we 
moderns have sough t t o  deny and r e p re s s  our d e v i l s  and have d isc o v e re d  
th e  t r u t h  o f  R i lk e 's  s ta te m e n t. Our an g e ls  have l e f t  us a l s o .  Thus, in  
t h i s  c e n tu ry  we have waged th e  m ost in te n s e ly  d e s t r u c t iv e ,  f r a t r i c i d a l  
wars o f  h i s to r y .  To re v e rs e  t h i s  t r e n d  we m ust undo th e  damage done in  
th e  H e l l e n i s t i c  p e r io d  and a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n s  and em phasize 
once more th e  H ellen ism ic  knowledge t h a t  good and e v i l  a re  c o n s tru c t iv e  
o n ly  in  sy m b io tic  fu s io n  w ith  one a n o th e r . We m ust reco g n iz e  th e  daim onic
5 5 ib ld . ,  p. 123.
56 l b i d . ,  p .  138 .
57ib id ., p. 122.
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as an elem ent o f  human e x p e rien ce  and n o t a s  an o th e r - d i r e c t in g  f o r c e .
We must l i v e  w ith  th e  daim onic, i . e . ,  th e  c a p a c ity  f o r  c r u e l ty ,  e v i l ,
a g g re ss io n , e t c . ,  i f  we a re  t o  l i v e  c r e a t iv e ly ;  "Not t o  rec o g n ize  th e
daim onic I t s e l f  tu rn s  o u t t o  be daim onic; i t  makes u s accom plices on
th e  s id e  o f  d e s tr u c t iv e  p o s s e s s io n ."5® The in s p i r in g  r e c o g n it io n  o f
th e  daim onic i s  th e  u l t im a te  le s s o n  K azan tzak ls , Zorba, and Odysseus
te a c h .  In  th e  p ro logue t o  The L a st T em ptation  o f  C h r is t  K azan tzak ls
e x p la in s  t h i s  common l ife -d o m in a tin g  in n e r  s t r u g g le —th e  Supreme D uty,
t o  r e c o n c i le  th e  d iv in e  and th e  daim onic:
I  lo v ed  my body and d id  n o t want i t  t o  p e r i s h ;  I  lo v ed  my so u l 
and d id  n o t want i t  t o  d ecay . • . . Every  man p a r ta k e s  o f  th e  d iv in e  
n a tu re  in  b o th  h is  s p i r i t  and f l e s h .  . . . The s tru g g le  betw een God 
and man b re a k s  o u t in  everyone , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  lo n g in g  f o r  re c o n ­
c i l i a t i o n .  Most o f te n  t h i s  s tr u g g le  i s  unconscious and s h o r t - l iv e d .
A weak s o u l  does n o t have th e  endurance t o  r e s i s t  th e  f l e s h  f o r  v e ry  
lo n g . I t  grows heavy , becomes f l e s h  i t s e l f ,  and th e  c o n te s t  en d s .
But among re sp o n s ib le  men, men who keep t h e i r  eyes r iv e te d  day and 
n ig h t upon th e  Supreme D uty, th e  c o n f l i c t  betw een f l e s h  and s p i r i t  
b reak s  o u t m e rc i le s s ly  and may l a s t  u n t i l  d e a th .59
T h e irs  i s  th e  example o f  one who c o n fro n ted  and l i s t e n e d  t o  th e  
daim onic and th e re b y  in te g ra te d  i t  in to  th e  s e l f .  R ecogniz ing  th e  dalmon 
o f  h is  tim e — "Our age i s  a  savage one; th e  B u ll ,  th e  underground D ionysian  
pow ers, has been  u n leash ed ; th e  A po llon ian  c r u s t  o f  th e  e a r th  i s  c ra c k in g "6° 
—K azan tzak is  sought t o  h a rn e ss  th e  d e s t r u c t iv e ,  d ia b o l ic  e lem en ts  o f 
h i s  age t o  th e  c o n s tru c t iv e  o n es . F a i th f u l ly  fo llo w in g  h is  daim on, h is  
D ionysian  £ la n  v i t a l  (May says o f  th e  daim onic, " I t  i s  n o n ra tio n a l in  i t s  
resem bling  th e  'D io n y sio n ' o f  N ie tzsch e  and th e  e la n  v i t a l  o f  B e rg s o n " ) ,6 l
5QI b i d . ,  p .  131.
k a z a n t z a k l s ,  The L ast T em ptation  o f  C h r i s t , p p . 1 -2 .
^ K a za n tza k ls , quoted in  F r ia r , "Introduction,"  t o  K azantzakls', The
Odyssey, p . x ix .
^M ay, Love And W ill, pp. 11*2-43.
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c a l le d  th e  v o ic e  o f  God, th e  t i g r e s s ,  th e  s p i r i t ,  K azan tzak ls search ed  
f o r  a  v a l id ,  whole e x is te n c e .  He d isc o v e re d  in  a  dream t h a t  he who 
a t t a i n s  a  redem ptive manner o f l i f e  i s  "He who p e rc e iv e s ,  lo v e s ,  and l iv e s  
th e  t o t a l i t y .  In  l iv in g  th e  t o t a l i t y  we m ust n o t deny i n s t i n c t s  o r  
th e  underground pow ers. We must be open t o  a l l  p a s s io n s  o r  th e s e  dalmons 
w i l l  e x t r a c t  t h e i r  rev en g e . K azan tzak ls r e l a t e s  a  t a l e  o f  h is  m eeting  in  
an abbey in  th e  S in a i  D ese rt w ith  one F a th e r  Joach im . T h is  h o l i e s t  o f  men
who spoke on ly  t o  God passed  on t o  K azan tzak ls  th e  f r u i t  o f  an e n t i r e  l i f e
sp e n t in  a p p re n tic e sh ip  t o  f l e s h  and s p i r i t *
"Angels a re  n o th in g  more—do you h ea r!---n o th in g  more th a n  r e f in e d  
d e v i l s .  The day w i l l  cane—oh, i f  o n ly  I  cou ld  l i v e  t o  see  i t  1—when 
men w i l l  u n d erstan d  t h i s ,  and th e n  . . . "
He lean ed  over t o  my e a r .  For th e  f i r s t  t im e , h is  v o ic e  was 
tre m b lin g .
" .  . . and th e n  th e  r e l ig io n  o f  C h r is t  w i l l  ta k e  an o th e r  s te p  
fo rw ard  on e a r th .  I t  w i l l  embrace th e  whole man, a l l  o f  him , no t j u s t  
h a l f  as i t  does now in  em bracing o n ly  th e  s o u l .  C h r i s t 's  m ercy w i l l  
b ro ad en . I t  w i l l  embrace and s a n c t i f y  th e  body as w e ll  as th e  s o u l;
i t  w i l l  s e e —and p reach —t h a t  th e y  a re  n o t enem ies, b u t f e l lo w  w orkers.
Whereas now, what happens? I f  we s e l l  o u rse lv e s  t o  God, He u rg es  us 
t o  deny th e  body. When w i l l  C h r i s t 's  h e a r t  grow s u f f i c i e n t ly  b road  
t o  com m iserate n o t o n ly  th e  s o u l b u t a ls o  th e  body, and t o  re c o n c ile  
th e s e  two savage b e a s ts? " °3
K azan tzak ls  l iv e d  t h i s  co u n se l and in c o rp o ra te d  th e  daim onic—th e  d e v i ls
K azan tzak ls , R ep o rt, p .  367 .
63i b i d . ,  p .  303 . In  th e  N ie tzsch e  s e c t io n  o f  i b i d .  K azan tzak ls e la b ­
o r a te s  on t h i s  them e, p p . 319-20 . "Although I  d id  n o t have t h i s  c o n sc io u s ly  
in  mind a t  a l l ,  th e  two f ig u r e s ,  C h r is t  and A n t ic h r i s t ,  g ra d u a lly  m erged.
Was i t  t r u e ,  th e n , t h a t  th e s e  two were n o t e t e r n a l  enem ies, t h a t  L u c ife r  
was n o t G od 's ad v ersa ry ?  Would e v i l  e v e n tu a l ly  be a b le  t o  e n te r  th e  s e r ­
v ic e  o f  good and c o l la b o ra te  w ith  i t ?  In  th e  c o u rse  o f  tim e , a s  I  s tu d ie d  
th e  work o f  t h i s  p ro p h e t opposed t o  God, I  mounted s te p  by s te p  t o  a  f o o l ­
h a rd y , m y s tic a l  u n i ty .  The f i r s t  s te p  o f  i n i t i a t i o n ,  I  s a id ,  was t h i s :  
good and e v i l  a re  enem ies. The second and h ig h e r  s te p  was; good and e v i l  
a re  fe llo w  w orkers. The h ig h e s t  s te p ,  th e  h ig h e s t  I  was ab le  t o  re a c h  a t  
p r e s e n t ,  was: good and e v i l  a re  i d e n t i c a l !  On t h i s  s te p  I  h a l te d ,  shud­
d e r in g  from  a  t e r r i b l e  s u sp ic io n  t h a t  f la s h e d  a c ro ss  my mind; perhaps 
t h i s  S a in t Blasphem er was p rodd ing  me t o  jo in  him in  h i s  blasphem y!"
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a s  w e ll  a s  th e  a n g e ls —In  an  e x a c t o p p o s ite  e x is te n c e  to  t h a t  which May 
d e s c r ib e s  a s  c h a r a c te r is in g  o u r e x is te n c e .  T h is in s ig h t  o f  K azantzak ls 
t h a t  we must reco g n ize  th e  savage D ionysian  powers w ith in  each  o f  us 
I n d iv id u a lly  and w ith in  a l l  o f  u s  c o l le c t iv e ly  i s  th e  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  
ap a th y  and th e  d e n ia l  o f  e ro s  and p a s s io n . I t  i s  a  d em o n stra tio n  o f  th e  
p a th  o u t o f  th e  d i a l e c t i c  o f  ap a th y  and v io le n c e  th ro u g h  lo v e  and w i l l ,  
and th u s  K azantzakls* most im p o rtan t borrow ing from c l a s s i c a l  G reece.
We m ight deduce a t  t h i s  p o in t  s e v e ra l  more " s t i l l  u s e fu l"  e lem ents 
f o r  K azantzakls* s a v io r s —in  a d d i t io n  to  th e  r e c o g n itio n  o f  th e  daim onic— 
d e r iv e d  from  h i s  e x p lo ra t io n  o f  a n c ie n t  H ellen ism . As we have p re v io u s ly  
seen  th e  new v is io n a ry /rh y th m  w hich we must f in d  in  o rd e r  t o  save God and 
ach iev e  d e liv e ra n c e  from th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age has to  be such a s  to  ennoble 
m an 's  mundane l i f e  when c o n fro n ted  w ith  th e  tw in , t e r r i f y i n g  aby sses  o f  
human m o r ta l i ty  and h i s t o r i c a l  te m p o ra li ty .  From H ellenism  we le a r n  t h a t  
f o r  w orld-w ide a p p l i c a b i l i t y  t h i s  a s p i r a t io n a l  id e a l  must in c o rp o ra te  th e  
wisdom o f  E a s t and W est. I t  m ust f i l l  th e  demands o f  community—to  p ro v id e  
coh eren ce , and in d iv id u a tio n —to  allow  s p o n te n e ity . I t  must a ls o  Inco rp ­
o r a te ,  a s  d id  Greek tra g e d y , th e  in s ig h t  o f  a r t ,  th e  a ren a  o f  im ag in a tio n , 
i n t u i t i o n ,  and p r e d ic t iv e  f o r e s ig h t ,  and d i a l e c t i c a l  s c ie n c e , th e  a ren a  o f  
I n t e l l e c t  and a n a ly s is .  I t  m ust heed a s  w e ll  th e  le s s o n s  and w ishes o f  th e  
th e  h e a r t .  The id e a l  must m a in ta in  th e  p ro p e r harm onious b a lan ce  between 
mind and body. This id e a l - o rd e r  must be founded on a  com prehensive under­
s ta n d in g  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  w orld  and human n a tu re —th e  d ia b o l ic  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  
d iv in e .  As i t s  essen ce  th e  v i s io n  must p o ssess  a  u n iv e r s a l  n o rm a tiv e -e th ic a l  
schema co g n izan t o f  th e  n a t u r a l - h i s to r i c a l  m ilie u  in  which h u m an ity 's  l i f e  
e x i s t s .  I t  must fo llo w  f a i t h f u l l y  th e  "im m ortal b lu e b ird "  o f  l i b e r t y .  A ncien t
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G re e c e 's  f a i l u r e  to  dynam ically  p e rse v e re  in  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  th e s e  g o a ls
due to  th e  s ta t ic l s m  o f  l a t e r  H ellenism  ren d e red  th e  nob le  s y n th e s is
v u ln e ra b le  to  dismemberment in  th e  H e l le n is t ic  p e r io d  and u l t im a te ly  made
Greece easy  p rey  f o r  th e  Macedonian co n q u e re rs . H e lle n ism 's  in s u f f ic ie n c y
in  m eeting  th e se  many demands caused K azan tzak ls to  se a rc h  th e  o th e r  o f
th e  two dom inant so u rces  o f  h is  view o f  fu tu re  m a n - -C h r is t ia n i ty . He
sought n o t to  n eg ate  th e  le s s o n s  o f  a n c ie n t  Greece b u t  r a th e r  to  augment
them w ith  th e  s p i r i t u a l  c r i t e r i a  o f  C h r i s t i a n i ty .  H is su ccess  in  t h a t
endeavor i s  s ig n a le d  by h is  w r i t in g  P re v e la k is  in  1950 w h ile  w orking on
The L a s t T em ptation o f  C h r is t  t h a t ;
The o ld  an tin o m ies  a re  b eg in n in g  to  become o rg an ized  in to  an  o rg an ic  
s y n th e s is .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t ,  a s  th e  B yzan tine  m y stic s  used  to  say , 
I  am a t t a in in g  th e  peak o f  endeavor, w hich i s  c a l le d  th e  la c k  o f  
en deavor. In  th e  book I 'm  w r i t in g ,  p erhaps I  s h a l l  be a b le  t o  form ­
u la t e  t h i s  o rg an ic  r e s o lu t io n  o f  c o n tr a d ic t io n s .  I 'm  b eg in n in g  n o t 
t o  be b o th e re d  by any ’’problem ” now, by any "agony ." I 'v e  found 
th e  s o lu t io n  I  have o u ts id e  th e  realm  o f  i n t e l l e c t  o f  a n a ly s is —i . e . ,  
beyond th e  p u r lie u s  o f  "S a tan .
C h r i s t i a n i ty :  C r i t e r i a  o f  th e  S p i r i t
N oting th e  im portance o f  c e r t a in  C h r is t ia n  te a c h in g s ,  a s  ex em p lif ie d
by th e  C h r is t  f ig u r e ,  f o r  K azan tzak ls ' th o u g h t B lenklnsopp o b se rv e s ;
I t  may seem s tra n g e  a t  f i r s t  s ig h t  t h a t  K azan tzak ls  f in d s  a  p la c e  f o r  
C h r is t  in  h is  d i a l e c t i c a l  scheme o f  r e a l i t y ,  and y e t  i t  i s  p r e c is e ly  h e re  
t h a t  he d i f f e r s  from  h is  m entor N ie tz sc h e . He fo llow ed  th e  same ro ad  
a s  Z a ra th u s tra  b u t  f u r th e r  a lo n g  i t  he re d isc o v e re d  C h r is t  a s  a  t r a v e l ­
l e r  who had gone b e fo re  him . Like Joyce and many o th e r s  b e fo re  and s in c e ,  
he had had  lu c k  w ith  th e  p a r t i c u la r  form o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  C h r is t ­
i a n i ty  in  which he was r a i s e d .  He r e je c te d  i t  and i t  r e je c te d  him; 
th e  Greek a rch b ish o p  would n o t a llow  h i s  body to  l i e  in  church  c h ie f ly
^ K azan tzak ls , L etter  to  P rev e la k is , 1950, H« K azantzakls, Nikos
K azantzakls, p . 5^9*
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because  o f  The Greek P ass io n  and The l a s t  T em ptation  o f  C h r i s t ,  and 
th e  l a s t  named no v e l w as, f o r  good m easure, p u t  on th e  Roman C a th o lic  
in d e x . He has some h a rd  th in g s  to  say  ab o u t c o n v e n tio n a l C h r i s t i a n i ty  
a s  'a  v e i l  o rg an ized  f a i r y  t a l e  p rom ising  p a ra d is e  and im m o rta lity ' 
and th e  churches a re  't a v e rn s  o f  hope where you go t o  f o r g e t  y o u r r e a l  
d u ty . '  Yet h is  work, l i k e  t h a t  o f  Jo y ce , i s  pervaded  w ith  C h r is t ia n  
symbolism and th e  a c t io n  in  a lm ost a l l  th e  n a v e ls  i s  p lay ed  o u t w ith in  
th e  tim e sequence o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  c a le n d a r .” 5
K azan tzak ls  had looked a t  th e  o f te n  h o r r id  re c o rd  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  
C h r i s t i a n i ty  and seen  t h a t  th e  church  was a t  tim es  g u i l ty  o f  dehum anizing 
a c t io n s .  However, i t  became in c re a s in g ly  obvious t o  K azan tzak ls  t h a t  th e  
C h r is t ia n  myth was o f  th e  u tm ost im portance; "L ike D ostoevsky, K azan tzak ls 
reg a rd ed  th e  C h r is t ia n  myth and th e  e x is te n c e  o f  God a s  in d isp e n sa b le  to  
human s a n i ty ;  b o th  saw n o th in g  b u t  chaos w ith o u t them ." 66 B e lie v in g  t h i s ,  
K azan tzak ls  r e je c te d  t r a d i t i o n  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  and chose th e  r e s u r ­
r e c te d  C h r is t ,  n o t th e  c r u c i f ie d  one, a s  th e  embodiment o f  C h r is t ia n i ty .^ T  
He c u t away th e  la y e r s  o f  ju d g e m e n ta l-d e v ita l iz in g  c r u s t s  co v e rin g  th e  t ru e  
power o f  th e  myth and looked to  th e  p o s i t i v e ,  en n o b lin g  e lem en ts  o f  C h r is t ­
i a n i t y .  K azan tzak ls r e je c te d  th e  dehum anizing h y p o c risy  o f  th e  e th ic  o f  
h u m ili ty ;  " I  am l e s s  a f r a id  o f  th e  m ajor v ic e s  th a n  o f  th e  m inor v i r t u e s ,  
because  th e se  have lo v e ly  fa c e s  and d ece iv e  u s a l l  to o  e a s i l y .  For my
^ ^ B le n k in so p p , Commonweal,  X C III (F e b ru a ry  26 , 19 7 1 ), p p . 516-17.
^ H o ffm an , The im aginat i o n ' s Nev^ Bo g in n in g , p p . 63-61*. in  R ep o rt, 
p . 250, K azan tzak ls ex p re sse s  t h i s  b e l i e f ;  "What does There I s  no' God, mean?
I t  means th e re  i s  ho b r id l e  on o u r i n s t i n c t s ,  no rew ard  f o r  goo3~or p u n ish ­
ment f o r  e v i l ,  no v i r t u e  * shame, o r  j u s t i c e —t h a t  we a r e  w olves and sh e - 
w olves in  h e a t ."
6? F a th e r  Y anaros, The F r a t r i c id e s , p p . 21*9-50, a n g r i ly  c r i e s  o u t to  
th e  A lm ighty; "T his i s  when we need s t r e n g th ;  g e t up , h e lp  me save them! You 
f o r g e t  t h a t  Y ou 're  n o t on ly  th e  c r u c i f ie d  C h r is t ,  b u t  th e  r e s u r r e c te d  C h r is t  
a s  w e ll!  The w orld  has no need o f  c r u c i f ie d  C h r is ts  any lo n g e r ,  i t  needs 
f ig h t in g  C h r is ts !  Take a  le s s o n  from me. Enough o f  t e a r s  and p a s s io n s , and 
c r u c i f ix io n s ;  g e t  up I  s a y , c a l l  o u t f o r  th e  army o f  a n g e ls  t o  descend; b r in g  
J u s t i c e !  Enough th e y 'v e  s p i t  on u s ,  b e a te n  u s ,  made us w ear a  crown o f  th o rn s ,  
c r u c i f i e d  u s ;  now i t ' s  th e  t u r n  o f  th e  r e s u r r e c te d  C h r i s t ."
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p a r t ,  I  want to  g iv e  th e  w o rs t e x p la n a tio n  [ fo r  n o t c a s t ig a t in g  a  d e c e i t f u l  
monk] . . . because I  want t o  shame my s o u l  and keep i t  from d o ing  th e  same 
th in g  a g a i n . T h e  m inor v i r tu e s  can , in  K azantzakls*  view , im prison  man 
in  a  cage o f  h a b i tu a l  cow ardice and exped ien cy . Focusing  on th e  C h r is t  
f ig u r e  K azantzak ls so u g h t, p a r t i c u la r ly  in  The L a st Tem ptation o f  C h r i s t , 
to
renew and supplem ent th e  sa c re d  myth t h a t  u n d e r l ie s  th e  g r e a t  C h r is t ia n  
e r a  o f  th e  West . . .  a  la b o r io u s ,  s a c re d , c r e a t iv e  endeavor to  r e i n ­
c a rn a te  th e  essen ce  o f  C h r is t ,  s e t t i n g  a s id e  th e  d ro s s —fa lseh o o d s  and 
p e t t in e s s e s  which a l l  th e  churches and. a l l  th e  cassocked  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  
o f  C h r i s t i a n i ty  have heaped upon t h i s  f ig u re  th e reb y  d i s t o r t i n g  i t . ° 9
F or t h i s  immensely c r e a t iv e  p ro c e ss  K azan tzak ls  em phasized th e r e f o r e ,  th e  
a f f i r m a t iv e  e x i s t e n t i a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  man in  a  c h a o t ic ,  m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  
t r a n s i t i o n a l  age t h a t  la y  w ith in  th e  a c t io n s  o f  C h r is t .  These a c t io n s  a re  
le s s o n s  which te a c h  t h a t  i f  man i s  to  save God he m ust uphold : th e  freedom
to  do a s  Je su s  d id  and choose o r a 's  p a th  to  God; human d ig n i ty ,  p r id e ,  and 
th e  s o u l;  b ro th e rh o o d  and th e  fo rc e  o f  lo v e .  K azantzak ls c o n s is te n t ly  c a l le d  
on h is  fe llo w s  to  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  immense p o te n t i a l  th ro u g h  a  Jo in in g  o f  th e se  
w ith in  and among th e i r s e lv e s  a s  en n o b lin g  c r i t e r i a  f o r  sa v in g  God. The f i r s t  
o f  th e s e  le s s o n s ,  th e  c a p a b i l i ty  o f  c h o ic e —freedom  o f  th e  w i l l —i s  a  l o g i ­
c a l ly  e s s e n t i a l  p re c o n d itio n  to  sav in g  God.
I f  we a r e  t o  save God, i . e . ,  th e  cause  o f  m oral goodness in  th e  w orld , 
a  n ecessa ry  p r e r e q u is i t e  i s  t h a t  we must be a b le ,  a s  K azan tzak ls reco g n ized , 
t o  choose th e  commitment w hich en ab le s  each  in  h is  own way to  l i b e r a t e  th e  
s p i r i t .  A perso n  who r e j e c t s  th e  power to  choose betw een a l t e r n a t iv e s ,  betw een 
d o in g  and n o t do ing  cou ld  n o t l o g ic a l ly  b e l ie v e  in  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  c r e a t iv e
^ K a z a n tz a k ls ,  R e p o rt, p .  213. The s c h o o lte a c h e r  in  The F r a t r i c i d e s , p .  9 0 , 
a p p e a ls  from th e  h o r ro r  o f  th e  tim es n o t f o r  h u m ility  b u t , 11 oh , proud v i r tu e s  
o f  man—p u r i ty ,  o b s tin a n c y , courage—h e lp  u s ! ”
^ K a za n tza k ls , L e t t e r  to  B o r j e  Knos, 1951> H . K azantzakls, Nikos
K azantzakls, p . 505.
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p o t e n t i a l  o f  man th e  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e ach  p e rso n  f o r  ad v an c in g  th e  
d i v i n e .  F o r i f  th e r e  be  no su ch  th in g  a s  f r e e  w i l l ,  i f  th e  s la v e h o ld e r  
and  H i t l e r ,  who a c tu a l i z e d  n o t  d iv in e  b u t  e v i l  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  c o u ld  n o t  a v o id  
t h e i r  a c t s  o f  ty ra n n y  and  o p p re s s io n ,  th e n  th e y  have no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
e v i l n e s s .  They can  n o t, t h e r e f o r e , re a so n a b ly  become th e  o b je c t s  o f  m o ra l 
b lam e and  m o ra l in d ig n a t io n .  I f  th e  w i l l  i s  n o t f r e e ,  th e n  no one i s  
m o ra lly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  h i s  a c t s ,  b e  th e y  good o r  b a d . The men and  th e  
n a t io n s  t h a t  s t i f l e  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  Good a re  no more J u s t l y  l i a b l e  t o  con­
d em nation  th a n  a n  e a r th q u a k e  o r  a  h u r r ic a n e . The p o in t  i s  t h a t  i f  t h e  w i l l  
i s  n o t  f r e e  no e t h i c a l  a p p e a l  can  re a so n a b ly  b e  made t o  th o s e  a t te m p tin g  t o  
h a l t  th e  flow  o f  th e  f tlan  v i t a l ,  th e  l i f e  f o r c e —th e  b o u r g e o is ie ,  th e  t e c h ­
n o c r a t s ,  e t c . —t o  r e f r a i n  from  t h e i r  s u p p re s s io n .  They can  l o g i c a l l y  r e p ly  
t h a t  th e y  a r e  n o t  f r e e  t o  r e f r a i n .  On th e  o th e r  han d , th o s e  who s t r u g g le  t o  
t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t e  m a t te r  i n t o  s p i r i t  c an  n o t  lo g ic a l ly  have re c o u rs e  t o  m o ra l 
in d ig n a t io n  f o r  b o th  g roups a r e  v ic t im s  o f  f o r c e s  o v e r  w hich  th e y  have no 
c o n t r o l .  O bv io u sly  m ost men i n  t h e i r  ev ery d ay  c o n d u c t, Judgem ent, and  a t t i ­
t u d e s ,  a c t  a s  th o u g h  th e y  b e l ie v e d  in  f r e e  w i l l  y e t  some r e j e c t  i t  i n  th e o r y .  
By t h i s  r e j e c t i o n  th e y  in e v i t a b ly  weaken t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  i n t e r n a l  and  e x t e r n a l  
freed o m . In  a p p ly in g  t h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  a ssu m p tio n  t o  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  th e y  
a r e  l o g i c a l l y  p re v e n te d  from  m o ra l o p p o s i t io n  o f  men who d e s t r o y  p o l i t i c a l  
an d  s o c i a l  l i b e r t y .  They can  n o t  r a t i o n a l l y  denounce a  H i t l e r  f o r  su ch  a  man 
p o s s e s s e s  no f r e e  w i l l  and was th e r e f o r e  i n e v i t a b ly  com pelled  by c h a r a c te r  
and  c irc u m sta n c e  t o  f a l l  u n d e r th e  d o m in a tio n  o f  m o tiv e s  w hich  i r r e s i s t i b l y  
f o r c e s  him t o  co n q u g r and  k i l l .  An e v a lu a t io n  o f  h i s  co n d u c t m ust b e  s t a t e d  
i n  te rm s  n o t  o f  blam e b u t  o f  r e g r e t .  Thus th e  p ra c t ic e d , e f f e c t  o f  denied , o f  
f r e e  w i l l  i s  t o  r e n d e r  man u n a b le  t o  condemn v i o l a t i o n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and  c i v i l  
l i b e r t y .
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In  c r e a t in g  and keep ing  a l iv e  th e  b e l i e f  in  f r e e  w i l l ,  " C h r i s t i a n i ty ,"  
in  th e  words o f  one o b se rv e r , "has e x e rc is e d  v a s t ly  more in f lu e n c e  th a n  a l l  
o th e r  s o c ia l  fo rc e s  combined."?® The e n t i r e  body o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  r e l ig io n  
i s  b ased  on th e  f r e e  ch o ice  o f  man. T h is i s  t h a t  man i s  f re e  to  choose 
God. There i s  no h in t  o f  c ircum stance  n o r  o f  in e v i ta b le  fo rc e  which s h a l l  
cause  man to  e i t h e r  choose o r  r e j e c t  God. T h is  i s  th e  b a s ic  r i g h t  o f  a l l  
men and can n o t be ta k e n  away from man by man. As s ta t e d  i n  th e  New T e s t-  
m ent, "who so ev er w i l l  l e t  him ta k e  th e  w a te r  o f  l i f e  f r e e l y . " ^  In  Kjazant- 
z a k is ' system  t h i s  p r e r e q u is i t e  a c t  from w hich a l l  fo llo w s  i s  c a s t  a s  th e  
f r e e ly  chosen commitment t o  save God. Zorba chooses t o  dance and a f f i rm  
l i f e  f o r  t h a t  i s  h i s  manner o f  s p i r i t u a l i z i n g  h i s  b e in g . On a  h ig h e r  l e v e l ,
E l Greco chose t o  p a in t  p e n e t r a t in g  and b e a u t i f u l  p o r t r a i t s  o f  th e  s p i r i t  
h id d en  deep w ith in  m en 's s o u ls .  And, on s t i l l  a  h ig h e r  l e v e l ,  J e su s  chose 
th e  c ro s s  when fa ce d  w ith  th e  a l t e r n a t iv e  o f  human h ap p in ess  f o r  t h a t  was 
h i s  way o f  sav in g  God. C h ilso n  s a y s , "The a c tu a l  p a th  to  s a lv a t io n  ap p ears  
t o  depend upon th e  in d iv id u a l .  . . . th e r e  i s  no u n iv e r s a l  p a t t e r n  f o r  s a lv a ­
t i o n .  Thus Odysseus f in d s  i t  Im possib le  to  ag ree  t o t a l l y  w ith  any o f  th e  
S a v io rs  he met in  h is  l a t e r  jo u rn e y in g . He cannot ta k e  th e  p a th  o f  Buddha, 
F a u s t,  Don Q u ix o te , o r  C h r is t ;  he must f in d  h i s  own way."?2 F in d in g  o n e 's
?°John  A. Ryan, "R e lig io n  As The B a s is  o f  th e  P o s tu la te s  o f  Freedom ," 
i n  Freedom, e d . Ruth Nanda Anshen (New York: H a rc o u rt, B race , and Company,
19^0 ) ,  p .  478.
7-4tev. 2 2 : 1 7 .
?2C h ilso n , Thought, XLVII (S p rin g  1972), p .  73* B ien , Nikos K azan tzak ls , 
p .  19# echoes C h ils o n 's  o p in io n ; "The ways o f  sa v in g  god a r e  many, he s a id .
In  v a r io u s  ages men a s  d iv e rse  a s  J e s u s ,  Genghiz Khan, Shakespeare* le n in ,
E l G reco, Z orba, Buddha, P sy c h a rls  ( th e  'S a in t  G eorge' who k i l l e d  th e  dragon 
o f  p u r i s t i c  G reek ), Don Q u ix o te , N ie tz sc h e , and Dante have been  s a v io r s  o f  
god, each  in  h i s  own m anner. But n o t a l l  p a th s  a re  a p p lic a b le  in  any g iven  e r a
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p a th  i s  made t e r r i b l y  more d i f f i c u l t  by th e  c o m p le x itie s  o f  t r a n s i t i o n a l
t im e s .73 K azan tzak ls r e l a t e s ,  i n  th e  l a s t  summation o f  h i s  l i f e  and work,
how he t r i e d  many d i f f e r e n t  p a th s  b e fo re  d isc o v e r in g  h i s  God on Mount Athos
and th e reb y  choosing  th e  in t e n t  and purpose o f  h i s  c r e a t iv e  a c t io n s ;
I  t r i e d  many d i f f e r e n t  ro ad s  to  re a c h  my s a lv a t io n :  th e  ro ad  o f  lo v e ,
o f  s c i e n t i f i c  c u r io s i t y ,  o f  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  in q u iry ,  o f  s o c ia l  r e b i r t h ,  
and f i n a l l y ,  th e  d i f f i c u l t  and s o l i t a r y  p a th  o f  p o e try .  But when I  
saw t h a t  a l l  th e se  le d  t o  th e  A byss, f e a r  would s e iz e  me, and I  would 
tu r n  back  and ta k e  a n o th e r  ro a d . T h is  w andering and t h i s  martyrdom 
l a s te d  f o r  many y e a r s .  F in a l ly ,  in  d e s p a i r ,  I  sought re fu g e  on A thos, 
th e  ho ly  m ountain o f  G reece , where no woman has  e v e r  s e t  f o o t ,  t o  
p ra y e r  and c h a s t i t y .  T h e re , i n  th e  s o l i tu d e  o f  th e  Holy M ountain, 
i n  an o ld  h e r m it 's  r e t r e a t  above th e  s e a , I  began  a  new s t r u g g le .  F i r s t  
o f  a l l  I  e x e rc is e d  by body in  obedience t o  th e  s p i r i t .  F or many months 
I  ta u g h t i t  t o  endure c o ld , h u nger, t h i r s t ,  s le e p le s s n e s s ,  and every  
p r iv a t io n .  Then I  tu rn e d  t o  th e  s p i r i t ;  sunk In  p a in f u l  c o n c e n tra t io n ,
I  sought t o  conquer w ith in  me th e  m inor p a s s io n s ,  th e  easy  v i r t u e s ,  th e  
cheap s p i r i t u a l  Jo y s , th e  co n v en ien t hop es . F in a l ly  one n ig h t  I  s t a r t e d  
up In  g r e a t  Jo y , f o r  X had seen  th e  re d  r ib b o n  l e f t  b eh in d  him i n  h is  
a s c e n t—-w ith in  u s  and i n  a l l  th e  u n iv e rse —-by a  c e r t a in  com batant; I
7 3 in  19^0 ,  a  y e a r  w hich may w e ll  have ep ito m ized  th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age f o r  
K azan tzak ls  w hat w ith  th e  H i t l e r  t e r r o r s  and w ith  t o t a l i t a r i a n  communism 
r e a r in g  i t s  u g ly  head , T i l l i c h —-a g ia n t  o f  tw e n t ie th  cen tu ry  th e o lo g y - i s s u e d  
an  immensely in t r ig u in g  t r a c e ,  "Freedom In  th e  P e rio d  o f  T ran sfo rm a tio n ,"  in  
Freedom, e d . Anshen, which a t  l e a s t  im p l ic i t ly  r e l a t e s  t o  o u r d is c u s s io n .  I t  
does so th ro u g h  i t s  em phasis on th e  f e r v id  n e c e s s i ty  o f  an  adequate  p ro te c te d  
v i t a l  sphere  o f  ch o ice  in  c r i s e s  t im e s .  T i l l i c h  p u t f o r th  a  b r i l l i a n t  a n a ly s is  
and a  ro u s in g  d e fen se  o f  freedom  w hich , b o th  l o g ic a l ly  and th e o lo g ic a l ly ,  
resem bles K az an tza k ls ' concep t o f  s a v in g  God th ro u g h  f r e e  c r e a t iv e  c h o ic e .
In  h i s  a n a ly s is  T i l l i c h  g iv e s  th e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  o f  freedom  a s  b e in g , ( p .  1 3 1 ), 
"freedom  e x i s t s  o n ly  i f  th e r e  i s  a  rea lm  o f  f r e e  c r e a t i v i t y ,  a  rea lm  w ith in  
w hich everyone i s  a b le  t o  d e term in e  h i s to r y  and t o  tra n s fo rm  human n a tu re  
th ro u g h  h i s to r y ."  The p resen ce  o f  t h i s  c r e a t iv e  freedom  i s  th e  co re  o f  m an 's 
l i b e r t y ;  and by i t s  p resen ce  o r  ab sen ce , i t  i s  th e  d e te rm in a n t o f  w hether o r  
n o t man has  freedom . T i l l i c h  c i t e s  th e  c o n d it io n s  o f  c r e a t iv e  freedom  as  
b e in g  freedom  f o r  m eaningfu l c r e a t i v i t y ,  freedom  f o r  autonomous c r e a t i v i t y ,  and 
freedom  f o r  s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g  c r e a t i v i t y .  I t  may be s t r e tc h in g  a  p o in t  and 
re a d in g  to o  much in to  th e s e  c o n d itio n s  b u t  seem ingly  he has  l i s t e d  a s  th e  
p rim ary  c o n d it io n s  o f m an 's freedom  som ething v e ry  a k in  t o  K azantzakls*  p o s t ­
u l a t e  o f  f r e e  c h o ic e . The c o n d itio n s  o f  freedom —t o  choose, t o  w i l l  t o  do 
w hat one w ished t o  do , and ( p .  133) " to  d ec id e  ab o u t th e  meaning and purpose 
o f  o n e 's  c r e a t iv e  a c t io n s " —axe th e  same c r i t e r i a  f o r  sav in g  God. A q u i te  
c l e a r  example o f  th e  p la c e  w hich cho ice  o cc u p ie s  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  cause o f  
l i b e r a t i n g  m oral b e tte rm e n t i n  th e  w orld  f o r  T i l l i c h  and K azan tzak ls .
c l e a r ly  sew h i s  b loody f o o tp r in t s  ascen d in g  from in o rg a n ic  m a tte r  
in to  l i f e  and from l i f e  in to  s p i r i t
From t h a t  tim e  on K azan tzak ls  sought fo re v e r  t o  fo llo w  th o se  f o o ts te p s  and 
ap p ea led  to  h i s  co n tem p o raries  t o  do th e  same. The e f f ic a c y  o f  K azan tzak ls* , 
and a l l  m en 's , a c t io n s  in  f u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  q u e s t i s  dependent upon, i n t e r ­
r e l a t e d  w ith , and made v ia b le  by th e  second p o s tu la te —p r id e  and th e  power 
o f  th e  s o u l .
K azan tzak ls  saw men a s  endowed w ith  p o te n t i a l ly  pow erfu l s o u ls  w hich 
a re  b o rn  w ith  them and rem ain so lo n g  a s  l i f e  rem ain s. H is to r ic a l  n e g le c t  
o f  t h i s  trem endous p o te n t i a l  does n o t d im in ish  i t  f o r  "man*s so u l i s  omni­
p o t e n t . " ^  F u l f i l l i n g  th e  commitment t o  f r e e in g  C re te  C ap ta in  P o ly x ig is  
ch a rg es  in to  b a t t l e  c h a s t iz in g  th o se  who t im id ly  hang b ack ; "The ho ly  s p l i n t e r ,  
you i d i o t ,  i s  th e  so u l o f  man. I  know o f  no o t h e r . i n  R eport K azant- 
z a k is  t e l l s  o f  th e  le s s o n  o f  h i s  V ienna i l l n e s s ;
E ver s in c e  t h a t  day I  have r e a l i z e d  t h a t  m an's so u l i s  a  t e r r i b l e  and 
dangerous c o i l s p r in g .  W ithout knowing i t ,  we a l l  c a r ry  a  g r e a t  e x p lo ­
s iv e  fo rc e  wrapped i n  o u r  f l e s h  and l a r d .  And what i s  w orse , we do n o t 
w ant t o  know i t ,  f o r  th e n  v i l l a i n y ,  cow ard ice, and fa lseh o o d  lo s e  t h e i r  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n ;  we can  no lo n g e r  h id e  beh in d  m an 's supposed im potence and
^ K a z a n tz a k ls ,  quo ted  in  F r i a r ,  " In tro d u c t io n ,"  t o  K a z a n tz a k ls ',  The 
Odyssey, p . x x i i i .  K azan tzak ls  e v id e n tly  f i r s t  fo rm u la ted  h i s  th e o ry  o f  sav in g  
Goa d u r in g  a  f o r ty  day p ilg rim ag e  w ith  S lk e lla n o s  in  191^ on Mt. A th o s. No 
women a r e  a llow ed  on th e  s a c re d  m ountain w hich i s  d o tte d  w ith  m o n a s te r ie s . W ith 
A egina, A n tib e s , Mt. S in a i ,  C re te , and K noasos, t h i s  h o ly  p la c e  became one o f  
th e  w o r ld - t r a v e le r 's  f a v o r i t e  p la c e s .  He alw ays w anted t o  spend a  two y e a r  
r e t r e a t  on Mt. A thos b u t  had t o  b e  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  s e v e ra l  s h o r te r  v i s i t s .  In  
h i s  P a r is  s tu d y  in  1939 he k e p t ,  among p ic tu r e s  o f  S a in t  F r a n c is ,  D an te , and  a  
copy o f  a  madonna from  Mt. S in a i ,  a  copy o f  a  madonna from b e lo v ed  Mt. A thos. 
E x tr a c ts  from N ik o s ' jo u rn a l  o f  h is  f i r s t  p ilg rim ag e  a re  in  H. K azan tzak ls ,
Nikos K azan tzak ls ,  p p . 53-57. K azan tzak ls  a ls o  d is c u s s e s  th e  t r i p  in  R e p o rt, 
i n  th e  s e c t io n  ''My F rie n d  The P o e t.  Mount A thos."
^ K a z a n tz a k ls ,  S a in t  F r a n c is , t r a n s .  P . A. B ien (New York: Simon and
S c h u s te r ,  I n c . ,  1962), p .  102.
^ K a za n tza k ls , Freedom or Death, p . 296.
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v re tc h e d  incom petence; we o u rse lv e s  m ust b e a r  th e  blame i f  we a re  
v i l l a i n s ,  cow ards, o r  l i a r s ,  f o r  a lth o u g h  we have an  a l l-p o w e r fu l  
fo rc e  in s id e ,  we d a re  n o t use  i t  f o r  f e a r  i t  m ight d e s tro y  u s .  But 
we ta k e  th e  e a sy , com fortab le  way o u t ,  and allow  i t  t o  v e n t i t s  s tr e n g th
l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  u n t i l  i t  to o  has d eg en e ra ted  to  f l e s h  and l a r d .  How
t e r r i b l e  n o t t o  know th a t  we p o sse ss  t h i s  fo rc e !  I f  we d id  know, we 
would be proud o f  our s o u ls .  In  a l l  heaven and e a r th ,  n o th in g  so  c lo s e ly  
resem bles God a s  th e  so u l o f  m an .>7
T h is  om nipo ten t, d iv in e  so u l la y s  th e  b a s is  f o r  th e  w orth  o f  each  human
b e in g . The power o f  th e  so u l and consequent m oral d ig n i ty  o f  th e  human
p e r s o n a l i ty  i s  a n o th e r  e lem en tary  le s s o n  o f  C h r is t .  C h r i s t i a n i ty  te a c h e s
t h a t  man i s  c re a te d  in  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  God and p o s se s se s  an  im m ortal s o u l .
Man i s  made f r e e  th ro u g h  t h i s  l ik e n e s s  and g iv en  w orth  by i t  a s  r e l a t e d  by
P a u l, "where th e  S p i r i t  o f  th e  Lord i s  p re s e n t  th e r e  i s  freedom . A ll  o f  u s ,
th e n ,  r e f l e c t  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  Lord w ith  uncovered f a c e s ;  and t h a t  same
g lo ry , coming from  th e  Lord who i s  th e  S p i r i t ,  tra n s fo rm s  us in to  h is  v e ry
l ik e n e s s ,  i n  an e v e r  g r e a te r  degree  o f  g l o r y T h e  p o s se s s io n  o f  an
im m ortal so u l and th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  man t o  God conno tes  b a s ic  human d ig n i ty
w hich means t h a t  th e  human b e in g  i s  an  end  in  h im se lf  and n o t to  be used  a s
a  means o r  in s tru m en t to  any o th e r  en d . Man p o s se s se s  g r e a t  s ta tu r e  in
K azan tzak ls1 eyes because o f  t h i s  m oral d ig n i ty  o f  p e rso n  and a lth o u g h
re c o g n it io n  o f  t h i s  s ta tu r e  may be p re v e n te d  by e x te r n a l  fo rc e  o r  i n t e r n a l
in c a p a c i t a t io n ,  men who r e a l i z e  t h e i r  p o te n t i a l  w i l l  answ er t h e i r  o p p re sso rs
a s  th e  n a t i o n a l i s t  s o ld ie r  N in io s , in  The F r a t r i c i d e s , answ ered h i s  r e b e l
e
c a p tu re rs ,  "My d ig n i ty  a s  a  man does n o t a llow  me t o  be fo rc e d  in to  o b ed ien ce ." 1 
A ugustine had s ta t e d  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r is t ia n  view o f  m an 's image and
^ K azan tzak ls , Report, p . 357*
?8Cor. 15: 17, 18 .
^ K azan tzak ls , The F r a tr ic id e s , p . 2^7.
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s o u l ,  "God made man In  h la  own image* F or he c re a te d  f o r  him a  so u l
endowed w ith  re a so n  and in t e l l ig e n c e ,  so t h a t  he m ight e x c e l  a l l  th e  c r e a tu re s
o f  e a r th ,  a i r ,  and sea  which were n o t so g i f t e d ,"®0  K azan tzak ls  * h e r e t i c a l
theme t h a t  man now p o sse s se s  th e  c a p a b i l i ty  to  su rp a ss  God and in  f a c t
c r e a te s  God in  th e  image o f  man was anathem a to  th e  church  (w hich was s t i l l
t i e d  t o  th e  A u g u stin ian  v iew ), b u t  n o t t o  many o f  h is  co n tem p o ra rie s . Bon-
h o e f fe r  a ls o  sough t to  s t r i k e  th e  chord  o f  m an 's  g r e a tn e s s .  B onhoeffer see s
th e  dom inant movement s in c e  th e  t h i r t e e n th  c e n tu ry  tow ard th e  autonomy o f
man a s  re a c h in g  a  c e r t a in  com pletion  in  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry , T h is  i s
ev id en ced  in  r e l ig io n  w ith  th e  s u b s t i tu t io n  o f  re a so n  f o r  r e v e la t io n ;  in
e th i c s  w ith  th e  s u b s t i tu t io n  o f  m oral p r in c ip le s  f o r  th e  te n  comnandmentB ;
in  p o l i t i c s  w ith  th e  s u b s t i tu t io n  o f  re a so n s  o f  s t a t e  f o r  r e l ig io u s  m o ra li ty ;
i n  i n t e r n a t io n a l  r e l a t io n s  w ith  th e  s u b s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  law o f  n a tu re  f o r
d iv in e  law ; in  p h ilo so p h y  w ith  th e  s u b s t i tu t io n  o f  mechanism f o r  p ro v id en ce ;
in  sc ie n c e  w ith  th e  s u b s t i tu t io n  o f  in f in i tu d e  f o r  a  f i n i t e l y  c r e a te d  cosmos.
There i s  no lo n g e r  any need , say s  B o n h o effe r,
f o r  God a s  a  w orking h y p o th e s is ,  w hether i n  m o ra ls , p o l i t i c s ,  o r  s c ie n c e . 
Nor i s  th e r e  any need f o r  such a  God i n  r e l ig i o n  o r  p h ilo so p h y  (F eu er­
b ach ) .  i n  th e  name o f  I n t e l l e c t u a l  h o n es ty  th e s e  w orking hypo theses 
shou ld  be dropped o r  d isp en sed  w ith  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s ib le .  A -S c ie n t is t  
o r  p h y s ic ia n  who seeks t o  p ro v id e  e d i f i c a t io n  i s  a  h y b r id . 01
C h r is t ia n  a p o lo g e tic s  have t r i e d  in  v a r io u s  ways t o  oppose t h i s  r e c o g n i t io n .
They have c o n fro n ted  th e  s e lf - a s s u ra n c e  o f  th e  modem w orld  w ith  th e  needed
tu te la g e  o f  God t o  answ er th e  u l t im a te  q u e s tio n s  o f  d e a th  and g u i l t .  The
s e c u la r iz e d  o f fs h o o t  o f  t h a t  movement, th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  p h ilo so p h e rs  and
th e  p s y c h o th e ra p is ts ,  a tte m p t to  t a l k  t o  man ab o u t God by d em o n stra tin g  to
O n
S t .  A u g u stin e , The C ity  o f  God, p .  205 , B asic  W ritin g s  o f  S t .  A u g u stin e , 
V ol. I I ,  e d . w ith  In tro d u c tio n  and N otes by W hitney J .  O ates (New Yorks 
Random House, 19*4-3), P* 205*
^ “Bonhoeffer, L etters  and Papers from P rison , p . 218.
181*
him  t h a t  he knows n o th in g , t h a t  he i s  unhappy, and  t h a t  he i s  i n  s e v e re
s t r a i t s .  B o n h o e ffe r  s e e s  th e s e  a p p ro a ch e s  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  a p o lo g e t ic s  a s
p o i n t l e s s ,  ig n o b le ,  and  u l t im a te ly  u n - C h r is t ia n ;
P o i n t l e s s ,  b e ca u se  i t  lo o k s  t o  me l i k e  a n  a t te m p t  t o  p u t  a  grow n-up 
man b a c k  i n t o  a d o le s c e n c e , i . e . ,  t o  make him d ep en d en t on  th in g s  on 
w hich  he i s  n o t  i n  f a c t  d ep en d en t any m ore , t h r u s t i n g  him  b a c k  in to  
t h e  m id s t o f  p rob lem s w hich  a r e  i n  f a c t  n o t  p rob lem s f o r  him  any  m ore . 
Ig n o b le , b e c a u se  t h i s  am ounts t o  a n  e f f o r t  t o  e x p l o i t  th e  w eakness 
o f  man f o r  p u rp o se s  a l i e n  t o  him  and n o t  f r e e l y  s u b s c r ib e d  t o  by  
h im . U n -C h r is t ia n ,  b e c a u se  f o r  C h r i s t  h im s e lf  i s  b e in g  s u b s t i t u t e d  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  s ta g e  i n  th e  r e l i g io u s n e s s  o f  man, i . e . ,  a  human la w .32
Such a t te m p ts  p o s i t  C h r i s t  a s  undynam ic, i n f l e x i b l e ,  and  i n  o p p o s i t io n  
t o  th e  autonom ous developm ent o f  man. W ritin g  from  p r i s o n  i n  H i t l e r i a n  
Germany B o n h o effe r  a rg u e s  t h a t  i f  we a r e  t o  b e  f a i t h f u l  t o  man, a v o id  
th e  c o u n se l o f  d e s p a i r  and  f a l s e  em ergency e x i t s ,  and  m a in ta in  o u r  i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l  s i n c e r i t y  t h e r e  i s  o n ly  one v a l i d  way:
The o n ly  way i s  t h a t  o f  M atthew 18.3, i . e . ,  th ro u g h  re p e n ta n c e ,  th ro u g h  
u l t im a te  h o n e s ty .  And th e  o n ly  way t o  be  h o n e s t  i s  t o  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  
we have t o  l i v e  i n  th e  w o rld  e t s e  d eu s  non d a r e t u r  [e v e n  i f  God i s  n o t  
t h e r e [ .  And t h i s  i s  j u s t  w h a t we do s e e —'b e fo re  God! So o u r  coming 
o f  age f o r c e s  u s  t o  a  t r u e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  o u r  s i t u a t i o n  v i s - a - v i s  God.
God i s  te a c h in g  u s  t h a t  we m ust l i v e  a s  men who can  g e t  a lo n g  v e ry  w e l l  
w ith o u t  h im . The God who i s  w ith  vis i s  th e  God who fo r s a k e s  u s (Mark 
1 5 ,3 * 0 . The God who makes u s  l i v e  in  t h i s  w o rld  w ith o u t u s in g  him  a s  
a  w o rk in g  h y p o th e s is  i s  th e  God b e fo re  whom we a r e  e v e r  s ta n d in g .  B efo re  
God a n d  w i th  him  we l i v e  w ith o u t  God. God a llo w s  h im s e lf  t o  b e  edged  
o u t  o f  th e  w o rld  and  on t o  th e  c r o s s .  God i s  weak and p o w e rle ss  i n  th e  
w o r ld , and  t h a t  i s  e x a c t ly  th e  w ay, th e  o n ly  w ay, i n  w hich  he can  be  w ith  
u s  and  h e lp  u s .  M atthew 8.17 makes i t  c r y s t a l  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  by 
h i s  om nipo tence t h a t  C h r i s t  h e lp s  u s ,  b u t  by  h i s  w eakness and  s u f f e r i n g .
T h is  i s  th e  d e c i s iv e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and  a l l  
r e l i g i o n s .  M an 's r e l i g i o s i t y  makes him  lo o k  i n  h i s  d i s t r e s s  t o  th e  
pow er o f  God i n  th e  w o rld ; he u s e s  God a s  a  Deus e x  m ach in e . The B ib le  
how ever d i r e c t s  him  t o  th e  p o w e rle ssn e s s  and  s u f f e r in g  o f  God; o n ly  a  
s u f f e r in g  God can  h e lp .  To t h i s  e x te n t  we may say  t h a t  th e  p ro c e s s  we 
have d e s c r ib e d  by  w hich  th e  w o rld  came o f  age was an  abandonm ent o f  a  
f a l s e  c o n c e p tio n  o f  God, an d  a  c l e a r in g  o f  th e  d eck s  f o r  th e  God o f  th e  
B ib le ,  who co n q u ers  pow er and  sp ace  i n  th e  w o rld  by  h i s  w eak n ess . T h is  
m ust be  th e  s t a r t i n g  p o in t  f o r  o u r  '•w orld ly1' in terpretation .^
82I b i d . ,  pp. 196-97.
83 i b i d . ,  p p . 2 1 9 -2 0 . H arvey Cox, a  p ro m in en t con tem p o rary  th e o lo g ia n ,
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W orking b e fo re  and w ith  God we m ust wreak th e  c r e a t iv e  o rd e r in g  o f  th e  w o rld . 
T h is  c r e a t iv e  o rd e r in g , in  which cho ice  and f r e e  w i l l  a re  l o g i c a l ly  e s s e n t i a l  
and which r e l i e s  on th e  p o te n t i a l  o f  man’ s d iv in e  s o u l ,  i s  g iv en  e t h i c a l -  
m oral u n i f i c a t io n ,  in  K azan tzak ls ' v iew , by th e  demands o f  b ro th e rh o o d  and 
lo v e .
K azan tzak ls ' view o f  th e  r o le  o f  lo v e  in  sav in g  God i s  r e v e a le d  in
flitS pain  where he speaks o f  God " a s t r id e  h is  P egasus, Love." As G od's Pegasus 
lo v e  a id s  m an's e f f o r t s  to  save God. I t  p ro v id e s  an  e th ic a l-m o ra l  s t a r t i n g  
p o in t ,  "Love i s  th e  b eg in n in g ; i t  i s  n o t th e  en d . I  c ry  'Love!* because  
man m ust b eg in  w ith  th a t."® ^  I t  i s  a l s o  a  means t o  p e rso n a l s a lv a t io n ;  "Ah!
An e r o t i c  lo v e , a  p a s s io n  f o r  som ething o th e r  th a n  y o u r s e l f —I  b e l ie v e ,
86G enossin , th e r e  i s  no o th e r  s a lv a t io n ."  In  a d d i t io n ,  th ro u g h  lo v e  i s
expounded i n  The S e c u la r  C ity  (New York: The M acM illan C o ., 1 9 6 5 ), s im i la r ly
on th e  In h e re n t w orth  o f  nan and p la c e s  him alm ost on a  l e v e l  w ith  God. Like 
K azan tzak ls  and B onhoeffer he v iew s th e  tra g e d y  o f  modern C h r i s t i a n i ty  a s  b e in g  
th e  r e le g a t io n  o f  man to  a  p o s i t io n  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h a t  t o  w hich he i s  e n t i t l e d .  
T h is  i s  due t o  a  th r e e f o ld  developm ent, f o r  Coks ( l )  fo llo w in g  th e  co n v e rs io n  
o f  C o n s ta n tin e , C h r i s t i a n i ty  was sometimes used  t o  j u s t i f y  o p p re ss iv e  m ile ;
(2 )  th e  emergence o f  p r id e  a s  th e  c a r d in a l  s in  w ith  a  r e s u l t i n g  em phasis on 
su b o rd in a tio n ; (3 )  th e  w il l in g n e s s  o f  th e  c l a s s i c a l  p h ilo so p h e rs  t o  a llo w  th e  
God o f  th e  B ib le  to  be b lu r r e d  in to  P l a t o 's  Id e a  o f  th e  Good o r  A r i s t o t l e 's  
Prim e Mover, w hich in  C ox 's v iew , r e le g a te d  th e  c r e a t i v i t y  and a b i l i t y  o f  man 
to  a  su b o rd in a te  p o s i t io n .  Cox f in d s  an  e x a l te d  view o f  man i n  th e  B ib le ,  and 
he f e e l s  t h a t  in  th e  above p ro c e sse s  som ething e s s e n t i a l  t o  C h r i s t i a n i ty  has  
b een  l o s t .  He i s  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  man works a s  G od 's p a r tn e r  in  a  mean­
in g f u l  o rd e r in g  o f  th e  w orld  and c r i t i c i z e s  b i b l i c a l  s c h o la r s ,  ( p .  7 6 ) who 
"c la im ed  by th e  s p e l l  o f  th e  G reeks, have overlooked  o r  m inim ized th e  a s to n ­
i s h in g  f a c t  t h a t  c r e a t io n  i s  n o t com pleted by God i n  th e  B ib le  u n t i l  a f t e r  man 
i s  formed and b e g in s  to  work a s  G od 's p a r tn e r  i n  o rd e r in g  th e  ch a o s ."  The 
oneness o f  C ox 's view w ith  K azantzakls*  i s  n o t m erely  c o in c id e n ta l .  B lenk insopj 
Commonweal, XCIII (F ebruary  26 , 1971)> P* 51^> t e l l s  u s  t h a t  i n  th e  m id -1960 's  
when th e  th e o lo g ia n s  d isc o v e re d  K azan tzak ls , " q u o te s , m ostly  from  Z orba, appeare 
w ith  in c re a s in g  frequency  in  th e  works o f  such t r a i l b l a z e r s  a s  John R obinson, 
Harvey Cox, and Sam Keen."
^ K a z a n tz a k ls ,  S p a in , p .  128
®5|Gazantzakis, The F r a t r i c i d e s ,  p .  6 9 .
K azan tzak ls , L e t te r  t o  E . Sam ios, 1925, H. K az an tzak ls , Nikos 
K azan tzak ls , p .  133 .  ---------
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a t t a i n e d —a s  S a in t  F ra n c is  d e m o n s tra te d —th e  c r u c i a l  u n i t i n g  o f  man w ith  
h i s  f e l lo w s ,  n a tu r e ,  and  th e  cosm os, l e a d in g  t o  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  s o lu t io n s  
f o r  m a n k in d 's  p e r p e tu a l  p ro b lem s;
S a in t  F r a n c is  becom es con tem porary  b o th  b e c a u se  i n  h i s  own h e a r t  he 
had  r e a l i z e d  th e  p e r f e c t  u n io n  w ith  th e  cosm os—t o  w hich  p r e s e n t  day 
s c ie n c e  i s  l e a d in g  vis a lo n g  o th e r  r o a d s —and a l s o  b e ca u se  h i s  h e a r t  
had  fo u n d  th e  s o lu t io n  t o  th e  p rob lem s t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  l n s o lu a b le :  p o v e r ty
i n j u s t i c e ,  v io le n c e .  Only th e  lo v e  p re a c h e d  by  him  c o u ld  b r in g  vis t o  a  
s o lu t io n  o f  th e s e  p ro b le m s .
Who was th e  woman s a i n t  who r a n  th ro u g h  th e  c o r r id o r s  o f  h i s  monas­
t e r y  u t t e r i n g  a  p i e r c in g  c r y ,  "T here  i s  no lo v e  f o r  lo v e ? "  I n  o u r  own 
epoch  th e r e  i s  no lo v e  f  o r ftl o v e • And. t h i s  i s  th e  o n ly  key w hich  can  
u n lo c k  h a p p in e s s  on  e a r t h .  '
S u rp a s s in g  th e  e g p , men sh o u ld  lo v e  o th e r s  a s  th e m s e lv e s , a s  p e rso n s  
h a v in g  th e  same d i g n i t y ,  th e  same p o t e n t i a l ,  th e  same n e e d s .  P e rh ap s  th e  
g r e a t e s t  o f  th e s e  n eed s  i s  im m unity from  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  th o s e  c r e a t iv e  
a c t i v i t i e s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  l i f e  and  th e  developm en t o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  i . e . ,  
freedom  from  " p o v e r ty ,  i n j u s t i c e ,  v io l e n c e ."  W hile th e  p o s tu l a t e  o f  b r o th e r ly  
lo v e  i s  know able by  re a so n  t h i s  co g n izan ce  o f  n eed s  o f  o th e r s  due t o  lo v e  o f  
f e l lo w  man owes m ost o f  i t s  f o r c e  and  a p p e a l  t o  th e  le s s o n  o f  C h r i s t  whose 
l i f e ' s  te s ta m e n t  e q u a te d  th e  lo v e  o f  n e ig h b o r  a s  a k in  t o  lo v e  o f  God.
Many p e o p le  f e e l  t h a t  i f  th e  t e n e t s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w ere r e d u c ib le  t o  
one w ord t h a t  w ord  w ould be  " lo v e ."  The d o c t r in e  o f  lo v e  i s  expounded 
th ro u g h o u t th e  New T e s ta m e n t. C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e v e r s ,  f o l lo w e r s  o f  C h r i s t ,  
a r e  w arned—a s  K a z a n tz a k ls  w arned h i s  f r i e n d  S lk e la n o s —a g a in s t  s e l f ­
a d u la t io n  an d  t o l d  t h a t  " th o u  s h a l l  lo v e  th y  n e ig h b o r  a s  th y se lf ." ® ®  T h is  
lo v e  i s  see n  a s  f r e e in g  man from  th e  a r t i f i c i a l  e n tra p m e n ts  w hich  he i s  so  
p ro n e  t o  d e v is e  f o r  h im s e l f .  W hile t h i s  c o n c e p t h a s  b een  n e g le c te d  i t  would* 
i f  a d h e red  t o ,  f r e e  man from  h i s  p a s s io n a te  and  o f t e n  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  q u e s t  
f o r  pow er, dom inance, and  econom ic s u p e r i o r i t y .  The f o r c e  o f  lo v e  i s  h e a v i ly
^ K azan tzak ls , Conversation w ith  H. K azantzakls, I b id . ,  p . 520.
88Rom. 13: 9 .
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r e l i e d  upon by S t .  A ugustine who sought to  tu r n  th e  Romans away from  t h e i r  
t r a n s g r e s s io n s .  He f e l t  t h a t  th e  p e rv e rs io n  o f  g o a ls  in  th e  l a t e r  Roman 
Empire le d  t o  e v e r -g r e a te r  d e s ir e s  f o r  conquest and dom ination  o f  e th e r  
p e o p le . T h is  d e s tro y e d , to  a  g r e a t  e x te n t ,  th e  lo v e  o f  man f o r  man. Augus­
t i n e  disavow ed any s t a t e  a b i l i t y  to  a id  man in  h is  t r u e  aim o f  s a lv a t io n  and
t r i e d  th ro u g h  th e  advocacy o f  th e  perm eation  o f  b ro th e r ly  love  th ro u g h o u t 
Roman s o c ie ty  to  f r e e  man from  h i s  o f te n  f a t a l  f r a t r i c i d a l  s tr u g g le .  He
conceived  th e  C h r i s t i a n 's  r o le  a s :
T hat a  j u s t  and p io u s  man shou ld  be ready  to  b e a r  w ith  p a tie n c e  th e
w ickedness o f  th o se  whom he d e s i r e s  to  be good; r a th e r  in  o rd e r  t h a t
th e  number o f  th e  good may in c re a s e ,  n o t t h a t  w ith  s im i la r  w ickedness 
he may h im se lf  jo in  th e  number o f  th e  e v i l ;  and in  th e  n e x t p la c e ,  t h a t  
th ey  r e l a t e  to  th e  in t e r n a l  a f f e c t io n  o f  th e  h e a r t  more th a n  to  th e  
e x te r n a l  a c t io n s ;  in  o rd e r  t h a t  in  th e  secrecy  o f  o u r minds we may f e e l  
p a tie n c e  and b en ev o len ce , b u t in  o u r  outw ard conduct may do th a t  which
te n d s  t o  th e  advantage o f  th o se  to  whom we ought to  f e e l  b en ev o len t
a f f e c t i o n s . ^
T h e re fo re , th e  C h r is t ia n ,  th rough  lo v e  o f  Gad and lo v e  o f  h is  b ro th e r ,  i s
f re e d  from th e  f ig h t  f o r  e a r th ly  w ants to  seek  an in c re a se  in  th e  number o f
th o se  who w orship  God, i . e . ,  g iv e  God His due. K azan tzak ls  would a g re e —
re c a ll, h i s  thoroughgoing  c r i t i q u e  o f  m a te r ia lism —t h a t  man shou ld  fo rego
g o a ls  o f  economic o r  p o l i t i c a l  dominance b u t  he would tu r n  th e  fo rc e  o f  love
r e le a s e d  th ro u g h  t h i s  p ro c e ss  from th e  heavens w holly  to  th e  w orld :
Love w retched  man a t  l a s t ,  f o r  he i s  you , my so n .
Love p la n ts  and b e a s ts  a t  le n g th ,  f o r  you were th e y , and now
th ey  fo llo w  you in  w ar l i k e  f a i t h f u l  f r ie n d s  and s la v e s .
Love th e  e n t i r e  e a r th ,  i t s  w a te rs ,  s o i l s ,  and s to n e s ; 
on t h i s  I  c l in g  to  l i v e ,  f o r  I 'v e  no o th e r  s te e d .90
K a za n tz a k ls ' o p p o s it io n  to  th e  o th e r-w o rld ly  a t t e n t io n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l
C h r i s t i a n i ty  re c e iv e s  agreem ent from Cox, who r e j e c t s  a  p a s s iv e  r o le  f o r  th e
® 9st. A u g u stin e , The C ity  o f  God, p .  33k .
9 °K azan tzak is , The O dyssey, Book XV, l i n e s  1165-69* P« ^77*
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C h r is t ia n  in  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry . He d e s i r e s  t o  p a in t  a  more v iv id ,  
l i v e  p i c tu r e ,  th u s  h i s  con cep tio n  p a r a l l e l s  K a z a n tz a k ls '. W ith A ugustine 
and C a lv in , Cox em phasizes t h a t  man should  lo v e  h i s  b r o th e r  a s  in  a  s im i la r  
manner he lo v e s  God. However, Cox seeks to  r e f u te  th e  dom inant tra n sc e n d e n t 
a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  love and tu r n  man’ s  a t t e n t io n  p r im a r i ly  to  th e  w orld  and 
to  th e  many s o c ia l  problem s c o n fro n tin g  th e  w o rld . He i s  v e ry  much con­
cern ed  w ith  th e  in e q u a l i ty  in  th e  w orld , and w ith  th e  p o la r iz a t io n  o f  peop le 
in  th e  w o rld . Cox view s th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  Gospel and th e  r o le  o f  th e  
church  a s  r e c o n c i l i a t io n ,  freedom , and hope, and th in k s  an  em phasis on 
b ro th e rh o o d  would h a s te n  th e  a c tu a l iz a t io n  o f  th e se  te a c h in g s  in to  r e a lity .91
U n fo rtu n a te ly , a l l  to o  many p eop le  ag ree  w ith  th e  o ld  a rch o n , P a t-  
r ia r c h e a s ;  b ro th e rh o o d  i s  "very  f in e  when i t ’ s  s a id  in  chu rch , when th e  p r i e s t  
pronounces i t  on Sunday from th e  p u l p i t .  But you M anolios b le s s e d  su c k e r, 
you m ust be com pletely  cracked  to  p u t i t  in  p ra c t ic e 1 " 9 2 i f  i t  were p u t  in to  
p r a c t ic e  however i t  w ould, a s  Cox and M anolios know, f o r c e f u l ly  advance th e  
cause o f  th e  Good because a s  F a th e r  Yanaros re c o g n iz e s , "Love i s  a  sword, 
A ndreas, my son ; C h r is t  had no o th e r  sword b u t lo v e , and w ith  t h a t  he conquered 
th e  world."93 K azan tzak ls ' i s  t r u l y  a  p ro v o ca tiv e  and "a  p re c io u s  m essage o f  
lo v e  to  come in  o u r tim e o f  d i s p a r i t y ,  what warm a f f i rm a t io n  o f  l i f e ,  n o t 
u n r e a l i s t i c ,  f o r  a  w orld  o f  a n x ie ty ,  b i t t e r n e s s ,  d i s a f f e c t io n ,  f re n z ie d  r e je c t*  
io n  and p r e d i l l c t i o n ."9^
9 1 ln  a d d i t io n  to  The S e c u la r  C ity  see  C o x 's , G od 's R ev o lu tio n  and M an's 
R e s p o n s lb i l i ty  (V alley  F orge: The Hudson P re s s ,  19&5)•
92K azan tzak is ,  The G reek P a ss io n , p .  123.
93K;azantzakis, The F r a t r i c id e s ,  p .  216.
-^ D e c a v e lle s , P o e try , XCV (December 1959)# P« 177•
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Freedom o f  c h o ic e ,  th e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  m an 's  d iv in e  s o u l ,  and  lo v e ,  a r e  
th e n  th e  im p o r ta n t c r i t e r i a  o f  th e  s p i r i t  b a se d  on and  made e f f e c t i v e  by  th e  
exam ple o f  C h r i s t .  These p o s tu la t e s  form  th e  c o re  o f  a  p o s i t i v e ,  h u m a n is tic  
p o l i t i c a l  th e o lo g y . As n o rm ativ e  v a lu e s  th e y  can  an d , more th a n  t h a t ,  m ust 
be  b ro u g h t t o  b e a r  w ith  more I n t e n s i t y  on m odern l i f e  i f  man i s  t o ,  i n  K azan t- 
z a k i s '  te rm s , sav e  God, man, th e  d iv in e ,  and  th e re b y  n e g a te  th e  e v i l  in  th e  
w o rld  and  advance th e  good. F o r we have se e n  t h a t  co n tem p o rary , m ass t e c h ­
n o lo g ic a l  e x is te n c e  le a d s  t o  d i s t r a c t i o n ,  d i s i l lu s io n m e n t , and  t o  a  h ig h ly  
re g im e n te d  and  r e g u la te d  l i f e  w hich  i n  many ways i s  h ig h ly  o p p re s s iv e  a s  w e l l .  
The in d iv id u a l  h a s  q u i te  o f te n  b een  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  o r  in c o rp o ra te d  i n to  th e  
m ass by th e  s o c i a l  p la n n e r s  who, th ro u g h  t h e i r  r e l i a n c e  on th e  te c h n o c r a t ic  
o u t lo o k , i n i t i a t e  o v e r ly  g ra n d io se  schemes f o r  s a l v a t i o n .  Many have l o s t  
s i g h t  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  seldom  i s  a  l i b e r a t i n g  s o c i a l  o rd e r  b ro u g h t a b o u t by 
te c h n o c r a t ic  In n o v a tio n s  o r  sy stem  a d ju s tm e n t from  ab o v e . N e ith e r  w i l l  t h i s  
o r d e r  come, s ay s  K a z a n tz a k ls , th ro u g h  a l l i a r i c e  w ith  an  o th e r -w o r ld ly  d i c t a t e d  
o r d e r  f o r  th e r e  i s  no d i r e c t i n g  B e in g . A c o n s t r u c t iv e  l i b e r a t i n g  o r d e r  c an , 
i n  K a z a n tz a k ls ' v ie w , be  w rought o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  s p i r i t  o f  man—a c t i o n  
f lo w in g  from  i n d i v i d u a l 's  se n se  o f  i n j u s t i c e  and  accom panying q u e s t  f o r  s o c i a l  
j u s t i c e —jo in in g  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  an  e n n o b lin g  i d e a l .  K a z a n tz a k ls  had  le a r n e d  
from  H e llen ism  t h a t  su ch  an  i d e a l  m ust b e  b a se d  on  th e  c r i t e r i a  o f  E a s t  
and  W est, i n t e l l e c t  and h e a r t ,  demonic and  d iv in e ,  community and  i n d i v i d ­
u a t io n .  B rough t b a ck  t o  th e  l a s t i n g  pow er o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  m yth i n  s e a rc h  
o f  f u r t h e r  c r i t e r i a  he now found  t h a t  th e  i d e a l - o r d e r  m u s t, l i k e  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  
be  o f  su ch  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  power an d  r ic h n e s s  a s  t o  p ro v id e  a  v e h ic l e  f o r  m an 's  
a t t e n t i v e ,  u n r e le n t in g  a l l e g i e n c e . I t  m ust be r ig o r o u s ly  co n d u civ e  t o  th e  
c o g n iza n c e  and  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  s o u l 's  p o t e n t i a l i t y .  I t  m ust a llo w  m an 's  
c h o ic e .  F u r th e r ,  t h i s  i d e a l  m ust heed  th e  s e l f l e s s  u n if y in g  re q u ire m e n ts  o f
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lo v e .  L earn ing  th e s e  th in g s  K azan tzak ls sought th e  u n iv e r s a l  theme u n d er­
ly in g  th o se  a l l - im p o r ta n t  th r e e  fa c e s  o f  God—Marxism, H ellen ism , and 
C h r i s t—a s  an  answ er t o  L eo n id as ' query  o f  how one t e l l s  a  good id e a l  from 
a  had  o n e . T h is  answ er i s  found in  h is  e q u a tio n  o f  God w ith  freedom  in  
h i s  u l t im a te  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t 's  message a s  th e  a tte m p t " to  tra n sc e n d  
m an's d e s tin y  and u n i te  w ith  God, in  o th e r  words w ith  a b so lu te  freedom ."95 
The s tru g g le  f o r  feedom o r  God i s  th e  u n iv e r s a l  u n d e r ly in g  th e  movements o f  
Marxism, H ellen ism , and C h r i s t i a n i ty . T h e re fo re , sa v in g  God—w hich can and 
m ust o ccu r on ly  w ith in  th e  p aram eters  o f  M arx is t s o c ia l  j u s t i c e ,  H e lle n ism 's  
s y n th e s is ,  and C h r is t ia n  h u m an istic  c r i t e r i a —becomes n o t freedom  b u t  th e  
c r e a t io n  o f  o rd e r  produced th rough  a  q u e s t  w ith in  th e s e  p aram eters  f o r  freedom ;
The g r e a te s t  v ir tu e  on e a r th  i s  n o t t o  become f r e e  
b u t  to  seek  freedom  in  a  r u th l e s s ,  s le e p le s s  s t r i f e . 9©
George P o lle y  has  s a id  o f  K a za n tz a k ls ' w ork, "The prim ary  c o n tr ib u t io n
in  Nikos K az an tz ak ls ' w ork, a s  in  h i s  l i f e ,  i s  s t r u g g le ,  ' t h e  s tru g g le  f o r
freedom.'"97 The r e c o g n it io n  o f  t h i s  theme a s  th e  cu lm in a tio n  o f  K azantzakls*
th o u g h t i s  sh a red  u n iv e r s a l ly . B lenkinsopp o b se rv es  o f  th e  s tru g g le  to
save God/freedom ,
The jou rn ey  i s  t h a t  o f  C h r is t  from th e  c a r p e n te r 's  shop t o  th e  summit 
o f  G o lgo tha , t h a t  o f  th e  d isp o s se s se d  to  freedom  in  The Greek P a ss io n , 
th e  N eo -P la to n ic  movement from  p u r i f i c a t i o n  to  u n io n , and i n  i t s  
u tte rm o s t e x p re s s io n , t h a t  o f  th e  G rea t Combatant from th e  lo w es t forms 
o f  l i f e  to  p o in ts  beyond man. I t  i s  u n d ertak en  n e i th e r  o u t o f  b l in d  
I n s t i n c t  nor a  su re  knowledge o f  th e  g o a l .  I t s  r e a l i t y  i s  ex p erien ced  
a s  s t r u g g le ,  a s c e n t ,  s u f f e r in g ;  i t s e l f  i t s  o n ly  rew ard .9 °
^ K a z a n tz a k ls ,  R e p o rt, p .  ^5^*
^ K a z a n tz a k ls ,  The O dyssey, Book XV, l i n e s  1172-73# P . VfQ.
^ G e o rg e  W. P o lle y , "R ep ly ,"  Commonweal, XCIV (A p ril  23 , 1971), p .  175. 
^ B le n k in s o p p , Commonweal, XCIII (F eb ruary  26 , 1971), P» 516.
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H adgopoulos a g r e e s ,
The t r u e  su ccess  o f  K azantzakls*  h e ro es  I s  t h a t  th ey  re fu s e  t o  y ie ld  
t o  human power f o r  I t s  own sak e ; th e y  m a in ta in  id e a ls  by w hich th e y  l i v e  
and i f  th e y  f a l l  i n  e s ta b l i s h in g  t h e i r  i d e a l s ,  t h e i r  w orth  a s  h ero es  
l i e s  in  t h e i r  s tru g g le  and s p i r i t u a l  s e l f - a t ta in m e n t ,  n o t in  t h e i r  
d e f e a t  o r  v i c to r y .99
They do n o t y ie ld  to  human power " f o r  i t s  own sake" because th e y  a re  uniform !; 
m o tiv a ted  by t h a t  g r e a t  p a s s io n  which u n d e r l ie s  a l l  l i b e r a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
movements—th e  unquenchable d e s ir e  f o r  freedom . T his s tru g g le  a llo w s th e  
r e le a s e  o f  th e  s p i r i t  from  th e  in n lb i t io n s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  id eo lo g y  and 
r e l i g i o n .  I t  p re s e n ts  I t s e l f  a s  an  unconquerable fo e  o f  th e  te c h n o c r a t ic -  
m a t e r i a l i s t i c  e th o s .  I t  i s  conducive to  an  in v ig o ra t in g  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s ­
p e c t iv e .  The p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g le ,  w h ile  a t  tim es n e c e s s a r i ly  u t i l i z i n g  v io len t 
m eans, le a d s  t o  a  low ering  o f  th e  t o t a l  l e v e l  o f  v io le n c e  in  th e  w orld  throug] 
i t s  aw areness o f  th e  demands o f  b ro th e rh o o d , u n i ty ,  lo v e , and r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  
d iv in e  in  each  man. In  le a d in g  men to  g la d ly  sh o u ld e r th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
o f  freedom  t h i s  q u e s t  i s  i r re v o c a b ly  opposed to  th e  a b d ic a tio n  o f  freedom . 
T h is  q u e s t ,  th ro u g h  i t s  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  th e s e  many r i c h  c r i t e r i a ,  p o in ts  to  
an  e x i t  from  th e  u n iq u e , no v e l dilemma o f  contem porary l i f e  posed  by th e  
c o n f l i c t  betw een th e  determ inism  o f  n e c e s s i ty ,  i . e . ,  S p in o z is t ic  m athem atlzed 
n a tu ra lis m  a n d /o r  H egelian  a b s o lu t iz e d  h ls to r ic is m , and th e  freedom  o f  
co sm o lo g ica l l im i t le s s n e s s ,  i . e . ,  S a r tre a n  m ean ing lessness a n d /o r  Kafkaesque 
a b s u rd i ty .  T h is  e x i t  o f  s tru g g le  tow ard w hich we have been  s t r i v i n g  w ith  
K azan tzak ls  th ro u g h o u t o u r a n a ly s is  i s  a  t r u e r  harm onious t r u t h  c re a te d  in  
myth w hich g iv e s  b i r t h  to  a  h ig h e r  man. I t  i s  o u r l a s t  and m ost im p o rtan t 
co n cern .
^ H a d g o p o u lo s ,  "Odysseus* C h o ice : A Com parison And C o n tr a s t  o f  Works 
By A lb e r t  Camus And N ikos K a za n tz ak ls"  (U n p u b lish ed  Ph .D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ) ,  p .  II
CHAPTER V
A POLITICS OF FREEDOM AND HOPE
I n  C h ap te r IV we a n a ly z e d  K a z a n tz a k ls ' a m b itio u s  en d eav o r t o  r e n d e r  th e  
I n s ig h t s  o f  th e  C re ta n  g la n ce  I n to  a  com prehensive s a v in g  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  
d e c a lo g u e . E v a lu a t iv e  c r i t e r i a  w ere s p e c i f i e d  from  th e  e t h i c a l ,  th e o ­
l o g i c a l ,  a r t i s t i c ,  econom ic, p o l i t i c a l ,  and  p h i lo s o p h ic  e le m e n ts  o f  K a za n t-  
z a k i s '  p r e s c r i p t i v e  th e o ry  w hich  a re  o f  immense p o t e n t i a l  v a lu e  a s  ju d g e ­
m e n ta l s ta n d a rd s  v i s - a - v i s  p o l i t i c s .  We d is c o v e re d  th e  m ost e n d u r in g  c h a r ­
a c t e r i s t i c  o f  K a z a n tz a k ls ' l i f e ,  a r t ,  and  p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry  a s  th e  s t r u g g le  
f o r  freed o m . D u rin g  h i s  l i f e t i m e  K a z a n tz a k ls  was bom barded w ith  p h i l o s ­
o p h ie s ,  r e l i g i o n s ,  and  developm en ts  in im ic a l  t o  m a n 's  freed o m . He was 
r e a r e d  a  C h r i s t i a n  w i th in  a  fa m ily  and  s o c ie ty  who b e l ie v e d  v e ry  s t r o n g ly  
i n  G o d 's  p r o v id e n t i a l  in t e r v e n t io n  i n  h i s t o r y .  Many o f  h i s  c h ild h o o d  n e ig h ­
b o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  r u l e r s  on  C re te  d u r in g  h i s  y o u th  w ere T urks who b e l ie v e d  
s t r o n g ly  i n  Moslem f a t a l i s m .  He was aw are o f  th e  m anner i n  w hich  t e c h ­
n o lo g ic a l  m e c h a n iz a tio n  was s t r u c t u r i n g  m en 's  l i v e s .  He knew a l s o  t h a t  
th e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p ro c e s s  had  a  trem endous e f f e c t  on th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  o n e 's  
l i f e .  Two i n f l u e n t i a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  so u rc e s  w ere S p e n g le r , who a s c r ib e d  t o  
a  scheme o f  c u l t u r a l  d e te rm in ism , and M arx, who a s c r ib e d  t o  a  scheme o f  
econom ic d e te rm in ism . He was c o g n iz a n t o f  th e  m anner i n  w hich  H e g e l 's  
s c i e n t i f i c  h l s t o r i d s m  l in k e d  h i s t o r y ,  n a tu r e ,  and  id e a  i n  a  cosm ic m ind w hich  
com prehended an d  o rd a in e d  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  and  f u t u r e .  He was e q u a l ly  aw are
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o f  th e  m anner i n  w h ich  S p in o z a 's  s c i e n t i f i c  n a tu r a l is m  p o s tu la t e d  man 
a s  a  q u a n t i f i a b l e  v a r i a b le  i n  a  m athem atized  u n iv e r s e  b a se d  on  n e c e s s i t y .  
K a z a n tz a k ls  v a s  v e r s e d  i n  F re u d ia n  th e o r i e s  o f  th e  c u l t u r a l  and  g e n e t ic  
d e te rm in a n ts  o f  l i f e  w hich  r e p la c e d  w i l l  w ith  u n c o n sc io u s  m o t iv a t io n s .
He so u g h t t o  d e l i v e r  man from  th e  i n h i b i t i o n s  o f  th e s e  many form s o f  d e t ­
e r m in i s t i c  n e c e s s i ty  by  o f f e r i n g  a  new l i b e r a t i n g  m y th - id e a l  f o r  modern 
man—th e  " s t r u g g le  f o r  free d o m ."  S eek in g  t o  d e f in e  th e  w o rth  o f  t h i s  
s t r u g g le  i n  v iew  o f  an  i n h i b i t i n g  w o rld , K a z a n tz a k ls  e x p lo re d  th e  q u e s t io n s  
o f  m e ta p h y s ic a l  v e r s u s  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  freedom , u n i t y ,  and  th e  e f f i c a c y  
o f  in d iv id u a l  a c t i o n .  In  t h i s  l a s t  c h a p te r  we s h a l l  a n a ly z e  t h i s  e x p lo r a t io n  
s e e k in g  why K a z a n tz a k ls  does n o t  o f f e r  freedom  qua freedom  a s  a  r e b u t t a l  t o  
"• th e s e  d e te r m in i s t i c  f o r c e s .  I n  d o in g  so  we w i l l  exam ine h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  
freedom  i s  th e  e sse n c e  o f  man an d  h i s  v iew , a s  e x p re s s e d  th ro u g h  h i s  l i t ­
e r a r y  c h a r a c t e r s ,  o f  w hat c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  v a r io u s  l e v e l s  o f  freed o m . F o l­
lo w in g  t h a t  we w i l l  e x p lo re  th ro u g h  th e  O dysseus c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  how K azan t- 
z a k is  came t o  th e  im p o r ta n t r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  man can n o t s u p p o r t  f u l l  freedom . 
K a z a n tz a k ls  p o r t r a y s  O dysseus a s  one who s t r u g g le s  "beyond freedom " r e a l i z i n g  
t h a t  a b s o lu te  freedom  i s  t h a t  m y th ic a l  n o n - e x is te n t ,  a t ta in m e n t  o f  w hich 
w ould be i t s  n e g a t io n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  th ro u g h  a  n e v e r -e n d in g  and n e v e r -  
f u l f i l l e d  q u e s t  f o r  freedom  t h a t  we b o th  c r e a te  o u r  freedom  and  t r a n s c e n d  th e  
hope f o r  freed o m . In  t h i s  e r o t i c  s to ic i s m ,  a s  Jo se p h  F la y  te rm s  i t ,  th e r e  i s  
a  w edding o f  f a t e / n e c e s s i t y  and  freedom  w ith  o n to lo g y , h i s t o r y ,  and  n a tu re  
t o  form  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  r o l e  f o r  man on  a  con tinuum  b e tw een  d e te rm in ism  and 
m e a n in g le s s , a b s o lu te  freed o m . We w i l l  a s s e s s  th e  p e r c e p t iv e n e s s  and  u t i l i t y  oJ 
t h i s  new d e c a lo g u e , i . e . ,  m an 's  e r o t i c  s t r u g g le  i n  h a rn e s s  t o  th e  God-rhythm  
beyond hope and  free d o m  f o r  m odern man i n  t h i s  s e v e n th  decade  o f  th e  tw e n t ie th  
c e n tu r y .
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Freedom : The E ssence  o f  Man
S ta n fo r d  s a y s  o f  The O dyssey , "K az a n tza k ls  h a s  s in g le d  o u t  th e  w ish  
t o  b e  f r e e  a s  th e  dom inan t p a s s io n  o f  h i s  h e r o .  I n  f a c t ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly ,  
h i s  e p ic  i s  an  e x p lo r a t io n  o f  th e  m eaning o f  freedom *"'1’ One w ould n o t 
o v e r s t a t e  K azan tzak ls*  c o n ce rn  w ith  l i b e r t y  i n  s a y in g  t h i s  i s  th e  dom inant 
them e n o t  o n ly  o f  The O dyssey b u t ,  in d e e d , o f  a l l  h i s  w o rk s . T here  a r e  many 
d im en s io n s  t o  K azan tzak ls*  p h ilo so p h y  o f  freedom  w ith  a l l  o f  h i s  m a jo r 
c h a r a c te r s  e x p re s s in g  some e lem en t o f  t h a t  p h ilo s o p h y . T h is  i s  e v id e n t  n o t  
o n ly  in  The O dyssey b u t  i n  th e  C h r i s t  n o v e ls ,  i n  th e  a p t ly  t i t l e d  Freedom  o r  
D eath  and  "The Im m orta l F ree  S p i r i t  o f  M an," a s  w e l l  a s  i n  Z orba  whose c e n t r a l  
th em e, a lo n g  w ith  th e  c l a s h  b e tw een  a c t i o n  and  w r i t i n g ,  i s  th e  c o n t r a s t  o f  a  
f r e e  b e in g  w i th  one who i s  n o t  f r e e .  P e rh ap s  th e  m ost f r u i t f u l  way o f  
a p p ro a ch in g  K azan tzak ls*  co iqprehensive  v iew  o f  freedom  i s  th ro u g h  lo o k in g  a t  
i t s  i n t e r r e l a t e d  p e r s o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and  m e ta p h y s ic a l l e v e l s ,  and exam in ing  
th e  m anner i n  w hich  b o th  K a z a n tz a k ls  and  h i s  c h a r a c te r s  e x p re s s  th e s e  l e v e l s  
o f  freed o m . From t h i s  one i s  th e n  a b le  t o  a n a ly z e  U ly s s e s ' freedom  w h e re in  
p e r s o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and  m e ta p h y s ic a l  freedom  a r e  u n i t e d  an d , p a ra d o x ic a l ly  
en ough , tra n s c e n d e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  s t r u g g le  f o r  freed o m . Of p rim ary  c o n ce rn  
f o r  an  e x p lo r a t io n  o f  K a z a n tz a k ls ' p h ilo so p h y  o f  freedom  i s  h i s  e v a lu a t io n  o f  
th e  d e g re e  t o  w hich  m odern man d o es  o r  d o es  n o t  p e r s e v e re  i n  th e  m ain tenance  
o f  h i s  l i b e r t y .
L ib e r ty  on a  p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  h a s ,  f o r  K a z a n tz a k ls , b o th  p h y s ic a l  and
^•Stanford, The U ly sses  Theme, p . 210.
i n t e l l e c t u a l  d im en sio n s. In  d is c u s s in g  th e  fo rm er K azan tzak ls echoes 
C h r is t ia n  and P la to n ic  te a c h in g s  o f  freedom  from th e  dominance o f  a p p e t i ­
t i v e  p le a s u re s  o f  th e  f l e s h .  W ith P la to ,  K azan tzak ls b e lie v e d  th e  so u l 
m ust r u le  b o th  mind and body f o r  man*s e x is te n c e  to  be t r u l y  f r e e  and j u s t .  
U nlike P la to ,  however, K azan tzak ls , under th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  Buddhism and 
C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  was a t  tim es  wont t o  push  t h i s  view t o  an  a s c e t ic  extrem e o f  e x t ix  
p a t  io n . As a  d ram atic  v e h ic le  f o r  expounding t h i s  view K azan tzak ls u t i l i z e d  
on s e v e ra l  o ccas io n s  an i l l n e s s  known a s  " a s c e t ic s  d is e a s e ."  While in  
V ienna in  1921 K azan tzak ls  met an  a t t r a c t i v e  young woman named F r ie d a  w ith  
whom he made an  assignm ent f o r  h e r  to  spend th e  n e x t n ig h t  w ith  him in  
h i s  q u a r te r s .  Yet when she was t o  come t o  him on t h a t  n ig h t  and o th e r s —a l l  
o f  which were postponed  by K azan tzak ls—K azan tzak ls1 face  became sw ollen  and 
f i l l e d  w ith  y e llo w ish -w h ite  l i q u i d .  Seeking an  e x p la n a tio n  from Wilhelm 
S te k e l ,  th e  le a d in g  F reu d ian  i n  th e  c i t y ,  K azan tzak ls was rem inded o f  s im i la r  
o u tb re a k s  in  th e  s a i n t s '  leg en d s  and to ld ;
Plunged a s  i t  i s  i n  th e  B uddh ist W eltanschauung, your s o u l—o r  r a th e r  
w hat f o r  you goes by th e  name o f  s o u i—b e lie v e s  t h a t  s le e p in g  w ith  a  
woman i s  a  m o rta l s i n .  F or t h a t  re a so n  i t  r e fu s e s  t o  p e rm it i t s  body 
t o  commit t h i s  s i n .  Such s o u ls ,  so u ls  capab le  o f  im posing them selves 
t o  so g r e a t  a  degree on th e  f l e s h ,  a re  r a r e  in  o u r ag e . 2
On le a v in g  Vienna K a z an tza k ls ' fa c e  became h e a le d . In  a  l i k e  m anner, M anollos,
th e  C h r is t  f ig u r e  in  The Greek P a s s io n , c o n ta c ts  a s c e t i c s  d is e a se  when he i s
tem pted  by th e  Immoral widow, nee Mary M agdelene, o f  I y c o v r i s s i ,  y e t  when he
r e s i s t s  th e  te m p ta tio n  t o  succumb to  th e  dominance o f  th e  b o d ily  a p p e t i t e s  h i s
fa c e  becomes h e a le d . K azan tzak ls and Zorba n ev er a t t a in e d  t h i s  freedom  from
th e  se x u a l demands o f  th e  f l e s h  and , a s  D urant In d ic a te d  e a r l i e r ,  th e r e  seemed
2K azan tzak ls , R ep o rt,  p p . 355-56 . Twenty y e a rs  l a t e r  in  th e  m id - l^ O 's  
K azan tzak ls  a g a in  s u f fe re d  an  o u tb re ak  o f  f a c i a l  sk in  d is e a se  which b o th e re d
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l i t t l e  r e g r e t  on e i t h e r 's  p a r t  f o r  t h i s  f a c t .  I t  must be k e p t in  mind 
t h a t  w h ile  K azan tzak ls b e lie v e d  in  th e  s p i r i t  o f  man he d id  n o t r e j e c t  th e  
f l e s h —o n ly  s la v e ry  t o  l u s t s —f o r  K azan tzak ls ' was n o t a  p u r i t a n i c a l  s o u l .
In  f a c t ,  one o f  h i s  c h ie f  com pla in ts  a g a in s t  C h r is t ia n i ty  was t h a t  i t  
" s o i le d  th e  union  o f  man and woman by s t ig m a tiz in g  i t  a s  a  s in .  Whereas 
fo rm erly  i t  was a  ho ly  a c t ,  a  joyous subm ission  to  G od's w i l l ,  i n  th e  C h r is ­
t i a n ' s  te r ro r - s h a k e n  so u l i t  d eg en era ted  in to  a  t r a n s g r e s s io n ."3 K azan tzak ls  
em phasized th e  h ap p in ess  p re s e n t  in  th e  sex u a l jo in in g  o f  c r e a t iv e ,  s e l f ­
a c tu a l iz e d  men and women, b u t  knew t h a t  th e  r e p re s s io n  o f  le g i t im a te  s e x u a l i ty  
b ro u g h t ab o u t by th e  b o u rg eo is  C h r is t ia n  e th ic  m i l i t a te d  a g a in s t  th e  e c s t a t i c  
i n t e g r i t y  o f  th e  sex  a c t .  In  a  l i k e  manner th e  h y p o c r i t ic a l  m o ra liz in g  
in h e re n t  i n  t h a t  i n s l t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  e th ic  c r e a te s ,  a s  N ie tzsch e  p e rc e iv e d , 
p ro found  d e b i l i t a t i n g  Im p lic a tio n s  f o r  m an 's freedom  in  a  r e l a t e d  a s p e c t o f  
th e  p e r s o n a l ,  p h y s ic a l  d im ension o f  l i b e r t y  which re c e iv e d  K azantzakls* 
a t t e n t i o n —m a rria g e . Throughout h i s  l i f e  J e su s  r e s i s t s  m arriage  f o r  t h i s  
would tu r n  him from  h i s  God-chosen p a th .  When, however, he f a i n t s  on th e  
c ro s s  Je su s  c o n fro n ts  in  h i s  im ag in a tio n  th e  " l a s t  tem p ta tio n "  o f  e a r th ly  
d o m e s tic i ty . Hie i s  l e d  by S a ta n 's  a n g e l f i r s t  to  Mary Magdalene and , a f t e r  
she i s  s l a i n  by S a u l, t o  L a z a ru s ' s i s t e r s ,  Mary and M artha. When c a s t ig a te d  
by P au l f o r  abandoning h i s  m iss io n  th ro u g h  becoming husband to  th e  s i s t e r s ,  
J e su s  an sw ers, "Here I  le a d  th e  l i f e  o f  a  man: I  e a t ,  d r in k ,  w ork, and have
c h i ld r e n .  The g r e a t  c o n f la g ra t io n  su b s id ed , I  to o  became a  k in d  o f  t r a n q u i l
him p e r io d ic a l ly  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  a  decade l a t e r .  T h is  was d iagnosed  a s  e i t h e r  
i n f a n t 's  d is e a se  o r  lymphoma and h i s  i l l n e s s  in  th e  1920*s  was m ost p ro b ab ly  
th e  f i r s t  o ccu rren ce  o f  t h i s  d is e a s e  r a th e r  th a n , a s  he b e l ie v e d ,  th e  s o u l 's  
r e j e c t i o n  o f  f l e s h ly  s in .
3I b id . ,  p . 371.
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f i r e s  I  c u r le d  up in  th e  f i r e p l a c e .  . . .  X s e t  s a i l  t o  conquer th e
w orld  b u t  c a s t  anchor in  t h i s  t i n y  dom estic  tro u g h ."  k  L a te r ,  when he
a tte m p ts  to  j u s t i f y  h i s  a c t io n  t o  th e  a p o s t le s ,  Judas sco rn s  him:
your p o s t ,  d e s e r t e r ,  was on th e  c ro s s  and you know i t .  O thers  can  
re c la im  b a r re n  and b a r re n  women. Your d u ty  was t o  mount th e
c ro s s —t h a t ' s  w hat I  say  I You b o a s t  t h a t  you conquered d e a th , Woe i s  
youl I s  t h a t  th e  way t o  conquer d e a th —by making c h i ld re n ,  m outhfu ls 
f o r  Charon! You've tu rn e d  y o u r s e l f  in to  t h i s  m eat m arket and you 
d e l iv e r  him m o rse ls  t o  e a t .  T r a i to r !  D e s e r te r !  Coward! 5
B u t, a s  J e su s  d isc o v e rs  when he wakes on th e  c r o s s ,  h i s  dom estic d e s e r t io n  
e x i s t s  o n ly  in  h i s  su b co n sc io u s . He had n o t d e s e r te d  h i s  p o s t  and abandoned 
th e  s tru g g le  to  l i b e r a t e  God b u t  had f u l f i l l e d  h i s  d u ty ; "A w ild , in d o m itab le  
jo y  to o k  p o s se s s io n  o f  him . . . .  T em ptation  had c a p tu re d  him f o r  a  s p l i t  
second and le d  him a s t r a y .  The jo y s ,  m a rr ia g e s , an d  c h i ld re n  were l i e s  . . • 
i l l u s i o n s  s e n t  by th e  D e v il .  He u t te r e d  a  triu m p h an t c ry :  IT IS ACCOMPLISHED*1
In  The Greek P a ss io n  M anolios i s  a ls o  tem pted  t o  m arry y e t  r e s i s t s  in  o rd e r  th a  
he may be f r e e  to  c a r ry  o u t G od 's m iss io n . K az an tz ak ls ' concern  w ith  th e  
encumberments o f  dom estic l i f e  n o t doubt owes som ething to  N ie tzsch e  b u t  i s  
t r a c e a b le  p r im a r i ly  to  h i s  f i r s t  m a r i ta l  e x p e r ie n c e —a  v e ry  unhappy o n e . Mar­
r ie d  t o  G a le te a  from  1911 t o  1926 K azan tzak ls  s u f fe re d  th e  to rm en t o f  th e  a r t l s
^ K azan tzak ls , The L a s t Tem ptation  o f  C h r is t ,  p .  k f6 .
^ I b id . ,  p .  k91o
^ I b i d . ,  p .  496 . C h ilso n , Though t ,  XLVII (S p rin g  1972), p p . 82- 83 ,  n o te s  
t h a t  "women p la y  a  m ajor r o le  i n  th e  n o v e l. They a re  a  source  o f  te m p ta tio n , 
a lm o st symbols o f  th e  g r e a t  ten x p ta tio n , th e  symbol o f  b o d ily  embrace and 
w ife ly  com panionship i n  G od 's law , a g a in s t  th e  h a rsh  way o f  God a lo n e  and 
th e  symbol o f  th e  C ro ss . The f i n a l  te m p ta tio n  o f  J e su s  i s  to  fo rsa k e  h is  
l i f e  o f  s tru g g le  f o r  th e  l i f e  o f  d o m e s tic i ty .  T h is  i s  th e  g r e a te s t  and most 
e n t i c in g  t h r e a t  t o  th e  g r e a t  Cry o f  th e  I n v i s i b l e . . . .  G od 's s a lv a t io n  
does n o t advance th ro u g h  home-making b u t  th ro u g h  s e t t i n g  o u t from  th e  
home, le a v in g  i t  b eh in d , and fa c in g  th e  unknown and th e  u n c e r ta in .."
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en sn a red  in  dom estic c o n f l i c t ;  " h e r  a t t i t u d e  tow ard him became i r o n i c a l  and 
d e r i s iv e —a s  r e f l e c t e d  in  h e r  n o v e l Men And Supermen. There i s  n o th in g  more 
d e s t r u c t iv e  f o r  a  c r e a t iv e  g en iu s  th a n  to  be m arried  to  a  woman who re g a rd s  
him w ith  a  c r i t i c a l  and mocking e y e ." ?  K azan tzak is l iv e d  w ith  E le n i Samios, 
i . e . ,  H elen K azan tzak is , f o r  some e ig h te e n  y e a rs  p r io r  to  t h e i r  m arriage  in  
19^5 (an  in fo rm a l though l e g a l  ceremony which o cc u rred  on ly  because K azant­
z a k is  ex p e c te d , in c o r r e c t ly  a s  i t  tu rn e d  o u t ,  t o  be s e n t  to  N orth  America 
t o  p le a d  th e  cause o f  r e c o n s tru c t io n  a s  Greek c a b in e t  m in is te r  w ith o u t p o r t ­
f o l i o  and d e s ir e d  to  ta k e  H elen w ith  h im ). T h is second m a rria g e , c h a ra c te r iz e d  
by deep lo v e , u n d e rs ta n d in g , and m utual r e s p e c t ,  m itig a te d  t o  some degree 
K az an tz ak is9 view o f  dom estic enslavem en t, though he nev er t r u l y  l o s t  h i s  
I n i t i a l  f e a r .
The o th e r  d im ension o f  p e rso n a l l i b e r t y ,  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  rea lm , in v o lv ed
s e v e ra l  th in g s  f o r  K azan tzak is  a l l  o f  which flow  from th e  freedom  from th e
"in n er* T u rk s"  o f  ig n o ra n ce . Though K azan tzak is r e je c te d  th e  overarab itious
c la im s o f  in te l l e c tu a l i s m  and s c ie n t i f i c - r a t i o n a l i s m  he r e a l iz e d  t h a t  a
r ig o ro u s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p re p a ra t io n  w as, f o r  th e  g r e a t  m a jo rity  o f  men, a
v i t a l  p r e r e q u is i t e  to  answ ering—and perhaps even t o  fo rm u la tin g —th o se
a g o n iz in g  q u e s tio n s  o f  th e  s p i r i t  which were h i s  a b id in g  co n ce rn . T h is  b e l i e f
was a c te d  upon in  l i f e lo n g  s tu d y  b e g in n in g , a s  we have se en , on Naxos and
C re te , c o n tin u in g  fo rm a lly  from 1902 u n t i l  1906 a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A thens
and from  1907 u n t i l  1909 in  th e  School o f  Law a t  th e  Sorbonne and th e  C ollege
de F ran ce , and in fo rm a lly , t h e r e a f t e r .  As one commentator say s :
In  p re p a ra t io n  f o r  h i s  t a s k ,  K azan tzak is , h i s  race* s d e s tin y  s e r io u s ly
in  m ind, has s tu d ie d  th e  E a s te rn  p h ilo so p h ie s  and r e l ig io n s ,  le a rn in g
th e  o r ig in a l  lan g u ag es , re a d in g  deep ly  in  MOhammedism, Buddhism, Con­
fu c ia n ism , and Taoism , a s  w e ll  a s  th e  Modern W estern p h ilo so p h e rs , A quinas,
^W ilson, Minnesota Review, V III ( 1968) ,  p . 166.
199
K a n t, H eg e l, M arx, N ie tz s c h e ,  and  B erg so n . He h a s  u se d  th e  A n c ie n ts ,  
t h e  r o o t  o f  G reek  th o u g h t ,  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  h i s  own and  h i s  n a t io n s '  
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s y n th e s i s .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  K azan tzak is*  c o l l e c t e d  w ork r e p ­
r e s e n t s  th e  f i n a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  W estern  m an 's  a c t i v e  s e a rc h  f o r  
t r u t h  a s  d i s t in g u is h e d  from  th e  E a s t e r n e r 's  p a s s i v i t y  b e fo re  t r u t h .  I t  
m ust b e  m en tio n ed  t h a t  i n  th e  f i n a l  a n a ly s i s  K a za n tz ak is  d o u b ts  th e  
s a v in g  pow er o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t  o f  man, th ough  he r e a f f i r m s  th e  W estern  
id e a  t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s sa ry  t o  have an  e d u c a te d  and  s e n s i t i v e  mind i n  o rd e r  
t o  com prehend i t s  f i n a l  in ad equacy
From t h i s  r ig o r o u s  and  am azing s e a rc h  f o r  t r u t h  came I n t e l l e c t u a l  l i b e r a t i o n
from  c o m fo rtin g  r e l i g i o u s  fa ls e h o o d s  a s  w e l l  a s  from  s c i e n t i f i c  " p r o o f s ."
W ith K azan tzak is*  c o n t in u a l  s tu d y  and qu=* io n in g  a l s o  came e sc a p e  from
i n e r t i a  and  v e g e ta t iv e  s a t i s f a c t i o n —a s  b ro u g h t on e i t h e r  by  w o rsh ip  o f
m a t e r i a l i s t i c  g o a ls ,  w hich  r e c e iv e d  e la b o r a t io n  ab o v e , o r  by  i n t e l l e c t u a l
and  id e o lo g ic a l  dogm atism  and  i n f l e x i b i l i t y .  A consequence o f  « n  o f  th e
above was K a z a n tz a k is ' b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  l i b e r a t e d  man would
s c o r n ,  l i k e  N ie tz s c h e ,  th e  i n h i b i t i o n s  o f  c o n v e n tio n a l s o c i a l  s t r i c tu r e s - - m o r e s ,
c r e e d s ,  e tc f r-a n d  i t  i s  w ith  t h i s  v iew  t h a t  K a z a n tz a k is  moves o u t  o f  th e
p e r s o n a l  re a lm  o f  freedom  i n t o  th e  p u b l ic  a r e n a .
K a z a n tz a k is ’ p h ilo so p h y  o f  freedom  on th e  p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l  c an  a l s o  be
d is c u s s e d  In  te rm s  o f  p h y s ic a l  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e a lm s . V iew ing th e  l a t t e r ,
K a z a n tz a k is  em phasized  freedom  from  th e  e n s lav em en t o f  id e o lo g y —be i t  o f
l e f t  o r  r i g h t ,  E a s t  o r  W estj
You m ust lo o k  w i th  u n c lo u d ed  eye  (u n c lo u d ed  by  e i t h e r  h a te  o r  lo v e )  upon 
p re s e n t- d a y  r e a l i t y  i n  th e  w o rld  a t  la rge . You m ust ad m it th e  infam y a s  
w e l l  a s  th e  v i r t u e s ,  th e  d a rk  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  l i g h t ,  f o r  h e re  on t h i s  e a r t h  
e v e ry  l i v i n g  t h i n g —human b e in g s  and  id e a s  to o - h a s  a lw ays b e e n  composed 
o f  b o th .  In  a  w o rd , you m ust be  a  f r e e  p e r s o n .  T h is  becom es an  in c r e a s ­
in g ly  d an g ero u s  f e a t  f o r  th e  s p i r i t . °
K a z a n tz a k is  was s u s p e c t  a t  v a r io u s  t im e s  by  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  and  r e l i g i o u s  f a c t io n s
b e c a u se  o f  h i s  r e s o l u t e  e f f o r t  t o  m a in ta in  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  independence  t o
® D oulls, N orthw est Review, VI (W inter 1963) ,  p p . 36-37 
9K azan tzak is , E ngland , p p . 7 -8 .
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c r i t i c i z e  th e  d e f ic ie n c ie s  o f  a l l  s id e s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  spectrum .
W hile th e  Greek Communist co u ld  c a l l  him d e c ad en t, f a s c i s t ,  b o u rg e o is , 
in c u ra b ly  r e l ig io u s ,  and a  warmonger, th e  C hinese Communist co u ld  h a i l  
him a s  an  a p o s tle  o f  p ea ce , th e  Orthodox co u ld  t r y  t o  p ro se c u te  him 
f o r  a th e ism , th e  m o n arch ists  co u ld  see him a s  a  b o lsh e v ik  r a b b le - ro u s e r  
and th e  communist c o n tro l le d  r e s i s ta n c e  movement d u rin g  th e  o ccu p a tio n  
cou ld  r e j e c t  him a s  an ag e n t o f  German i n t e l l i g e n c e .  10
K azan tzak is  was concerned n o t o n ly  w ith  th e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  d im ension o f  p o l i t ­
i c a l  l i b e r t y  b u t  a ls o  w ith  th e  p h y s ic a l  rea lm  o f  p o l i t i c a l  freedom . T h is 
l a t t e r  concern  acc ru ed  from h is  ch ild h o o d  ex p erien ce  u n d er T u rk ish  r o le  on 
C re te .  Freeom o r  D eath i s  a  f i c t i o n a l i z e d  acco u n t o f  t h a t  e x p e rie n ce  which 
em bodies two view s o f  p o l i t i c a l  freedom . F i r s t ,  th e r e  i s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
q u e s t  f o r  l i b e r t y —a c te d  o u t by C ap ta in  M ichales and h i s  fe llo w  freedom  
f ig h t e r s  in  p e r io d ic  u p r is in g s —o f  th row ing  o f f  th e  yoke o f  ty ra n n y  and 
a t t a in in g  s e l f - r u l e .  Secondly , and p erhaps more im p o rta n tly , K azan tzak is 
p r e s e n ts  a n o th e r  view o f  freedom  on t h i s  l e v e l  w hich e x p re sse s  in  p o l i t i c a l  
te rm s a is  b a s ic  o n to lo g ic a l  g round ing , i . e . ,  t h a t  th e  man who has a n  id e a l -  
myth to  b e l ie v e  in  i s  f r e e  even though  ru le d  by o th e r s .  C ap ta in  Mic h a le s  
knows th e  f u t i l i t y  o f  h i s  p o s i t io n  a f t e r  th e  u p r is in g  has been  p u t down and 
o th e r s  have re tu rn e d  to  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  y e t  he f i g h t s  on v a l i a n t ly  under th e  
b an n er "Freedom o r  D eath ."  In  a  s im i la r  v e in ,  Prom etheus p ro c la im s h is  
freedom  even in  h i s  c h a in s  f o r  h i s  so u l so a rs  beyond ty ra n n y . Like V ic to r  
F ra n k l, A lexander S o lz h e n itsy n , and o th e r s  in  t h i s  c e n tu ry , K azan tzak is  
a g re e s  w ith  N ie tzsch e  th a t  "He who has a  why t o  l i v e  can  w ith s ta n d  any how." 
There i s ,  however, no q u ie t1 s t  c o n te n t h e re —e i t h e r  f o r  F ra n k l,  S o lz h e n itsy n , 
o r  K azan tzak is—f o r  th e  "why," th e  g u id in g  b e l i e f  o r  id e a ,  w i l l  i n s p i r e  g re a t  
s o u ls  to  em ulate C ap ta in  Mic h a le s  and never subm it w i l l in g ly  to  any "how"—o f
10B ien , The P o l i t i c s  o f  T w en tie th -C en tu ry  N o v e l is ts , e d .  P an ich as , p .  141.
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ty r a n n y , i n j u s t i c e ,  and  o p p re s s io n .  The n e x t and  h ig h e s t  l e v e l  o f  freedom , 
th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  l e v e l ,  i s  founded  on a  p e r s o n a l  b a s i s  y e t  h a s  im p o r ta n t 
p o l i t i c a l  im p l ic a t io n s .
Z o rb a , K azan tzak is*  m ost b r i l l i a n t  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n ,  i s  an  a t te m p t  t o  
p o r t r a y ,  th ro u g h  th e  p o w e rfu l c o n t r a s t  be tw een  a  f r e e  b e in g , Z o rb a , and an  
u n f r e e  b e in g ,  th e  B o ss , b o th  a  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  and  a  p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  m eta­
p h y s ic a l  freedom —th e  im m o rta l f r e e  s p i r i t  o f  man. T h is  s p i r i t  o n ly  f u l f i l l s  
i t s  freedom  and im m o r ta l i ty  i n s o f a r  a s  man p e r s i s t s  i n  th e  a f f i r m a t io n  o f  l i f e .  
I t  i s  o n ly  th ro u g h  t h i s  a f f i r m a t io n  o f  l i f e  and th e  c o r o l l a r y  v i c to r y  o v e r  
th e  a u th o r i t y  o f  m o r t a l i t y  t h a t  hum anity  i n  i t s  h ig h e s t  sen se  i s  a t t a i n e d .
The s t r u g g le  f o r  freedom  o f  s p i r i t  o v e r  m a t te r  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  K a z a n tz a k is ' 
m e ta p h y s ic a l  l e v e l  o f  freed o m . He e x p re s s e s  i t  t h u s ly ,  " G u i le fu l  m a t te r  h as  
chosen  t h i s  body . . . s lo w ly  to  dampen and e x t in g u is h  th e  f r e e  flam e w hich 
f l i c k e r s  w i th in  m e .”1^  From whence comes th e  im p e tu s  t o  t h i s  dam pening o f  
th e  flam e o f  freed o m , t h i s  d e n i a l  o f  r e a l i t y  and  v i t a l i t y ,  t h i s  s u r re n d e r  
t o  th e  v o id ?  From th e  b a s ic  d u a lism  w hich  h a s  dom ina ted  in  one m anner o r  
a n o th e r  b o th  m an 's  l i f e  and  p h ilo s o p h y —th e  In h e re n t  m in d /r a t io n a lis m  
v e rs u s  b o d y /p a s s io n  make-up o f  man. T h is  d u a lism  i s  o f  p rim ary  im p o rtan ce  
a t  th e  moment, t o  r e c a l l  an  e a r l i e r  c i t a t i o n ,  when we " re a c h  th e  edge o f  
th e  l e a f  . . .  h e a r  th e  n o is e  o f  th e  o th e r  le a v e s  o f  th e  trem endous t r e e ,  
f e e l  th e  sap  r i s i n g  . . .  and  o u r  h e a r t s  s w e l l .  . . .  From t h a t  moment 
b e g in s  . . . "  T h a t moment i s  th e  u l t im a te ,  th e  m ost sh o ck in g , th e  m ost 
a b ra s iv e  o f  o u r  l i v e s ,  and i t  to o  i s  p o s se s s e d  o f  a  d u a lism  a s  i t  can  be 
th e  m ost f u l f i l l i n g ,  b e n e f i c i a l ,  e n r ic h in g ,  and  l i b e r a t i n g  o f  a l l  p o s s ib le  
moments o r  i t  can  b e  th e  m ost f e a r f u l ,  o p p re s s iv e ,  s t e r i l i z i n g ,  and e n s la v in g  
o f  a l l  p o s s ib le  moments. One, a t  t h a t  p o w e rfu l and p o te n t  moment, can  a f f i r m
■^Kazantzakis, Zorba, p . 113•
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h i s  v i t a l ,  v iv id ,  and r i c h ,  f r e e  l i f e  o r  can f a l l  in to  th e  e f f e t e ,  d e v i ta ­
l i z e d  mode o f  e x is te n c e  which i s  th e  p red icam ent t h a t  a r i s e s  from o u r s u r ­
re n d e r in g  to  th e  o p p re ss iv en ess  o f  th e  m etap h y sica l v o id . The m o r ta l i ty  
o f  th e  body, o f  mundane m a te r ia l  e x is te n c e ,  can le a d  man to  two e q u a lly  
e n s la v in g  o u tlo o k s  from w hich he must e sc a p e . B ien r e l a t e s  K azan tzak is ' 
view  t h a t  man m ust " e x t r i c a te  h im se lf  from b o th  hope and f e a r ,  th e  two 
g r e a t  m il ls to n e s  which g r in d  S o c ra t ic  man."12 I t  i s  obvious in  what manner 
f e a r —a r i s in g  from th e  h au n tin g  p resen ce  o f  d e a th —can im m obilize and d e s ­
t r o y  th e  essen ce  o f  e x is te n c e —freedom  and v i t a l i t y .  Camus i s  a n o th e r  who 
found in  t h i s  f e a r  and consequent a b d ic a tio n  o f  freedom  th e  supreme paradox 
o f  th e  contem porary a g e . Camus draws a t t e n t io n  in  th e  tw e n t ie th  century* 
a s  Dostoyevsky d id  i n  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , to  th e  c o n tr a d ic t io n  o f  men— 
t h a t  th e y  s in g  ac co lad es  to  freedom  y e t  a re  u n w illin g  to  b e a r  th e  c o n s ta n t 
te n s io n  which t ru e  freedom  demands. In  The F a l l  Camus r e v e a ls  th rough  
Clemence th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  burden  t h a t  i s  freedom  w ith o u t God, "Ah, mon c h e r , 
f o r  anyone who i s  a lo n e  w ith o u t God and w ith o u t a  m aste r , th e  w eigh t o f  days 
i s  d r e a d fu l ." 13 He d e s c r ib e s  h i s  c o n te a p o ry 's  r e a c t io n  to  t h a t  burden ;
I d i d n 't  know t h a t  freedom  i s  n o t a  rew ard o r  a  d e c o ra t io n , n o r y e t  a  
g i f t  box o f  d a i n t i e s .  . • . Oh, no I I t ' s  a  ch o re , on th e  co n tra ry *  
and a  lo n g  d is ta n c e  r a c e ,  q u i te  s o l i t a r y  and very  e x h a u s tin g . Alone 
in  a  fo rb id d en  room, a lone  in  th e  p r i s o n e r 's  box b e fo re  th e  ju d g e s , 
and a lo n e  to  d ec id e  in  face  o f  o n e s e lf  o r  in  th e  face  o f  o t h e r 's  ju d g e­
m ent. A t th e  end o f  a l l  freedom  i s  a  c o u r t sen ten ce ; t h a t ' s  why 
freedom  i s  to o  heavy to  b e a r .1^
T his b e in g  t r u e  th e n  in  what manner do Camus' men, l i k e  K a z a n tz a k is ',  seek
12B ien , A ntioch  Review, XXV (S p rin g  19&5)* P*
^ A l b e r t  Camus, The F a l l , t r a n s .  J u s t i n  O 'B rie n  (New Y ork: A lf re d
A. K nopf, 1969), P . 133.
^ I b i d . ,  pp . 132-33* O rteg a , The R ev o lt o f  th e  M asses, b e l ie v e s  t h a t  
th ro u g h  i t s  p o r tr a y a l  o f  freedom  a s  f,a  g i f t  box o f  d a in t ie s "  l i b e r a l  democracy
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t o  r e l in q u is h  t h e i r  burden  o f  freedom ? To whom o r  f o r  whom do th e y  look  
f o r  m aste ry ?  Camus a rg u es  t h a t  though God i s  dead much o f  th e  h a rs h e r  
s id e  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  e th ic  hangs on and i t  i s  t h i s  judgem ental m o ra li ty ,  
t h i s  C h ris tism  e th ic  w ith o u t C h r is t ia n  fo rg iv e n e s s , coupled  w ith  th e  f e a r  
o f  m o r ta l i ty ,  t h a t  le a d s  men to  judge t h e i r  f e l lo w s —th a t  le a d s  them to  
" b e lie v e  s o le ly  in  s in ,  n ev er in  g ra c e ."  Men " d o n 't  want freedom  o r  i t s  
judgem ents, th ey  ask  to  be rapped on th e  k n u ck le s , th e y  in v e n t d re a d fu l 
r u l e s ,  th e y  ru sh  o u t to  b u i ld  p i l e s  o f  fa g g o ts  to  re p la c e  c h u r c h e s ." ^
Modem man h a s , f o r  Camus and K azan tzak ls , succumbed to  t h i s  in t r a n s ig e n t  
m o ra li ty ,  th e s e  a b s o lu te  judgem ents and o p p re ss iv e  r u l e / b e l i e f s ,  and b u i l t  
h i s  " p i l e s  o f  fa g g o ts  to  re p la c e  c h u rc h e s ,"  p r im a r i ly  by su rre n d e rin g  to  
id e o lo g ic a l  com forts  th ro u g h  f e a r .  I l lu s o r y  hope can do th e  same th in g .
Hope i s  cap ab le  o f  ch an n e lin g  m en 's l i v e s  in to  f a l s e  and u n f u l f i l l a b l e  
q u e s ts ,  w ith  a  postponem ent o f  l i f e ,  a s  ev in ced  p r im a r i ly  in  th e  hope o f  
o th e r-w o r ld ly  e x is te n c e  w hich can be e n s la v in g . Hope can  le a d ,  t o  quote 
B ien  f u r t h e r ,  " to  o p t im is t ic  i l l u s i o n ,  w hether i t  be th e  f a l s e  optim ism  o f  
W estern c a p i ta l is m  o r  th e  S a lv a tio n is ts  o f  W estern r e l ig io n ,  o r  th e  rom an tic  
dreams o f  n o n - tra g ic  a r t . Even N ie tz sc h e , th e  g r e a t  d e s tro y e r  o f  i l l u s i o n ,
has g iv en  r i s e  t o  mass man. T h is  has o cc u rred  p r e c is e ly  th ro u g h  th e  su ccess  
o f  i t s  "programme," t h a t  b e in g  th e  in v e s t i tu r e  o f  men w ith  r ig h t s  o f  b i r t h -  
r e g a rd le s s  o f  s o c ia l ,  econom ic, o r  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s .  In  O r te g a 's  e l i t i s t  
view w hereas in  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  men w ere—though a d h e ren t t o  th e  n a tu r a l  
r i g h t s  id e a —s t i l l  w i l l in g  to  a llow  th e  p ro p e r q u a l i t a t i v e  m in o rity  to  govern 
a l l  p u b lic  m a tte r ,  in  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry , mass man has come t o  th e  fo re  and 
n o t on ly  demanded th e s e  r ig h t s  in  name b u t  a ls o  in  a c t u a l i t y —h en ce , ( p .  11 ) 
th e  " a c c e s s io n  o f  th e  m asses to  com plete s o c ia l  pow er." The key t o  th e  degen­
e r a t iv e  a s p e c t o f  t h i s  l i e s  in  t h a t  th e se  " n a tu ra l  r ig h t s "  were n o t fo u g h t f o r ,  
n o t  e a rn e d , and th e r e f o r e ,  a re  n o t q u a l i t a t i v e ly  u p h e ld —a p p re c ia te d . The 
h o ld e rs  o f  th e s e  r ig h t s  a re  n o t a b le  enough t o  defend  them and th e r e fo r e  do 
n o t a p p re c ia te  th e  c i v i l i z a t i o n —b o th  h i s t o r i c  and modem—which gave r i s e  to  
t h e i r  r i g h t s .
i^Camus, The F a l l ,  p .  135•
^ B ie n , Antioch Review, XXV (Spring 19&5),
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fa lse h o o d , and hope, succumbed i n  th e  end and b u i l t  h i s  p i l e  o f  fa g g o ts ;
" th e  superman i s  j u s t  a n o th e r  p a r a d is e ,  a n o th e r  m irage to  dece iv e  poor 
u n fo r tu n a te  man and en ab le  him to  endure l i f e  and d e a th . Again crops 
up th e  p r o te s t  a g a in s t  i l l u s i o n ,  a g a in s t  co m fo rtin g  y e t  em ascu la tin g  id e a s  
o r  b e l i e f s  which a re  dangerous t o  m e tap h y sica l freedom . What man must do 
i s  m o b ilize  th e  immense powers and c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  h i s  s p i r i t u a l i t y  and 
combat t h a t  which th r e a te n s  h i s  hum anity . F o r K azan tzak is , j u s t  a s  freedom 
i s  th e  d e te rm in a n t b e l i e f  o f  h i s  p h ilo so p h y , so i t  i s  a ls o  th e  d e te rm in an t 
essen ce  o f  humaness, " I  th in k  o n ly  th o se  peop le  who want to  be f re e  a re  
human." 18
What a re  th e  im p lic a tio n s  and meaning o f  th e  view o f  freedom  espoused  
by K azan tzak is f o r  contem porary man? Does h is  p h ilo so p h y  have any d i r e c t  
re lev an ce  f o r  to d ay ?  We th in k  i t  i s  o f  th e  u tm ost re le v a n c e  and has many 
p refound  contem porary im p l ic a t io n s .  Many o f  th e  problem s to  w hich K azant­
z a k is  ad d ressed  h im se lf  a re  t im e le s s  a s  t e s t i f i e d  to  by th e  a t t e n t io n  devoted  
t o  th e n  by p h ilo so p h e rs  o v er th e  c e n tu r ie s .  The prim ary  im portance o f  K azant­
z a k is ' view f o r  us  comes from  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and 
m e tap h y sica l co n cep ts  o f  freedom  to  th e  e x p e r i e n t i a l  odyssey o f  tw e n tie th  
c en tu ry  man in  h is  U lysses c h a r a c te r iz a t io n .  U lysses i s  K azan tzak is ' most 
im p o rtan t c h a ra c te r  and r e p re s e n ts  th e  cum ulative  accoun t o f  th e  many c o n tra ­
d ic to ry  contem porary them es which ru n  th ro u g h  K azan tzak is ' th o u g h t:
S ince K azan tzak is  b r in g s  t o  b e a r  on h i s  s u b je c t  a  l i f e t im e  o f  s tudy  in  
p h ilo so p h y , an th ro p o lo g y , h i s to r y ,  r e l i g i o n ,  and l i t e r a t u r e ,  th e  r e s u l t  
i s  t h a t  th e  b a s ic  te rm s o f  th e  e x p lo ra t io n  become a  c a ta lo g u e  o f  th e  
c e n t r a l  m o tifs  and dilemmas o f  modern W estern l i t e r a t u r e .  For i t  i s  
h i s  purpose t o  expose Odysseus to  a l l  th e  s t r a i n s  and c o u n te r - s t r a in s
•^K azantzakls, Report, p . 339
l 8K azantzakis, Zorba, p . 151•
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t h a t  b e s e t  modern man, t o  guide him t o  a  re v e la to ry  s y n th e s is  t h a t  can 
g ive  him c l a r i t y  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and u l t im a te  p e ac e , and t o  do t h i s  
w ith o u t d e p r iv in g  him o f  h i s  s ta tu s  a s  m a n . -̂ 9
O dysseus: A H igher T ru th
W hile some may d isp u te  th e  modern s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  K azantzakis* am bitious 
se q u a l to  th e  Homeric e p ic ,  few deny t h a t  i t  " i s  th e  m ost monumental work o f  
K azan tzak is , and h i s  g r e a te s t  ach ievem ent. In  i t  he comes c lo s e s t  to  p r e s e n t i i  
a  u n ife d  w orld  v iew , tra n sc e n d in g  th e  a n t i th e s e s  o f  f l e s h  and s p i r i t ."^0 The 
c r u c ia l  d i f f e r e n c e  in  K azantzakls*  and Homer's U ly sses  i s  freedom . Homer has 
U ly sse6 r e tu r n  from h i s  voyage t o  h i s  w ife  P enelope , h i s  son Telem achus, h is  
f r ie n d s  and s u b je c ts  on I th a c a ,  and w i l l in g ly  t o  subm it to  th e  p la c id i ty  o f  
t h a t  e x is te n c e .  K a zan tzak is , on th e  o th e r  hand, b e g in s  h i s  e p ic  w ith  U ly sse s ' 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  on h i s  r e tu r n  to  I th a c a  and sends him once more in  q.uest o f  
th e  e lu s iv e  in v i s ib le  Cry o f  . . .  freedom , im m o rta lity , t r u th ?  K azantzak is 
b e g in s  The Odyssey w ith  a  paean  to  freedom :
■^George S c o u ffa s , "K azan tzak ls : Odysseus and th e  'Cage o f  F reedom ,'"
A ccen t, XIX (1 9 5 9 ), p .  235.
2°W ilson , M innesota Review, V III  (1968) ,  p .  175. D e ca v e lle s , P o e try ,
XCV (December 1 9 5 ^ ), p .  l f a ,  co n cu rs ; "T h is  modern e p ic  o f  33,333 l i n e s ,  
f i r s t  p u b lish e d  in  th e  o r ig in a l  Greek in  1933 in  A thens, i s  undoubtedly  th e  
g r e a te s t  lo n g  poem o f  o u r  t im e , a  c o lo s s a l  achievem ent in  a r t  and su b s ta n c e .
I t  i s  th e  m ature p ro d u c t o f  K azantzakis*  deep f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  th e  b e s t  in  
w orld  l i t e r a t u r e  and th o u g h t, o f  in te n s e  l i v i n g ,  t r a v e l in g ,  and th in k in g .
The c r e a to r ,  h im se lf  a n o th e r  O dysseus, came t o  know ' t h e  c i t i e s  and minds o f  
many p e o p le , ' and made them h i s  own in  a  p a s s io n a te  re c o rd  o f  wide ex p erien ce  
w hich he has g iv en  m eaning and v a lu e .  I t s  h e re ,  O dysseus, i s  Homeric on ly  
so lo n g  a s  he does n o t c o n f l i c t  w ith  K azantzakis*  own s e l f .  I t  i s  n o t w ith o u t 
s ig n if ic a n c e  t h a t  th e  o ld  A dven tu rer was r e - c r e a te d  once more in  h i s  own 
n a t iv e  la n d , and in  h i s  own to n g u e . Odysseus has  n ev er ceased  to  be th e  
supreme and l a s t i n g  embodiment o f  G reece, i t s  s p i r i t  o f  an  u n f a i l in g  f a i t h  
i n  l i f e  and  freedom , o f  en richm en t and r e b i r t h  th ro u g h  e v e r  new e x p e r ie n c e . 
Y et th e  ran g e  in  w hich Odysseus shapes and f u l f i l l s  h i s  d e s tin y  in  t h i s  new 
poem i s  f a r  w id er th a n  when he gave us h i s  o ld ,  Homeric r e p o r t .  Three thousand 
y e a rs  o f  f u r th e r  p h y s ic a l  and s p i r i t u a l  e x p lo ra t io n  have passed  s in c e  th e n ."
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0 Sian, ny q u ick  c o q u e ttin g  ey e , my r e d -h a ir e d  hound, 
s n i f f  o u t a l l  my q u a r r ie s  t h a t  I  lo v e , g ive them s w if t  ch ase , 
t e l l  me a l l  t h a t  y o u 'v e  seen  on e a r th ,  a l l  t h a t  y o u 'v e  h e a rd , 
and I  s h a l l  p a s s  them th ro u g h  my e n t r a i l s *  s e c r e t  fo rg e  
t i l l  s lo w ly , w ith  profound  c a r e s s e s ,  p la y  and la u g h te r ,  
s to n e s ,  w a te r ,  f i r e  and e a r th  sh a ll, be tra n sfo rm ed  to  s p i r i t ,  
and th e  mud-winged and heavy s o u l,  f re e d  o f  i t s  f l e s h ,  
s h a l l  l i k e  a  flam e seren e  ascend  and fade in  su n ."*
Thus, K azan tzak ls e x p re sse s  h is  b e l i e f  t h a t  man has s e t t l e d  f o r  l e s s  from
l i f e  th a n  i t  has to  o f f e r .  A ctin g  o u t th e  s ta g e s  o u t l in e d  in  The S av io rs
o f  God Odysseus seek s  th e  meaning o f  l i f e  and a r r iv e s  a t  th e  p e rsp e c tiv e
a f fo rd e d  by th e  C re tan  g la n c e —which i s  freedom ;
Odysseus i s  th e  man who has f r e e d  h im se lf  from  e v e ry th in g —r e l ig io n s ,  
p h ilo s o p h ie s ,  p o l i t i c a l  system s—one who has c u t  away » n  th e  s t r i n g s .
He w ants t o  t r y  a l l  form s o f  l i f e ,  f r e e ly  beyond p la n s  and system s, 
k eep ing  th e  th o u g h t o f  d e a th  b e fo re  him a s  a  s t im u la n t ,  n o t  to  makp every  
p le a s u re  more a c r id  and every  ephem eral moment more sh a rp ly  e n jo y ab le  in  
i t s  b r e v i ty ,  b u t  to  w het h is  a p p e t i te s  in  l i f e ,  t o  make them more 
c ap ab le  o f  em bracing and e x h a u s tin g  a l l  th in g s  so t h a t ,  when d e a th  f in a l l y  
came, i t  would f in d  n o th in g  to  ta k e  from him , f o r  i t  would f in d  an 
e n t i r e ly  squandered O dysseus.22
K azan tzak is  d e s c r ib e s  in  Books I  th ro u g h  X II th e  manner i n  which Odysseus
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  1116 O dyssey, "P ro logue" l i n e s  23- 30 ,  p .  1 .  K azan tzak is 
once w rote t o  P re v e la k ls ,  N ikos K azan tzak is  And His Odyssey, p .  63 ; "tty Odyssey 
c o n tin u es  th e  enormous e p ic  o f  th e  w h ite  r a c e —i t e  e p ic  o r  Homer. I t  c lo se s  
a  c i r c l e  l e f t  open f o r  so many c e n tu r ie s .  And i t  c lo s e s  i t  when th e  s t a t e  o f  
th e  w orld  i s  a s to n is h in g ly  l i k e  i t  was in  th e  tw e lth  c en tu ry  B .C ., s h o r t ly  
b e fo re  th e  d e sc e n t o f  th e  D orians and th e  c r e a t io n —a f t e r  a  m iddle ag e—o f  a  
new c i v i l i z a t i o n . "
22K az an tzak is , c i t e d  by F r i a r ,  " In tro d u c t io n ,"  to  K a z a n tz a k is ',  The Odyssey 
p .  x i .  Compare K azan tzak ls ' sen tim en t above, w hich was e s s e n t i a l l y  h i s  g o a l 
i n  l i f e ,  w ith  T h o re au 's  purpose in  l i f e ,  a s  s ta te d  in  Walden, The P o r ta b le  
T horeau, p .  3^3J " I  went t o  th e  woods because  I  w ished to  i i v e  d e l ib e r a te ly  
io  c o n fro n t o n ly  th e  e s s e n t i a l  f a c t s  o f  l i f e ,  and see i f  I  co u ld  le a r n  what 
i t  had to  te a c h ,  and n o t when I  came to  d ie ,  d isc o v e r  t h a t  I  had n o t l i v e d .
I  d id  n o t w ish  to  l i v e  what was n o t l i f e ,  l i v in g  i s  so d e a r ; n o r d id  I  w ish  
t o  p r a c t i s e  r e s ig n a t io n ,  u n le s s  i t  was q u i te  n e c e s sa ry . I  w anted t o  l iv e  
deep and suck  o u t th e  marrow o f  l i f e ,  t o  l i v e  so s tu r d i ly  and S p a r ta n - l ik e  a s  
t o  p u t  t o  ro u t  a l l  t h a t  was n o t l i f e ,  t o  c u t  a  b ro ad  sw ath and shave c lo s e ,  
t o  d r iv e  l i f e  in to  a  c o rn e r , and reduce i t  t o  i t s  lo w es t te rm s ."  A lthough 
T h o reau 's  and K azantzakis*  l i v e s  and p ro se  d i f f e r e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y ,  th e  oneness 
o f  th e  g o a l in  l i f e  o f  th e  p a ro c h ia l  New E nglander immersed in  th e  s tu d y  o f  
n a tu re  who v e n tu red  very  l i t t l e  from h i s  b e lo v ed  Concord woods, and th e  co s -
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b eg in s  h i s  q u e s t f o r  a t t a in in g  th e  u n io n  o f  p e r s o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and
m etap h y sica l freedom —th ro u g h  abandonment o f  w ife  and fa m ily , se x u a l o r g ie s ,
r e v o lu t io n s —in  a  fa sh io n  d is tu r b in g  to  many. One who i s  uneasy concern ing
U lysses* s a ta n ic  re v e lry * s  say s ,
on s e v e ra l  o c c a s io n s , Odysseus* b e s t i a l i t y  and c r u e l ty  c a l l  in  
q u e s tio n  h i s  a u th o r 's  wisdom. G ran ted , O dysseus' i n a b i l i t y  to  r e s t  
from t r a v e l  i s  to  be co n s tru e d  n o t a s  w an d erlu st o r  F a u s tia n  i n s a t i a b i l i t y  
b u t  r a th e r  a s  th e  noble q u e s t  f o r  th e  meaning o f  l i f e  and th e  know­
led g e  o f  how to  l i v e .  F re q u e n tly , however, he lo s e s  s ig h t  o f  h is  e s t i ­
mable g o a ls  and g iv e s  way to  u n e d ify in g  d is p la y s  o f  s a d i s t i c  b lood  
l u s t ,  depraved  se n su a l o r g ie s ,  wanton d is p la y s  o f  h i s  s tr e n g th  and 
c r a f t ,  and s e n s e le s s  v e n tin g s  o f  h i s  w ra th  and in d ig n a tio n  on a l l  and 
su n d ry . He i s  a s  o f te n  man T ran sm o g rified  a s  Man T ra n s f ig u re d . He i s  
unhappy a t  r e s t ,  and s c a rc e ly  more happy in  h i s  r e s t l e s s  w anderings.
In  a d d i t io n ,  lie  i s  th e  cause o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  i f  n o t  d i s q u ie t i tu d e , 
in  o th e r s .  He sows d is c o n te n t  l i k e  a  p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t o r ,  and s t i r s  
up dangerous th o u g h ts  in  m en's minds and fo rb id d en  l u s t s  in  m en's 
h e a r t s .23
K azantzakis* concern  f o r  g r e a t ly  expanded l i b e r t y  and h i s  o r ie n t in g  h is  
ph ilo so p h y  in  Books I  th ro u g h  X II around th e  in d iv id u a l  a s  th e  supreme v a lu e  
i s  seen  to  p ro v e—and i f  one s to p s  a t  t h i s  p o in t  indeed  i t  does p rove—t h a t  
he was an  am oral a n a r c h i s t ,  f o r  an  im p o rtan t a s p e c t o f  th e  a f f i rm a t io n  o f  l i f e  
i s  th e  c a p a b i l i ty  o f  man f o r  b o th  good and e v i l .  When man—i n  h i s  em bracing 
and e x h au s tin g  a l l  th in g s  by Jo in in g  w ith  Zorba and Odysseus in  th e  overcoming; 
o f  th e  v o id  and th e  a b s o lu te  a f f i r m a t io n  o f  l i f e —c a s t s  o f f  th e  phantoms o f  
"Gods, m o th e rlan d s , id e a s ,"  and r i p s  away th e  web o f  s u p e r f i c i a l  s o c io - r e l i -  
g io u s  ag g lo m era tio n s  t h a t  enmesh him to  s ta n d  a s  a  d e f ia n t  g ia n t  mocking th e  
a b y ss , th e n  he has  tra n sc en d e d  th e  e t h i c a l  and s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which 
r e s t r i c t  a c t io n —he i s  f r e e .  How does K azan tzak is  answ er th e  c a p a c ity  f o r  
e v i l  o f  t h i s  g ia n t  in  h i s  a b so lu te  freedom ? While K azan tzak is  reco g n izes  in
m opo litan  w o r ld - t r a v e le r  whose f l i g h t s  o f  b r i l l i a n c e  to o k  him f a r  beyond th e  
r e a l i t y  o f  th e  w orld  o f  th in g s  i s ,  a t  th e  v e ry  l e a s t ,  s t a r t l l n g l y  s im i la r .
23C. n .  S ta v ro u , "Some N otes on Nikos K azan tzak is , Colorado Q u a r te r ly , 
X III  (W inter 19o*0, PP* 32^-25 .
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Zorba t h a t  man i s  b o th  "A g r e a t  b ru te  and a  God,"2  ̂ he does n o t s a t i s f a c t ­
o r i l y  answer th e  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  im p lic a tio n s  o f  h is  ph ilo so p h y  o f  a b so lu te
freedom . In  k eep ing  w ith  th e  o r ie n ta t io n  o f  h i s  p h ilo so p h y , which a t  t h i s
p o in t  i s  concerned  w ith  th e  d iv in e  elem ent o f  th o se  g re a t  so u ls  in  th e  w o rld , 
indeed  he i s  n o t r e q u ire d  to  answ er th e  e t h i c a l  and s o c ia l  im p lic a t io n s .
F o r K azan tzak is9 concep t o f  freedom  i s  p r im a r i ly  an o n to lo g ic a l  one which 
tra n sc e n d s  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e p ts . I t  i s  concerned w ith  th e  b e in g  o f  freedom , 
w ith  th e  p r im o rd ia l  and e t e r n a l  in f in i tu d e  o f  t h a t  freedom . I t  i s  because o f  
t h i s  t h a t  B ien  co u ld  c o r r e c t ly  d e s c r ib e  t h i s  is s u e  o f  K azan tzak is9 f re e in g
th e  b e a s t  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  a n g e l in  mem in  th e  fo llo w in g  manner:
Z orba, th e n  i s  a  u n ion  o f  god and g o a t ,  an  in c a rn a t io n  o f  d isso n a n c e .
And i n  a l l  t h i s  he d i r e c t l y  mimics th e  c o n tra d ic to ry  n a tu re  o f  l i f e  
i t s e l f .  K azan tzak ls  c o n fe sse s  t h a t  he "had nev er seen  such a  f r ie n d ly  
acco rd  betw een a  man and th e  u n iv e r s e ."  S ince  Zorba m irro rs  th e  u n iv e r s e ,  
i n  e x p re s s in g  h im se lf  he e x p re sse s  th e  u n iv e r s a l  w i l l .  T h is  i s  why h is  
o n ly  gu ide  t o  a c t io n  need b e : Do a s  I  p le a s e .  I f  he i s  t r u e  to  h i s  n a tu re
he w i l l  be t r u e  t o  u n iv e r s a l  n a tu r e ,  and th e re fo re  "good ."  He i s ,  in  
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  lan g u ag e , " th e  t h i n g - i n - i t s e l f " : e v e ry th in g  he does i s  
Z orba. "W hatever you d o ,"  K azan tzak is  t e l l s  him , "You can9t  go wrong.
Even i f  you w anted t o ,  you couLdn9t .  Y ou 're  l i k e  a  l i o n ,  s h a l l  we sa y , 
o r  a  w o lf .  T hat k in d  o f  b e a s t  never behaves a s  i f  i t  were a  sheep o r  
a  donkey; i t  i s  n ev er u n tru e  t o  i t s  n a tu r e .  And you, you9r e  Zorba 
t o  th e  t i p s  o f  your f i n g e r s . "^5
The c a p a c ity  f o r  g re a tn e s s  l i e s  in  t h i s  d e f ia n c e  o f  e v i l ;  i n  th e  overcom ing
o f  e v i l .  T h is  i s  man t r u l y  freed .. T h e re fo re , w h ile  th e r e  i s  c e r t a in ly  room
f o r  v a l id  c r i t i c i s m  o f  K azan tzak is9 e x c e s s e s , which c o n s t i tu e  one o f  h is
m ost sev e re  problem s in  th e  a re a  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y , p erhaps such c r i t i c s
ta k e  on ly  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  v iew . By re a d in g  f u r th e r  i n  The Odyssey one g a in s
a  f u l l e r  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  i s s u e ,  f o r  K azan tzak is  q u a l i f i e s  h i s  p o s i t io n  in
such a  manner a s  to  n eg a te  th e  im m ediate and p o l i t i c a l  im port o f  O dysseus9
more u n d e s ira b le  b e h a v io r . Hie has  O dysseus, i n  Books X I I I ,  XIV, and XV,
^ K a za n tza k is , Zorba, p . 2h,
2'’B ien , Antioch Review, XXV (Spring 1965),
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26overcome and su rp a ss  in  N ie tzsch ean  fa s h io n  h i s  b a s e r ,  e v i l  d r iv e s ,  a c c e p t 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and a  more d i s c ip l in e d  l i b e r t y .  Odysseus m atures and le a d s  
h i s  fe llo w s  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  p ro p h e t i n  found ing  th e  id e a l  c i t y .  When t h i s  i s  
coupled  w ith  th e  im portance in  K azantzakis*  m ature th o u g h t o f  th e  co n cep ts  
o f  u n i ty ,  b ro th e rh o o d , and m an 's d u ty , an d  th e  re c o g n it io n  t h a t  a lth o u g h  
K azan tzak is  so u g h t, i . e . ,  in  M arx is t f a s h io n , t o  d e s tro y  outmoded dogmas 
and p o l i t i c a l  fo rm s, he s t i l l  fo u g h t n o t on ly  to  d e s tro y  b u t  to  r e b u i ld ,  
one comes t o  th e  co n c lu s io n  t h a t  i t  " i s  no lo n g e r  p o s s ib le  t o  d ism iss  The 
Odyssey a s  a  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t o t a l  ' freedom* —t h a t  i s ,  o f  im m o rality —a 
k in d  o f  b e la te d  echo o f  S c h i l l e r 's  R obbers.  There i s  som ething f a r  g r e a te r  
a t  s ta k e  h e r e ." 2?  T h is g r e a te r ,  more p ro found  theme u n d e rly in g  O dysseus'
^ S ta v r o u ,  Southw est Review, LVII (W inter 19 7 2 ), p p . 58- 59 ,  e la b o ra te s  
i n  some d e t a i l  on th e  p a r a l l e l s  "between The Odyssey and N ie tz s c h e 's  Thus 
Spake Z a ra th u s tr a ; " In  th e  two works we d is c e rn  many s im i la r  id e a s :  sco rn
f o r  h e rd  m o ra li ty  to g e th e r  w ith  a  com passionate concern  f o r  m an 's d e s tin y ;  
w orsh ip  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  and o f  man a s  s o le  c r e a to r ;  r e d e f in i t io n  o f  n ih i l is m  
a s  t h a t  w hich m i l i t a t e s  a g a in s t  l i f e ;  c e le b r a t io n  o f  c o n f l i c t  a s  a  sp u r to  
h ig h e r  and h ig h e r  form s o f  l i f e .
N ie tz sch e  and K azan tzak ls  p r e f e r r e d  vehement paroxysms o f  Prom ethean 
d e f ia n c e  t o  p a s s iv e  b a b b lin g s  o f  h o p e le ss  a p a th y . They a d ju re d  man to  r e t r i e v e  
from  programmed e le c t r o n ic s  a  p o r t io n  o f  h i s  i n s t i n c t u a l  s p o n ta n e ity .  They 
b eso u g h t man t o  f in d  l i f e ' s  good and m eaning. . . .  They demand t h a t  man m aste r  
h i s  p an ic  Im pulse f o r  o b liv io n  sough t th ro u g h  an escape o u t o f  l i f e  o r  a  
f r e n e t i c  subm ersion i n  l i f e ................................ .... ................................... ...................................
N ie tz sch e  and K azan tzak ls e n v is io n e d  a s  t h e i r  id e a l  a  s o c ie ty  which 
w«uld be th e  v e ry  o p p o s ite  o f  t h a t  in  w hich anonym ity i s  th e  m ost p r iz e d  v i r t u e ,  
n u m erica l s tr e n g th  th e  d e c is iv e  f a c t o r ,  and m a jo r ity  o p in io n  th e  d iv in e  o r a c le .  
. . .  Eoth endeavor to  a id  man who, more o f te n  th a n  n o t ,  re fu s e d  t o  c o o p e ra te . 
Both a re  a t t r a c t e d  t o  a  h e rm it e x is te n c e  amid m ountains and f o r e s t s ,  a lth o u g h  
b o th  d is c la im  th e  la b e l  o f  a s c e t i c .  Both a re  g iv en  to  dream s, v i s io n s ,  and 
p r o g n o s t ic a t io n .  Both see  d e a th  a s  th e  l a s t  a c t  in  th e  in te r lu d e  ca l l e d l i f e  
and conceive  o f  i t  in  term s o f  a  s e a  voyage. Both s o l i lo q u iz e  in te rm in a b ly , 
d is c o u rs e  g a r ru lo u s ly ,  and harangue fo rm id ab ly . Both a s s a i l  q u ie tism , p a s s iv i ty  
and  outw orn co n v e n tio n s . Both r e f e r  t h e i r  catechum ens to  th e  savage sou rce  o f  
l i f e :  t o  th e  D ionysian  fre n z y  o f  th e  dan ce , t o  th e  u n ih ib i te d  la u g h te r  o f  th e
s a r t y r s .  Both Im plore men t o  a t t a i n  t o  s e lf -m a s te ry ,  even t o  th e  conquest o f  
hope and p i t y .  Both c a s t ig a te  th o se  who, th ro u g h  b en ig h ted  m ores, s e l f - d i s t r u s t  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  im potency, o r  r e l ia n c e  on s u p e r t e r r e s t r i a l  Edens, a re  a f r a i d  o f  
l i f e  and hence condemn i t . "
27 w ilso n , Minnesota Review, VIII ( 1968) ,  p . 177.
a d v e n tu re s  I s  t h a t  t o t a l  freedom  I s  I t s  own n e g a tio n .
C o lin  W ilson, who se e s  K azan tzak is  a s  an  " o u ts id e r" - -o n e  t h a t  d e te s t s  
and f e a r s  th e  w il l -d e s t ro y in g  power o f  con ten tm en t—s t a t e s  o u r  th e s i s :
There i s  a  s tra n g e  and ab su rd  paradox  abou t human n a tu re ,  which i s  
ex p ressed  in  F i c h t e 's  comment: 'To be f r e e  i s  n o th in g ; to  become f re e
i s  v e ry  h e a v e n .' In  th e  moment when a  human b e in g  e x p e rie n c e s  freedom , 
in n e r  doors open; he see s  o v er e n d le s s  p la in s ;  h i s  freedom  s t r e tc h e s  
around him l i k e  th e  v a s t  sp aces  o f  a  c a th e d r a l .  But w ith in  days o r  hours 
he has become accustom ed to  freedom ; th e  mind c lo s e s ;  i t  yawns and f a l l s  
a s le e p .  T h is  s le e p  i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  enemy o f  human b e in g s .  The c a th e d ra l  
tu rn s  in to  a  narrow room w ith  a l l  th e  windows c lo s e d . Freedom ce a se s  t o  
be freedom . But how ab su rd ! The freedom  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  j u s t  a s  a  
window i s  s t i l l  th e r e ,  even when you have drawn th e  c u r ta in s  a c ro s s  i t .
T h is  i s  s t i l l  th e  g r e a te s t  problem  o f  modern man, th e  problem  t h a t  
b lo c k s  h i s  e v o lu t io n . . . .  A few m ajor w r i te r s  have re co g n ise d  i t ,  
Indeed—S a r t r e ,  Camus, Thomas Mann—b u t  have d ec id ed  i t  i s  in s o lu b le .
' I t  i s  m ean ing less t h a t  we l i v e  and m ean ing less t h a t  we d i e , '  says S a r t r e ,  
'Man i s  a  u s e le s s  p a s s io n . '
K azan tzak is  i s  th e  on ly  contem porary w r i te r  who saw th e  problem , 
fa ce d  i t ,  and sp e n t h i s  l i f e  f ig h t in g  l i k e  a  demon to  so lv e  i t .  The 
g re a tn e s s  o f  h i s  work l i e s  in  t h i s  demonic q u a l i t y .  I t  i s  a l s o  h e ro ic ;  
K azan tzak is  i s  th e  o n ly  modem w r i t e r  o f  whom one co u ld  use  th e  word 
' Prom ethean. '
O dysseus' Journey  i s  an  ag o n iz in g  p o r t r a y a l  o f  K az a n tz ak is ' e f f o r t  to  so lv e  
t h i s  problem  and p ro v id e  meaning to  human l i f e  w h ile  a t  th e  same tim e p r e ­
se rv in g  freedom . A f te r  h i s  id e a l  c i t y  i s  d e s tro y e d  in  Book XVI th e  q u e s t f o r  
freedom  "dom inates ev ery  s ta g e  o f  O dysseus' p ilg r im a g e . Now h is  c h ie f  concern  
i s  to  se a rc h  h i s  own mind and th e  mind o f  o th e r  freed o m -lo v in g  p e rso n s  f o r  th e  
e ssen ce  o f  l i b e r t y . " 2^ T h is  i s  m ost e v id e n t in  Book XVII (w hich P re v e la k is  
c a l l s  A bso lu te  Freedom^®) where in  h i s  mind Odysseus p la y s  a s  th e  G od-C reator 
o f  l i f e .  He c a l l s  t o  e x is te n c e  an  o ld  k in g , p r in c e ,  s la v e ,  w a r r io r -k in g , 
and m aiden, and th ey  perfo rm  th e  d e s p a ir in g  drama o f  m an 's  e x is te n c e  under h is  
sen ten ce  o f  d e a th .  In  Books XVIII th ro u g h  XXI Odysseus resum es h i s  southw ard
2 8 ib id . ,  p .  l 6 l .
2% ta n fo rd ,  The U lysses Theme, p .  236 .
3 0 p re v e la k is ,  Nikos K azan tzak ls  And H is O dyssey, fo o tn o te  #110, p .  179.
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jo u rn e y  th ro u g h  l i f e ,  m eeting  and r e j e c t in g  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  typeB o f  Buddha,
a  n i h i l i s t ,  Don Q u ix o te , and J e s u s ,  a l l  o f  whom f a l s e ly  p ro c la im  a  unique
escap e  from th e  d e a th  s e n te n c e . He a r r iv e s  a t  a  p o la r  v i l l a g e  in  Book XXII
an d , in  p re p a r in g  to  meet d e a th , r e c a l l s  h i s  e x h a u s tiv e , m uch-experienced
jo u rn ey  th ro u g h  l i f e .  In  th e  co n c lu d in g  Book XXIV h is  fo rm er com panions,
b o th  l i v e  and d ead , jo in  him f o r  th e  f i n a l  re u n io n  a t  th e  moment o f  h i s  d ea th ;
Then F le sh  d is s o lv e d , g la n ce s  co n g ea led , th e  h e a r t 's  p u ls e  s to p p ed , 
and th e  g r e a t  mind l e a p t  to  th e  peak o f  i t s  ho ly  freedom ,
f l u t t e r e d  w ith  empty w ings, th e n  u p r ig h t  th ro u g h  th e  a i r
so a re d  h ig h  and f r e e d  i t s e l f  from i t s  l a s t  c a g e , i t s  freedom.31
There a re  b o th  p o s i t iv e  and n e g a tiv e  le s s o n s  to  be  d e r iv e d  from  t h i s  m agnif­
ic e n t  p ilg r im a g e .
The p o s i t iv e  v a lu e  l i e s  in  th e  dynamic example o f  one who r e j e c t s  every  
f a l s e  hope; who w i l l  n o t succumb t o  th e  v o id  a w a itin g ; who w i l l  n o t a b d ic a te  
h i s  freedom ; who w i l l  n o t exchange h is  l i b e r t y  f o r  any Grand I n q u i s i t o r 's  
m aste ry , m ystery  and m ira c le .  I t  i s  a t  th e  same tim e a  p ro found  e x p lo ra t io n  
by one o f  trem endous le a rn in g  and i n t e l l e c t  o f  th e  m ajor w orld-v iew s confronting 
modern man. Y et, a s  w ith  O dysseus' e x c e sse s  b e fo re  th e  id e a l  c i t y  th e re  i s  
som ething d is tu r b in g  ab o u t th e  e x c e ss iv e n e ss  o f  h i s  a b s o lu te  freedom  in  th e  
l a t t e r  s ta g e s  o f  h is  l i f e .  In  t h i s  e x c e ss iv e n e ss  l i e s  th e  n e g a tiv e  le s s o n  o f  
The Odyssey; " I t  i s  n o t t h a t  K azan tzak is  has  d ared  to o  much in  h is  com plete 
e x p lo ra t io n  o f  th e  meaning o f  freedom , b u t  t h a t ,  in  a  s e n se , he has exposed
th e  s u b je c t  beyond m ost p r o f i t a b le  r e tu rn  in  te rm s o f  m eaning. Odysseus in s is t*
so o b s e s s iv e ly  on freedom  t h a t  i t  becomes c le a n se d  o f  defin ition ." 32 T his
•^ K a za n tza k is , The O dyssey, Book XXIV, l i n e s  1390-94, p .  775 .
32S c o u ffa s , A ccen t, XIX (1 9 5 9 ), p .  246. P re v e la k is  a l s o  p o in ts  o u t 
t h i s  in s i s te n c e  on freedom . Whereas b e fo re  th e  c i t y  was d e s tro y e d  Odysseus 
had ach iev ed  freedom  from p u b lic  o p in io n , s o c ia l  confinem ent, n e c e s s i ty ,
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freedom  w hich Odysseus seeks so r ig o ro u s ly  e v e n tu a lly  r e v e a ls  i t s e l f  a s  
th e  n e g a tio n  o f  i t s e l f ,  a s  n o th in g n e ss , a s  t h a t  which i s  n o t ,  a s  th e  non­
e x i s t e n t ,  a s  non-B eing . One i s  le d  u l t im a te ly  t o  r e a l i z e  on t h i s  d e e p e s t, 
m ost profound le v e l  o f  The Odyssey t h a t  r a th e r  th a n  em ulate Odysseus a f t e r  
Book XVI and n ev er commit o u rse lv e s  we m ust le a r n  from him how to  commit 
o u r s e lv e s :
In  th e  ex p e rie n ce  o f  l i f e  i t s e l f ,  a s  in  th e  a r t  t h a t  re n d e rs  i t ,  freedom  
l i k e  a l l  e l s e  m ust have i t s  m easurem ent. I t  cannot sim ply be a s s e r te d  
a s  an  a b s o lu te .  And t h i s  su g g e s ts  th e  g r e a te s t  iro n y  o f  a l l  in  The 
O dyssey. F r i a r ,  in  h i s  S ynopsis  o f  th e  w ork, to u ch es  on i t  when he 
d e s c r ib e s  O dysseus' d e a th  a s  f r e e in g  h i s  mind from i t s  ' l a s t  cag e , t h a t  
o f  i t s  f re e d o m .' Odysseus has  been  im prisoned  in  an  a b s t r a c t io n  and a
c a te g o ry .”
The t r u e  ro ad  f o r  man l i e s  n e i th e r  in  c o n te n t le s s  s e lf - d e s t r o y in g  a b so lu te  
freedom  nor in  such  dogm atic , foredoomed commitments a s  e x e m p lif ie d  by th e  
t i g h t l y - s t r u c t u r e d  s c ie n t i f i c - n a tu r a l i s m  o f  O dysseus' id e a l  c i t y .  R e a liz in g
a f t e r  Book XVI, N lkos K azan tzak is  And H is O dyssey, p .  106, "Odysseus re b e ls  
a g a in s t  God, a s  i f  God !had broken  !his p ro m ise . The w orld  suddenly  seems 
a b su rd  to  him : 'No m aste r-g o d  e x i s t s ,  n o r  v i r t u e ,  no j u s t  law s, no punishm ent 
i n  H ades, no rew ard  in  Heaven* (XVI, 1 2 k l-k 2 ) . Odysseus c a l l s  t h i s  v o id  
'co m p le te  freedom .*
The w orld  i s  d e s e r te d ,  a b su rd , u n r e a l .  T h is  i s  th e  moment f o r  th e  f re e  
Odysseus to  fa s h io n  a  w orld  o f  h i s  own and to  'p la y * —t o  fa sh io n  and d is s o lv e  
i t :  to  p la y  th e  p a r t  o f  God."
S ta n fo rd , The U ly sses  Theme, p .  236 , a l s o  n o te s  t h i s  o b sse s iv e  demand f o r  
freedom ; a f t e r  th e  c i t y  i s  d e s tro y e d  O dysseus' " c h ie f  t a s k  i s  t o  d i s c ip l in e  
h im se lf  in  th e  way o f  t r u e  l i b e r t y .  B u t, s ig n i f i c a n t ly ,  from b eg in n in g  to  end 
he i s  th e  Lonely One.
The Lonely One: h e re  i s  th e  nem esis o f  a b s o lu te  freedom . K azantzak is 
does n o t f l i n c h  from  i t s  t e r r o r s  (a lth o u g h  he le s s e n s  them a  l i t t l e  f o r  h is  
h e ro  a t  th e  l a s t  by in tro d u c in g  th e  negro boy Q . e . ,  Jesus] in  th e  d e a th  scen e ), 
A bso lu te  freedom  means a b s o lu te  s e p a ra t io n  from  o n e 's  fellow -m en; and each  
d eg ree  o f  freedom  m ust be ach iev ed  by g iv in g  up some elem ent in  s o c ia l  l i f e .  . , 
K azan tzak is  sends h is  h e ro , when he has f re e d  h im se lf  in  tu r n  from  th e  Ego, th e  
R ace, and th e  W orld, to  a  much more d e s o la te  p la c e —to  th e  w astes  o f  p o la r  
i c e .  . . . The Odysseus o f  K azan tzak is  has pu rsued  p e rso n a l l i b e r t y  to  th e  
z e ro -p o in t  o f  th e  e a r t h . "
3 3 sc o u ffa s , A ccen t, XIX (1959)* P* 2h6c
213
t h a t  "Freedom w ith o u t v i r tu e  o r  goodness i s  o f  th e  d e v i l ,  "31* K azan tzak is
knows t h a t  th e  e g o i s t i c  p a th  o f  Odysseus i s  in  many ways a s  p o l i t i c a l l y
u n d e s ira b le  a s  th e  id e o lo g ic a l  p a th s  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  o r  th e  M a rx is ts .
T h e re fo re , in  R e p o rt, in  th e  s e c t io n  "When th e  Germ o f  *The Odyssey* Formed
F r u i t  W ithin  Me," he s a y s ,
The human b e in g  canno t su p p o rt a b so lu te  freedom ; such freedom  le a d s  
him to  ch ao s . I f  i t  were p o s s ib le  f o r  a  man to  he bo rn  w ith  a b so lu te  
freedom , h i s  f i r s t  du ty  i f  he w ished t o  be o f  some use  on e a r th ,  would
be t o  c ircu m sc rib e  t h a t  freedom . Man i s  a b le  t o  b e a r  w orking on ly  in
a  f ix e d  c ircu m sc rib ed  a re n a . I  had t o  subm it to  t h i s  human in c a p a c ity  i f  
I  w ished to  su rp a ss  i t . 35
The c i r c l e  i s  c lo se d  and man goes beyond freedom  t o  come back  to  th e  s tru g g le
tow ard  freedom .
T h is  pow erfu l d i a l e c t i c  o p e ra te s  on o n ly  th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l  o f  e x is te n c e  
once man has p assed  l i k e  Odysseus th ro u g h  th e  s ta g e s  o f  The S a v io rs  o f  God 
and jo in e d  w ith  man, God, and n a tu re  in  th e  cosmogenic s tru g g le  o f  l i f e  on 
e a r t h .  The cosmogenic harmony re v o lv e s  around th e  in s ig h t  t h a t  j u s t  a s  " th e  
h ig h e s t  a r t  i s  p a s s io n  t h a t  i s  c o n tr o l le d ;  o rd e r  in  th e  m id st o f  chaos; 
s e r e n i ty  b o th  i n  jo y  and p a i n , "36 so  in  l i k e  manner, th e  " h ig h e s t  p o l i t i c s "  
l i e s  in  th e  p ro p e r  te n s io n  betw een l i b e r t y  and u n i ty ,  in d iv id u a lism  and 
community, sp o n ta n e ity  and o rd e r ,  change and c o n s ta n c y . N e ith e r  a b so lu te  
freedom  n o r a b s o lu te  n e c e s s i ty  i s  o f fe re d  h e re  b u t  a  corapassionate roadway 
betw een and beyond th e  two which answ ers in  a  p o s i t iv e  manner th e  c e n t r a l  
is s u e s  o f  a n x ie ty ,  a l i e n a t io n ,  and th e  anomic c o n d it io n  o f  o u r t im e . In  
what i s  u n d en iab ly  th e  most p e rc e p tiv e  a n a ly s is  o f  K azantzakls*  th o u g h t 
Joseph  F lay  goes d i r e c t l y  t o  th e  h e a r t  o f  o u r them e- He se e s  th e  o v e r r id in g
^ K a z a n tz a k is ,  The F r a t r i c id e s ,  p .  173- 
35K azan tzak is , R e p o rt, p .  k6$.
3^Kazantzakis, Spain, p . h6.
q u e s tio n  c o n fro n tin g  tw e n tie th  ce n tu ry  W estern c i v i l i z a t i o n  a s  " th e  f a te  
o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  in  a  cosmos w hich i s  seen  a s  G odless and y e t  o v e r­
whelming in  i t s  power o v er th e  in d iv id u a l ." 3^ Compounding th e  d i f f i c u l t y  
o f  a r r iv in g  a t  an  answ er to  t h i s  q u e s tio n  a re  two c o n te s tin g  v iew s: ( l )  The 
in d iv id u a l  i s  o n ly  a  fu n c tio n  o f  a  q u a n t i f ia b le  whole a s  p ro fe s se d  under th e  
im petus o f  th e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  and c y b e rn e tic  re v o lu tio n s ;  (2 )  The 
in d iv id u a l ,  w ith  h i s  d e s i r e s ,  p r o je c t s ,  and hopes, i s  ir re v o c a b ly  s e p a ra te  
from h i s t o r i c a l  n e c e s s i ty .  In  F lay * s view t h i s  c o n f ro n ta tio n  o f  views 
has g iv en  r i s e  to  a  q u e s tio n  o f  meaning "which has l e f t  us w ith  th e  p re s e n t  
e x i s t e n t i a l  them e, a t  once s tr u g g l in g  a g a in s t  b o th  th e  m athem atized u n iv e rse  
and th e  in e x o ra b le n e ss  o f  h i s to r y .  "38 Hegel re so lv e d  t h i s  q u e s tio n  o f  meaning; 
in  fa v o r  o f  h i s t o r i c i t y  by say in g  th e  in d iv id u a l  must s to i c a l l y  subm it to  
h i s t o r i c a l  d e s t in y .  N ie tz sc h e , K ierk eg aard , and Marx each  re so lv e d , in  F la y 's  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  t o  ta k e  th e  o p p o s ite  co u rse  from  Hegel and fo re v e r  f ig h t  
th e  ag o n iz in g  b a t t l e  a g a in s t  t h i s  a b so lu te  n e c e s s i ty .  K azan tzak is a c c e p ts  
and r e j e c t s  b o th  v iew s in  ta k in g  a  t h i r d  c o u rse ; "Beyond b o th  th e  b lan d  
s to ic is m  o f  H egel and th e  a g o n iz in g  e ro t ic is m  o f  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  K azant­
z a k is  f in d s  a  credo  which I  su g g es t m ight b e s t  be d e sc rib e d  a s  * e ro tic  
s to i c i s m . '"3 9  T h is " e r o t i c  s to ic ism "  em bodies K azan tzak is1 h ard  won know­
led g e  t h a t  Spinoza*s and H egel*s in s ig h ts  in to  th e  fo rc e s  o f  n a tu r a l  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  n e c e s s i ty  canno t be w holly  r e je c te d  a s  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  and 
M arx is ts  have done. I t  in c o rp o ra te s  th e  le s s o n  t h a t  th e  en n o b lin g  y e t  f u t i l e  
b a t t l e  a g a in s t  n e c e s s i ty  d o e s , how ever, c a l l  f o r th  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  h ig h e r
0 7
J l Joseph  F la y , "The E r o t ic  S to ic ism  o f  Nikos K a za n tz ak ls ,"  Jo u rn a l o f  
Modem L i t e r a tu r e , I I  (November 1971) ,  p .  29^.
38I b i d . ,  p .  29^ .
39I b id . ,  p . 295 .
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man. T h e re fo re , K azan tzak is  a rg u e s , th e  c o r r e c t  p a th  l i e s  n e i th e r  in  
com ple te ly  a c c e p tin g  n o r com pletely  r e j e c t i n g  n e c e s s i ty  h u t  in  choosing  
how to  h a t t i e  f o r  and w ith  i t  and th e reb y  to  su rp a ss  i t :  " In d e ed ,"
F r ia r  s a y s , " i t  i s  th e  g r e a te s t  g lo ry  o f  man t h a t  he can s e t  h im se lf  h is  
own p u rp o se , and in  t h i s  manner n o t on ly  c o n tro l  b u t  a ls o  d i r e c t  th e  
m y ste rio u s  fo rc e s  which c re a te  him and which m ight one day d e s tro y  him as  
a  s p e c i e s . K a z a n t z a k i s  d is c u s s e s  th e  im portance o f  s e t t i n g  a  purpose 
in  l i f e  which becomes th e  essen ce  o f  l i f e .  This c e n t r a l  p a s s io n  o f  every  
in t e g r a l  man may be lo v e , b e a u ty , knowledge, e t c . .  and " le n d s  u n ity  to  h is  
th o u g h ts  and a c t io n s ;  i t  h e lp s  him f in d  o r  in v e n t th e  cosmic harmony. . . . 
A las f o r  th e  man who does n o t f e e l  h im se lf  governed in s id e  by an  a b so lu te  
m onarch. H is ungoverned , in c o h e re n t l i f e  i s  s c a t te r e d  to  th e  fo u r  w inds."
He r e p o r t s  t o  h i s  " g ra n d fa th e r"  E l  G reco, in  a  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  above 
p a ssa g e , on t h e i r  e sse n c e ;
Our c e n te r ,  g ra n d fa th e r , th e  c e n te r  w hich swept th e  v i s i b l e  w orld  
in to  i t s  w h ir l  and fo u g h t t o  e le v a te  i t  t o  th e  upper l e v e l  o f  v a lo r  and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  was th e  b a t t l e  w ith  God. Which God? The f ie r c e  summit 
o f  m an 's  s o u l ,  th e  summit w hich we a re  c e a s e le s s ly  ab o u t to  a t t a i n  and 
w hich c e a s e le s s ly  jumps to  i t s  f e e t  and clim bs s t i l l  h ig h e r .  'D oes man 
b a t t l e  w ith  God?' some acq u a in tan ce s  asked  me s a r c a s t i c a l l y  one day .
I  answ ered them , 'W ith  whom e ls e  do you e x p e c t him to  b a t t l e ? '  T ru ly , 
w ith  whom e ls e ?
T hat was why th e  whole o f  o u r l i v e s  was an  a s c e n t ,  g ra n d fa th e r—asce  
p r e c ip ic e ,  s o l i tu d e .  We s e t  o u t w ith  many fe llo w  s t r u g g le r s ,  many id e a s ,  
a  g r e a t  e s c o r t .  B ut a s  we ascended and a s  th e  summit s h i f t e d  and became 
more rem ote , fe llo w  s t r u g g le r s ,  id e a s ,  and hopes k e p t b id d in g  u s  fa re w e ll  
o u t o f  b r e a th ,  th e y  were n e i th e r  w i l l in g  n o r a b le  t o  mount h ig h e r .  We 
rem ained  a lo n e , o u r e y es  r iv e te d  upon th e  Moving Monad, th e  s h i f t i n g  sums 
We w ere swayed n e i th e r  by a rro g an ce  n o r  by th e  n a iv e  c e r ta in ty  t h a t  one 
day th e  summit w ould s ta n d  s t i l l  and we would re a c h  i t ;  n o r y e t ,  even i f  
we shou ld  re a c h  i t ,  by th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e r e  on h ig h  we would f in d  h ap p i­
n e s s ,  s a lv a t io n ,  and p a r a d is e .  We ascended because  th e  v e ry  a c t  o f  
ascen d in g  f o r  u s ,  was h a p p in e ss , s a lv a t io n ,  and p a ra d ise
^ °F riar, " Introduction ,"  to  K azantzakis', The Saviors o f  God, pp. 20 -21 .
^ K a za n tza k is , R eport, pp. ^9^-95«
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In  s e t t i n g  o u r p u rp o se , in  n o t o n ly  r e a l i z in g  t h a t  we a re  de term ined  b u t 
choosing  by what we a re  d e term ined—w hich c a p a b i l i ty  o f  ch o ice  i s  a  
d is t in g u is h in g  f e a tu r e  o f  man—we become c o -c re a to r s  o f  o u r f a t e ,  co­
c o n t r o l l e r s  o f  h is to r y  and n a tu r e ,  c o l lo b o ra te r s  w ith  d e s t in y .  We a re  no 
lo n g e r  B e c k e t t 's  and K afk a 's  a p a th e t ic  v ic tim s  o f  im m obiliz ing  f a t e .  By 
" lo v in g  f a te "  in  th e  N ie tzsch ean  sense  we a re  f r e e  and tra n sc e n d  i t s  
t e r r o r s .  Thus, K azan tzak is  co u ld  say c o n s is te n t ly  in  what i s  an  a p p a ren t 
c o n tr a d ic t io n :  "Of my own f r e e  w i l l  I  a c c e p t n e c e s s i ty ;"  an d , "But an
e x a c tin g  so u l . . .  was b o rn  p r e c is e ly  to  d e c la re  war a g a in s t  t h i s  law o f  
n e c e s s i ty ." 1*2 K azan tzak is knows, however, t h a t  u l t im a te ly  we a re  doomed 
t o  d e f e a t  by th e  d e a th  sen ten ce  under w hich we la b o r ,  th e r e f o r e ,  o u rs  i 3 
an ab su rd  e x is te n c e .  T h is  v e ry  a b s u rd i ty ,  r a th e r  th a n  n e g a tin g  th e  im portance 
o f  th e  s t r u g g le ,  enhances i t ;
I  know p e r f e c t ly  w e ll  t h a t  d e a th  i s  in v in c ib le .  M an's w o rth , however, 
l i e s  n o t i n  v ic to r y  b u t  i n  th e  s tru g g le  f o r  v i c to r y .  I  a l s o  know t h i s ,  
w hich i s  more d i f f i c u l t :  i t  does n o t even l i e  i n  th e  s tru g g le  f o r  v ic to ry
M an's w orth  l i e s  in  one th in g  o n ly , in  t h i s :  t h a t  he l i v e  and d ie
b ra v e ly ,  w ith o u t condescending t o  a c c e p t any recom pense. And I  a ls o  
know t h i s  t h i r d  re q u irem e n t, w hich i s  more d i f f i c u l t  y e t :  th e  c e r ta in ty
t h a t  no recompense e x i s t s  must n o t make o u r b lo o d  ru n  c o ld ,  b u t m ust f i l l  
us w ith  jo y ,  p r id e ,  and manly c o u r a g e . 4 '’
T h is  d i f f i c u l t  p ro c e ss  o f  s e l f - s a lv a t io n  i s  never e a s y , n ev er co m fo rtab le ,
b u t  alw ays u n d e r lin e d  w ith  s t r i f e ,  s u f f e r in g ,  and d e f e a t s .  I t  i s  couched in
d e s p a ir ;
Only beyond a b so lu te  d e s p a ir  i s  th e  door o f  a b so lu te  hope fo u n d . A las 
t o  t h a t  man who canno t mount th e  f i n a l  d re a d fu l  s te p  w hich r i s e s  above 
a b s o lu te  d e s p a ir ;  such a  man i s  n e c e s s a r i ly  in c u ra b ly  d e s p a ir in g .  Only 
t h a t  o th e r  man who can mount t h a t  s te p  can know what i s  meant by im preg­
n ab le  jo y  and im m o rta li ty .4-̂
**2I b id . ,  pp. h2 3  & I+36 r e s p e c t iv e ly .
**3I b id . ,  p.  kd2 .
^ K a za n tza k is , c ite d  by F r ia r , "Introduction ,"  to  K azantzakis*, The
Odyssey, p . x x i .
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T h is  i s  ren d e red  im p o ssib le  f o r  th o se  weak in  th e  s p i r i t  a t t r a c t e d  to  l e s s e r ,
m a t e r i a l i s t i c  g o a ls .  K azan tzak is  would say  to  d e s p a ir in g  tw e n tie th  cen tu ry
man t h a t  he m ust w reak a  rep lacem ent o f  th e  C a r te s ia n  g o g ito  to  " I  s t r i v e
th e r e fo r e  I  am." He m ust s t r i v e  knowing th e  d e f in i t iv e n e s s  o f  e v e n tu a l
d e f e a t ;  s t r i v e  w ith in  th e  p a ram ete rs  o f  human u n i ty ,  v i r t u e ,  r e c ip r o c i ty ;
s t r i v e  f o r  th e  h ig h e r  e x is te n c e  beyond hope and freedom —t h i s  i s  Kazantzakis®
s o lu t io n  to  th e  a n x ie ty ,  m ean in g le ssn ess , anom ie, id e o lo g ic a l  dogna, and atom ic
t e r r o r  o f  modern l i f e .^5 F lay  concludes o f  t h i s  s o lu t io n ,
N othing i s  g u a ra n te e d , n o th in g  i s  c e r t a in ,  n e i th e r  v ic to ry  n o r d e f e a t!
We m ust a c c e p t and f i g h t  f a t e  w ith  a l l  o u r en erg y , n o t in  o rd e r  to  subdue 
i t ,  b u t  because i t  i s  o u r f a t e  and o u r d e s tin y  and a  w orthy opponent.
And we m ust a c c e p t th e  t r u t h  t h a t  we canno t fo rc e  o u r e ro t ic is m  on 
o th e r s ,  b u t  t h a t  th e y  th em selv es m ust e i t h e r  make t h a t  a c t  o f  w i l l  which 
u n le a sh e s  i t ,  o r  rem ain submerged i n  t h e i r  f a n ta s ie s  azid t h e i r  r e p re s s io n .  
We m ust h e a r  th e  c ry  o f  mankind f o r  s a l t a t i o n ,  b u t  m ust n o t save them by 
g iv in g  them f a l s e  hopes f o r  c e r t a in ty .^ 6
As p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i s t s  lo o k  back  upon K azantzakis*  l i f e  and tho u g h t th ey  
w i l l  f in d ,  in  a d d i t io n  t o  h i s  In te n se  concern  w ith  freedom , a  more s u b tle  and 
in  many ways e q u a lly  p e rv a s iv e  id e a  w hich seems to  s tan d  o u t and dom inate n i l  
o th e r s .  T h is  i s  K azantzakis*  p ro found  re c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  ir re v o c a b le  t i e  
betw een hope and p o l i t i c s .  K azantzakis*  p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t i s  a  s t in g in g  
r e b u t t a l  t o  th e  f a l s e ,  id e o lo g ic a l  o f f e r in g s  o f  i l lu s o r y  "hope f o r  c e r ta in ty "  
o f  r i g h t  and l e f t .  He o f f e r s  an  im p o rta n t, a f f i r m a t iv e ,  a f f e c t io n a te ,  and 
s tim u la t in g  p o l i t i c s  f o r  th e  s p i r i t  o f  hope and freedom .
^5"Man m u st,"  say s  S ta v ro u , Southw est Review, LVII (W inter 19 7 2 ), p .  58* 
"assume th e  e n t i r e  onus o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and freedom ; lie must h e f t  h i s  S is s y -  
phean ro ck  and tru d g e  up th e  h i l l ,  b rac ed  by th e  knowledge t h a t  human s tru g g le  
can on ly  end in  p r o v is io n a l  v i c t o r i e s  w hich w i l l  c e a s e le s s ly  be c a l l e d  in to  
q u e s t io n .  Having p o s i te d  l i f e ' s  p a te n t  a b s u rd ity  and f o r t u i t y ,  man must th e n  
embrace them a s  th e  d e s tin y  he n e i th e r  can  n o r w ishes to  p r o p ia te ."
^ F l a y ,  Jo u rn a l o f  Modern L i t e r a tu r e ,  I I  (November 1971)* p .  301 .
P o l i t i c a l  Theory and the Hope o f  the Present
The im p lic a tio n s  o f  hope and d e s p a ir  has long  been d eb a ted  v i s - a - v i s  
p o l i t i c s  by p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i s t s .  M a ch iav e lli once id e n t i f i e d  a  m ajor e r ro r  
o f  men as n o t knowing how and when to  l im i t  t h e i r  hopes. K azantzak is b e lie v e d  
hope i s  ex tem ely  r e le v a n t  to  p o l i t i c s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  f o r  W estern man, 
p r im a r i ly  because o f  th e  manner in  which th e  two c e n t r a l  themes o f W estern 
c u l tu r e —s c i e n t i f i c  r a t io n a lis m  and C h r i s t i a n i ty —have in flu e n c e d  bo th  hope 
and p o l i t i c s . ^7 P roceed ing  on t h i s  b e l i e f  as an a n a ly t ic a l  approach to  th e  
s tu d y  o f  contem porary p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t in  th e  West one a r r iv e s  a t  a  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  "ang le  o f  v i s io n ” : "each t h e o r i s t  has viewed th e  problem  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
p h ilo so p h y  from a  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e .  . . . This su g g es ts  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  
p h ilo so p h y  c o n s t i tu te s  a  form  o f  's e e in g ' p o l i t i c a l  phenomena and th a t  th e  way 
in  which a  phenomena w i l l  be v i s u a l iz e d  depends in  la rg e  m easure on where th e  
v iew er S tands.*  S tand ing  in  th e  m idst o f  th e  co m p lex itie s  and a p p a ra n tly  
in s o lu b le  id e o lo g ic a l  c o n tra d ic t io n s  o f  l a t e  n in e te e n th  and tw e n tie th  c en tu ry  
p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t as one u n ra v e ls  and d is t in g u is h e s  th e  i n t r i c a t e  and s h i f t in g  
m orass o f  modern p o l i t i c s  he f in d s  b i r t h ,  id e o lo g ic a l ly  sp eak in g , in  th e  
im p o rtan t c ru c ib le  o f  th e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c en tu ry —d u rin g  th e  
tim e o f  K azantzakis*  b i r t h .  M idw ifery d u t ie s  were done by th e  c e n t r a l  and
^7On t h i s  p o in t  see  above pp . 32-3* 72-3* 102-05* 111-12, 202-0k, 8s 213-17*
^ S h e ld o n  S. W olin, P o l i t i c s  and V is io n : C o n tin u ity  and In n o v a tio n  in
W estern  P o l i t i c a l  Thought (B oston: L i t t l e ,  Brown and C o ., I960)* P* 17*
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unique p la c e  in  m en's l i v e s  o f  hope and d e s p a ir  occasioned  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c ­
u l a r  ju n c tu re  in  th e  West by b o th  th e  in c re a s in g  im petus o f  s c ie n tic is m  and 
th e  a c c e le r a t in g  lo s s  o f  f a i t h .  V aluable in s ig h t  in to  t h i s  r e la t io n s h ip  
o f  hope and d e s p a ir  and contem porary w orld  p o l i t i c s  i s  a f fo rd e d  by K azant- 
z a k i s ' p e r s p e c t iv e .  T h is i s  due to  h is  c re a t iv e n e s s  and i n t e g r i t y .  I t  i s  
a ls o  due to  h i s  independence f o r  a s  one a n a ly s t  has  rem arked; "An i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l  p o s i t io n  independent b o th  o f  th e  S o v ie t c reed  and o f  th e  c o n v en tio n a l 
assum ptions dom inant in  W estern s o c ie ty ,  can . . .  p o in t  beyond accep ted  
th o u g h t p a t te r n s  to  a  new s y n th e s i s ."^9 I f  we a re  to  b e t t e r  th e  anx ious l o t  
o f  man we m ust p o in t  beyond th e  accep ted  th o u g h t p a t te r n s  which have m ired 
o u r age in  id e o lo g ic a l  co n fu s io n . W olin, in  h is  immensly im p o rtan t work, 
a s s ig n s  to  p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry  th e  t a s k  o f  p o in t in g  th e  way o u t f o r  man from 
h is  d e s p a ir  and h o p e le ssn e ss :
p o l i t i c a l  th eo ry  m ust once a g a in  be view ed a s  t h a t  form o f  knowledge 
which d e a ls  w ith  what i s  g e n e ra l and in te g r a t iv e  to  man, a  l i f e  o f  
common in v o lvem en ts. The urgency o f  th e se  ta s k s  i s  o b v io u s, f o r  human 
e x is te n c e  i s  n o t going to  be d ec id ed  a t  th e  l e s s e r  l e v e l  o f  sm all 
a s s o c ia t io n s :  i t  i s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  o rd e r  t h a t  i s  making f a t e f u l  d e c is io n s
ab o u t m an 's s u rv iv a l  in  an  age haunted  by th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u n lim ite d  
d e s t r u c t io n .50
Only th ro u g h  com passionate , i n t e l l i g e n t  use o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  ph ilosophy  w hich
draws from a l l  f r u i t f u l  a re a s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  in q u iry  and , l i k e  K jazantzakis, "heai
m ankind 's c ry  fo r  s a lv a t io n  b u t  does n o t save them by g iv in g  f a l s e  hopes f o r
c e r ta in ty "  can an e x i t  be found.
Bertrand Russell has captured in his inimitable way this tragic, hopeless
essen ce  o f  th e  contem porary p red icam ent:
That man i s  th e  p ro d u c t o f  causes w hich had no p ro v is io n  o f  th e  end th ey  
were a c h ie v in g ; t h a t  h i s  o r ig in ,  h is  grow th, h is  hopes and f e a r s ,  h i s
^ G e o rg e  L ich theim , The Concept o f  Ideology and O ther Essays (New York: 
Random House, In c . ,  19^7 )> P • 57*
50w olin , P o l i t i c s  And V is io n , p . 43U.
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lo v e s ,  and h i s  b e l i e f s ,  a re  b u t  th e  outcome o f  a c c id e n ta l  c o l lo c a t io n s  
o f  atom s; t h a t  no f i r e ,  no hero ism , no in te n s i ty  o f  th o u g h t and f e e l in g ,  
can p re se rv e  an  in d iv id u a l  l i f e  beyond th e  g rave; t h a t  a l l  th e  la b o rs  o f  
th e  a g e s , a l l  th e  d e v o tio n , a l l  th e  in s p i r a t io n ,  a l l  th e  noon-day b r ig h t ­
n e ss  o f  human g e n iu s , a re  d e s tin e d  to  e x t in c t io n  in  th e  v a s t  d ea th  o f  th e  
s o la r  system , and t h a t  th e  whole tem ple o f  m an's achievem ents must 
in e v i ta b ly  be b u r ie d  b en ea th  th e  d e b r is  o f  a  u n iv e rse  in  r u in s —a n  th e se  
th in g s ,  i f  n o t q u i te  beyond d is p u te ,  a re  y e t  so n e a r ly  c e r ta in ,  t h a t  no 
p h ilo so p h y  which r e j e c t s  them can hope to  s ta n d . Only w ith in  th e  s c a f ­
fo ld in g  o f  th e se  t r u t h s ,  on ly  on th e  f irm  fo u n d a tio n  o f  u n y ie ld in g  d e s p a ir ,  
can  th e  s o u l 's  h a b i ta t io n  be s a fe ly  b u i l t . 51
Both E a s t and West have so u g h t, f o r  v a r io u s  re a so n s , to  escape th e  s t r i c t u r e s
o f  th e se  b a s ic  t r u th s  and th u s  have n o t b u i l t  on a  f irm  fo u n d a tio n . R a th e r,
th e y  have eroded  th e  c r e a t iv e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  w ith in  R u s s e l l 's  a p t a n a ly s is
and now f in d  t h a t  n o t on ly  no p h ilo so p h y  b u t a ls o  no p o l i t i c a l  system  which
n e g le c ts  t h a t  assessm en t "can hope to  s ta n d ."  T h e ir  ev as io n  has ta k e n  two
main fo rm s. One i s  th ro u g h  a tte m p ts  t o  re p la c e  t e le o lo g ic a l  p u rp o se le ssn ess
w ith  new a r t i f i c i a l ,  homogeneous e th ic a l-m o ra l  system s w hich, to  r e c a l l  F la y 's
comment, s t r i v e  to  " fo rc e  t h e i r  e ro t ic is m  on o th e r s ."  T his has r e s u l te d  in
a  h o r r i f y in g  new p o l i t i c a l  form — to ta l i t a r i a n i s m .  A nother, more s u b tle  ev asio n
ev in ced  in  th e  se ren e  o v e rlo o k in g  o f  th e  r e a l i t y  R u s se ll  speaks o f  i s  due to
a  m isguided f a i t h - b e l l e f  in  com atose, outmoded id e a ls  and p r o g r e s s iv i s t i c
i l lu s io n is m . T h is  i s  most e v id e n t in  e m p ir ic a l  dem ocracy. Both o f  th e se
embody th e  f a t a l  s in ,  in  te rm s o f  K azantzakis* p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t, o f  abandoning
th e  s t r u g g le .  Speaking f o r  a  wide segment o f  hum anity w ith in  th e  U nited  S ta te s
James Baldwin w r i te s  to  h i s  nephew, "You know, and I  know, t h a t  th e  coun try
i s  c e le b r a t in g  one hundred y e a rs  o f  freedom  one hundred y e a rs  to o  soon . We
canno t be f r e e  u n t i l  th e y  a re  f r e e . "52 They have le a rn e d  a s  we a n  must
le a r n  th e  r ig h tn e s s  o f  K h zan tzak is ' in s ig h t  t h a t  "none a re  saved u n t i l  a l l
a re  saved . . . none a re  f r e e  u n t i l  a l l  a re  f r e e . "  T his sen tim en t i s
B e rtra n d  R u s s e l l ,  c i t e d  by L io n e l R u b in o ff, The Pornography o f  Power 
(New York: B a lla n t in e  Books, 1967) ,  p .  95°
52 James Baldw in, The F ire  Next Time (New York: D ia l P re s s , 1963) ,  p . 2^ .
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particularly apt as we approach 1976 and the grandiose rites planned by those 
in the satisfaction of power to glorify two hundred years of "freedom." What 
is this freedom to the poor, the illiterate, the powerless, the unspoken for, 
the ones left behind by the mad onrushing, uncaring directionless "progress" 
of our technological society. Existence is for these many segments of the 
citizenry of the supposedly more enlightened, liberated West, as well as for 
many people of the authoritarian East, truly bitter.
In this oppression, bitter isolation, and hopelessness there is a 
fusion of results of both rational empirical-democracy and totalitarianism.
The bankruptcy of both theories for modern man is brought about by the 
ethical hiatus implicit in both, by the arbitrary basis for policy, by the 
failure of both to address themselves to the "essence" of man— to his liber­
ated humaneness, and by the failure to build on the firm foundation of 
unyielding despair. It is in endeavoring to rectify these mistakes and to 
inculcate some common humanitarian values into a political ethic that Kazant­
zakis' political philosophy is valuable. His humanism and brilliance have 
become beacons for some in this era of awakening to the dangers of technocratic 
society and to the possibilities of man for great good and great evil. His 
counsel to confront and thereby to surpass the inhibitions of mortality is 
extremely relevant in this nuclear age when we live with the fearful capability 
of self-destruction. His concern with individual greatness through self- 
realization, his attack on ideological heresies of left and right, East and 
West, and his strong support of the demands of love, unity, will, and brother­
hood, are extremely necessary in this fratricidal era with its racial, national, 
ideological, economic, and religious, Vietnams, Middle Easts, and Irelands.
The s tren g th , co n s is ten cy , and in te g r ity  w ith  which Kazantzakis s ta te d  h is
themes have placed him in the forefront of those who have attested, like 
his hallowed precursor saviors, to carve a new riverbed of the spirit 
leading out of the transitional age. The forcefulness and uncompromising 
tone of Kazantzakis* explication of his beliefs is why Kazantzakis offers 
a basis for a politics beyond illusory scientific faith, destructive 
nihilistic despair, and ideology— hope for the future. In his politics 
of struggle there is an operational ethic, a meaningful morality, an 
answer for modem man. It is not merely a beautiful and haunting abstraction, 
a powerful literary delusion as bankrupt in an empirical sense as so many 
other proposals have proven to be.
Kazantzakis' heroic "cry" is enjoying ever-increasing attention, partic­
ularly among young people .53 Many are today seeking freedom and hope in 
Kazantzakis* terms— new levels of consciousness, of salvation, of deliverance. 
"His popularity and staying power is exhibiting greater potential than that of 
many of his contemporaries. Kazantzakis' thought on theology, literature, 
etc., are coming under increasing scrutiny and he is gaining recognition as 
one of the seminal figures of the twentieth century. We believe that Kazant­
zakis, who is primarily a literatist, will be increasingly viewed from the 
angle of political philosophy. There are many Justifications for this belief
53K azantzakls* ap p e a l to  th e  young, f o r  whom in  a  la rg e  m easure he w ro te , 
i s  reco g n ized  by a  number o f  o b se rv e rs :
B lenk insopp , Commonweal, XCIII (F eb ruary  26 , 1971), p .  51^; " I t  no lo n g e r  
o cc a s io n s  s u rp r is e  on American campuses t o  h e a r  s tu d e n ts ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e o lo g ic t 
s tu d e n ts ,  speak o f  p ra y e r  a s  r e p o r t in g  ( to  whom i s  n o t alw ays c l e a r ) ,  o r  o f  
b e in g  saved from  s a lv a t io n  o r  go ing  beyond hope and f e a r .  The Ecum enical 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chicago has even modeled i t s  cu rricu lu m  on in s ig h ts  t r a c e a b le  to  
The S av io rs  o f  God, R eport To Greco and , y e s ,  Zorba. W ith th e  d lo n y s ian  
th e o lo g ia n s  now in  tHe sad d le  and r id in g  h a rd , f t  i s  s a fe  to  p r e d ic t  t h a t  h is  
in f lu e n c e  w i l l  co n tin u e  to  be f e l t .  And t h i s  m ight appear to  c a l l  f o r  an 
e x p la n a tio n  s in c e  K azan tzak is , who n ev er v i s i t e d  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  speaks 
o u t o f  an ex p erien ce  and in  an  idiom  q u i te  fo re ig n  even to  a  g e n e ra tio n  o f  
Am ericans n o u rish ed  on M arcuse, Brown, W atts , and th e  r e s t . "
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th re e  o f  th e  most im p o rtan t b e in g  th e  n a tu re  o f  h is  im ag in a tiv e  g e n iu s , th e  
n a tu re  o f  th e  t im e s , and th e  n a tu re  o f  h is  in fu s io n  o f  E a s te rn  th o u g h t in to  
th e  W est. On th e  f i r s t  p o in t ,  one commentator on th e  r e l a t io n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  
and s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  th eo ry  con tends t h a t  th e  concern  w ith  an in d iv id u a l  c r e a t e  
co n sc io u sn ess  su g g ests  a  " l in k  betw een s o c ia l  th o u g h t and l i t e r a t u r e :  *con­
sc io u sn e s s , * • c o n s t r u c t io n '—th e  f a b r ic a t io n  o f  a  p e rso n a l w orld  in  which th e  
in d iv id u a l  s e l f  can f in d  e x is te n c e  b e a ra b le —th e s e  a re  th e  key te rm s th a t  
s o c ia l  th e o ry  and im ag in a tiv e  l i t e r a t u r e  h o ld  in  common."5 4 These a re  a ls o  
th e  term s t h a t  c h a ra c te r iz e  th e  n a tu re  o f  K azan tzak is '  g en ius and th u s  re n d e r  
h is  im ag in a tiv e  l i t e r a t u r e  p e r t in e n t  to  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry . The same 
in d iv id u a l ,  in  commenting on th e  tu r n  o f  th e  im m ediate pre-W orld  War I  n o v e lis l  
t o  p o l i t i c a l  them es, e x p la in s ;  th e y  were " l iv in g  under h igh  te n s io n  . . .  
s t r i v in g  to  h o ld  to g e th e r  th e  c o n tr a d ic t io n s  t h a t  were te a r in g  them asunder • . 
l i v in g  in  h i s t o r i c a l  c ircu m stan ces  in  which a l l  f ix e d  norms were la c k in g : 
th e  o ld  e th ic  had c o lla p se d —and i t  was f a r  from c le a r  where th e  new one was 
to  be fo u n d ."  55 A gain , an  a p t  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  K azan tzak is , th e  n a tu re  o f  h is  
t im e s , h i s  th o u g h t, h i s  co m p lex ity , and an  e q u a lly  v a l id  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  our 
c h a o tic  t im e . K azan tzak is i s  a  t r u e  su c ce sso r  to  G ids, Mann, H esse, e t c . ,  in
W ilson , M innesota Review. V III  (1968) ,  p .  179; " I  have spend a  g re a t  d e a l  
o f  tim e le c tu r in g  a t  American u n iv e r s i t i e s  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  and I  have d isco v e i 
t h a t  K azan tzak is  i s  a  c u l t  w ith  a  c e r t a in  ty p e  o f  h ig h ly  i n t e l l i g e n t  s tu d e n t .  
Almost w ith o u t e x c e p tio n , someone a sk s  me: 'Do you know th e  work o f  K azantzaki
There i s  good reaso n  f o r  t h i s ,  and i t  i s  th e  d i r e c t  outcome o f  K azan tzak is ' 
p e c u l ia r  g re a tn e s s ."
C h ilso n , Thought, XLVII (S p rin g  19 7 2 ), p .  69 ; " In  th e  l a s t  few y e a rs ,  
N ikos K azan tzak is has rem ained one o f  th e  most p o p u la r  a u th o rs , p a r t i c u la r ly  
among young c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts ."
5^Hughes, Consciousness And S o c ie ty , p . 365.
5 5 ib id ., p . 364.
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embodying th e  moving c r e a t iv e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  l i t e r a t i s t  in vo lved  in  so c io ­
p o l i t i c a l  themes and o f f e r s  much su sten an ce  f o r  our ag e . In  re g a rd  to  th e  
l a s t  p o in t ,  th e  manner in  which K azan tzak is in c o rp o ra te s  E a s te rn  th o u g h t to  
b r in g  a  t r u e  u n i v e r s a l i s t i c  view  t o  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s tio n s ,
K azan tzak is  escap es  s im p lify in g  d e f in i t io n s  as a  c o n tin e n t r e j e c t s  them. 
K azan tzak is i s  C h r is t ia n  and h ea th en , a n a r c h is t ,  hum anist and s to i c  sag e , 
a l t e r n a t e l y  and sometimes s im u lta n e o u s ly . He belongs to  no sc h o o l. . . . 
K azan tzak is i s ,  b e fo re  e v e ry th in g  e l s e ,  C re tan ; and as such he i s  more th an  
European o n ly . . • . C re te  i s  as  f a r  removed from Europe as  from A fric a  
and A sia . • • . As A f r ic a 's  flam e sco rch es  C re te  in  summer, so  i t  bu rns in  
th e  b lo o d  o f  t h i s  man who s tro v e  f o r  many long  y e a rs , t o  b u ild  a  s y n th e s is  
from G reek and O r ie n ta l  th o u g h t. 5°
H is to r i c a l ly ,  th e r e  has been  a  dangerous o v erlo o k in g  o f  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  o f
th in k e r s  n o t in  th e  main channel o f  Anglo-Am erican/European p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t.
W hatever th e  re a so n  f o r  t h i s ,  w ith  th e  growing volume o f  t r a n s la t io n  to d ay ,
w ith  th e  in s p i r in g  move t o  more m utual u n d ers tan d in g  and co o p e ra tio n  between
E a s t and W est, and w ith  th e  welcome aw areness o f th e  t im e le s s  v a lu e  o f  E a s te rn
th o u g h t, i t  i s  on ly  lo g i c a l  t o  ex p ec t t h a t  th in k e rs  l i k e  K azantzak is who have
a ttem p ted  a  s y n th e s is  a s  a  way o u t o f  th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  age w i l l  a t t r a c t  in c re a -
ln g  a t t e n t io n .  In  a d d it io n  t o  th e s e  re a so n s  p o in tin g  to  an in c re a se d  aw areness
o f  and i n t e r e s t  in  K azantzakis*  p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t we o f f e r ,  by way o f  summation,
o u r c o n te n tio n  t h a t  K azan tzak is w i l l  be s tu d ie d  f o r  h is  u n iq u e ly  p ro v o ca tiv e
o f fe r in g  o f  hope.
K azan tzak is r e s o lu te ly  condemned f a l s e  hope and re so u n d in g ly  counseled  man 
t o  fo re v e r  f ig h t  th e  b a t t l e  f o r  th e  a s c e n t .  Modern man must le a r n ,  as  d id  
K azan tzak is , t h a t  in  q u e s tin g  f o r  th e  summit o f  m en's so u ls  th e  c a s t in g  o f f  o f  
mundane hope and i l l u s o r y  freedom  i s  an o ccas io n  n o t f o r  d e s p a ir  and a n x ie ty  
b u t one f o r  Joy and c e le b r a t io n .  At th e  z e n ith  o f human c a p a b i l i t i e s  w hich, 
fo llo w in g  K azan tzak is , we must se ek , one p asses  from th o se  debasing  l i m i t s  so
56a . Den Doolard, "Preface," to  K azantzakis' ,  Freedom or Death, p . v .
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d e sp ise d  by K azan tzak is t o  l i n k  w ith  God. T h is  i s  done in d iv id u a l ly  by man 
and c o l l e c t iv e ly ,  i . e . ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  by mankind th ro u g h  o p e ra t io n a l iz in g  
th o se  en n o b lin g , l i b e r a t i n g ,  and em in en tly  a p p lic a b le  c r i t e r i a  o f  f r e e  c h o ic e , 
r e s p e c t  f o r  man, lo v e , s o c ia l  J u s t i c e ,  com m unitarian needs, in d iv id u a tio n , 
in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  daim onic , and by heed ing  th e  counse l o f  b o th  i n t e l l e c t  and 
h e a r t .  In  t h i s  manner i s  d isco v e red  a  m u l t i - t i e r e d  p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry  th a t  rev ea li 
in  t h e i r  f a l s i t y  th o se  tw e n tie th  ce n tu ry  masks o f  n ih ilism -e sc a p ism  o f N ietzsche 
o r  Buddha, th e  o th e r -w o r ld lin e s s  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  church , and th e  m a te r­
ia l is m  o f  b o th  M a rx is t-L e n in is t  r e v o lu tio n  and W estern s c i e n t i f i c  dem ocracy. By 
fo llo w in g  K a z a n tz a k is1 p o l i t i c s  o f  s a lv a t io n  mankind s u c c e s s fu l ly  t r a v e r s e s  
th e  epoch o f n ih i l is m  N ie tzsch e  fo resaw  and ach iev es  th e  v i t a l  t r a n s v a lu a t io n  o f  
an outmoded m o ra l i ty .  They le a r n  w ith  Zorba, Odysseus, and E l Greco how to  l i n k  
w ith  th e  cosm olog ical e la n  v i t a l  in  a  t r u l y  a s p i r a t io n a l  e x is te n c e  t h a t  d e f ie s  
th e  abyss and a l l  d e b i l i t a t i n g  d o c tr in e s  founded on i t s  t e r r o r .  They r e j e c t  th e  
e s c h a to lo g ic a l ly  J u s t i f i e d  e th ic  o f  hom icide in  f u l f i l l i n g  th e  ex trem ely  d i f f i c u  
demands o f t r u e  r e b e l l io n ,  r e a l i z in g  th a t  ev ery  moment i3  e t e r n i ty  and a l l  men 
a re  b r o th e r s .  They w i l l in g ly  uphold th e  c o s t  o f  d i s c ip le s h ip  in  r e j e c t i n g  th e  
p o l i t i c s  o f  s e c u la r  m ess iah s . They u t i l i z e  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  s c ie n c e  y e t  do n o t 
make a  new f a i t h  o f  s c ie n c e , knowing t h a t  s c ie n c e  i s  b u t one a sp e c t o f  a  t r u l y  
w ell-ro u n d ed  e x is te n c e .  They l i s t e n  c lo s e ly  to  th o se  men o f  th e  s p i r i t  w ith in  
t h e i r  m id s t, alw ays seek in g  as t h e i r  le a d e r s  ones who u n d erstan d  n o t on ly  o u te r  
b u t ,  more im p o rta n tly , in n e r  l i f e .  They s t r i v e  t o  em ulate th e  r e l ig io u s
in d iv id u a l  who l i v e s  on on ly  th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l ,  beyond th e  c o n fin e s  o f  th e  p re se
They em phasize n o t te ch n iq u e  b u t c o n te n t, n o t o rg a n iz a tio n  b u t s p i r i t ,  n o t th e
few b u t th e  many. These a re  th e  t r u e  in d ic e s  o f  hope th a t  le a d  t o  th e  h ig h e s t
deg ree  o f b e a t i tu d e  a t t a in a b le  in  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .
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